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The Future of
Land Protection

The mission of the Natural Land Institute
is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in
northern Illinois for people, plants and animals.

e live in a rapidly changing world, our networks of
natural areas embedded within altered landscapes of
urbanization and agriculture. These changes include
some major challenges threatening our native ecosystems and
Kerry Leigh
Executive Director
their long term sustainability. You may have seen our ‘Tackling
Invasive Threats’ initiative this year which is one of the ways we
are looking to address the sustainability of our native habitats. Global challenges are
also having other impacts as we experience extreme climate patterns and other
ecological disturbances such as flooding and drought.
This year is the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act. As we look back to the
successes and achievements of the past, it begs the question: how are we going to
move forward? We are being challenged to think about managing our natural areas
within a context of looking to the future and promoting the value of our ecological
capital in a whole new way. Expanding our understanding of the value of what
we currently have, the value of continually protecting and preserving, as well as
the value of recreating, restoring and managing precious and diverse ecosystems
is our charge.
One of these ways is to look at the ecosystem services and functions that our
natural areas provide. These services include trees that clean our air by holding
carbon in their roots; that inhale carbon dioxide and exhale oxygen, and cool our
cities. Prairies hold carbon as well as infiltrate rain water. This water eventually finds
its way into our drinking water aquifers instead of disappearing from the land and
into our sewers to be treated as a waste product. Wetlands hold back floodwaters as
they clean up polluted runoff from our streets, roofs and parking lots.
We do our part to offset global changes within our region by keeping our natural
areas healthy, adaptive and resilient in the face of change. Typically, because these
services have been ‘invisible’ and ‘free,’ we don’t notice them until they are
disappearing or gone; our cities are flooding, we are buying ‘purified’ water, and
vulnerable people are dying from urban heat waves. That is when we see how much
we end up paying for not having protected more of these diverse and functioning
ecosystems that are our ecological capital.
With that in mind, this coming year NLI will begin to identify and quantify
the diverse ecological capital our preserves provide so that everyone can see
the value of what we have on many different levels. We may discover strategic
opportunities for shifting the way we engage in protection, restoration, and
management, and perhaps even deepen how we personally relate to nature.
We are all bound together on this journey by our passion and dedication.
The return of the Whooping Cranes shows us how vital our efforts are.
We look forward to an active, creative and productive year with you as an
integral supporting partner for the long term sustainability of our ecological capital
and the beautiful places we call home.
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A message from our Executive Director...

Our Vision: We envision a world in which people
recognize that we are a part of nature and act
with the knowledge that our future depends upon
preserving the natural systems that support
all life on Earth.
Since 1958, NLI, a member-supported
non-profit organization, has protected, managed
and restored more than 16,000 acres of
undeveloped natural land in Illinois and
southern Wisconsin.
Serving as a regional land trust, NLI preserves
forests, prairies and wetlands for native plants
and animals, restores habitat for wildlife, protects
rivers and streams for fish and other aquatic
species, educates people about their part in nature,
and provides opportunities to enjoy natural areas.
The Natural Land Institute is supported in part
by tax-deductible contributions. To donate, contact:
Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois 61104;
Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.
Board of Trustees:
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Williams
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Keister
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Ptacin
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellwyn Englof
Rick Barton, Rockford
Mary Caskey, Rockford
Steve Clark, Rockford
Jon Duerr, St. Charles
Jay Evans, Rockford
Ray Ferguson, Rockton
Paulette Gilbert, Rockford
Colleen Hoesly, Loves Park
Ruth Little, Rockford
Mark Maffei, Roscoe
Alan Nowicki, Freeport
Bruce Ross-Shannon, Rockford
Troy Skwor, Rockford
Thomas Sandquist, Rockford
Reed Sjostrom, Rockford
Trip Thienemann, Rockford
Staff:
Executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kerry Leigh
Assistant Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship . . . . . . . . Kevin Rohling
Director of Marketing &
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Johnsen
Administrative Assistant . . . . . . Jessica Formea
Weekly Volunteer:
Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . Marianna Seipts

On the cover: Whooping Cranes on November 15, 2014; photo by Mark Blassage
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Return of the Whooping Cranes
his fall, in the late afternoon of a
very cold day, bird enthusiasts
Mike and Deb Eickman were
headed home when they decided to drive
by a corn field near Nygren Wetland
Preserve where Sandhill Cranes and
other birds like to feed. On a few occasions
in the past, Whooping Cranes, one of the
rarest species in the world, have been
seen in the same field. On this one
special day in November, Mike and Deb
saw two white spots which turned out to
be Whooping Cranes! Then they saw a
third bird nearby, a juvenile Whooping
Crane, with brown and white feathers.
These birds are considered one of the
most endangered wetland dependent
species in North America.
They immediately called Lee
Johnson, local bird expert and founder

Photo: Mark Blassage
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“The Nygren Preserve is only one
example of how an individual or
a small number of individuals
can inspire others to pick a cause
to preserve habitat for the many
creatures we all enjoy. Time is
running out as we see more and
more development encroaching
on these special wild places. It
does little good for us to work so
hard to restore a species like the
Whooping Crane, if there is
no habitat left to sustain it.”
– Walter Sturgeon with Operation
Migration, the group re-introducing
whooping cranes to Eastern
North America
of Sand Bluff Bird Observatory, to
report their exciting discovery. Then they
called photographer and birder, Mark
Blassage, to alert him to the big news.
Blassage is known for his photographs
and story about following “The Nygren
5” Whooping Cranes who stayed at the
preserve in 2009. It was considered a
major milestone of conservation and
stewardship for the restored 721-acre
Whooping Crane Protection
Protocols, see page 19

The three Whooping Cranes
join a flock of Sandhill Cranes
at Nygren Wetland Preserve

Nygren Wetland Preserve when five
Whooping Cranes used the wetland as a
stopover during their fall migration that
year and stayed for more than three weeks.
At dusk when the three Whoopers
took flight, they headed in the direction
of Nygren Wetland Preserve, which has
large expanses of wetlands providing the
perfect habitat for waterfowl and other
water loving birds such as Sandhill and
Whooping Cranes. The Eickmans
followed the birds to the Wetland where
they and others were able to see them
from the Wildlife Overlook.
Because there are color-coded bands
on the legs of the Whooping Cranes,
they were tracked through the efforts of
Operation Migration and the
International Crane Foundation.After
talking to ICF’s Tracking Field Manager,
Eva Szyszkoski, it was discovered that
the one adult bird learned the migration
route through the ultra-light led initiative
of Operation Migration and the other one
through Direct Autumn Release (DAR),
a reintroduction program by the
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership.
This pair has been wintering on the same
farm in Georgia for the past several years.
The young chick was “parent reared” by
its parents living in captivity at a wildlife
Continued on page 4

Land & Nature Newsletter P Fall, 2014

4

721-acre Nygren Wetland Preserve is a
testament to the value of this floodplain
and restoration! Seeing this endangered
species return to their migration patterns
is so heartwarming and is the result of
the efforts put in by Operation Migration,
the International Crane Foundation and
habitat restorations like Nygren along
the migratory path.”
Features of Nygren Wetland Preserve
that provide the perfect habitat for the
sensitive Whooping Cranes to spend the
night are the exposed water areas and low
water levels for roosting and the large
open space without trees that allows the
cranes to watch for predators. The ICF
website, www.savingcranes.org, says
that the biggest threats to Whooping
Cranes are loss or deterioration of critical
wetland habitat, low genetic diversity,
power line collisions, predation, disturbance
at nest sites and illegal shooting.”
“The return of these majestic birds
is one of the greatest occurrences a land
steward could witness in our region,”

Return of the Whooping Cranes
Continued from page 3

refuge in Maryland and then placed with
the pair it is traveling with now so it
could learn the migration route.
On November 5, 2014, Operation
Migration reported: "Maximum size of
the eastern migratory population at the
end of the report period was 97 birds
(54 males, 43 females)."

“Perhaps more than any other
living creatures, cranes evoke the
retreating wilderness, the
vanishing horizons of clean water,
earth and air upon which their
species — and ours, too — must
ultimately depend for our survival.”

Retired NLI Public Relations Director,
Sue Merchant, was at the Overlook the
first day the Whooping Cranes were seen
there. She said, “We must save their
habitat, and while doing so we secure
places with clean air and clean water for
other creatures. When the cranes migrate
to areas like the Nygren Preserve on
their own after being introduced to the
wild, we have reason to see promise of
success for the reintroduction program.”
Kerry Leigh, Natural Land
Institute’s Executive Director, said,
“Having these three Whooping Cranes
stop along their journey south at the

Photo: Mark Blassage

– Peter Matthiessen from
"The Birds of Heaven"

Three Whooping Cranes
in flight above a
Sandhill Crane

said Kevin Rohling, Director of
Stewardship for NLI. “I cannot explain
the excitement to join a few of our longtime volunteers, staff, and experts on the
Overlook platform and know that we all
contributed in part to the return of this
species to Nygren Wetland Preserve.
The emotion was palpable as we stood
watching, one family looking out at
another, a small scene within a much
larger picture. The magic of the cranes
landing evoking our hopes and dreams
and struggles for the conservation of the
birds before us, and ultimately, the
species’ continued recovery through our
continued efforts to restore and conserve
the natural land before us and beyond.”
To learn more about the Nygren
Wetland Restoration Project go to:
http://naturalland.org/nygren.html
To support the restoration of this
habitat go to the Membership page:
http://www.naturalland.org/ab_memb
ership.html and click on Donate under
“Other Designated Funds.” P
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Grus americana (Whooping Crane)
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American White Pelicans
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can change behaviors in some animals,
or even emit toxins into the environment
that prevent amphibian eggs from hatching.
European buckthorn is such an
invader. Buckthorn has been shown to
release emodin, a chemical compound
that is toxic to amphibian embryos and
has likely lead to declines in amphibian
populations in the Midwest. Buckthorn
and bush honeysuckle invasions have
also been shown to change the behaviors
of some mammals, leading to increased
predation of native bird nests. The presence
of non-native buckthorn and honeysuckle
alone has shown to attract predators that
find it easier to find and consume nests
built in these shrubs when compared to
nests constructed in native shrub species.

College Sustainability Fellows intern,
Kate Karl, and our Youth Conservation
Corps took on the fight and cleared nearly
60 acres of buckthorn, honeysuckle,
multiflora rose, and Japanese barberry
from our Howard D. Colman Dells Nature
Preserve and Silver Creek Preserve. The
14-member Youth Conservation Corps,
led by Crew Leaders Will Freiburger and
Oscar Garza, continued to exceed
expectations with their dedication and
hard work that never waned despite the
mosquitoes and heat of the summer.
Following up with this success has been
our regular volunteers at Colman Dells
and Silver Creek. Lois Winkel and her
Thursday and Second Saturday volunteers
have lead the effort at Colman Dells to
treat resprouts of stumps to ensure that

Tackling Invasive Threats
Initiative
hanks to your contributions to our
2014 Tackling Invasive Threats
Initiative and with the support of the
IDNR’s Illinois Youth Recreation Corps
Program Grant and the Community
Foundation of Northern Illinois’
President’s Discretionary Fund we have
taken a huge step towards control and
eradication of these and other invasive
species in our preserves. This summer,
our Assistant Stewards, Lindsay Andrews
and Cody Bailey, along with our Beloit

Continued on page 6
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he Natural Land Institute has
some of the highest quality natural
areas in northern Illinois. We
protect a range of rare and threatened
and endangered species and habitats
across the region,
LAND
these places
P R OT E C T ION but
are constantly
AND
threat.
S T E WA R D S H I P under
Invasive species
are considered by most scientists to be
one of the greatest threats to biodiversity
on our planet and have been responsible
for the extinctions of species. The
Tackling Invasive Threats Initiative is
a focus of the Natural Land Institute to
eradicate invasive plant species from
our preserves. Our native fauna, such as
migrating songbirds, reptiles, amphibians,
and countless insects depend on the
ecological interconnections between
themselves and our native flora that
have developed over millennia. When
an introduced plant or animal becomes
invasive, these interconnections are
disrupted. Animals that have coevolved
with a specific set of plants are now
challenged to find the proper food, shelter,
and nesting and breeding habitats. The
invaders are not recognized by native
animals as food, or locations for forage,
shelter, etc. In addition, the new invaders

Harvesting prairie seeds
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the preservation of rare habitat types like
the dolomite prairie and oak savanna
and woodland. Gordon Neese has
contributed significantly to this effort,
volunteering his time, equipment and
employees towards combatting the
invasion of buckthorn and other nonnative shrubs.

Rose Bracher shows off the
garlic mustard she pulled at
Nygren Wetland Preserve
in May.

Restoring
t Nygren Wetland Preserve, we
continue our restoration efforts,
growing and planting thousands of plugs
from our greenhouse into the field. We
are continuing our efforts to establish a
diverse range of species in our floodplain
that are able to compete with the invasive
reed canary grass and provide habitat for
our native fauna. This year we grew
countless buttonbush and indigo bush
that with a little help will be able to
establish and provide habitat for
migrating songbirds.

Photo: Kim Johnsen
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Reserve and Milan Bottoms Preserve.
Again we thank you for contributing to
this fundraising initiative this past
summer and for the support of the
Illinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation Community Stewardship
Challenge Grant that we received to help
control invasive brush, treat the invasive
leafy spurge and giant reed, and conduct
controlled burns. In addition, the
funding has also lead to the purchase of
a large trailer that we need to transport
equipment to our various preserves for
management activities ranging from
prescribed burns to mowing invasive
species.

Tackling Invasive Threats Initiative
Continued from page 5

the invasive shrubs do not return.
At Silver Creek, Dion Faith and the
Roscoe Sportsmen’s Club along with
additional volunteers during the Third
Saturday volunteer days have done the
same. With the larger brush out of the
way, it will be easier to control resprouts
and new seedlings of the invasive brush
and we will continue to work on clearing
the remaining stands of these destructive
species, and bring native species
compositions back to these precious
places.

Expanding Capacity to
Manage More of our Preserves

Protecting Rare Habitat

he 2014 Tackling Invasive Threats
Initiative also included stewardship
at Kyte River Bottoms Land and Water

t Burr Oak Valley Preserve, we are
continuing our efforts to control
non-native species while also securing

Growing prairie plant seedlings

A
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NLI’s summer
Youth Conservation Corp

Invasive Species Awareness
ast spring we also had the help of
volunteers of all ages who came out
to help reduce invasive garlic mustard in
our savanna restoration site at Nygren
Wetland Preserve. We had about 40
people support our efforts as part of the
Illinois Invasive Species Awareness
Month. It was a welcome reprieve to our
regular Wednesday volunteers who have
historically done battle with this species
over two weeks every spring. We plan to
host another campaign to further reduce
the garlic mustard there this coming

L

Natural Land Institute
spring. Look for an announcement to
come join in this effort!

7
Prescribed burn crew at Pec Ridge

Monitoring Bluebird Houses
or the last several years, we have had
dedicated volunteers monitoring the
bluebird houses many of you have seen
at Nygren Wetland Preserve. This year
we had six boxes with nesting bluebirds.
One box had a second nest, and four
nests produced a total of 13 fledglings,
while three nests with eggs were
abandoned (two late in the season).
Ray Herzer has led this effort for some
time, but regretfully needs to step aside
from the monitoring next year. NLI
would appreciate anyone who is willing
to continue this program to monitor
these charismatic birds to contact Kevin
Rohling (krohling@naturalland.org).

Harvesting Seed
ur SAVANT Fall Prairie Harvest
Day was a huge success, with
more than 50 people gathering over 30
pounds of Indian grass, little bluestem,
round-headed bush clover, and side-oats
gramma. The seeds collected will be
redistributed to restoration areas across
Nygren Wetland Preserve and other
NLI sites.

O
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Managing Land
with Prescribed Burns
arlier this year, we had the help of
many volunteer prescribed burn
practitioners in an incredibly successful
spring burn season. We completed
multiple burns at Nygren Wetland
Preserve, including our ongoing savanna
restoration site, our experimental reed
canary grass control field, and a few
others. We also completed much needed
burns at Kyte River Bottoms Land and
Water Reserve, Howard D. Colman
Dells Nature Preserve, Silver Creek

E

Preserve, Pecatonica Ridge Prairie,
Nieman Marsh, Pecatonica Woodlands,
and Burr Oak Valley. We could not have
done this without our Assistant Steward,
Brian Heynen, and numerous volunteers,
especially Bill Bowes, Martin Kehoe,
Chantalle Edmunds, Chris Reisetter,
Guy Smith, Lois Winkel, Bill Fruin,
Bob Ramirez, Lute Wyttenbach, and
many others. We hope to build on the
successful development of our volunteer
burn crew this season with additional
training options and adding fire-starved
sites to our list of targets. P

Invasive Species 101...Decorating for the Holidays
Oriental bittersweet
American bittersweet
ne of the most common holiday decorations, Oriental
(Celastrus orbiculatus) – Fruit
(Celastrus scandens) – Fruit
bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), is a forest killer in our
has yellow capsules and is at
has orange capsules and is at
part of the world. It is considered an exotic (non-native)
leaf axils along branch.
terminal ends of branches.
invasive species. The twining, woody vine grows high into the tree
tops, weights down the trees, sometimes causing branches to break,
and reduces light on the forest floor, which keeps other plants from
growing. The Oriental bittersweet vine has been used in wreaths and
other crafts for a very long time. However, you do have an alternative
for your wreaths and other holiday decorations. The American
bittersweet vine is just as, if not more, beautiful with bigger fruits and
it’s a native plant in our region.
Key ways to tell the difference between the two bittersweet
vines: Oriental (bad) – fruits grow along the stem and have a yellow
(“Give a yell when you see yellow!”) capsule surrounding the red
fruit. American (good) – fruits grow in clusters near the end of the
stem and the larger red berries have an orange (“Orange is OK”) capsule. For more information about these and other plants visit
www.illinoiswildflowers.info.
Photos: MN Dept of Ag
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Wildflower Walkabout at Kinnikinnick Conservation Area

Lois Winkel

Robert Ramirez

Photo: Judy Barnard

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Kim Johnsen
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invaluable to NLI and the conservation
of resources at Nygren Wetland Preserve.
Robert Ramirez has likewise been a
committed volunteer steward at Nygren
Wetland Preserve for many years. Bob
brings a lighthearted can-do attitude to
the Wednesday volunteer crew. He was
among the few who continued to come
to the Wednesday volunteer days
throughout the bitter-cold winter last
year. Bob worked alongside a few others
through the winter to cut brush, build
bat houses and kestrel houses, and
further the restoration work of NLI at
Nygren Wetland Preserve to promote
the resurgence of once rare species to
our region.
Michael Bugler has served on the
Marketing & Membership Committee
for several years and has volunteered
to work many NLI events that help
promote awareness of our mission to

Photo: Kim Johnsen

e appreciate all our
volunteers. Without you —
stewarding the land,
participating on the board or a
committee, or assisting at events and
with educational programs — we would
never be able
V OLU N T E E RS to accomplish
the work that we do. A big heartfelt
THANK YOU goes out to all of you!
The Annual Volunteer Picnic was held at
Nygren Wetland Preserve on August 14.
We recognized five individuals for their
outstanding contributions to the
Natural Land Institute.
Lois Winkel was recognized and
thanked for her ongoing commitment to
stewarding Howard D. Colman Dells
Nature Preserve and leading the
volunteer team there during the weekly
Thursday stewardship day. Lois has been

a steadfast warrior for many years
battling the invasive bush honeysuckle,
garlic mustard and other non-native
species at the Nature Preserve. We
appreciate her passion for preserving
the delicate ecosystem there. She has
been a part of the Wednesday Crew at
Nygren Wetland helping with restoration
and management of this preserve for
many years, too.
Bill Fruin has been a stalwart
volunteer and leader among volunteers
at the Nygren Wetland Preserve for more
than ten years. Over the years, Bill has
learned to use the tools of the trade,
frequently using the tractor to mow
trails, using saws to cut downed trees
and limbs, using sprayers on invasive
plant species and much more. Bill often
leads volunteers on days when staff
needs are focused on other tasks, and
his passion for conservation has been

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Volunteers of the Year

Bill Fruin

Michael Bugler

Charlie Sturm

Natural Land Institute

Photo: Jill Kennay

protect and preserve natural land. He
has provided scores of hours of free
graphic design services for numerous
print projects including printed and
email event invitations, event signage,
membership brochures, and event logos.
Thank you Mike for your time, expertise
and talent and dedication to NLI.
Charlie Sturm was an NLI Board of
Trustee for six years (2006 – 2012) and
served as the Marketing & Membership
Committee Chairperson for the last three
years during his term. He was co-creator
and co-chair of the first Wine at the
Wetland event at Nygren Wetland
Preserve in 2010. He continued to plan
and chair the event through this past
summer. Thank you Charlie for your
time, commitment and dedication to
Natural Land Institute.

Outreach Intern
hank you to Christy Trank for
spending more than 100 hours of her
time this past summer as the Outreach
Intern. She graduated from Olivet
Nazarene University in May with a B.S.
in both Business Administration and
Marketing. Christy wanted experience
working in the areas of marketing and
event planning for a non-profit before
she embarked on her dream job working
at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida
in August. She grew up in Winnebago
and is familiar with the area and
Natural Land Institute.
As Outreach Intern this past
summer, Christy attended her first news
conference, wrote stories and letters,
coordinated NLI’s social media pages,
promoted the Instagram Photo Contest,
researched and
managed
activities for
Wildflower
Weekend, and
helped with
planning and
working at
several other

Photo: Kim Johnsen
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Christy Trank
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events that promoted NLI’s
mission. She also helped lead tours
during the Rockford Public School’s
ESL/Multicultural Summer
School class field trip at Nygren
Wetland Preserve in July.
It was fun to learn that she
was one of the Girl Scouts that
participated in the tree planting
festival at NLI’s Howard D. Colman
Dells Nature Preserve in 2003.

AFP’s Honor Your Own
Recognizes Two Long-Time
NLI Volunteers

Lute Wyttenbach accepts his
award, with Kevin Rohling

wo Natural Land Institute
volunteers were recognized at
the Annual Association of Fundraising
Professionals Rockford Area Chapter’s
Honor Your Own banquet in April.
Lute Wyttenbach has been part of
the Wednesday volunteer stewardship
crew at Nygren Wetland Preserve for
14 years. When we were without a
Stewardship Director for several months
Lute stepped in to lead the weekly crew
to ensure the ongoing management of
the preserve. His dedication and
commitment are remarkable.
Judith Barnard has devoted years
and countless hours to Natural Land

T

Institute. She was a Trustee and Past
President, has organized major
fundraising
events and
silent auctions,
created and
coordinated
fundraising
appeals,
volunteered on
committees
and events and Judith Barnard
continues steadfast as an advocate for
the preservation of natural land. P

✄
Volunteer Opportunities for You with NLI
ould you like to volunteer for
Natural Land Institute? We have
opportunities to help with stewardship
at preserves, as a member of the Education
or Marketing & Membership Committees
or at events.

Name: _______________________________

Yes, I would like to:

Someone will follow up with you upon
receipt of this form. Thank you for your
interest in helping to fulfill our mission to
protect and preserve natural land.

W

(please check all that apply)

❑ Help with land stewardship tasks
at preserves

❑ Serve on the Education Committee
❑ Serve on the Marketing &
Membership Committee

❑ Work at NLI events

Email: _______________________________
Phone:_______________________________
Address: _____________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________

Fill out this form and mail to our office:
Natural Land Institute, 320 S. Third St.,
Rockford, IL 61104
…or contact us by phone at 815-964-6666
or email info@naturalland.org to let us
know how you would like to help.

10
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Spring Field Botany Day —
Plant Identification
n May this year we invited Mike
Jones to teach a group of nature
professionals and hobby naturalists
a full-day educational program on
Sedges and
E D U C AT ION Spring Flowers.
Mike gave us an in-depth look at the vast
array of sedges in our preserves in the
wetlands, woodlands and upland
prairies. Sedge species, like many native
plants, thrive in specific soil moisture
and sun/shade communities.
We learned how to use a key to
identify a species by looking at different
plant characteristics. It was a fascinating
journey into the intricacies of seed

I

and plant formation.
Using hand lenses we learned the
meaning of technical words like ‘achene’
and ‘sessile’ and how to identify those
characteristics.
Jones wrote ”The Flora &
Vegetational History of Winnebago
County,” organized the Wildland
Inventory of Winnebago County,
appraising natural areas in the early
1970s and managed the Natural Land
Institute’s natural areas in the 1990s.
He also completed natural areas surveys
of Lee and Jo Daviess Counties.
Please plan to join us next year for
our Fall Field Botany Day when we
will be learning how to identify grasses,
asters and goldenrods among others.

Technical Seminar:
The Case for Change in
Stormwater Management
ncreased flooding, severe degradation
of the region’s creeks and rivers with
alarmingly poor water quality and the
high economic price taxpayers are
paying for ‘fixes’ began an internal
discussion within NLI’s Education
Committee. NLI had participated in
developing the Kishwaukee River
Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan to
better protect this wonderfully diverse
natural area, and we wanted to facilitate
a broader local discussion with our local
elected officials and professionals. (See
http://krep.bios.niu.edu for details and a
list of partners and funders for this project).

I

Spring Field Botany Day

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Jill Kennay

Hill prairie at Nygren Wetland Preserve. Photo: Mark Blassage

Continued on page 12

Spring Field Botany Day
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To join NLI’s Education Committee,
call Kim Johnsen for meeting times.

An Outdoor Classroom
atural Land Institute hosted several
field trips to Nygren Wetland
Preserve this past summer and fall.
Middle and High School students
from the ESL/Multicultural Summer
School program (Rockford Public Schools)
visited in July. They saw American White
Pelicans fly into the wetland, learned
about prairie wildflowers and grasses,
and why wetlands are important for
filtering water and holding flood waters.
Stephanie Plourde (Supervisor of
Bilingual and Multicultural Education/
RPS) said the following day in an email,
“The kids were still talking and learning
about what they saw when I stopped by
summer school today! Many of our
students are very new to this country and
they have never experienced a wetland or
prairie before!”
In September biology classes from
Hononegah and Auburn High Schools
used Nygren Wetland Preserve as an
outdoor classroom when they evaluated
and studied the water in Raccoon Creek,
the life in a prairie, and recorded what
they saw in the natural environment
around them in other areas of
the preserve.
Peterson Meadows residents, the
Center for Learning in Retirement and
the University of Illinois Extension
Master Naturalist Class also visited the
preserve in recent months.

Technical Seminar: The Case for
Change in Stormwater Management
Continued from page 11

Photo: Kim Johnsen

NLI’s Education Committee
partnered with Winnebago County,
Winnebago County Soil & Water
Conservation District, Boone County
Conservation District, and the Rockford
Metropolitan Agency for Planning to
plan and host a Technical Stormwater
Management Seminar in August. The
presenters showed projects and explored
creating long term solutions to our
flooding and water quality challenges.
Working together to better protect the
natural functions of our existing natural
areas and mimic those functions in
development areas while simultaneously
growing the vitality and economy of our
communities is our goal.
BREAKFAST SPONSORS: Northern
Regional Groundwater Protection &
Planning Committee, Kishwaukee
River Ecosystem Partnership,
Christopher B. Burke Engineering,
Ltd., Geosyntec Consultants.

Auburn High School students at Nygren Wetland Preserve

Art in Nature

Art in Nature
or the third year in a row, Natural Land
Institute’s Education Committee
presented the Art in Nature program at
Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden on
May 15. We appreciate Klehm Arboretum
for being our program partner and
Rockford Area Arts Council for
supporting this
program through a
Community Arts
Access Grant.
The first two
years we worked
with Julia Lathrop
Elementary School students and this
year we expanded it to include Lathrop
and RESA Middle School students. There
were 50 fifth-graders and 55 sixth-graders
that participated.
“This was the best day of my life”,
said several students from Lathrop School,
according to Art Teacher Sherrie Dorr.
She said the kids loved the program, were
very excited about getting to keep the
sketch books and other supplies given to
them and simply enjoyed being outside.
The presenters instructed the
students to draw trees or landscapes and
write about their experiences. They
learned how to identify trees by the
leaves, bark and branches and that some
plants have distinctive aromas. The
young people were taught how to write
about their experience using their senses
and using different writing styles such as
comparisons and personification. For
some of the students, the day gave them

F

Photo: Jill Kennay

NLI Executive Director Kerry Leigh
addresses the importance of
stormwater management for
biodiversity

Photos: Jill Kennay
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Writings
and
drawings
from
Lathrop
School

Thank you to the presenters and
volunteers. Presenters: Sherrie Dorr,
Artist and Art Teacher, Julia Lathrop
Elementary School; Art Teacher
and Artist, Adriana Villagomez;

Art in Nature

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Jill Kennay

their first sighting of an Eastern Bluebird
and a Red-tailed Hawk. We hope you
enjoy the writings and drawings selected
by the teachers to share with you.

and Student
Art Teacher,
Linda Gorman
from RESA
Middle School.
John Moors,
Director of Collections
at Klehm Arboretum
& Botanic Garden;
and Christine
Swanberg,
Writer and Poet.
Volunteers:
Karen Blomgren,
Beth Donahue,
Scott Steurer,
Rick Barton,
Laura Sjoquist,
Jim McFarlane, Maria Mendia.
NLI staff: Kim Wheeler Johnsen,
Director of Marketing & Membership. P
This program was partially supported by a grant
from the Rockford Area Arts Council which receives
support from the City of Rockford, the Illinois Arts
Council and its members.

Art in Nature students touch and smell fragrant herbs
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NLI Trustee Troy Skwor
helps a child make a
pinecone bird feeder
using peanut butter
and bird seed.

aking the message of our mission
to local community events is an
important way to connect with
others. We appreciate the opportunity to
share our work and opportunities for
you to play a role in helping protect the
natural world.
OUTREACH
In May we
partnered with the Regional Design
Center on two programs. One was a
presentation about Bald Eagles by
Barbara Williams that was in conjunction
with the Bald Eagle Photography Exhibit
by Chuck Finch for the First Friday
event on May 3. The other one was on
May 6 and featured a public presentation
by NLI Executive Director Kerry Leigh
about the Kishwaukee River Green

Photo: Jill Kennay
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August 15 and at the GPS Farmers
Market on July 17. Hosting a naturethemed kids activity provides an
opportunity to talk to parents and other
market visitors about NLI’s mission.
On July 17th NLI participated at the
UTC Aerospace Systems Health Fair at
their 11th Street plant with an information
table and talked about opportunities to
get outside and enjoy nature by
volunteering at stewardship days.

Infrastructure Plan. On June 14 NLI
hosted an information table with retired
land surveyor Don Sonneson, and his
wife, Linda at the Swedish Historical
Society’s Midsommar Fest. Don and
Linda were wonderful hosts and displayed
historic maps and land surveying
equipment. Along with them, Kim
Johnsen and Kerry Leigh talked to
festival guests about the NLI mission
and how land surveying played an
important role in recording the natural
history of our country. It was interesting
to people to see how looking at the survey
map of a specific area showed what was
there prior to European settlement.
The NLI Marketing & Membership
Committee hosted children activities at
Rockford City Market on June 27 and

Former NLI Executive Director Jerry Paulson leads a Wildflower Walkabout

Wildflower Walkabout
nce a week for eleven weeks,
mid-April through the end of June,
free walking tours were presented by
the Natural Land Institute and Severson
Dells Nature Center. Rambling through
the wooded areas and prairies of north
central Illinois with experts pointing out

O
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Reaching Out to Others

Marsh Marigolds

15
15

Wine and Brew at the Wetland Event Chair Charlie Sturm, in green

by volunteers: Keith Blackmore
(Northwest Illinois Audubon Society),
Barbara Williams (North Central Illinois
Ornithological Society), Mark Keister
(Macktown Living History), and Lee and
Lynda Johnson (Sand Bluff Bird
Observatory). The eleven preserves were:
Wilson Prairie Nature Preserve, Anna
Page Park, Kinnikinnick Creek Nature
Preserve, Rockton Bog Nature Preserve,
Laona Heights Nature Preserve, Howard D.
Colman Dells Nature Preserve, Harlem
Hills Nature Preserve, Searls Prairie
Nature Preserve, Beach Cemetery Prairie
Nature Preserve, Sugar River Alder
Forest Preserve, Ferguson Forest Preserve.

Wine & Brew at the Wetland
he casual outdoor event, Wine &
Brew at the Wetland, kicked off the
summer season on Saturday, June 7, and
showed off Nygren Wetland Preserve’s
late spring wildflowers and stunning
wildlife. Many guests were excited to see
dozens of American White Pelicans flying
overhead during the event and in the
oxbow lake at the wetland that afternoon.
A large Fox Snake was discovered during
one of the guided tours of the prairie,
which caused quite a bit of excitement.
Guests mingled with friends, listened
to classical guitarist, Ted Stavrou, sampled
wine by Artale Wine Company and beer
by Rockford Brewing Company and
walked around the preserve enjoying the
beautiful setting. Toni’s of Winnebago
provided gourmet appetizers. Proceeds
from this event benefit restoration and
management of Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Photo: Kim Johnsen
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City Market Outreach

Photo: Jill Kennay

NLI Vice President
Mark Keister
leads a
Wildflower
Walkabout

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: kim Johnsen

what you see along the way is an excellent
way to learn how to identify woodland
wildflowers, trees, prairie plants, birds
and other flora and fauna. The hikes take
you deep into forests and prairies, often
off trail, and to some preserves that are
seldom open to the public. They are also
a great opportunity to take photographs
of beautiful and rarely seen places.
We couldn’t provide the walkabout
series without help from our partners, as
well as staff and volunteers from these
organizations. Thank you to the tour
guides and the organizations that own
the different preserves that we visited:
Kevin Rohling, Jerry Paulson, Gary
and Judy Anderson (NLI), Don Miller
and Greg Keilback (Severson Dells
Nature Center), Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County, Brian Hale (Boone
County Conservation District), Jack
Armstrong and Nathan Hill (Rockford
Park District) and Illinois Department of
Natural Resources. Tours were also led

Photo: Jill Kennay

Natural Land Institute

Wine and Brew at the Wetland

Thank you to all of the event sponsors
including the MAJOR SPONSOR ($1,200)
Sjostrom & Sons, Inc. and SUPPORTING
SPONSORS ($1,000) Campbell Science,
and Specialty Screw Corporation.
Thank you to Charlie Sturm, Event
Chair, for his time and contributions to
making this a successful event and to all
of our volunteers.

Wildflower Weekend
he two-day Wildflower Weekend
event held on July 12 & 13 was a
free family-friendly event that provided a
variety of activities on Saturday and
quiet walks and meditation with Qigong
in nature on Sunday. Nearly 300 people
visited the preserve during the course of
the two days. The wagon ride tours of
the preserve were very popular and made
stops along the way at the wetland bird
watching and native pollinator station,
the creek biology station (the kids loved
this one!) and the pond turn-around
where guests could get off the wagon

T

Continued on page 16
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Wildflower Weekend

Photo: Jill Kennay

and walk to see the impact of a large
beaver dam.
At the front of the preserve under
and near the big tent there were
exhibitors such as Northern Illinois
Raptor & Rehab Education Center, Two
Toads Environmental Experiences, an
archeology display by Sara Pfannkuche,
nature-themed art glass for sale by Bob
Smith and bald eagle photos for sale by
Wayne Dust. Laura Sjoquist provided
art classes for children and adults
overlooking the gorgeous wildflowers.
Guided walking tours of the Anne Meyer
Prairie Garden were ongoing throughout
Saturday and Sunday. Backpack exploring
for kids and geocaching were new
activities at this year’s event and a big
hit. Guests loved listening to the amazing
and award-winning storyteller Jim May.
Thanks to Tamara Bogard from
Namaste Studios for leading two Qigong
sessions on Sunday. What a perfect
setting for this type activity.
We appreciate all of our volunteers
and exhibitors who helped make it a
successful event. Thank you to all of the
sponsors including the MAJOR SPONSOR
($1,500): BMO Harris Bank.

Photo: Jill Kennay

Continued from page 15

Wildflower Weekend

Wildflower Weekend

Inspiring Nature Poetry Party
he “Nature Poetry Party,” celebrating
the natural world, was an inspiring
evening for the 26 people who attended
NLI Trustees Ruth Little and Mary
and participated at Katie’s Cup, on
Caskey at Wildflower Weekend
Tuesday, October 21. Thank you to all
of the featured poets:
Christine Swanberg
(also our MC), Mary
Caskey (NLI Trustee),
Dorothy Bock (CoFounder Womanspace),
Carolyn Bailey,
Gina Wise and
Christopher Sims.
Look for more
nature poetry sharing
programs in the
coming year.
Inspiring Nature Poetry Party
Photo: Kerry Leigh

Photo: Jill Kennay
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Natural Land Institute’s Annual
Dinner and Fundraiser was on March
25 at Cliffbreakers in Rockford. This
annual event highlights the activities and
accomplishments of you, our organization’s
staff, volunteers and supporters. It’s a
time to gather and encourage each other
in our mission to create an enduring
legacy of natural land in northern Illinois
for people, plants and animals.
Each year since 1997 NLI has
recognized a person or couple who has
done extraordinary things in land
conservation. This year the NLI Board of
Trustees selected Dave and Nancy Voss
to receive the George and Barbara Fell
Award because of their exceptional
support of preservation of our natural
world. Dave and Nancy were inspired to
support NLI beginning in 2005 when
they were first introduced to the
organization. They have loyally assisted
NLI in pursuit of its
mission through the
years and have
inspired their friends
to join them in their
efforts resulting in
increased awareness
and support for the
mission of NLI. In
addition, their
Joel Greenberg
commitment to
supporting the Nygren Wetland
Endowment Fund through spontaneous
and planned giving will ensure the longterm land management for the 721-acre
wildlife refuge for future generations.
The guest speaker was Joel
Greenberg, author of 4 books including
“A Feathered River Across the Sky:
The Passenger Pigeon’s Flight to
Extinction,” published in January.
Mr. Greenberg has done extensive
research on the Passenger Pigeon
which became extinct in 1914.
Passenger Pigeons once numbered in
Photo: Jill Kennay
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Natural Land Institute
Past recipients of the George
and Barbara Fell Award

Nancy and Dave Voss
received the George and
Barbara Fell Award

1997
1998
1999
2000

Photo: Jill Kennay

the billions and yet within a matter of
decades were driven to extinction by
human exploitation.
Mr. Greenberg talked about the
result of human actions on the Passenger
Pigeon and highlighted the important
lessons their extinction teaches people
today. Greenberg helped spearhead
Project Passenger Pigeon and is
co-producer of the documentary
“From Billions to None: The Passenger
Pigeon’s Flight to Extinction.”
Thank you to all of our program
advertisers and the table sponsors
(Bill and Sally Hoff, NorthPointe

17

Health & Wellness Campus, Dan and
Barbara Williams, WilliamsMcCarthy
LLP, Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County).
Our nature-themed silent
auction raised a significant
amount of money thanks
to the talented efforts of Judy
Barnard who coordinated it.
We would also like to thank
Barbara Williams and Rock
Valley Garden Center for
the lovely shamrock plant
centerpieces. Proceeds benefit
the mission of NLI. P

2001
2002
2003
2004
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Barbara Fell (Rockford, Illinois)
Dorothy Wade (Oregon, Illinois)
Bruce Ross-Shannon (Rockford, Illinois)
Keith and Mary Blackmore
(Forreston, Illinois)
Jack and Joyce Armstrong (Rockford, Illinois)
Mary B. Bushnell (Stillman Valley, Illinois)
Tim Keller (Sterling, Illinois)
Mark Keister (Winslow, Illinois)
Lee Johnson (Shirland, Illinois)
Dr. Richard Newsome (Beloit, Wisconsin)
Russell Johansson (Rockford, Illinois)
William Howenstine (McHenry, Illinois)
Nancy Hamill Winter (Stockton, Illinois)
Richard and Karen Gadke (Capron, Illinois)
Judy McCleary (Roscoe, Illinois)
Jerry Paulson (Caledonia, Illinois)
Dave and Nancy Voss (Rockford, Illinois)

Laura Sjoquist generously donated her
original framed artwork to NLI; it was used
for the program and the silent auction.

Now Accepting Nominations for the 2015 George and Barbara Fell Award
Nominations for the 2015 George and Barbara Fell
Award are now being accepted by the Natural Land
Institute. Nominees for the award should demonstrate
creativity or leadership in the preservation or
stewardship of natural areas, restoration of natural
areas, or have a history of promoting an understanding
of the natural world in our region. Nominees can work
or volunteer in any area of activity related to land
conservation, such as natural resource management,
education, journalism, law or science. The highest
consideration will be given to nominees with
distinguished lifetime accomplishments.
The presentation of the land conservation award will
be at the Natural Land Institute’s Annual Dinner to be
held the evening of Tuesday, March 24, 2015 in Rockford.
The award is named for George and Barbara Fell who

founded the Natural Land Institute in 1958 and devoted
their lives to the protection of natural areas in Illinois.
Nominating Rules and Criteria:
Submit the nomination information by responding to
the bullet points below on a separate document up to
two pages. Mail the nomination and any optional
supplemental materials and photos to Natural Land
Institute, 320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL 61104 or
email the nomination to info@naturalland.org.
Nomination deadline: Friday, January 16, 2015.
■ Name of nominee, title, address, telephone, e-mail.
■ Describe the achievements that form the basis for
this nomination.
■ Describe the scope of the activity and the resources
or issues addressed.

■ Describe how creativity or leadership was
demonstrated.
■ What other decisions or actions illustrate the
nominees overall, long-term commitment to
natural area preservation and activities designed to
restore and/or preserve natural diversity of
ecosystems? How has this commitment been
communicated to the public?
■ To what extent has the nominee’s accomplishments
addressed resources preservation issues of
widespread concern regionally or globally?
■ Name of the person(s) making the nomination, title,
address, telephone, e-mail.
For more information call 815-964-6666 or visit our
website at www.NaturalLand.org.
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Thank you to our generous donors
Protectors of
the Land
($5,000 and over)
Anonymous
Jon and Joy Duerr
Mrs. John J. Fulton
James Godshalk and
Marjorie Lundy
Jack and Colleen Holmbeck
Kent and
Kathleen Lawrence
Judy McCleary
Gordon and Linda Neese
Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards of the Land
($2,500 - $4,999)
Jay and Jane Evans
Gary and Darcy Hess
William and Sally Hoff
Robert Nelson and
Tricia Davey
Herb and Marianna Page

Trustees of the Land
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Gary and Judy Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Dorothy Baits
Ben Harding Family
Foundation
Dr. Ron and
Carol Burmeister
Fred and Meg Bushnell
Mary Caskey
Lowell and Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne and
Gordon Eggers
Ray and Char Ferguson
Ann Haverstock
Jeffrey Jens and
Ann Boisclair
Mark Keister and
Sheryl Wolff
Jerry Kolar
Mary Lou Lafler
Richard Luthin
Norman and Anne Meyer
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Don and Espie Nelson
Ted Ross and Kathie Ayres
Ruthe Falk and
Bruce Ross-Shannon
Karen Ruffner
Tom and Linda Sandquist
Dale Shriver
Guy Smith
Specialty Screw Corp.
Randy and Dana Vincent
Daniel and
Barbara Williams

Thank You to NLI Project Partners
David and
Colleen Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Jeffrey R. Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Kristin Anderson
Charitable Foundation

Linda and
John Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Tracy E. Anderson
Charitable Foundation
M.R. Bauer Foundation
Black-Periman Foundation

Community Foundation of
Northern Illinois
The Crown Family
EarthShare Illinois
Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family Foundation

Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation
Illinois Department of
Natural Resources
Merrill Johnson Trust
Land Trust Alliance
McCleary Family
McKnight Foundation

Gordon and Linda Neese
Rockford Area Arts Council
ThermoFisher Scientific
UTC Aerospace Systems
Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation
Dave and Nancy Voss

Kathryn Mattison
Karen Matz
Nancy C. Maze
Lora McClelland and
Michael Simmons
Elizabeth McCoy
Gary W. and
Joanne L. McIntyre
John and Barbara McNamara
Randy and Jessie Mermel
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Jim Miglin
Steve and Janet Moore
Jerry Moors
John and Marjorie Nash
Robert Nelson and
Tricia Davey
Don and Espie Nelson
Richard and Luci Nora
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Nore
NorthPointe Health &
Wellness Center
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Oakridge Properties
Patrick and Doreen O’Brien
John and Nancy Olson
Bryan and Kimberly Orvis
Herbert Parris, M.D.
Bruce and Susan Peterson
Mark and Kay Powell
Tom Ptacin
George Ralph, III
James T. Robinson
Rockford Bank and Trust
Rockford Park District
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Tom and Carole Root
John and Alice Rowley
Gary and Wendy Rubin
Rick and Marlene Rudey
John and Mary Sanders
Thomas P. Sandquist
Tom and Linda Sandquist

Savant Capital, LLC
Dennis and Julia Schaer
Stephen J. Schmaeng
Julianne Schmidt
Roger and Pamela Schmidt
Steve and Joy Schneider
David and Sue Schroepfer
Barbara and Jack Simon
David and Connie Sliktas
Guy Smith
Lloyd Smith
Mary Ann Smith
Randy and Barb Smith
Paul and Carol Soderholm
Specialty Screw Corp.
Jackie Spelman
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Elba Stirlen
Brad Suster
Wayne Svoboda
Stephen and Suzette Symes
ThermoFisher Scientific
James Tibensky
Henry Tideman
Title Underwriters Agency
Dean and Pat Tollefsrud
Randy and Julie Trank
Janet Trestik
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Viking Chemical
Barry and Sherry Viktora
Dave and Nancy Voss
John and Susan Walt
John and Mary Warnock
Richard and Jane Weigle
Chuck and Pat Wemstrom
Joylene Westphal
Daniel and Barbara Williams
WilliamsMcCarthy, LLP
Richard and Nancy Wilson
Nancy Hamill Winter

Thank you to our $100+ Donors January – October 2014
Abreo Restaurant
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Brad and Glenna Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Bruce and Patty Atwood
LeRoy and Kathy Bach
Dorothy Baits
Ellen Baker
Larry and Donna Balch
Francie Barnes
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Sarah, Gill and
Mark Batterman
Mary Jane Baucom
Robert L. and Beverly Beebe
Gary and Tiffani Bell
Merle and Eunice Benning
John and Marilyn Bettice
Chuck and Karen Blomgren
Jeffrey Jens and Ann Boisclair
Boone County
Conservation District
Robert Bowen
Gene and Muriel Boyd
Michael and Nancy Boyer
Alan Branhagen
Dan and Stacy Burton
Leroy and Diane Busker
John C. Carleton
Mary Caskey
Gary and Debra Chessare
Steve and Diane Clark
John R. Cook III
Jack and Lora Cook
Keith Copeland
John O. Culley
Teresa Wilmot and Frank Dajka
Peter Damby
Davey Resource Group
Joan Davis
John Defenbaugh
Roger Derix

Thank you to recent
Nygren Wetland
Endowment Fund
Donors
Chuck and Karen Blomgren
Jay and Jane Evans
Ruth and Tom Little
Specialty Screw Corp.
Charles Sturm

Michael A. and
Sondra K. Descamps
Mauricio and Janet Diaz
Elizabeth Dickinson
Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Deb Dietz
Michael and Eleanor Doar
Randy and Sylvia Downing
Dennis Dreher
Jon and Joy Duerr
Douglas G. Ecker
Lowell and Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne and
Gordon Eggers
Mike and Deb Eickman
Ellida Lodge #25 IOV
Sylvia Emerson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Craig and Bonnie Erdmier
Thomas and Sandra Jo Evett
Paul and Celia Fallon
Ray and Char Ferguson
Vincent Fidanza
Kay Fisher
Ken and Darlene Fiske
Barry and Diane Fitz
Frank and Barbara Flores
Loren and Jan Floto
Franklin Creek Preservation
Area Committee
Chellis French
Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Nancy Garst
Emily Gayle
Gordon and Nada Geddes
Frank and Mary Lou Ginestra
Peter Giolitto
Roger and Carolyn Greenlaw
Virginia Gregory
Mark and Holly Grocholl
Jeff and Therese Grumley
Andrew Gulya

Dennis and Terrie Hall
Peter and Nancy Halverson
Brett and Margret Hanson
Greg and Sherry Harlan
Ann Haverstock
Don and Marilyn Heneghan
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Ray and Nina Herzer
Marcia Hill
Paul and Linda Hoefert
William and Sally Hoff
Jack and Colleen Holmbeck
Marlowe and Nancy Holstrum
Ed and Beth Howard
Jean Howell
Kurt Hubbard
Dean Huisingh
Robert Ivey
Eugene Jarvis
Kurt and Susan Jensen
David and Anita Johnson
Lee and Lynda Johnson
Rick and Elvy Johnson
Mark and
Nancy Kalchbrenner
Jim and Pam Keeling
Mark Keister and
Sheryl Wolff
Jeff and Barbara Kelly
Jean Killingsworth
Larry Konstant
Ed and Susan Lacerra
Mary Lou Lafler
Kent and Kathleen Lawrence
Ray and Deborah Lecuyer
Dick Leighton
Chuck and Michele Lind
Ruth and Tom Little
Richard Luthin
Lydia S. Macauley
Kay MacNeil
Mark and Julie Maffei
Julieanne and Erik Mason

Thank you to our generous donors who provide matching gifts to NLI’s Invasive Species Grants
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Mary Caskey
Robert Clark
Community Foundation of
Northern Illinois
John O. Culley
Gwen and Ron Deters
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Ray and Char Ferguson

Dennis and Terrie Hall
Brett and Margret Hanson
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Kurt Hubbard
Jim Johannsen
Curt and Kim Johnsen
Mary Lou Lafler
Susan Lehnhardt

Tim and Janaan Lewis
Ruth and Tom Little
Dan and Amy Loescher
Gilbert and Sharon Mitchell
Mary and Richard Mohaupt
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
John and Nancy Olson
Rick and Marlene Rudey

Jack and Terryl Shouba
Reed Sjostrom
Stephen and Suzette Symes
Henry Tideman
Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Dave and Nancy Voss
Joe and Joella Warner
Daniel and Barbara Williams

Natural Land Institute

19

Whooping Crane Protection Protocols
pleased when three Whooping Cranes
visited Nygren Wetland this fall,
November 13 – 16. We purposefully did
not announce this to the public until
after we knew they had left to continue
their journey.
“Protection Protocols” have
been established for the safety of the
Whooping Cranes:
■ Do not report their exact location
until after they have left the area.
Until then, only say what county
they are in.
■ Do not get close to them. It is

Corporate Council

interesting to hear how the manufacturing
industry has made remarkable changes
in production of goods that are more
efficient and environmentally friendly in
the past four decades.
Any business interested in
supporting the mission of NLI may
join the Corporate Council.
For more information and to join,
contact Kim Johnsen, Director of
Marketing & Membership, by phone:
815-964-6666 or email:
kjohnsen@naturalland.org
or go online to
http://www.naturalland.org/ab_
corporatecouncil.html.

W

he Corporate Council of the
Natural Land Institute brings
together like-minded business
leaders to share ideas and support the
land conservation work of our
organization and promotes the green
business practices of its members.
Mike Nicholas, President of
Rockford Area Economic Development
Council, was the guest speaker at the
luncheon program on October 29. He
told the group about recent successes
and the many businesses making large
investments in our community. It was

T

America Gives More Act
he America Gives More Act,
H.R. 4719, is intended to inspire
an increase in charitable giving
by providing permanent tax breaks in
five areas. The H.R. 4719 bill was passed
by the House of Representatives in July,
but it still needs to be passed in the
Senate. The Senate is expected to review
this. They may revise it to be retroactive
for 2014 and extend it through the
end of 2015.
One key item in the bill is related to

T

conservation easements. The provision
allows enhanced tax deductions for land
owners who donate a conservation
easement to land trusts such as NLI.
Another key item in the bill that
impacts all not-for-profits is related to the
IRA Charitable Rollover. Contributions
by individuals age 70½ or older from an
IRA or Roth IRA that go directly to a
public charity can be treated as nontaxible income. No goods or services can
be received for the contribution.
Summary of the bill from
https://www.congress.gov/bill/

Juvenile
Whooping
Crane at
Nygren
Wetland
Preserve

Photo: Michael Descamps

hooping Cranes were put on
the federal Endangered
Species List in 1967. Thanks
to the efforts of Operation Migration and
other organizations Whooping Crane
populations have increased to 599 captive
and wild birds (2011), but are still
considered endangered (International
Crane Foundation). A modest number,
97, are migrating on their own in the
wild. Through habitat restoration like
that at Nygren Wetland Preserve the
Whooping Cranes have places to rest and
feed during their migration. We were very

recommended to keep at least
600 feet away so they can’t
see humans or hear their voices.
■ Do not startle them with unusually
loud noises. P

Thank you to these 2014
Corporate Council Members:
$5,000+
Voss Metals Co.
$1,000+
Campbell Supply Company
Specialty Screw Corporation
$500+
Androck Hardware
Tyler’s Landscaping Services
$250+
Arc Design Resources, Inc.
Davey Resource Group
Hey and Associates
Olson Ecological Solutions
Viking Chemical P

113th-congress/house-bill/4719
It makes permanent: (1) tax-free
distributions from individual retirement
accounts (IRAs) for charitable purposes,
and (2) the tax deduction for charitable
contributions by individuals and
corporations of real property interests
for conservation purposes.
Another item of interest to any
philanthropist: it allows taxpayers to
treat a charitable contribution made
after the close of the taxable year but
before the due date of the tax return as
being made in such taxable year. P
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Grant Funds Support New Equipment, Leading to Improved Habitats
recently received a $1,200 award from the Volunteer Stewardship
Network Stewardship Fund, which is supported by co-partners: The
Nature Conservancy and Illinois Nature Preserves Commission. The money was
used to purchase two mid-size brushcutter clearing saws to help our volunteer
stewards with land management at several of our preserves. Thank you to the VSN,
TNC and INPC.
NLI was also awarded two grants for stewardship equipment from the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Preservation Fund in August. One grant for
$2,000 was used to purchase an invasive species control brush mower. The second
grant for $1,808 was used to purchase prescribed fire equipment.
Director of Stewardship, Kevin Rohling, said the new brush mower will enable
NLI to better control the invasive woody species growing on 20 natural areas owned
by NLI. Some of these preserves are designated Illinois Nature Preserves and Land and
Water Reserves. “The use of this equipment will lead to improved habitats and greater
plant and animal diversity,” said Rohling. He also said, “the prescribed burn
equipment will increase the capacity of NLI and expand our ability to burn additional
sites in fire-starved natural areas across the region, which will support many non-game
wildlife and native plant species.” The equipment will enable NLI to use more
volunteers, accomplishment more land protection projects and share equipment with
organizations such as the Winnebago County Chapter: Pheasants Forever.
This project was possible through a grant from the Illinois Wildlife Preservation
Fund Grant Program. The program, offered through the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, is designed to preserve, protect, perpetuate and enhance nongame wildlife and native plant resources of Illinois through preservation of a
satisfactory and ecologically balanced environment. Funds for this grant program are
from the tax check-off offered on Illinois income tax returns. P

Prescribed burn
at Howard D. Colman
Dells Nature Preserve

Photo: Kevin Rohling

NLI

he Marketing & Membership
Committee launched a
membership drive this past
summer to attract new members. Firsttime donors who give $35 will receive a
bag with the NLI logo. Those who give
$50 will receive a bistro coffee mug with
the logo, plus the bag. With gifts of $100
or more you will receive the bag, mug
and a baseball cap with the NLI logo on
it. Anyone who signs up online for the
monthly giving option to protect nature
for as little as 33 cents per day ($10
month) is eligible to receive all three
items. The membership thank you gifts
may be picked up in the NLI office.
To get existing members excited
about recruiting new members we have

Photo: Kim Johnsen

T

arranged a challenge for you with a very
entertaining reward. The challenge:
members who enroll at least one new
member to NLI on the monthly on-line
giving option will be eligible to win 2
adult subscription tickets to the

Rockford Coronado Concert
Association 2015 – 2016 Season series
of performances (a $250 value). The
deadline to enter the drawing for these
tickets is December
31, 2014. The winner
of the drawing will
be announced in
January. When, as an NLI member, you
enroll a new member from your friends
and family network through the monthly
on-line giving option, simply give us
their name, and you will be entered in
the drawing. Thank you to the RCCA for
providing the prize for the drawing.
Monthly online giving is available at
www.NaturalLand.org, Click on Giving,
then Monthly Giving. P

Three Whooping Cranes at Nygren Wetlan Preserve. Photo: Michael Descamps

New Membership Campaign Thank You Gifts

Natural Land Institute
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People and the Land

age of 86 on May 12. Grace was a very active
person who had a passion for nature and loved
teaching her children and grandchildren about the
natural world, especially flowers, birds and animals.
NLI Trustee, Ray Ferguson and his wife, Char,
received the Seth B. Atwood Award in April. They
were recognized because of the many
contributions they have made to conservation
and natural history including Historic Macktown
and Ferguson Forest Preserve. The award is
presented by Rockford Park District and Forest
Preserves of Winnebago County. P

Jill Kennay celebrates
with her family.

Char and Ray Ferguson
received the Seth B.
Atwood Award
Don Wortmann, M.D., 88, passed away on
October 30. Dr. Wortmann was an NLI Trustee
and served on the Education Committee for
six years. He loved sharing his passion for nature
by teaching children through NLI educational
programs and events.

Norine Mahlburg, 97, passed away on July 21.
Her husband, Milton Mahlburg, was a founding
board member of NLI in 1958.

We sincerely thank Mark Blassage and
Michael Descamps for sharing their Whooping
Crane photos with us for this issue and
appreciate the time they spent at the preserve
capturing their beauty.

Natural Land Institute received the Winnebago
County Board Chairman Scott Christiansen’s
Leadership by Example Award at the Northern
Illinois Renewable Energy Summit and Expo on
October 10.

Grace Leighton, NLI member, community
volunteer and philanthropist, passed away at the

Photo: Jill Kennay

Terrie Hall, 67, passed away on October 30, after
a two-year battle
with ALS. Terrie
was a Trustee of
NLI from June,
2008 to February,
2014. Terrie
served on the
Land Conservation
and Board
Development
Committees, as
well as Chair of the Personnel Committee and
oversaw the transition and search for a new
Executive Director.

Photo: Kerry Leigh

In April NLI Trustees and staff recognized
Assistant Director, Jill Kennay for her 25 years of
dedicated service from 1988 to 2013.

Trustee spotlight...

Mark Maffei

(Term: June, 2000 – Present)

ark was raised in Chicago and always knew he wanted
to work with animals. He thought that
meant being a veterinarian until he went to the University of
Illinois where he discovered ecology and wildlife
biology. After completing his Ph.D. at S.I.U. in Carbondale,
Mark was hired as the Refuge Biologist for 140,000 acres of
Everglades. While in Florida Mark was one of the principal
members of a team of federal scientists and lawyers that sued
the state of Florida over pollution entering the Everglades.
Mark moved back to Rockford in 1995 to help run the family
business, Androck Hardware, which is a member of NLI’s Corporate Council, and
continued to consult on a variety of issues for the National Park Service and the
Department of Justice. In 2000 he was introduced to NLI by his longtime friend,
Russ Johansson. Mark became a board member in 2000 and served as President
from 2002 to 2005. Mark has facilitated the last two strategic plans for NLI covering
the last 10 years, and continues to provide input to NLI through his role as a member
of the Board and as Chair of the Science Advisory Committee. Being involved with
NLI gives Mark a way to channel his passion for maintaining a healthy earth, while
giving NLI his invaluable expertise. P

Barbara Fell
Barbara Fell celebrated her 94th birthday in
July and continues to share her convictions
about protecting land. She was out and about in
the past few months visiting natural areas.
She took a tour of Nachusa Grasslands, Illinois
Beach State Park, the George B. Fell Nature
Preserve at Castle Rock State Park and a private
landowner’s prairie.

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Jill Kennay

M
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Photo: Christy Trank

In the end, we will conserve
only what we love.
We will love
only what we understand.
We will understand
only what we are taught.
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Proud supporter of:

Nature in bloom.
BMO Harris Bank salutes the work of the Natural Land Institute.

– Baba Dioum, Senegalese poet
BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC.

Schnucks eScrip Customer Card
o you shop at Schnuck’s? You can support Natural Land Institute each time
you buy groceries there simply by handing your Schnuck’s “gas” card to the
check-out clerk. A percentage of what you
spend will be given to NLI and you can
save ten cents per gallon of gas at Kelly’s
Market Mobil Stations for every $100 you
spend at Schnucks. What a deal, huh?
But, you have to make sure you designate
Natural Land Institute as your charity of
choice so proceeds from your purchase go
to NLI. You can sign up for a card with Kim Johnsen in the NLI office or at any
Schnuck’s location. We appreciate your support. P

D

bmoharris.com

Sustainability
I N V E S T I N G

B Y S A V A N T C A P I TA L M A N A G E M E N T

Savant’s values-based strategy allows investors to
Savant’s
align their portfolios with sustainability criteria in mind.
Savant Capital Management is a nationally recognized fee-only
wealth management firm that offers integrative investment

EarthShare

management and financial planning solutions to individuals, families,
foundations, trust funds, retirement plans and non-profit organizations.

Workplace Giving for Conservation

Call for a complimentary portfolio rreview
eview today!

is a member of EarthShare Illinois, an association of the nation’s
most respected environmental and conservation organizations.
Our thanks to those who support NLI through
their workplace giving and payroll deduction
campaigns. To learn how you and your workplace
can support NLI and land conservation,
please call 815-964-6666. P

NLI

815.227.0300
savantcapital.com
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✄
Your Land. Your Life. Your Legacy.
o you wish that you could protect that special place that you
enjoyed as a child or that marked a significant event in your
life? Most of us remember a place that changed or shaped our
lives, but it is now gone, or owned by someone else.
You can help create an enduring legacy of natural land that your
children or their children can learn to cherish by naming the
Natural Land Institute as a beneficiary in your will or including
us in your estate plans.You don’t own any wild land? You can
leave real estate, cash or securities that can be turned into bur
oaks, prairie grass and great blue herons, leaving a legacy of
natural land for future generations.

D

Gifts can be made to an endowment for a specific purpose, or
directed to a particular project or program. To find out more about
making a legacy gift to the Natural Land Institute, call Kerry Leigh
at 815-964-6666, email her at kleigh@naturalland.org, or mail
this form. All inquiries are confidential.

■ Please contact me about making a legacy gift to the
Natural Land Institute.
■ I/We have included the Natural Land Institute in our will
or estate plans.
Name ____________________________________________
Phone #_________________________ Best time to call_______

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 3619
Rockford, IL

320 S. Third Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: 815-964-6666
E-mail: info@naturalland.org

www.NaturalLand.org
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Mark your calendars

NLI Actively Uses Social Media to Reach Out
Like us, follow us, talk to us, share your photos with us

se one or two of these hashtags on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to help us
keep track of the conversation: #naturallandinstitute, #nygrenwetland,
#nli1958.
■ Facebook pages: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland Preserve,
Milan Bottoms – Natural Land Institute
■ Twitter.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ Tumblr.com: See our website news page or follow us on Tumblr at
“naturallandinstitute”
■ Flickr.com: Screen name: Natural Land Institute
■ Instagram.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ Prairie State Hike App: 99 cents. Apple/Android.
See Nygren Wetland – Nora Nature Trail
■ QR Codes connect you to information. Scan this code to
visit our website:

U

Tuesday, February 3, 2015
Wander at the Wetland:
Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike
4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
3190 West Rockton Road, Rockton, Illinois.
A free, family-friendly outdoor event. All ages,
families and individuals, will enjoy the natural
setting of the prairies and wetlands as they hike,
snowshoe or ski the trail set with hundreds of
luminaries under the full moon. Warm up in the
greenhouse “lodge” and around a bonfire.
Complimentary refreshments in the warm
winter-themed greenhouse lodge with cookies,
snacks, hot cocoa, coffee and tea. Throughout
the event there will be guided trail tours or selfguided hikes available. Luminaries sponsored
by NorthPointe Health & Wellness Campus.
Registration is requested for this free event.
Call 815-964-6666 or email:
info@naturalland.org by Monday, February 2,
2015. Donations will be accepted.
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 – 6:00 p.m.
Annual Dinner and Fundraiser
George and Barbara Fell Award Presentation
Guest Speaker: Peggy Macnamara,
Artist, Author, Professor at the School
of the Art Institute in Chicago, Artist in
Residence at the Field Museum.
www.PeggyMacnamara.com P
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