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From Kerry Leigh

Working Together

was another amazing year for
habitat protection, clean air, clean
water and connecting people with

nature. All because of you! This year, doing vegetation,
insect and other surveys on several of our preserves
undergoing restoration activities, we have found the
federally endangered Rusty patched bumble bee, the
Indiana bat, and the Hine’s Emerald dragonfly. State
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Photo: Jill Kennay

threatened species include the

Pale vetchling, Kitten tails, and

the Forked aster. The little prickly [
sedge, a state endangered species | o8
has also been found. Additional
very rare species found include
the Wild Sweet William, the North
wind bog orchid and the Fen black-eyed Susan. Wow!

Kerry Leigh
Executive Director

On the Cover: Shooting Stars (Dodecatheon meadia). Photo by Christopher Reisetter
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We're impressed and hope you
are too!

2018 saw us beginning our
‘Planning for Conservation’
initiative to expand our impact
with a targeted approach.
Many of our preserves exist
as fragmented islands of
biodiversity either within the
built landscape, such as Harlem
Hills Prairie Nature Preserve,
or within agricultural areas
such as Beach Cemetery Nature
Preserve. The Land Conservation
Committee of NLI is concerned
about habitat connectivity and
expanding our preserves with
linkages such as corridors and

buffers, and using the stepping stone model of land
protection, which includes conservation easements
with private landowners. The purpose is to create a
whole systems approach to conservation while greatly

expanding biological diversity.

Last year saw us beginning to develop a more robust
and expansive community conservation program
by initiating the Conservation at Home and at Work

Thoughts on Conservation

To protect land in perpetuity is a daunting
thought, who will we have with us?

We foster personal engagement and direct
experiences in nature. This is the key to
capacity building. Land is a community to
which we belong.

Much of the damage inflicted on land

s quite invisible to laymen. An ecologist
must... be the doctor who sees the marks of
death in a community that believes itself well
and does not want to be told otherwise.

—A. Leopold

Executive Director

programs. Community Conservation speaks to NLI's

Vision. Our community conservation work has
historically been carried out with existing staff. Now
that we are growing we see that we will need more
resources to effectively engage our community on our
preserves and where people live and work. This brings
those habitat ‘stepping stones’ into our community,
which ultimately supports and enhances biological

diversity.

2018 also saw the
publication of NLI's
compendium, Natural Voices:
Celebrating Nature with Opened
Eyes which includes some of
the highlights from our annual
Nature Poetry and Prose events
over the last 5 years.

Your generosity and
partnership is keeping the
boots on the ground, the lights
on, and the volunteer program
alive and well, day in and day
out. Our foundation funders
are deeply inspired by the level
of commitment that you, our
donors, show every year with
your support. THANK YOU!

We are glad you are on this journey with us, and we
look forward to another great year together! @




{2018 ANNUAL REPORT # SPRING, 2019

P, 3 - : W

Discovering Lost Flora along the Racoon Creek

The 40 acre Lost Flora Fen not only had the Northwind bog dragonflies. We are thrilled to

Photo: Jill Kennay

is nestled along Raccoon orchid (last seen in 1871) been have acquired this property in
Creek, midway between lost to county records, but a suite May 2018 through a bequest in
Nygren Wetland Preserve and the of plant species first cataloged by memory of Veronica and her son
Wisconsin border. Although not Dr. Egbert Fell in 1947 had also Steven Cramer and a grant from
a true fen, a combination of low been lost from the records until Illinois Clean Energy Community
oxygen and acidic conditions in the recent inventory by NLI. We Foundation. Thank you to all of our

the soil reduces the availability of discovered more than 250 native supporters who have contributed to
nutrients to plants, which allows plant species, several of which are the preservation of this important

a host of fen-loving species to rare, threatened or endangered piece of our natural history! &
thrive. Naming this preserve the fen and sedge meadow species,

Lost Flora Fen came naturally, as as well as unusual butterflies and
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Protecting Apple River Canyon Habitat

acre Rhodes property, taking the

long view that it may eventually
become part of the Apple River
Canyon State Park in Jo Daviess
County. The Apple River runs
through the western edge of the
property with cliff communities
along the river. There are remnant
prairies, woodlands and floodplain
grassland, providing an important
range of aquatic, prairie, and forest
habitat. Grants to purchase the
property came from the Grand
Victoria Foundation Vital Lands

I n May, NLI acquired the 149

Program, from Illinois Clean
Energy Community Foundation,
and in part by funding as mitigation
for impacts to bat habitat caused by
the construction and maintenance
of the Enbridge Pipelines, LLC,
Flanagan South Pipeline in
partnership with the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service and The
Conservation Fund.

All the grantors also gave
us short term restoration and
endowment stewardship funds
to manage the preserve. These
funders all required information

from us about our community
support to determine our agency
sustainability. This was to make
sure we have the capacity to
manage these preserves before
granting us these funds. You,

our donors and members are
responsible for providing that
sustainability. Jim and Kitty Rhodes
had long wanted to sell to an
established conservation group

to see their land protected in
perpetuity. Thank you to them, and
to you for making this important
acquisition possible. &
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Adding to George and Barbara Fell's Legacy

hen George and Barbara
Fell donated the Silver
Creek Woods Preserve to

NL], little did they know that there
would be a 35 acre expansion of that
preserve northward, up the creek

corridor. This new addition includes
established bat and migratory bird
habitat as well as habitat for fish,
and aquatic invertebrates. Forest
bird species along Silver Creek

include Cerulean Warbler, Kentucky
Warbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat
with forest edges providing habitat
for American Woodcock. The old
hayfields support grassland birds
such as Bobolink, Dicksissel, and
Eastern Meadowlark.

The Grand Victoria Foundation
Vital Lands program, the Veronica
and Stephen Cramer Trust, and
donors like you all funded the

acquisition of this northern addition
to the preserve. It is a mixture of
floodplain, mesic/dry mesic upland
forest cover, and old hayfields. Silver
Creek, a perennial stream, meanders
through the property which is part
of a larger complex of protected
natural lands approximately 1,200
acres in size. @
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Fiscal Year 2018 Financial Summary

Assets
Cash $ 291,357
Promises to give.......oeeeessneeeens 271,500
Prepaid eXpenses.........eeesseeeeenns 16,101
Land held for preservation........ 8,029,057
Conservation easements............ 1,160,868
Buildings and equipment............... 127,069
Investments 4,410,666
Total Assets $14,306,618
Less
Payable $ 87,324
Unearned revenue ... 172,895
Net Assets $14,046,399

Revenue and Expenses

Revenue
A) Contributions ... $ 622358
B) Land acquisition grants....... 1,039,546
C) Grants 191,832
D) Special events......nsssssisienns 14,988
E) Investment income.......... ..-433,213
F) Miscellaneous income...........ooueeees 69,555
L] DS (11 L — $ 1,505,066
Expenses
G) Program Services......... $ 654,168

Summary of audited
financial statements. For
financial statements audited
by Wipfli, LLP, please visit
www.naturalland.org

H) Management and general........... 58,628
1) Membership and fundraising......15,370

Total Expenses $ 728166

NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE

The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an
enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illlinois for
people, plants and animals.

Our vision: We envision a world in which people recognize that
we are a part of nature and act with the knowledge that our
future depends upon preserving the natural systems that support
all life on Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a
private, 501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization
based in Rockford, lllinois, which has protected more than
17,300 acres of natural land in lllinois since 1958.

The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible
contributions. To donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, lllinois 61104

Phone: 815/964-6666

Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or

visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org

2018 Board of Trustees:
President.........covoeviiiie Ray Ferguson
Vice President........ccovveeviciiiccce, Rick Barton
Vice President.........ccoovevviiiiiiccee, Ellwyn Englof
TIBASUIET ... Jay Evans
SEOIBLAINY....ocvieiiic e Jon Duerr
Paul Baits, Rockford Troy Skwor, Ph.D., Milwaukee,
Ed Eggers, Genoa WI (retired)

Adam Guarino, Machesney Park - Dan Swift, M.D., Rockford
Ruth Little, Rockford Rolf (Trip) Theinemann, lll,
Dan Loescher, Belvidere (retired) ~ Rockford (retired)

Mark Luthin, Belvidere Dan Williams, Rockford
Mark Maffei, Ph.D., Roscoe Nancy Williamson, Village of
Linda Miller, Rockford Lakewood

Alan Nowicki, Freeport Robert Young, Rockford
Ashley Sarver, Rockford Carrie Zethmayr, Kings

Staff:

EXECUtiVE DIreCtOr......vcvevivieiiiccecee s Kerry Leigh
ASSIStANt DIFECTON ...vvvvvvivvvccceee s Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing & Membership.............ccevevann Kim Johnsen
Restoration ECOIOGISt .........ccoevvvviviviriiiiiiievieec e, Ed Cope
Community Conservation Coordinator...

Administrative Specialist...........c.ccoceeiiviriiinennn, Jessica Formea
Facilities Maintenance ..........cccovvivievniniiiiesserinnnes Kent Wolfe
Weekly Volunteer:

AAMINISIrALON ... Marianna Page
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How NLI's Work Affects Our Community

and Our Well-Being

Preserving our Natural Heritage:

The uniqueness of this land and the deep history of our
sense of place is preserved for all time, as the rhythms of
the interconnection of the diversity of all life continues.

People have an opportunity to connect and serve in
meaningful ways that support our mental, emotional and
physical well being.

Stewardship:

® Increases regional biological diversity

® Fosters partnerships in diversity

® Fosters personal engagement and connection with
biological diversity

e Allows rare and endangered plants and animals to remain
part of our web of life.

e Empowers volunteers and the community with trainings
in techniques

Positive Experiences of Nature:

e Families learn together and experience all forms of life in
the air, water and on the earth

e Scouts and families give back to nature at participatory
stewardship events fostering a sharing ethic

e The Community participates in guided activities in safe,
beautiful environments

e Children see the world in a different way when they
combine Art with Nature

* \/olunteers restore woods and prairies fostering
accomplishment & connection

Restoration and Recovery:
* Helps damaged ecosystems become whole and functioning
® Provides a scientifically based guiding vision for the future

e Restores and protects human and ecological health
systems wide

Investing in Our Shared Future:
The benefits of nature support all life on earth.

e Providing clean drinking water for the future
e Providing natural flood protection and preventing the loss
of our soils

e Allowing nature’s processes to help clean the air
and water

e Storing carbon and exhaling oxygen
e Cooling the planet

e Restoring soil health that is critical for habitat and
food security

Partnering for Greater Impact:
e Enhances perpetuity protection from legal challenges with
Nature Preserves dedication

® Brings people together with a shared vision for protecting
our natural heritage

e Allows for knowledge sharing, teaching and making
connections via networking across the state and region

* Helps Foundations achieve their well-being missions
e Helps Businesses with their outreach

® Provides school children with nature and science-
based experiences
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Leave a lasting Iegacy for
Conservation in Northern lllinois.

aking a bequest by
naming the Natural Land
Institute as a beneficiary

in your estate planning is an easy
way you can continue to protect
precious natural lands. Ways to
give include a bequest with your
will or living trust; a beneficiary
designation with a life insurance
policy or retirement plan such

as an IRA, 401(k), or 403(b);

financial accounts such as a bank
or brokerage account, certificate
of deposit or farmland. Although

Congress has increased the amount

that is exempted from federal

estate taxes, all distributions (other

than to charity) from retirement
accounts are still fully taxable as
ordinary income. If you would like

Photo: David C. Olson

more information about how you
can avoid taxes on your retirement
accounts by naming Natural Land
Institute as the beneficiary, please
fill out and mail the enclosed card.

For more information:
815/964-6666
info@naturalland.org
naturalland.org/making-a-bequest
naturalland.org/gift-planning




10 2018 ANNUAL REPORT # SPRING, 2019

Thank You to Our 2018 NLI Members

Protectors of the Land
($5,000 and above)
Dorothy Baits

Jimmie and Verna Clark
Ed and Vicki Eggers

Mrs. John J. Fulton
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Herb and Marianna Page

Stewards of the Land

($2,500 - $4,999)

Paul and Teri Baits

Clare Bland

Jeffrey Jens and Ann
Boisclair

Jon and Joy Duerr

Jay and Jane Evans

William and Sally Hoff

Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Dan and Barbara Williams

Trustees of the Land

($1,000 - $2,499)

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

Jim and Marion Applegate

Larry and Donna Balch

Ben Harding Family
Foundation

Ron and Carol Burmeister

Fred and Meg Bushnell

Jerry Busse

Mary Caskey

Mark Cormier

William and Jessica
Dannenmaier

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Ellwyn and Gayle Englof

Ray A. Ferguson

Steve and Diane Gleasman

Marjorie Lundy and James
Godshalk

Mark and Jill Grove

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Gary and Cathy Hoover

Katherine Hotchkiss

Mark Keister and Sheryl
Wolff

John Knaus

Kent and Kathy Lawrence

Paul and Judith Letourneau

Dan and Amy Loescher

Richard Luthin

Lydia S. Macauley

Joseph and Sindy Micho

Jerry Paulson

Ted Ross and Kathie Ayres

Ruthe Falk and Bruce Ross-
Shannon

John and Mary Sanders

Cutleaf toothwort (Dentaria laciniata). Photo: Jill Kennay

Bill and Julie Shippee
Jack and Terry Shouba
Mary Ann Smith

Dan and Susan Swift
Cynthia Torrisi

Randy and Dana Vincent
Dave and Nancy Voss
Nancy Hamill Winter

Benefactor ($500 - $999)

David and Madeleine Arnold

Richard Benning

Lynell Cannell

Steve and Lisa Carter

Joe and Ann Chamberlain

Steve and Diane Clark

Gregory and Laurel Franchini

Mary Lou Lafler

Kerry Leigh and Jim
Anderson

Dick Leighton

Mark Maffei

Nancy C. Maze

Eric Handft and George Miller

Hope Moore

Jerry Moors

William and Nancy Plate

Roger and Mary Reithmeier

Barbara and Jack Simon

Stephen Symes

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe

Barry and Sherry Viktora

Guardian ($250 - $499)

Dorothy Anderson

Ellen Baker

James and Vickie Baker

Merle Benning

Andrew and Jeanne
Bergstrom

Alan Branhagen

Bernie and Cindy Buchholz

Leroy and Diane Busker

John C. Carleton

Phil and Kathy Dierstein

Douglas G. Ecker

Sylvia Emerson

Scott and Wendy Esgar

Paula Evans

Michael Feldt

Vincent and Luise Fidanza

Loren and Jan Floto

Ed and Carol Foster

Rita Haelman

Kenneth Hall

Charli and Prudy Harker

Helen Hill

Russ and Gin Johansson

Curt and Kim Johnsen

Chip and Debbie Johnson

Jim and Pam Keeling

Steve and June Keibler

Howard and Lauren Knodle

Chester Kolodziej

Larry Konstant

Susan Lacerra

Robert Mirgain and Co Leber

Ruth and Tom Little

Julie Maffei

Donald and Freda Manzullo

Scott and Kelly Monson

Richard and Luci Nora

Allen and Ruth Penticoff

Ronald Peterson

John and Catherine
Schafman

Julianne Schmidt

David and Sue Schroepfer

David and Connie Sliktas

Kim Smeja

Gary Sommers

Ron and Jennifer Spielman

Kathryn Mielke and Jeffrey
Stack

Maggie Thienemann

Trip and Leslie Thienemann

Hazen and Carol Tuck

Thomas von Geldern and
Cindy Skrukrud

Wahl Clipper Corporation

David Wiemer

Sustaining ($100 - $249)
Jon and Tammy Aldrich
Sheryl Aimquist Hall
Stephen and Mary Ann
Anderson
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Bruce and Patty Atwood
LeRoy and Kathy Bach
Jane and John Balaban
Tim and Catherine Balassie

Peter and Kris Baldo

Francie Barnes

Liz Barnes

Rick and Bonnie Barton

William and Leah Baskin

John Beck

Robert L. and Beverly Beebe

David and Dee Dee Black

Mary Blackmore

Chuck and Karen Blomgren

Steve and Mardie Blomgren

Boone County Conservation
District

Joe Bove

Gene Boyd

Donald Browning

Todd Cagnoni

Charlotte Caprini

Christopher Fye & Associates

Dorothy Cieskus

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Mary Conley

William Coole

Keith Copeland

Council of Rockford
Gardeners

Alfred and Susan Cowan

Sherri Crawford

John 0. Culley

Peter Damby

John Defenbaugh

Roger Derix

Michael and Sondra
Descamps

Tim and Debby Dimke

Phil Doncheck

Daniel and Kirby Doyle

Georganne Eggers

Gordon and Rose Eggers

Mike and Deb Eickman

Ila Englof

Richard Finch

Kay Fisher

Barry and Diane Fitz

Laurence and Mary Lou
Fitzpatrick

Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson

Richard and Karen Gadke

Dick and Pam Gambrel

Gordon and Nada Geddes

John and Carol Gerrond

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

Roberta Giblin

Larry and Colleen Gill

Peter Giolitto

Anne Godin

Teresa Good

Susan Grans

Roger and Carolyn Greenlaw

Mark and Holly Grocholl

Paul and Alberta Grossen

Jeff and Therese Grumley

Adam Guarino

Andrew Gulya

Steven and Keiko Hall

Brett and Margret Hanson

Ed and Sue Harney

LaVerne and Kay Harris

Fran and Heather Harty

Ray and Nina Herzer

Luther and Janet Hill

Charles Hillebrand

Scott Hitchcock

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Richard and Jane Hoffman

Kevin Holdmann and Lenae
Weichel

Alice Fox and Ron Holm

Tom and Marline Holmes

Marlowe and Nancy Holstrum

Allan Hormann

Jean Howell

Kurt Hubbard

Dean Huisingh

John and Karen Ippen

Robert Ivey

Peggy Jencius

Jeanette Jess

Joe and Barb Jirak

David and Anita Johnson

George Johnson

Janet Johnson

Lee and Lynda Johnson

Nita Johnson

Brenda Jones

Thomas Jordan

Mark and Nancy
Kalchbrenner

Dan and Diane Kane

Jack and Maurine Kaskel

Terry and Marcee Keilback




Bruce Kessler

Barb Kober

Lloyd and Diane Koch

Doug Kruger

Elaine Lans

Jason Lawrence

Mark and Amy Lawrence

Ray and Deborah Lecuyer

Susan Lehnhardt

Jay and Christy Lenox

Chuck and Michele Lind

Dan and Julie Long

Peter and Pam Lonsway

Ryan Lovejoy

Matt Markley

Dawn Hallsten and Don
Mateer

Skip and Kathie Mattison

Karen Matz and John
Skowronski

David and Christine McCarty

Elizabeth McCoy

Tom McCullough

Don W. McFall

Phil and Connie McIntosh

Gary and Joanne Mclintyre

Randy and Jessie Mermel

Virginia Meyer

Jim Miglin

Don and Sue Miller

Richard Mohaupt

Chad Moore

Steve and Janet Moore

John and Joyce Mori

John and Marjorie Nash

Beverly Neff

John and Karin Nitiss

Charles M. Nixon

Northwest lllinois Audubon
Society

Alan and Jennifer Nowicki

Lynn Nybo

Randy Nyboer

Jerry and Diana Ogren

Bruce and Paula Olson

Joseph 0’Sullivan

Betty Owano

Larry M. Page

Ron and Susan Panzer

Beth Parentice

Jan Pausteck

Bruce and Susan Peterson

John Peterson

Jim and Lucy Pirages

Joseph and Barbara Pittman

Marcia Mueller and Charles
Prorok

Marjory Rand

Fred and Carol Redmore

Ken and Sue Reinhardt

Christopher and Kim
Reisetter

James T. Robinson

Sarah Anne Robinson

Timothy and Carrie Rollins

Rick and Marlene Rudey

Ann Marie Santora

Ashley Sarver

Richard Schlobohm

Michael and Patty Schneider

Mel Schwartz

Marcelle Schwartz

Seedling Garden Club

Nancy Shade

Keith and Pamela Shaver

Laura Sjoquist and John
Kaufmann

Lurane Slaght

Lloyd Smith

David A. and Mary
Sollenberger

Dr. Paul D. Sorensen

Ed and Judy Stemwedel

Elba Stirlen

Charles Sturm

Brad Suster

Steven and Marcia Terrill

James Tibensky

Jack Tower

Janet Trestik

Ed and Judy Uchno

Don and Kathleen Walker

John and Susan Walt

William L. Walz

Walter and Virginia Watson

Neita Webster

Sheldon and Genny Weiss

Joylene Westphal

Bill and Marijean Whitcher

Whiteside Co. Soil and Water
Cons. Dist.

Andrew Williams & Rebecca
Christoffel

Dan and Chrirstina Williams

Dana Williams

James H. Wilson
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Sara and Derek Wirth
Ted Wolff

Christopher Wrate
Judith Wyatt

Lute Wyttenbach
Randolph Zimmerman
Wild Ones

Supporting ($50 - $99)

Dean Aimquist

Gary and Carol Anderson

Vivian Anderson

Dennis Anthony

Bob and Carolyn Arevalo

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Larry Bahr

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H.
Baker

Judy Barnard

Jackie Batista

Roger Benedict and Paula
Christensen

Brian Benjamin

Michael Bingaman

Jerry and Rosemary Bloom

John Brearley

Elizabeth Brewer

Bill and Joyce Brown

Steve and Cindy Bunk

Stephen and Mary Jane
Burrell

Marjorie and Roland Christen

Greg and Lorna Cote

Jim and Linda Curtis

Barry and Wendy Dahlberg

Joe and Diane Dailing

Joan Davis

Sandra Deahn

Sante and Kay DeMarco

Elizabeth Dickinson

Deb Dietz

Dr. John Dorsey

Dennis Dreher

Joe and Susan Drennan

Doug and Laura Dufford

Jim Duhigg

Charles and Marge Elliot

Judy Emmett

Margaret Erickson

DelLon and Carol Fox

Jonathan and Kathleen
Franzen

Douglas Freidag

Vicki Funke

Glen and Jean Gabel

Ronald Goepfert

Betty J. Greene

Lisa Haderlein

Brian Hale

Keith and Bonnie Hargrove

Ray and Audrey Hart

Nancy Hatten

Joseph Hemlock

Charles and Linda Hollman

Jamie Johannsen

Theodore and Melissa
Johnson

Kathi Jurkowski

Dr. and Mrs. Thornton
Kline, Jr.

Sallie Krebs

Wendell and Judy Kurr

Bud and Terry Laman

John Larson

Tim and Janaan Lewis

William S. Luhman

Roger and Nancy Lundstrom

Kay MacNeil

Dr. Madhu Malladi

Tom and Nancy Mangan

Dave and Linda Martin

Bruce and Mary Anne
Mathwich

Pam May

Richard and Kristine
McMahon

Rich and Susan McMullen

Linda Meisel

Oliver and Anita Mitchell

David Mordini

Pam Mott

Paul Mueller

Toni Murray

Dennis Nemeth

Mary Norman

Daniel Oberg

Patrick and Doreen O’Brien

Randy and Nancy Ocken

Scott and Rebecca Olson

Gary Osborn

David Paddock

Ejner and Margo Pagh

Barb Peterson

Charles and Diane Piper

Willis Pollock

Prairie Preservation Soc of
Ogle Co

John Prenot

Ralph and Pam Prescott

Tom Ptacin

Katy Allen and Linda
Robertson

George B. Rose

Curtis and Elizabeth
Roseman

Arnold and Kathy Rosen
Joan Sage

Kathy Scarpaci

Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
Frank and Rhonda Schmitt
Susan Schulze

Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
John and Ann Shallcross
Bob Shaw

Thom and Teresa Shelow
Kathleen C. Simms

Dawn Skupien

Barbara Smith

Bill and Julie Snively

Pearl crescent butterfly on Fen black-eyed Susan — Photo: Jill Kennay
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Mark Spitzer

Cindy Stenerson

Rick and Susan Strader
Paul and Carol Strand
Constance Swanson
Ross F. Sweeny

Loretta Sweet

Brian and Julie Thomas
Frank and Nina Thorp
Pablo Toral

Randy and Julie Trank
Wendy Tumminello
Valley Orchard

Sonia and Robert Vogl
Linda Vojtech

Garrett and Kathryn Waecker
Owen C. Wavrinek
James Weichel
Kenneth Wengert

Fred and Mary Ann Wham
Doug and Diane Wilson
Dan and Amy Wolf
Ross Youngberg
Ernesto Zamuner

Partner ($35 - $49)
Richard Alcock
Richard Baldwin
Beverly F. Baxter
Matthew and Tiara Bertrand
Shelby Best

Chris Bielawski

Brian J. Bielema
Thomas Brain

Drake Branca

Sue Breidigam

Doug Brock

Scott Buckley
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Neal and Julie Buelow

Joe and Beverly Capone

Ellen Caskey

Michael and Melissa Ciaccio

LoAnn and Wade Collier

Marcia DeClerk

Dave Derwent

Polly Doyle

Bonnie Duman and Stewart
Schechter

Nicole Eckstein

Michael and Rhonda Eddy

Mary Rose Fillip

Gerald R. Firak

Kara Gallup

Gary D. Garman

Zach and Melissa Grycan

Lori Gummow

Jeffery Hawkins

Susan Heinke

Jan Henningsen

Jackie Hickey

John Hockman

Ken and Kathleen Hodowanic

Larry and Lois Holeton

David J. Hougan

James Howlett

Nancy Hughes

Nancy Jacobson

Lora Jumapao

Melanie Kandler

Michael J. Kearney

Martin and Vonnie Kehoe

Tim and Carolyn Keller

Mary Kisamore

Jane Klep

Charlene and Alan Knudten

Tim and Deborah Krug

Mark Lautenschlager

Robert J. Lindvall

Patrick Luetkenhaus

Diane Lyon

Linda Martin

Bradley and Karen Sue
McCarthy

Mark and Linda McDonald

Zach Meiborg

Mark Meier

Suzette Merchant

Philip and Janet Meyers

Christopher Mills

Gilbert and Sharon Mitchell

Sheri Moor

Bev Moore

Mary Ann Morris

Don and Mary Kay Morrison

Brad Mosher

Louis P. Mule’

John Nelson

Ron Nelson

Richard and Shirley
Newsome

Zoe Norwood

Tom Oberg

Virginia S. Olson

Mrs. Lawrence O’Neal

Josephine Peebles

Nancy Perry

Charles A. Peterson

Craig Peterson

Dave Peterson

Douglas and Kathryn Pherigo

Sam and Linda Pirrello

Jojsh Prenot

Dwayne Proctor

Kenneth Ramsay

Carolyn Rasmussen

Layton Register

William and Martha Roberts

Kevin and Kim Rohling

Virginia Rous

Doris Rowald

Kayse Rushford

Sandy Sarno

Carter and Ruth Siegfried

Troy Skwor and Jill Tranel

Vicki Stacy

Barbara Steinke

Grace Storch

Carrie Stralow

Janis Thelen

Gary Tollaksen

Jim Vanderpoel

Greg Wahl

Dave Watts

Robert L. Wendt

Mark and Melissa West

John White

Ann E. Whitney

Larry and Tess Wilke

Sara Winter

Karen A. Witter

Terry and Leslie Young

Jerrold H. Zar

Carrie Zethmayr

Pasque Flower (Pulsatilla patens). Photo: Zach Grycan

Other

Gerald Adelmann

Elisa Ahmer

B. J. Alexis

Kathleen Anderson

Alfeo Bari

Eric Bednar

Lorene Benzel

Meghan Bolte

Jon and Elizabeth Burkholder

Susan Busker

Allan and Betsy Carlson

Jake Castanza

Jennifer Chycota

Nikki Coates

Roxanne Conover

Cody Considine

Gregory and Jennifer
Cotovsky

Meryl Domina

Robert and Marcia Friskey

Linda Gibson

Jill Gnesda

Patricia Gomez

Dick and Rita Hall

Sue Hansell

Ben and Mary Healy

Alice Heath

Dave and Ellen Hinde

Alec Hogoboom

Jill'1zer

Mark Jenssen

Del Johnson

Russell Johnson

Kevin Kaltenbach

Ruth Kelley

Bill and Susan Kleiman

Linda Kubota

Sandra L. La Mont

Ted and Linda Lindstrom

Greg and Cheryl LoSasso

Cheryl Ludes

Ed Michael

Bobbi Jo and Jacqueline Moe

Scott and Rachel Moeller

Earlynn Mullins

Maureen Murley

Tom Clabough and Mary Ann
Norwood

Jason Peckels

Doti Ridings

John and Gayle Risley

John Rogner

Aaron and Mickey Ryall

Walter and Lana Schmitt

Mary Seaberg

Stephen Smith

John and Barbara
Spiritosantos

Jeff and Christine Swanberg

Steve Swenson

Ralph Tarquino

Howard Waitzkin

Janet Webster

John Westendorf

Sylvia Whitener

Jerry and Gloria Wiltfang

Thank You to Supporters of
NLI's 60th Anniversary

Paul and Teri Baits
Ellen Baker

Larry and Donna Balch
John R. Cook, lll

Jon and Joy Duerr
Douglas G. Ecker

Mark Meier

Virginia Meyer
Randy Nyboer

Brian Reilly
Cassandra Rodgers
Tom and Carole Root

Rick and Dorothy Graton Rick and Marlene Rudey
Luther and Janet Hill Kinnie and Mary Beth
Janette N. Howard Smith

Peggy Jencius Keith Syfert and Linda
Steve and June Keibler Miller

John Knaus Trip and Leslie Thienemann
Susan Lacerra Dave and Nancy Voss

Mary Lou Lafler Robert Young

Dan and Amy Loescher

Natural Voices

Anthology Sponsors

Anonymous Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Paul and Teri Baits
Jack and Colleen Holmbeck

Trip and Leslie Thienemann
Hazen and Carol Tuck

Corporate Council
Campbell Science
Midwest Packaging and
Containers, Inc.
Olson Ecological Solutions
Specialty Screw Corp.
Tyler's Landscaping
Wintrust Commercial
Banking

Thank You to NLI
Project Partners

NLI purchased the 40-
acre Lost Flora Fen with
grants from the lllinois
Clean Energy Community
Foundation and the Gary
Cramer Trust

A 149-acre tract adjacent
to Apple River Canyon was
purchased with grants from
Grand Victoria Foundation,
lllinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation,
and The Conservation Fund

NLI acquired a 35-acre
addition to Silver Creek
Woods with grants from the
Grand Victoria Foundation
and the Gary Cramer Trust

Anonymous grants to
purchase a skidsteer

Black-Periman Foundation

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Delta Institute

Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County

Grand Victoria Foundation

Guy Reno Family
Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation

Illinois Department of
Natural Resources

Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation

Merrill Johnson Trust

M.R. Bauer Foundation

Gordon and Linda Neese

Roscoe Sportsman’s Club

Bradley Paulson

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

The Nature Conservancy

The Prairie Enthusiasts

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation
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meet a $250,000 challenge
match, making the impact
of the Hamill Family's gift $1
million.

NLI also thanks the Atwood
Foundation * for completing
a pledge and making an
additional gift to the Eggers
Fund.

Anonymous *

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Eric and Becky Baeverstad

Daniel and Kirby Doyle

Georganne Eggers * in
memory of Norman Meyer,
Susan and Robert Morton,
Richard Nordloff, Caroline
G. Reed, and Sarah
Schuster

Gordon and Rose Eggers
in honor of Georganne’s
Birthday

Ellwyn and Gayle Englof *

Alan and Barrie Gibby **

Fran and Heather Harty

William and Sally Hoff * **

Jack and Colleen Holmbeck

Susan Lacerra

Mary Lou Lafler

Joanne Lenci **

Roberta Holzwarth and
Norman Lindstedt

Gloria Lundin **

Richard Luthin

Edith Makra

Joseph and Barbara McCoy **

Randy Nyboer

Herb and Marianna Page

Arthur and Susan Pearson

Ken and Sue Reinhardt

Francisca Reyna

Brad and Sue Roos

Russell and Susan Taylor **

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Dave and Nancy Voss *

Scott and Virginia Webster
Charitable Foundation
Trust *

Teresa Wilmot and Frank
Dajka

Carrie Zethmayr

* indicates cumulative gifts
or pledges to the Gordon
G. Eggers Fun of $10,000
or more

**in honor of Georganne

Sjostrom and Sons

Band-winged meadowhawk (Sympetrum semicinctum): Photo: Joyce Gibbons

Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, LTD

Conservation Land
Stewardship, LLC

Ed and Vicki Eggers

in honor of Norman Meyer ~ David J. Hougan Ashley Sarver Eggers’ 90th Birthday
Wine & Brew at the 60th Anniversary
Wetland Sponsors Celebration Dinner Sponsors
Campbell Science Foundation Applied Ecological Services Forest Preserves of
Lindstrom Travel Specialty Screw Corp. Boone County Conservation ~ Winnebago County
Napleton Subaru Wipfli LLC District Kerry

Dan and Amy Loescher
NiCor Gas

Dan and Susan Swift
Viking Chemical

Christine Swanberg,
Editorial Consultant

Laura Sjoquist, Artist
[llustrations

Contributing Authors:

Carolyn Bailey

Dorothy Bock

Mary Bartlett Caskey

Ed Collins

Sandra Fenton

In-Kind Donors
Natural Voices Anthology

Carol J. Fox

Don Miller

Wilda Morris

Chelsea Peterson

Lani Richardson

Dr. Karen Blake Ruffner
Christopher D. Sims
Christine Swanberg
Kaitlyn Tibbetts

Robert Earl Boyd, Il
Paul and Sue Christensen

2018 Donors to the Gordon G. Eggers Fund, Thank You to Members Who
an Endowment for the Nygren Wetland Preserve Donated to the

Special Thanks to the Hamill  and Becky Shaffer Daniel and Claudia Hueber  Stephen J. Schmaeng 1

Family Foundation * for gifts ~ Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Janet Johnson Carter and Ruth Siegfried ||IFOIStC|F|(;I'a Fen Pr? ].eCt

of $500,000 to date and Baker Kjellstrom Family Foundation * Mary Ann Smith ** I(?grlrS]muiailpy ng?gation Tedoggl and Kathie Avres
a $250,000 pledge. The Bill and Debbie Brearley **  Betty Ann Klingensmith Stonebrook Capital Marv Blackmore Stephen J. Schmaen y
donor listed here helped  Dean Alan Olson Foundation *  Barb Kober Management * J pen g

Marilyn Schweitzer
Wayne Svoboda

Dorothy Cieskus Vanderpoel Conservation
Dave and Ellen Hinde Foundation

George Johnson Jim Vanderpoel

John Knaus Donald and Justine
John and Cindy McKee Walhout

Northwest lllinois Audubon

Thank You to Our

In-Kind Donors

An Anonymous donor gave
NLI 'a dump truck

Judy Barnard provided
decorations for events
and silent auction
coordination

Michael Bugler designed
NLI's 60th Anniversary
T-shirt

Dion Faith provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek
Woods

Jan Henningsen gave
hedge trimmers

David Holman produces
GIS-based maps for NLI
preserves

Chad Hoover provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek
Woods

Martin Kehoe provided
equipment for restoration
work at Burr Oak Valley
Preserve

Terry Korsky repaired
stewardship equipment

Nature at the Confluence
donated space for Nature
Poetry & Prose

Gordon and Linda Neese
donated a riding lawn
mower, a 500 gallon
water tank and wagon

Joe Petrow provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek
Woods

Prairie Street Brewing Co.
donated space for the
Lecture Series

Trip and Leslie Thienemann
donated video-
conferencing equipment
for NLI office

Tyler's Landscaping
Service, Inc. plowed
NLI's office driveway and
parking area all winter

Winnebago Co. Pheasants
Forever allows the
use of equipment for
management at NLI
preserves

Schnuck’s eScrip Gas Card

Thank you to those who designated NLI
as the beneficiary of your purchases.
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Thank You to Members Who Supported the
Restoration at Burr Oak Valley Preserve

Thank You to Supporters of
the Nygren Wetland Preserve

Dorothy Anderson

Campbell Supply
Company

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Timothy and Karla Dorgan
planted a tree in memory
of their son, Shane

Kerry ‘KEEP Green’
fundraiser

Greg Maze

Tom McCullough planted
a tree in memory of his
wife, Sandra

Suzette Merchant in
memory of Rudy Kraut

Joyce Name

Gordon and Linda Neese

Roscoe Beautification
Committee

Ruthe Falk and Bruce
Ross-Shannon

Thank You to Donors to NLI's
Lands Owned Stewardship
Endowment Fund

The Conservation Fund
Jon and Joy Duerr

Jay and Jane Evans
Jim and Kitty Rhodes

Special thanks to the Arthur  Laurence and Mary Lou Jane Kerr Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
L. & Elaine V. Johnson Fitzpatrick Betty Ann Klingensmith Richard and Sandra Scott
Foundation for a restoration Rich and Joyce Gibbons John Knaus in memory of Bob Shaw
grant. Larry and Colleen Gill Milton Mahlburg Jack and Terry Shouba

Brad and Glenna Anderson  Andrew Gulya Chuck and Michele Lind Lloyd Smith

Bill and Mary Anne Ax Brett and Margret Hanson Dan and Amy Loescher David and Mary Sollenberger

Paul and Teri Baits Allan and Frannie Heggblom  Peter and Pam Lonsway Jackie Spelman

Peter and Kris Baldo in memory of Gordon Tom and Nancy Mangan Kathryn Mielke and Jeffrey

Judy Barnard Eggers Pam May Stack

Liz Barnes John Verhaar and Janet Don W. McFall Stephen Symes

Marcia Blassage in honor of ~ Herbert Rich and Susan McMullen ~ Nancy Tuman
Gisela Langoussis Scott Hitchcock Eric Handft and George Miller Randall Walker

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Paul and Linda Hoefert Jerry Moors Thomas and Karen Walsh
Jens inhonor of Leeand  Gary and Cathy Hoover John and Joyce Mori Dan and Carol Webber
Arthur Jens David J. Hougan Gordon and Linda Neese Joylene Westphal

Elizabeth Brewer Bill and Alice Howenstine John and Karin Nitiss Diana Wiemer

Dorothy Cieskus Donald E. Hyson Ronald Peterson Andrew Williams & Rebecca

Keith Copeland Nita Johnson William and Nancy Plate Christoffel

John 0. Culley Terry and Marcee Keilback ~ Ken and Sue Reinhardt Teresa Wilmot and Frank

Roger Derix Tim and Carolyn Keller in John Rogner Dajka

Daniel and Kirby Doyle honor of Isabel Johnston Brad and Sue Roos Minda Woith

Ed and Vicki Eggers Dan and Sandi Kelly Sandy Sarno Ted Wolff

Thank You for Lost Flora Fen Employer Matching

Gifts in Memory of Gift Programs

Tom Jencius Benevity Community Network for Good

) , ) Impact Fund PayPal Giving Fund

Paul Atkociunas Dean and Marilyn Monfing | garispare of fiinois ThermoFisher Scientific

Theresa Boxall Bev Moore General Mills

Beth Burbank Wes Morgan

Campbell Supply Company  William and Isabel .

Jo Castro Passmore Family Nature Day Sponsors

Margaret Curttright Tom Polaski Dr. Louis and Violet Rubin  The Kjellstrom Family

Donna DeMille Linda Powers Fund of the Community Foundation

Troy Foster John and Catherine Foundation of Northern ~ Nicor Gas

Ray and Nina Herzer Schafman lllinois

Nancy Hoey Ann Schroeder

Tim and Barbara Hopper ~ Gloria J. Stien .

Denise Irmiter Linda Swanson In'Kmd Event SpOﬂSOfS

Morgan Jencius Andrew Turner Wander at the Wetland: ~ Family Nature Day

Peggy Jencius Steve Wallace Full Moon Snowshoe  Taylor Creek Restoration

Lisa Jolly Jeffrey Warner & Hike Nurseries, Bugler Design,

Amy Kay Joseph Woods NorthPointe Health & Inc. and Rockford Litho

Dina Lindenberg Winn and Marilyn Zorn Weliness Campus, Center

Dave and Linda Martin Rocktown Adventures Wine and Brew at the

Art in Nature Grants

Kiwanis Club of Rockford

Rockford Area Arts Council

and Tyler’s Landscaping

Wetland
Bugler Design, Inc.
Prairie Street Brewing Co.

Gifts Made in Honor

or Memory

Jeffrey Jens and Ann
Boisclair in memory of
Phyllis Walt

Ralph Burnett in honor of

Langoussis

Richard and Janet Myers
in memory of Gisela
Langoussis

Lydia McCauley’s Birthday John and Marjorie Nash in

Phil and Kathy Dierstein
in honor of the 60th
anniversary of Mary Lou
& Larry Fitzpatrick

Lynn Eichman in memory
of Mel Eichman

Cynthia Grantz in memory
of Ann Armstrong

Helen Hill in honor of
Michael Bugler

memory of James Bailey,
Jim Crowell, Donald W.
Johnson, Millie Johnson

Beth Parentice in memory
of Grace Trenbeath

Ginger Peterman a
memorial for her father,
Lawrence Pinchman

Phil and Lou Pilcher in
memory of Becky Shaffer

Lydia S. Macauley in honor  Savant Capital, LLC in

of Ralph Burnett’s 95th
Birthday and Christmas
gift

Lisa Martin in memory of
Gene Boyd

Skip and Kathie Mattison
in memory of Gisela

honor of Tom Ptacin’s
service on the NLI Board
of Trustees

Patrica Scott in memory of
Ann Armstrong

Dave and Nancy Voss in
memory of Donald Thayer
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Natural Land Institute’s 2019 Fundraiser

Party on the Prairie
Goes Wild...flowers

Presented by Campbell Science
Saturday, July 13, 2019 to benefit Nygren Wetland Preserve

Schedule of Events for the Evening

Wagon Rides through the Prairie begin at 4:30 p.m.
Prairie Street Social Hour begins at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner served by Toni's of Winnebago begins at 6:30 p.m.
Music < Silent Auction ~ And much more!

For reservation information, go to www.naturalland.org
and click on Events — Party on the Prairie
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9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Free Family Fun!
Kids get a Jr. Naturalist Badge.
Adventures for Adults.

+* Learning Stations
+» Wagon Rides
+¢* Guided Prairie Tours

FREE ADMISSION
Register by June 21:
www.naturalland.org
Call for More Info: 815/964-6666

Location: 3190 W. Rockton Rd. Rockton, I1l.
Sponsors

Common Milkweed Sponsor ($500):
Northern Regional Groundwater
Protection Planning Committee

Media Sponsors: WTVO and FOX39

This program is supported by grants from the Dr. Louis and Violet Rubin
Fund of the Community Foundation of Northern Illinois and The Kjellstrom
Family Foundation.

Family Nature ' "4 /VUNE 22,2019

See & Experience
MNature Up Close
MNYGREN WETLAMD PRESERVE

Hairy Wild Petunia Sponsor ($250):
Nicor Gas

We celebrated 60 years
of conserving natural
land in 2018. Thank you
for helping us celebrate
in many different ways
throughout the year.

The national Land Trust Accreditation Commission awarded
accreditation to Natural Land Institute in 2018. Their
standards address the ethical and technical operation of land
trusts across the nation. The board and staff of NLI were all
dedicated to making sure we met their standards in every
respect. For the full list of their standards and practices see:
http://wwwlandtrustaccreditation.org/help-and-resources/
indicator-practices.

P
EarthShare https://www.earthshare.org/earthshare-illinois/
e lllingis
Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving program
EarthShare lllinois, which supports NLI.
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