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Natural Land Institute
The mission of the Natural Land Institute 
is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in
northern Illinois for people, plants and animals.

Our Vision:We envision a world in which people
recognize that we are a part of nature and act
with the knowledge that our future depends upon
preserving the natural systems that support 
all life on Earth.
Since 1958, NLI, a member-supported 

non-profit organization, has protected, managed
and restored more than 16,000 acres of 
undeveloped natural land in Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin.
Serving as a regional land trust, NLI preserves

forests, prairies and wetlands for native plants
and animals, restores habitat for wildlife, protects
rivers and streams for fish and other aquatic
species, educates people about their part in nature,
and provides opportunities to enjoy natural areas.
The Natural Land Institute is supported in part 

by tax-deductible contributions. To donate, contact:
Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois 61104; 
Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or 
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.

Board of Trustees:
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Williams
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Barton
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellwyn Englof
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Ptacin
Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rolf Thienemann, III

Mary Caskey, Rockford
Steve Clark, Rockford
Jon Duerr, St. Charles
Jay Evans, Rockford
Ray Ferguson, Rockton
Paulette Gilbert, Rockford
Colleen Hoesly, Loves Park
Ruth Little, Rockford
Linda Miller, Rockford
Mark Maffei, Roscoe
Alan Nowicki, Freeport
Rebecca Olson, Rockford
Troy Skwor, Rockford
Thomas Sandquist, Rockford
Reed Sjostrom, Rockford
Michael White, Jr., Poplar Grove

Staff:
Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kerry Leigh
Assistant Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship  . . . . . . Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing &
Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Johnsen

Administrative Assistant  . . . . . . Jessica Formea
Restoration Ecologist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ed Cope

Weekly Volunteer:
Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marianna Page

A message from our Director of Stewardship...

Caring for the Land 

Greetings! It greatly pleases me to write to you as
the new Director of Stewardship. Since my hire 
in late July, NLI has been abuzz with activity,

especially in regard to land management. Between
familiarizing myself with the scope of NLI’s activities,
meeting some of you, and fulfilling management
responsibilities at our sites, I must say that I’m impressed
with what I see we’ve achieved, and excited about 
upcoming opportunities.

Our volunteer service days continue to produce
positive results at the Howard D. Colman Dells Nature
Preserve, Silver Creek Woods Preserve, Bur Oak Valley
Preserve, and Nygren Wetland Preserve. Activities have ranged widely, and a big
THANKS to the volunteers who continue to make it happen! Performing these tasks
has required ingenuity and dedication — especially once the summer heat cranked
up. Volunteers also assisted with repairs to equipment, general site maintenance, and
wildlife surveys and reporting. It has been great to see areas previously cleared of
exotic invasive species in the process of recovery!

Contracted restoration activities continue out at Burr Oak Valley Preserve and
Kyte River Bottoms Land and Water Reserve. These efforts will assist us in the
long-term management of these properties, each containing unique and critical
conservation values.

In August, Illinois Nature Preserves Commission representatives met me, 
NLI Restoration Ecologist Ed Cope, and long-time volunteer steward Tim Keller, 
at Lyndon-Agnew (Railroad Prairie) Nature Preserve. We observed an amazing
display of floral diversity in an ecosystem all but gone in the state of Illinois. We are
planning ongoing maintenance so that it may endure as an exemplary natural area
for future generations.

Looking ahead, NLI will host a second Prescribed Burn Crew Training for
volunteers, interested landowners and members of the public. Bill Bowes of
Silviculture: Fire Training and Forestry Management will be leading the 
two-day training on Saturday, October 31 and Sunday, November 1, 2015. Ongoing

activities include volunteer service days
at our preserves, with tasks ranging
from seed collection and brush removal
to prescribed burns. If you are itching
to tackle some land management tasks,
look for e-mail reminders, check out
our website, or call the NLI office. We
sincerely appreciate your involvement
and contributions! I look forward to
meeting more fine folks this fall 
and winter!    

Zachary Grycan
Director of Stewardship
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On the Cover:  Kishwaukee River Fall Colors, by David C. Olson

Milkweed Tussock Caterpillars
devour a milkweed leaf
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2014was a year that saw NLI
and its partners make

significant strides in protecting the
natural resources in this corridor. This
occurred through the triggering of a
series of Conservation Easements on

private land
bordering
the South

Branch of the Kishwaukee River in
DeKalb county; and on the Main Branch,
the completion of a natural resource
connectivity plan in an area of proposed
industrial development in Winnebago
County with significant natural and
recreational resources.

The South Branch 
Partnering with NLI, the Illinois

Department of Natural Resources,
through their C2000 program, provided
funds for NLI to purchase 30-year
Conservation Easements from seven
private contiguous landowners in 2004.
Now, ten years later, because of 
pre-existing CRP agreements, these
conservation easements have come 
into effect.

Some historians say that the word
Kishwaukee is an old name that means
Clear Waters. In honor of that history, and
for the functional role these easements
play in keeping the river water clean,
NLI has named these seven easements
Clear Water Legacy I. They are part of 
a larger complex of twelve protected
parcels along the south branch corridor
protecting a total of 417 acres.

These easements provide a forested
riparian buffer along the river, reducing
scour erosion of soils that were being
washed into the river, degrading its
water quality. The water quality of the
‘Kish’ is rated by the IEPA as “Fully
Supporting Aquatic Life,” however, this
particular stretch of the river is listed as
“Impaired Waters” with fish advisories.

That makes this portion of the river all
the more important to protect.

These properties overlie the ancient
Troy Bedrock Valley, a major river
valley that extended from Wisconsin
through Boone, Winnebago and DeKalb
counties. This ancient river valley had
steep 250 to 300 foot high cliffs on both
sides until the sand and gravel from the
meltwater of the Wisconsin-aged glaciers
eventually buried the Valley and created
a flat outwash plain. This new river
valley is what we are used to seeing
today. It’s amazing to imagine the ancient
landscape that lies under our feet!

Congratulations to our new C.E.
landowner families who have joined
NLI’s Heritage LandKeepers.

The Kishwaukee River is recognized
statewide for its diversity of fish and
mussels, migratory bird habitats, bald
eagles, ospreys, river otters, and high
quality natural woodlands and wetlands.
The Kishwaukee River provides quality
fishing, hiking, canoeing, tubing,
camping, picnicking, bird watching 
and other outdoor activities.

Solo canoeing on the
Kishwaukee River
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Strategies for an Ancient River Valley
The Kishwaukee River: One of the highest quality river systems in Illinois

Continued on page 4

CONSERVATION
EASEMENTS

    



The Main Branch: 
Land Protection Planning to
maintain a high quality resource

The Natural Land Institute, as a
partner in the Kishwaukee River
Ecosystem Partnership (KREP)
network, recognized that a new
industrial development corridor had
been identified in an area of the

Kishwaukee and
its tributary
Kilbuck Creek.

This area has significant natural and
recreational resources including the
scenic Kishwaukee River Gorge formed
at the end of the last ice age. The Forest
Preserves of Winnebago County and
the Rockford Park District have made
major public investments protecting
open space within this corridor. 

NLI and the KREP partnership also
includes the Illinois Department of

Natural Resources.We saw an opportunity
to provide cost-effective green
infrastructure information and technical
assistance to the local municipalities in
this development corridor. Local
businesses and industry as well as
residents have become increasingly
aware of the need to develop with a
long-term sustainability attitude. This
plan provides the foundation for
community leaders, developers and
natural resource groups to create a
vibrant region that attracts responsible
economic growth. Responsible growth
will protect our river, its water and
habitat quality as well as to the public
investments in parks and preserves that
have already been made along the river.  

The plan was funded in part by a
Boeing grant to the Chicago Wilderness
Sustainable Watershed Action Team. 
A consultant, Dennis Dreher of

Geosyntec, was hired to complete the
plan. The strength of this plan comes
from a significant public involvement
process that engaged the local
community in the planning effort over 
a two-year period. For more information,
and to find out what the next steps are,
contact NLI for your copy of the 
2014 Executive Summary.

“The foundation of green infrastructure
is connectivity, at the landscape scale, 
as it links the natural elements like river
corridors, woodlands, wetlands, and
grasslands so they can work together as 
a whole to sustain ecological values 
and functions.” The term ‘Green
Infrastructure’ was intended to reflect
the notion that natural systems are
important pieces of our infrastructure, 
as much as or more than what we think
of as ‘GRAY Infrastructure’ in our
developed areas.P
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Land Protection: Strategies for an Ancient River Valley
Continued from page 3

PLANNING

Kishwaukee River Corridor
Core Green Infrastructure
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Thank you so much everyone who responded to last
year’s appeal allowing us to liberate over 34 acres! Next
spring the Kyte River bottomlands will be full of very

happy chorus frogs and spring peepers singing their joy in their
new-found freedom from choking underbrush! More than 
90 species of birds, including great blue herons, find refuge here.

We now have a new opportunity! NLI has partnered with
the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation on a grant to fund an
Invasive Species Strike Team & Cooperative Weed
Management area!  

Every dollar you donate will be more than doubled!  

It’s not too late! You can make this happen.
Send your Kyte River Bottoms donation to:

Natural Land Institute
Attn. Tackling Invasive Threats Initiative – 2015
320 S. Third St., Rockford, Il. 61104
Or donate online at www.naturalland.org

P.S. Thank you for doing your part to protect 
my home!                 – Ted Heron, Great BlueP

Kyte River Bottoms Land and Water Reserve

Schlo-Mar Farm Land Donation

   

For four brothers, growing up with
summers spent on their uncles’
farm in Ogle County was part of

the golden days of their childhood. In
1937 their uncle Charles Edward
Marston, his sister and father moved to
the farm that had been in the family
since 1872. The three oldest brothers
came to the farm for the first time during
the summer of 1939. Over the years, the
boys took turns helping with the farming
and even built a barn. Charles enrolled
the farm in the national Centennial
Farm program in 1972.  

From the beginning, Charles was a
steward of the land he farmed, and was

one of the first farmers in 
the township to enroll in the
fledgling Soil Conservation
Service programs, and to
practice conservation tillage
and crop rotation. Over the
years, he instilled in the
brothers the value of that
stewardship, and the value of honoring
the land. 

The four brothers, William,
Richard, Jim and John Schlobohm
eventually inherited the farm with their
parents when Charles passed in 1984,
and the brothers are now scattered
across the country. Wanting to secure

the future of protecting the land, William
visited NLI over a year ago as the
brothers began exploring how best to do
that. They sold the two homesites on the
farm, and will be donating the remaining 
63 acres to NLI.

We are privileged that the brothers
have chosen NLI to protect and steward
their land. P

William, Richard, James and John Schlobohm
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The Art in Nature program uses
art, science and writing as a way
to increase students’ awareness of

nature and to
deepen  their
relationship

with nature. Each student received a
package of art and writing materials to
keep for future use.  

NLI partnered with Klehm
Arboretum & Botanic Garden to present
the 4th annual Art in Nature educational
program to 55 fifth-grade students from
Julia Lathrop Elementary School and
45 6th- to 8th-grade students of RESA
Middle School on Wednesday, May 13,
2015. The program was presented at
Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden,
2715 S. Main St., which is adjacent to
both schools.

Art in Nature — Spring 2015

OUTREACH
& LEARNING

Thank you
to the
Presenters:
Sherrie
Dorr, Artist
and Art
Teacher, Julia Lathrop Elementary
School; Adriana Villagomez, RESA
Middle School Artist and Art Teacher;
John Moors, Director of Collections 
(tree and plant expert) at Klehm
Arboretum & Botanic Garden; Christine
Swanberg, Writer and Poet, who worked
with the students to write about their
experience using synonyms, senses, 
and comparisons.
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Volunteers from the NLI Education
Committee and three staff members
assisted with the program. 
Thank you to Jim Applegate,
Marion Applegate, Scott Steurer,
Laura Sjoquist, Jill Kennay and

Kevin
Rohling.
Kim
Johnsen,
Director of
Marketing 
& Member -
ship,
coordinated
the program.

This program was
partially supported
by a grant from the
Rockford Area Arts
Council which
receives support from

the City of Rockford, the Illinois Arts
Council and its members.P
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May the Bluebird of
Happiness Nest at
Nygren Wetland!
by Rich Toppe

If Bluebirds do bring happiness, then
the joy continues to grow at the
Nygren Wetland Preserve. Twelve

boxes were set up to encourage nesting
by the Eastern Bluebird. National
population records for the Eastern

Bluebird show a dramatic
decline throughout
their range, including
our region, from
1938 to the late 70’s.
A return of the 

Eastern Bluebird to their
native range can be attributed to the
establishment of nesting box trails like
those at Nygren Wetland Preserve. Our
records show a positive trend in helping
reestablish our beautiful blue friends.
In 2012, five young Eastern Bluebirds
fledged from our boxes. The following
year, this improved to seven. In 2014, 
we saw more significant gains with the
successful hatching and fledging of 
13 young bluebirds! This year’s success

is astounding — 26 new
Eastern Bluebirds have
made Nygren
Wetland their
birthplace!
The volunteer

team helping to foster 
the growth of our Nygren bluebirds 
are Susan Heinke, Rob Clark, Tricia
Graham, and me. We monitor the 
boxes throughout the breeding season.
We clear out the boxes that have nests
started by competing birds, check on 
the general health and safety of the
bluebirds, and maintain detailed records
for each nesting box. 

We invite you to visit the Nygren
Wetland Preserve next spring and watch
for a flash of feathery wings bringing the
blue of the sky to touch your soul. P

Your Legacy. Forever.

Your gift today endures forever. 
www.NaturalLand.org/NWPEndowment  •  815-964-6666

Wetland Preserve
721 Acres

Rockton, Illinois

320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL 61104  •  E-mail: info@naturalland.org

THREE WHOOPING CRANES. PHOTO: MICHAEL DESCAMPS THREE RED FOX KITS. PHOTO: DAVID C. OLSON

You and I are witnesses to the return of the bluebirds, whooping cranes, white
pelicans, and green frogs… returning to their home all because of you and your

support of the restoration of this unique place. The converging rivers were a
major trading point for the Winnebago and

other first people. Later the settling farmers
came, breaking the prairie sod to support
their families. Now we are giving back to
the creatures who first settled this land.
Your gift will continue to grow ensuring

their future for the next thousand years. P
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NYGREN WETLAND PRESERVE
ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN

Natural Land Institute 9



Land & Nature Newsletter P Fall, 201510

Wildflower Walkabout

Nature Poetry & Prose
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NLIhosted a poetry and prose
event at Nygren Wetland

Preserve on Thursday, July 23 to
celebrate and be inspired by nature
themed musings of the written word.
There were a variety of writing styles
and thought provoking stories — serious
and humorous — that contributed to the
reverie of the lovely summer evening.
The charm of the prairie created the
perfect ambience for the gathering of 
30-plus guests.

The featured presenters
were Christine Swanberg,
(Author/Poet and Program
MC), Don Miller (Author,
Director of Nature Education
and Research/Severson Dells
Nature Center),Mary Caskey
(Poet, NLI Trustee) and Greg
Keilback (Writer, Biologist/
Educator/Severson Dells Nature Center).
Additional writers/ readers were 
Carol Fox (Monday Writers member)

and Lynda Johnson. Thank you to all of
the readers and guests for making it a
wonderful evening. P

Nygren Prairie Carriage Ride
by Christine Swanberg

Come ride with me in a horse-drawn carriage
on a country lane in the wild prairie,
past milkweed, bergamot, and prairie sage
wet from afternoon rain. Horses carry
us on our enchanted journey, their hooves
a kind of music make, quaint and merry.
They whinny in slow pace on quiet grooves.
Soft scent of prairie flowers mingle here
where time has lost its intruding touch, where
pelicans may rise up from the river
and, lucky, you might glance a doe and deer
who use the oak’s canopy for their roofs.
Soon the sun will set, ablaze in milky clouds.
Soon comes the Milky Way behind the shrouds.
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Photo: Kim Johnsen

More than 225 people enjoyed this year's Wildflower Walkabout, 
a series of 10 weekly walks which began on April 22. NLI and
Severson Dells Nature Center organize the Walkabout with the 
help of volunteer leaders from local environmental groups. 
LEFT: Dave Kostka led a walk at Pecatonica Wetlands Forest Preserve
on May 12. ABOVE: Barbara Williams identified bees  and other
pollinators at the Nygren Wetland Preserve on June 23. 

    



On Wednesday evening, August 19, 2015, the
University Club of Rockford, hosted a fundraiser for
NLI where “Guest Bartenders” shadowed the 

U Club service staff to assist with drink orders and solicit
generous tips from guests (cash tips went to NLI). It was a fun
evening of socializing, listening to live jazz by The Groove
Hotel, and enjoying refreshments. 

Thank you to the University Club and their staff, and to the
the “Guest Bartenders”: Judy Barnard, Mary Caskey, Reed
Sjostrom and Troy Skwor. More than 100 people attended and we
appreciate everyone’s support to raise more than $1,100 that will
go towards protecting natural areas. Thank you to The Groove
Hotel musicians for providing their excellent musical talents:
Phil Pilcher, Dan Kasten, and Bob Rub. P

Guest Bartending Fundraiser Successful

Natural Land Institute presented
Family Nature Day at Nygren
Wetland Preserve on

Saturday, June 27, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. Thanks to our sponsors we
were able to offer free admission for this
family themed event. Key Sponsor: 
BMO Harris Bank($2,000); Supporting
Sponsor: Bugler Design Inc.($1,000);
Associate Sponsor: Rockford Litho
Center ($500). 

Family Nature Day guests were able
to walk or ride a wagon around the
preserve to see a variety of natural
habitats including prairies, streams,
woodlands, savannas, and wetlands.
They also had a chance to see a variety

of native flora and fauna from birds, to
insects, to macroinvertebrates, as well as
mammal signs. 32 kids earned a Nygren
Wetland Junior Naturalist Badge by
visiting 6 out of 10 Learning Stations. 

Thank you to the the 10 Learning
Station hosts which featured these
individual and organization partners:
PHENOLOGY – Laura Sjoquist;
PRAIRIES –Jerry Paulson and Lenae
Weichel; FORESTS –Welty
Environmental Center, Lena Verkuilen;
WETLANDS – Rick Barton and Rick
Rudey; BIRDS – Dan Williams; 

MAMMALS – Two Toads
Environmental Experiences, Mary
Mohaupt and Jan Lindenmier;
POLLINATORS – Barbara Williams; HUMAN
HISTORY & ARCHEOLOGY –Macktown Living
History, Ray and Char Feguson, Reed
Ferguson, Lucy Adrignola; INVASIVE
SPECIES – Ed Cope/NLI Restoration
Ecologist, Sudan Garner/NLI Intern;
POLLUTION – Jessie and Sage Mermel. 

A big thank you to our volunteers:
Chuck and Karen Blomgren; Michael
Bugler; Ellwyn Englof; Abbie Kloster;
Judy and Paul Letourneau; Ruth Little;
Jacob Miller; Bev Moore; Chris and
Kim Reisetter; Guy Smith; and 
Julie Tackett.  P

FamilyFamily NatureNature
DayDay

See & Experience
Nature Up Close

NYGREN WETLAND PRESERVE
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Party on the Prairie is a fun-filled
evening that takes place every
other year in a

spectacular setting —
inside a large tent
overlooking the prairie 
at Nygren Wetland
Preserve. The 6th
biennial fund-raiser,
held July 11, went South of the Border
for a FIESTA.

Set-up was a three-day affair beginning
on Thursday. On Friday, volunteers were
rewarded with a natural moment when a
large flock of pelicans soared and circled
above them for some time, as if to ask
what was happening near their wetland
(or perhaps giving their blessing). For
the first time the smaller tent which NLI
uses all summer was purposed as the
“social hour tent” with colorful tables
and chairs, cheerful flowers and Mexican
flags crisscrossing the space. Lighting was

hung, decorations put in place, and
everyone left late Friday satisfied that

FIESTA was going to be 
a success.

Saturday morning
dawned cloudy with the
promise of thunderstorms.
Volunteers set-up the
Silent Auction, set out the

centerpieces with prairie flowers, and
did a myriad of finishing touches.
Everything was ready to go. Then it began
to drizzle, but spirits were high — with two
tents everyone would be under cover.

Guests arrived early for horse-drawn
wagon rides and the party commenced
with a complimentary cocktail, fabulous
hors d’oeuvres, and the lively music of
Mariachi Lira de Rockford. Dinner was
served under the large tent, with a superb
Mexican-theme meal. Bidding was hot and
heavy on Silent Auction and live auction
items, and a good time was had by all.

Special thanks go to Reed Sjostrom
and Rockford Brewing Company for the
great microbrews, Michelle Princer and
Toni’s of Winnebago for the “delicioso” food,
Jerry Paulson for beautiful centerpieces,
Leo Woolezer for providing horse-drawn
wagon rides, Michael Bugler of Bugler
Design who always provides the best
graphics for our invitation, program, and
signs, Byron Janke and Aramark for the
elegant linens, Bruce Hammond of
Sound Concepts for exceptional lighting,
and Forest Preserves of Winnebago
County for use of a golf cart.

More thanks to the volunteers, staff
and NLI Trustees who helped with the
event: Dwight Alton; Rick Barton;
Becky Brearley;Michael Bugler;Victoria
Ciceri; Ed Cope; Ellwyn Englof;Ray
Ferguson; Jess Formea; Sudan Garner;
Becky and Kate Genoways; Bruce and
Susan Hammond; Jill Kennay: Abbie
Kloster; Kerry Leigh; Kim Johnsen;
Gus and Michele Larson; Jacob Miller;
Linda Miller;Mary Mohaupt; Jerry
Paulson; Chelsea Peterson; Dwayne
Proctor; Kristy Scott; Guy Smith; Rick
Strader; Richard and Michelle Swanson;
Michael White, Jr.; and Dan Williams.

Thank you to the Sponsors and Silent
Auction donors whose contributions made
a big difference and to all who attended
and supported the Natural Land Institute
with their presence (and bidding). The
FIESTA was truly festive, and Party on
the Prairie 2015 is in the books as
another great event! P

NLI appreciates the time and commitment of
Judith Barnard, Event Chair and Auctions
Coordinator. Her leadership helped make this a
successful fundraiser.

Thank you to our Sponsors:

Support from these additional sponsors is also appreciated: 
NorthPointe Health & Wellness Center •  UTC Aerospace Systems

WIPFLi •  Members Alliance Credit Union •  Bill and Sally Hoff. 

240 Attended  Party On The Prairie
by Judith Barnard, Event Chair and Auctions Coordinator

Photo: Jill Kennay Photo: Kerry LeighPhoto: Kim Johnsen
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Easy Ways to Support NLI
AmazonSmile
Did you know you can support Natural Land
Institute when you shop online at Amazon.com?
Natural Land Institute is a registered charitable
organization for it. Simply go to Smile.Amazon.com
and choose Natural Land Institute as your charity.
You can use your same Amazon.com account.
There is no cost to you for this and Amazon.com
will donate a portion of your purchases (0.5%) to
NLI every time you shop this site. For more
information visit Smile.Amazon.com/about.

PublicGood.org
Public Good is a civic network where you can
engage with causes and communities that matter
to you. Natural Land Institute has joined this
giving website as a way to reach a broader
audience. Anyone can take action, connect with
and give back to the community and causes they
care about through this website that features
verified non-profits throughout the nation. Here
are the listed causes we work on: Natural
Resources Protection, Clean Water, Clean Air,
Nature and Wildlife Conservation, Natural Land,
and Global Warming/Climate Change Prevention.

Schnuck’s
Thank you to everyone who has signed up for a
Schnucks eScrip Customer (gas) card and
designated Natural Land Institute as the charity.
Your purchases add up to give you a discount at
the gas pump while at the same time Schnucks
will give us a percentage of the money you spend
at their stores. You can sign up for a card at the
store or see Kim in the NLI office to get a card.
Just remember to hand the cashier your card
every time you make a purchase.

Goodsearch
It’s easy to direct money to our land conservation
work every time you use Goodsearch to search the
internet. Just register at www.goodsearch.com
to designate the Natural Land Institute as your
favorite organization. Each internet search is
worth about a penny, and the pennies can add up
to help us save more land for wildlife. The service
is free to you and to NLI. We’ve been part of the
program since June 2006.

EarthShare Illinois  
NLI is a member of EarthShare, an association of
the nation’s most respected environmental and
conservation organizations. Our thanks to those
who support NLI through their workplace giving
and payroll deduction campaigns. To learn how
you and your workplace can support NLI, please
call 815-964-6666.P

Corporate Council 

Luncheon programs were held on
June 10 and August 12. Thank you to
our guest speakers for their time and

enlightening presentations. Paul Dempsey,
Communications Manager, Exelon
Generation (Byron Station), spoke on June
10 about the role nuclear energy plays in
generating 90% of Illinois’ clean energy
with virtually no carbon emissions. In
addition, Exelon believes in supporting the
communities where they work with
sponsorships, charitable giving and
promoting volunteerism to their employees.
A Conservation Club was recently formed
at the Byron Station to “help beautify plant
grounds and reintroduce needed plant and
wildlife,” Dempsey said. Another point of
interest he presented is that Exelon and
Nuclear Powers Illinois support state
legislation called Low Carbon Portfolio
Standard (LCPS) that will benefit
consumers, the environment, and the state
economy (for more information visit:
nuclearpowersillinois.com).

Reed Sjostrom, NLI Trustee and Vice President of Rockford Brewing Company,
hosted the luncheon on August 12 and took guests on a tour of the micro-brew/
restaurant and the historic Prairie Street Brewhouse, home of Rockford Brewing Co.
Reed told guests about the environmentally sustainable practices incorporated into the
renovation of the building and the brewing process which includes the re-use of the

building (restaurant, offices, banquet and meeting
rooms and apartments), re-use of wood throughout
the building, LED lights, and a geo-thermal 
HVAC system. 

Natural Land Institute’s Corporate Council
membership program is an opportunity for 
business leaders with an interest in environmental
stewardship, sustainability and land conservation to
network and learn about how other businesses in
the community are working to conserve resources
and enhance efficiencies. Any business that
supports the mission of NLI to is welcome to join
the Corporate Council. 

To register for a luncheon program and for more
information about joining the Corporate Council
and benefits contact Kim Johnsen, Director of
Marketing & Membership: 815-964-6666,
kjohnsen@naturalland.org. P

2015 Corporate Council
Members:
$5,000+
Voss Metals Co.

$1,000+
Campbell Supply Company
Specialty Screw Corporation

$500+
Androck Hardware
Loescher & Associates, LTD.
Tyler’s Landscaping Services
Viking Chemical

$250+
Arc Design Resources, Inc.
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd.
Forest City Gear
NorthPointe Health & Wellness Center
Olson Ecological Solutions

Reed Sjostrom, NLI Trustee and Vice
President of Rockford Brewing Company,
took Corporate Council guests on a tour
of the historic Prairie Street Brewhouse.
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Thank you to NLI Major Donors
Protectors
of the Land
($5,000 and over)
Anonymous
Jon and Joy Duerr
Mrs. John J. Fulton
Jack and 
Colleen Holmbeck

Kent and 
Kathleen Lawrence

Judy McCleary
Gordon and Linda Neese
Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards 
of the Land 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Dorothy Baits
Jay and Jane Evans
Gary and Darcy Hess
William and Sally Hoff
Robert Nelson and 
Tricia Davey

Herb and Marianna Page

Trustees
of the Land
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Gary and Judy Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Ben Harding Family 
Foundation

Jeffrey Jens and 
Ann Boisclair

Dr. Ron and 
Carol Burmeister

Fred and Meg Bushnell
Mary Caskey
Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne and 
Gordon Eggers

Ray and Char Ferguson
Steve and Diane Gleasman
James Godshalk and 
Marjorie Lundy

Ann Haverstock
Mark Keister and 
Sheryl Wolff

Mary Lou Lafler
Margaret Lockman
Richard Luthin
Mark Maffei
Ellen McHugh
Norman and Anne Meyer
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Don and Espie Nelson
Joseph and 
Barbara Pittman

Ted Ross and Kathie Ayres
Ruthe Falk and 
Bruce Ross-Shannon

Karen Ruffner
Tom and Linda Sandquist
Dale Shriver
Guy Smith
Linda Miller and 
Keith Syfert

Randy and Julie Trank
Phil and Paula Turner
Randy and Dana Vincent
Daniel and 
Barbara Williams

Nancy Hamill Winter

Anonymous
David and 
Colleen Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Jeffrey R. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Kristin Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Linda and John Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Tracy E. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

M.R. Bauer Foundation
Black-Periman Foundation
Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois

The Crown Family
EarthShare Illinois
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family 
Foundation

Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources

Merrill Johnson Trust 
Gordon and Linda Neese
Rockford Area Arts Council
Shirley M. Rolf Trust
ThermoFisher Scientific
Vanderpoel Conservation 
Foundation

Village Green
Dave and Nancy Voss

Photo: Michael Descamps

Thank you to NLI Project Partners

Steve and Diane Clark
Ray and Char Ferguson

Ruth and Tom Little
Richard Luthin

Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Specialty Screw Corp.

Thank you to our recent Nygren Wetland 
Endowment Fund Donors

Keith Blackmore
Lowell Edwards
Scott Esgar’s birthday 
from his children

George Fell
Natural Land Institute staff
Kevin and Kim Rohling’s 
wedding

Mrs. Kenneth Wylie
Lute Wyttenbach’s 
80th birthday from 
his children P

Gifts Were Made in Honor  of:

Sheryl Almquist Hall
Dorothy Anderson
Stephen and 
Mary Ann Anderson

Jim and Marion Applegate
ARC Design Resources, 
Inc.

David and 
Madeleine Arnold

Bruce and Patty Atwood
LeRoy and Kathy Bach
Larry and Donna Balch
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Sarah, Gill and 
Mark Batterman

Kyle Bevers
Keith and Mary Blackmore
Jeffrey Jens and 
Ann Boisclair

Boone County 
Conservation District

Gene and Muriel Boyd
Alan Branhagen
Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, LTD

Leroy and Diane Busker
Byron Forest Preserve 
District

John C. Carleton
Mary Caskey
Gary and Debra Chessare
Council of 
Rockford Gardeners

John O. Culley
Teresa Wilmot and 
Frank Dajka

Peter Damby
Roger Derix
Michael and 
Sondra Descamps

Tim and Debby Dimke
Jon and Joy Duerr
EarthShare of Illinois
Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne and 
Gordon Eggers

Gordon and Rose Eggers
Mike and Deb Eickman
Sylvia Emerson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Scott and Wendy Esgar
Jay and Jane Evans
Ray A. Ferguson
Ken and Darlene Fiske
Loren and Jan Floto
Forest City Gear
Ed and Carol Foster

Franklin Grove Creek 
Preservation Corp.

Betty J. Greene
Ted and Cheri Greenlee
Jeff and Therese Grumley
Andrew Gulya
Dennis Hall
Brett and Margret Hanson
Charli and Prudy Harker
Don and Marilyn
Heneghan
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
John Verhaar and 
Janet Herbert

Ray and Nina Herzer
Bill and Sally Hoff
Richard and Jane Hoffman
Jack and 
Colleen Holmbeck

David Hougan
Jean Howell
John W. Huntington
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Kurt and Susan Jensen
Jamie Hohannsen
Curt and Kim Johnsen
Jim and Pam Keeling
Steve and June Keibler
Jean Killingsworth
Larry Konstant
Doug Kruger
Mary Lou Lafler
Kent and 
Kathleen Lawrence

Ray and Deborah Lecuyer
Kerry Leigh and 
Jim Anderson

Chuck and Michele Lind
Ruth and Tom Little
Dick Luthin
Lydia S. Macauley
Kay MacNeil
Mark Maffei
Donald and Freda Manzullo
Julieanne and Erik Mason
Nancy C. Maze
Lora McClelland and 
Michael Simmons

Elizabeth McCoy
Ellen McHugh
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Albert Melody, Sr.
Randy and Jessie Mermel
Don Miller
Jerry Moors
Gordon and Linda Neese
Robert Nelson and 
Tricia Davey

Richard and Luci Nora

Webbs and Mary Norman
North Central Illinois 
Ornithological Society

NorthPointe Health & 
Wellness Center

Randy Nyboer
Patrick and Doreen O’Brien
Evelyn Palm
Dr. Allen Pang
Bruce and Susan Peterson
Ronald Peterson
Joseph and 
Barbara Pittman

John and Anita Richards
James T. Robinson
Rockford Park District
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Joel and Susan Rosenfeld
Rick and Marlene Rudey
John and Mary Sanders
Tom and Linda Sandquist
Savant Capital, LLC
Dennis and Julia Schaer
Stephen J. Schmaeng
Julianne Schmidt
Seedling Garden Club
Mark E. Shedd
Jack and Terryl Shouba
Barbara and Jack Simon
David and Connie Sliktas
Lloyd Smith
Mary Ann Smith
Jackie Spelman
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Bonnie Summers
Brad Suster
Wayne Svoboda
Shirley Sweet
Stephen and 
Suzette Symes

ThermoFisher Scientific
Dean and Pat Tollefsrud
Jack Tower
Janet Trestik
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Unitarian Universalist 
Church

Viking Chemical
Dave and Nancy Voss
Don and Kathleen Walker
John and Susan Walt
Michael White, Jr.
Dana Williams
Richard and Nancy Wilson
Lois Winkel
Nancy Hamill Winter

Thank you to our $100+ Donors Jan. – Aug. 2015

Black Swallowtail
Butterfly
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BMO Harris Bank salutes the work of the Natural Land Institute.

Proud supporter of:

Nature in bloom.

   
   
   
   
  
  
   
   

   

  

■ Facebook pages: Natural Land Institute, Nygren
Wetland Preserve, Milan Bottoms, Siver Creek
Woods Preserve

■ Twitter.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ Tumblr.com: See our website news page or follow 
us on Tumblr at “naturallandinstitute”

■ Flickr.com: Screen name: Natural Land Institute
■ Instagram.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ Prairie State Hike Application
■ QR Codes connect you to information.
Scan this code to visit our website:

Former NLI Trustee, Keith Blackmore, (75), passed
away on July 21. He served on the NLI Board for 
six years through 2011. NLI holds a conservation
easement on the 40 acres he and his wife, Mary,
own in Forreston. Keith received Bachelor’s and
Master’s Degrees (Northern Illinois University) in
zoology and had a passion for biology, ecology and
field ornithology. Throughout his teaching career 
he taught subjects related to his education and

passions at a local high school and at Highland Community College. Keith was
also a writer and poet and published a book of his own poetry (available in the
book store at Severson Dells Nature Preserve). Keith’s knowledge, enthusiasm,
and love of the natural world touched everyone he met. 

Paul and Carol Soderholm
have been working for many
years to restore and protect
their land (130 acres) next to
White Pines State Park. After
working with John Nelson of
the Illinois Nature Preserves
Commission for the past four
years their land is now legally

protected and was recently dedicated as the Edward V. Vassello Land and
Water Reserve.  

Natural Land Institute hosted the annual Volunteer Picnic at Nygren Wetland
Preserve on September 10. Burgers, brats and potluck sides provided a tasty
dinner under the big tent. We appreciate all of the volunteers who help NLI

accomplish the mission to preserve and protect
natural lands throughout the year with land
stewardship, outreach programs and administrative
services. We couldn’t do it without each and every
one of you. Every year the staff selects a few
outstanding volunteers for special recognition. 
This year’s Volunteers of the Year were: Dion Faith,
Bernie Faith, David Hinde, and Mary Mohaupt.

Barbara Fell, widow
of Natural Land
Institute’s founder
George B. Fell,
celebrated her 95th
Birthday with NLI
staff and friends on
July 8. She had a
great time! P

NLI Uses Social Media to Reach Out
Connecting with People 
Like us, follow us, talk to us, share your photos with us

Using one or two of these hashtags on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram will help us keep track of who is talking

about us:  #naturallandinstitute, #nlilandtrust,
#nygrenwetland, #nygrenwetlandpreserve, #colmandells,
#burroakvp, #nlilovesnature.

NLI’s Marketing & Membership Committee hosted a kids activity
twice during the Rockford City Market season. Making bird
feeders out of peanut butter, pine cones and bird seeds is 
messy fun. 

Mary Mohaupt

Keith Blackmore

Lynda Johnson with Barbara Fell (right)

David Hinde Dion Faith Bernie Faith
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Full Moon 
Snowshoe & Hike
Monday, January 25, 2016, 

4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Nygren Wetland Preserve, 

3190 W. Rockton Rd., 
Rockton, Illinois

Please Register for this 
FREE family themed event: 
815/964-6666 or
info@naturalland.org

Winter Fun! 2 Bonfires!
Warming station inside 
the winter-themed

Greenhouse! Hundreds of luminaries
on the trail sponsored by NorthPointe
Health &
Wellness!
Hot drinks
and snacks!
Ongoing
guided tours
between
4:30 and
8:00 p.m.
Bring your own snowshoes or skis.
For a $10 donation to NLI rent a pair
of snowshoes sponsored by
Rocktown Adventures. P

Governor Bruce Rauner has
proclaimed October 2015 to 
be “OAKTOBER” — OAK

AWARENESS MONTH in the State of
Illinois. Natural Land Institute is pleased
to support this statewide effort to create
awareness and educate the public about
the importance of the oak ecosystem. 
In fact, the White Oak is the Illinois 
State Tree. 

NLI’s Director of Stewardship 
Zach Grycan, and Restoration Ecologist
Ed Cope, will lead a hike through the
oak savannas of Burr Oak Valley
Preserve in Roscoe, Illinois, and talk
about the general differences between
the variety of red and white oak trees,
their environmental benefits, soil fungi
associations and the carbon
sequestration they provide. P

Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2015
We invite you to celebrate the Holiday Season with us
at the Natural Land Institute office in Historic Haight
Village, 320 S. Third St., Rockford. Stop by anytime
between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. to enjoy refreshments and
mingle with NLI Staff, Trustees and other members.

at the Wetlandat the Wetland
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OAKTOBER Hike Features Oaks 

Holiday
Open
House

    
Saturday, October 17, 2015  •  Time: 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.  •  Cost: FREE
Location: Burr Oak Valley Preserve, Roscoe, Illinois
Parking: On site – look for flags at the entrance (south side of road, one tenth

of a mile east of Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, 7404 Elevator Rd.,
Roscoe, IL 61073). Additional parking is available at the church. 

Wear long sleeves, pants and sturdy shoes. Moderate level hiking.
Please Register: Call 815/964-6666 or email info@naturalland.org.


