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As many of you know, Great Lakes
Basin Transportation Inc.
(GLBT) recently submitted an

alternative 260-mile route at the request
of the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) which is undergoing an
environmental review (EIS) of the
project. The new proposed route would
run along the west side of Rockford into
Rock, Winnebago, Ogle and Lee
Counties instead of Boone County as
originally proposed this spring. 

There have been several regional
public meetings of concerned citizens,
local governments and others.
Subsequent to the alternative route
release, and the
public meetings,
Natural Land Institute
has received many
phone calls asking
what our involvement
is. I would like to
reassure you that NLI
is indeed responding
to this threat to our
natural resources 
and agricultural
production.

NLI’s Board of
Trustees is engaged in ongoing
conversations about this project, and in
July we submitted comments to the 
STB individually, and also as part of a
broader regional coalition of over 
30 environmental, local government and
environmental advocacy groups. Our
concerns about the siting and the scope
of the project cover the obvious, direct
impacts the project will have to the
region’s streams, surface and

groundwater quality, loss of habitat and
increased fragmentation, impact on
endangered and threatened species 
as well as the extensive taking of
production farmland. This would
include the creation of huge borrow pits
to construct the wide corridor that will
need to be elevated over long distances
to cross streams and rivers.

Also disturbing are some of the less
obvious, yet equally damaging threats 
to the region’s natural and agricultural
resources. The proposed rail line
specifically aims to bypass the Chicago
area with its already developed
infrastructure and established

intermodal centers,
to avoid major
population centers.
This is primarily
due to the higher
property acquisition
and conflict
mitigation costs.
This would draw
growth and sprawl
out to command
more roads and
infrastructure,
potentially making

huge brownfields in those areas that
already service existing rail lines, and
transform our rural landscape. This
would require a massive local
investment in capital improvements for
public infrastructure including the
impacts additional trucks on our roads
would necessitate. This increase in
development pressure has significant
long-term land use impacts and 
safety concerns.  

The Chicago
Metropolitan
Agency for
Planning
(CMAP)

created a Regional Freight Leadership
Task Force to address the freight
problem in the region, and their GO TO
2040 plan emphasizes the need to
reinvest in our region’s existing
infrastructure. CMAP has submitted
testimony that the region already has
substantive existing rail infrastructure.
There are longstanding plans to improve
that infrastructure through the CREATE
program that has already attracted over
$1 billion dollars of public investment 
to smooth movement of rail freight
through the region with 70 key projects.

The Natural Land Institute is not
against progress. We support plans 
for thoughtful development that
incorporates protection of our natural
resources and water quality, and limits
sprawl. For an example, please see the
Kishwaukee River Corridor Green
Infrastructure Plan NLI was a partner 
in developing. It has been incorporated
into the newly updated Winnebago and
Boone Co. Greenways map, and thus by
reference into the Winnebago County
Unified Development Ordinance. 
You can find the plan at:
http://krep.bios.niu.edu/KREP_
PUBS/Kish_Corridor_GI_Plan.pdf

To follow the status of the draft EIS
you can go to the following link:
http://www.greatlakesbasinraileis.com/

Kerry Leigh
Executive Director

Ph
o
to
: J
ill
 K
en
n
ay

On the Cover:  A detail from “Deer Run,” by Bradley Nordlof. Used with permission of the photographer.

A message from our executive director...

The Great Lakes Basin Railroad
Alternative Proposed Alignment

_________________________

The Natural Land Institute
is not against progress. 
We support plans for
thoughtful development 

that incorporates protection
of our natural resources 
and water quality, and

limits sprawl.
_________________________
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This summer Ryan and Sadie Perkins became the newest
addition to NLI’s family of Heritage LandKeepers when they
put nearly three acres of buffer to the Jason Briggs Wetland

that is part of a large complex of wetlands along the East Fork of
Raccoon Creek, into a permanent conservation easement. The entire
complex contains wet prairie, sedge meadow, marsh and calcareous
fen, including the Jason Briggs Wetland which had been named in
honor of Jason Briggs, a leader in the reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints after the death of Joseph Smith, Jr. in
1844. Briggs opened a church across the road from the spring, and
many years later the Church of the Latter Day Saints purchased the
property to preserve it as a historical site commemorating Brigg’s
revelation from God. A sign placed on the wetland commemorates
Jason Briggs and the historical significance of the site to the Church.

This entire wetland complex was the 
first acquisition of land in a 215-acre project
area along the East Fork of Raccoon Creek
that had been identified by the Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources as an important natural wetland.
NLI purchased the wetland complex in 1994 using Wisconsin
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Funds for half of the cost, and 
The Prairie Enthusiasts raised the money for the remainder. 
This grant contractually requires that the Briggs Wetland be
designated by the WDNR as a State Natural Area. NLI then 
transferred the property to The Prairie Enthusiasts who continue 
to manage the wetland complex.

Photo: Rob Baller

      

  

Preserving an Important
Buffer to the Briggs
Wetland Complex…forever

Sadie and Ryan Perkins
and their children.

LAND
PROTECTION

Continued on page 4
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Ryan and Sadie were purchasing the property from the Potters who had a
temporary easement with NLI on almost three acres of the property, and generously
agreed to the permanent protection of this important wildlife and natural area buffer.
Ryan is an avid outdoorsman and wants to bring his children up in a rural, 
natural environment.  

The protected property provides an important buffer to the perennial springs 
that feed the creek and the calcareous fen on the Jason Briggs Wetland. It helps to
maintain the high water quality in the creek that supports a diverse fish population.

The cool-cold, clear water with high dissolved oxygen needed for
brook trout is maintained by the springs and groundwater that feed
the creek. The stream is classified as an “Outstanding and
Exceptional Water” by the Wisconsin DNR and is the only brook
trout stream in the southern tier of counties in Wisconsin. It has
a rich assemblage of fish species, including a healthy population

of Redside Dace, a fish listed as being of “Special Concern” by the
WDNR. This fish is found only in small streams with cool water pools

and quiet riffles with substrates of clean cobble, sand or bedrock in glaciated regions.
Important birds that have been observed in the wetlands include Belted

kingfisher, Eastern kingbird, Sedge wren, Swamp sparrow and Common yellowthroat.
Virginia rail use the wetland and Great blue herons feed in the creek. It is likely that
Sandhill cranes, Sora rails, Willow flycatchers and Northern harriers also use the area.

Thank you, Ryan and Sadie, and welcome to NLI’s Heritage LandKeepers! P
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Preserving an Important Buffer to the 
Briggs Wetland Complex…forever     Continued from page 3
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This Great blue heron and Egret have a face-to-face meeting;
many water-loving birds frequent the Briggs Wetland

Great Spangled Fritallary on a milkweed flower
Natural Land Institute
The mission of the Natural Land Institute 
is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in
northern Illinois for people, plants and animals.

Our Vision:We envision a world in which people
recognize that we are a part of nature and act
with the knowledge that our future depends
upon preserving the natural systems that
support all life on Earth.

Since 1958, NLI, a member-supported 
non-profit organization, has protected, managed
and restored more than 16,000 acres of 
undeveloped natural land in Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin.

Serving as a regional land trust, NLI preserves
forests, prairies and wetlands for native plants
and animals, restores habitat for wildlife, protects
rivers and streams for fish and other aquatic
species, educates people about their part in nature,
and provides opportunities to enjoy natural areas.

The Natural Land Institute is a 501(c)(3) 
not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible
contributions. To donate, contact:
Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois 61104; 

Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or 
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.

Board of Trustees:
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Maffei, Ph.D.
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Barton
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellwyn Englof
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Ptacin
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Little

Paul Baits, Rockford
Mary Caskey, Rockford
Steve Clark, Rockford
Jon Duerr, St. Charles
Ed Eggers, Sycamore
Jay Evans, Rockford
Ray Ferguson, Rockton
Paulette Gilbert, Rockford
Linda Miller, Rockford
Alan Nowicki, Freeport
Rebecca Olson, Rockford
Troy Skwor, Ph.D., Rockford
Thomas Sandquist, Rockford
Reed Sjostrom, Rockford
Rolf Thienemann, III, Rockford
Dan Williams, Rockford

Staff:
Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kerry Leigh
Assistant Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship  . . . . . . Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing &
Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Johnsen

Administrative Assistant  . . . . . . Jessica Formea
Restoration Ecologist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ed Cope

Weekly Volunteer:
Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marianna Page
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Rob Clark

Igrew up in northeast Ohio, with the Cleveland Metroparks System
all around me. My dad and I spent a lot of time in various parks in

the system, enjoying and photographing nature. I moved to this area
in the ‘90s, and I began hearing people talk about the Natural Land
Institute. It’s acquisition of what would become the Nygren Wetland

Preserve turned out to be very near the home
we bought in 1998. In March 2002, I attended
an NLI-sponsored talk about eastern bluebirds
and their habitat at Rockton’s Talcott library. 
I signed up to be part of a group of volunteers
building bluebird nest boxes and setting them
up at Nygren Wetland. Over the years, I have also
participated in various volunteer work days,
restoration projects, planting and seed harvesting
projects. My wife Cassie, and especially my
daughter Emma, have also participated in
some of those experiences with me.

Volunteering with NLI has kept us all closer to nature, and gives us an
immense sense of pride knowing that we are helping protect natural
areas in northern Illinois. During the time we’ve been involved with
NLI, we have learned so much about the plants and animals that live

here or migrate through. Passing on
our love of nature to our daughter has
been one of the most important gifts
we can give her, just as my dad did for

me. She has, quite literally, grown up around nature, and has gained
an appreciation for the environment that has become a distinct part of
her life and personality. P

Karin Nitiss

Karin and her family moved up from Tennessee three years ago to
the northern Illinois habitat that we are all so familiar with.

Living as a neighbor of the Burr Oak Valley Preserve, the family is
becoming more and more familiar with the impressive array of 
plant and animal diversity the preserve hosts. Karin soon began

volunteering at the preserve, and has become
a dedicated volunteer bent on making the
preserve ever more hospitable to the vast
array of various life forms that call this place
home. When she comes out to volunteer
during the workdays she says, “It’s part of
giving back to the community, to nature, and
to the Earth.” Workday schedules often
include clearing invasive brush, or collecting
seed for NLI restoration projects; recently
Karin helped staff install prairie plants at the

preserve that had been propagated in the NLI greenhouse. Karin
adds, “For me, even though it may be work — it’s a form of
relaxation!”  Way to go Karin! P – Zach Grycan

Clearing Invasive Species

Spotlight on ‘The Silver’

Let There Be Light! Through a dense tangle of bush
honeysuckle and common buckthorn crowded under oaks
and maples emerges a steady wisp of smoke. The buzz of

small engines and the scent of smoke, drifting across the 40-acre
meadow at Silver Creek Woods Preserve on an October
afternoon, put the scale of land management and ecological
restoration into perspective. The smoke is produced from brush
piles burning after being carefully stacked by volunteers. 

Stewarding land means we all have a hand with the
honorable task of removing invasive brush out from under the
trees or off of the prairies. Invasive species like buckthorn and
honeysuckle are from Europe and Asia and here in North
America experience very little if any predation or wildlife
utilization. These species left to their own devices crowd out
native shrubs like nannyberry, chokeberry, American hazelnut,
and New Jersey tea. Invasive species often develop into thickets
or dense patches that prevent native plants from germinating,

displacing native insects, birds, and mammals. By working to
reduce and/or eliminate non-native species like invasive shrubs,
and maintaining areas that we clear with fire or spot treatments
volunteers and staff are bringing native biodiversity back.
When we remove invasive species we are repairing the
crumbling foundations of native ecosystems.

The land we protect needs protection in perpetuity, and
with the combined efforts of staff and volunteers from all walks
of life we are making a difference. Donations and grants or
cost-share programs also make this effort possible. At Silver
Creek Woods Preserve the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) doesn’t pay for everything but it does provide
support for the efforts that will result directly in improved habitat.

With the leadership of Dion Faith, Site Steward and Farm
Manager for Roscoe Sportsmen’s Club and other enthusiastic
volunteers, the Silver Creek Preserve, or ‘The Silver’ as he calls
it, is being transformed, step by step, into a place of recovery
and ecological wealth. Areas cleared of invasive brush have
rebounded with a flush of native wildflowers, grasses, and
sedges. Please join us during one of our workdays as we
continue to enhance preserves like Silver Creek Woods. P

You, and Your Impact

   

Rob Clark

Ph
o
to
: J
ill
 K
en
n
ay

Karin Nitiss
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All Photos: Jill Kennay

“It opened up a whole new world
to the kids,” said Sherrie Dorr,
Art Teacher from Julia Lathrop

Elementary School, when asked how
the students responded to the Art in
Nature program. She said they loved

feeling and
looking at the
plants. It made

them more aware of texture. “They really
love the Lambs Ear plant because it’s
soft and many of them mentioned it in
their journal writings.” 

The Natural Land Institute
Education Committee presented Art in
Nature, an educational program, to
students from Julia Lathrop Elementary
School and RESA Middle School on
Wednesday, May 11, 2016. The program

was presented at Klehm Arboretum &
Botanic Garden.  

The Art in Nature program
incorporates drawing, science and
writing as a way to increase children’s
appreciation of nature and to create a

better understanding about their
relationship to it. There were 56 fifth-
graders and 54 middle-school students
who participated this year. Thanks to
support from Rockford Area Arts
Council and Kiwanis Club of Rockford

Art in Nature — Spring 2016

Students discover
the soft Lambs Ear

plant leaves.

OUTREACH
& LEARNING
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they all received
a package with
art and writing
materials and a
reusable water
bottle to keep.  

Thank you
to the program
Presenters:
Sherrie Dorr,
Artist and 
Art Teacher, Julia Lathrop Elementary
School; RESA Middle School Art Teacher
and Artist, Adriana Villagomez; John
Moors, Director of Collections at Klehm
Arboretum & Botanic Garden, tree and
plant presenter; and Christine Swanberg,
Writer and Poet, who worked with the
students to help them incorporate their
experiences into their writing. 

Thank you to our Volunteers: 
Karen Blomgren, Beth Donahue, 

Lori Gustafson, Carm
Rongere, Judy
Letourneau and Ellen
Hinde. Thank you to
our partners: Klehm
Arboretum & Botanic
Garden, Rockford
Public Schools:
Lathrop Elementary
School and RESA
Middle School. The
program was
coordinated by Kim
Johnsen, NLI’s
Director of
Marketing &
Membership. P

This program was partially
supported by a grant from the Rockford
Area Arts Council which receives
support from the City of Rockford, the
Illinois Arts Council and its members.

Additional funding support was provided
by Kiwanis
Club of
Rockford.
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Photo: Michael Descamps

Common Sanddragon

Photo: Barbara Williams

Rufocintus Bee

Whew! What a Relief!

Our biggest team accomplishment this summer was
completing our submission to the Land Trust Alliance
Accreditation Commission. The application was due

mid-September, and although it has been a 5-year process,
including preparation for the pre-application this spring, there
was a month-long flurry of printing and preparing several large
binders and flash drives of material with supporting documentation.
Because we have been in business for over 50 years, the Board
and staff have had a lot of work to do…we have updated all of
our baseline reports for each of the 48 Conservation Easements
we hold with private landowners, and we have updated our
recordkeeping. We have kept the Board busy reviewing and
updating existing policies and creating new ones ranging the
gamut from Land and Easement protection, to recordkeeping and
tax benefits. All this to make sure that NLI is at the forefront of
impactful and effective land protection that lasts forever! We
look forward to continuing the process towards full Accreditation
with the Land Trust Alliance. We will keep you posted! P

Three Grants Awarded to NLI to
Enhance our Impact

The Grand Victoria Foundation just announced that it is supporting
NLI with a 2-year grant that will allow us to expand our regional

impact. They are impressed with the level of your support to NLI for
our land protection and stewardship activities, and want to encourage
our organization to expand our impact even more. One of the
initiatives this grant will support is planning for a services sharing
initiative that we are looking forward to creating with other regional
land protection agencies and groups. This will assist us with being
more effective with our stewardship and land protection activities.  

It will also provide us with funds to be able to do extra activities we
could not have done otherwise, such as providing tracking devices
for turtles at Nygren Wetland, updating our ArcGIS licenses to track
our stewardship activities, and creating educational videos focused
on who lives at the Nygren Wetland Preserve. It will also provide
funding for us to update our website so that it is more mobile friendly!
Thank you Grand Victoria Foundation and to our generous donors!  

The Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation invited NLI to
apply for a Stewardship grant to assist with the restoration of Burr
Oak Valley Preserve. The Foundation has promised a cost share to
NLI and will award the grant when we have achieved our fundraising
match! We are getting there! Thank you to those who responded to
the summer appeal, and keep a lookout for our end of year appeal so
that we can continue to have such an amazing impact on the natural
communities and the habitat at the Preserve!

NLI has also received a Natural Resource Conservation Services
EQIP grant for prairie restoration and pollinator enhancement for Burr
Oak Valley Preserve. We will be purchasing some specialty seeds,
and completing the prairie restoration with their help.P

Jerry Paulson, Kerry Leigh and Jill Kennay finalizing the application.
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Pam Munger loves birds. She
loves watching birds at home, in
the park, at the Nygren Wetland

wildlife overlook where she visits often,
and really, anywhere you find birds. It
makes her feel good. Pam is a cancer
survivor and attributes bird watching to
helping her feel better both physically
and emotionally. In fact, her doctor
asked Pam what she was doing because
her recovery was going so well. She told
him about bird watching and spending
almost all of her time in nature. He told
her to keep doing what she was doing.

I met Pam at the Citizen Scientist
Bird Monitoring seminar where she
shared her story about what Nygren
Wetland Preserve meant to her. After the
seminar was over I invited anyone who
wanted to join me to hike the 2.5 mile
Dianne Nora Nature Trail that goes
around the wetland. Pam and another
seminar attendee, Nathan Dettman,
joined me for the hike. Pam used to
volunteer at Nygren Wetland many years
ago before she became sick with
Myelofibrosis (a rare bone marrow
cancer). She was familiar with the
preserve, but hadn’t been there since her
volunteer days. After she went through
treatment for cancer she started visiting
the overlook to watch for birds. She

never felt up to walking on the trail. But
on this day, after the seminar and
making new friends, she felt energized
and inspired to take a walk. It was a
beautiful, sunny and cool fall day. The
sun warmed us as we walked along the
grassy trail. We gasped with excitement
when we saw two Great Blue Herons fly
close overhead from the trees to the
wetland field. Butterflies and dragonflies
flitted along the trail with us. 

Pam had heard that you could get
your ashes buried under a tree at Nygren
Wetland. I described the honor grove
near the oxbow where NLI plants an oak
tree in honor of a loved one. In some
cases the ashes of the loved one are
buried with the tree. Pam said, “that’s
what I want! Then I can be out here
forever with the birds. I’m going to tell
my family to bury my ashes here. I love
this place and I’m so happy that I took
this walk today. It is so beautiful here.
There is so much to see and so many
birds here.”

Pam has additional health
challenges ahead, but is doing well for
now. We wish her a long and healthy
future as she spends her time watching
birds in nature. P

– Kim Johnsen
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The Healing Impact of Nature

Pam Munger and Nathan Dettman
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Pam Munger, Judy Gibbons,
Richard Baldwin and Ed Cope

Winter Tree and Shrub
Identification Workshop
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2017, 9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Learn to identify native and non-native
trees and shrubs of northern Illinois by

buds, twigs, and bark. Cost: $20 per person.
Limit: 20 people.

Location: Indoor classroom instruction,
9:30 am – Noon, Talcott Free Library, 
101 E. Main St. Rockton, Ill. Lunch: Noon –
1:00 pm (on your own). Outdoor instruction
and walk,1:00 – 2:30 pm at NLI’s Burr Oak
Valley Preserve (parking at 7404 Elevator
Rd., Roscoe, Ill., Cross and Crown Lutheran
Church, or at the preserve, across the street
from the Church).
Registration deadline: Fri., Jan. 6, 2017

Prescribed Burn 
Training Workshop
Sunday, Mar. 26, 2017, 9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Learn how to manage your own land or
when volunteering for NLI or other

conservation organizations. In this
workshop you will learn how to conduct a
prescribed burn and tips on best practices
from Zach, a Certified Prescribed Burn
Manager. The workshop will be based on
Chicago Wilderness’ Midwest Ecological
Prescription Burn Crew Member 
Training Manual. 

The morning session will be classroom
style at Talcott Free Library (101 E. Main St.,
Rockton, Ill.), lunch will be on your own,
and the afternoon session will be at Nygren
Wetland Preserve (3190 W. Rockton Rd.,
Rockton), where participants will assist with
a late spring prescribed burn, weather
permitting. Cost: $62 (Includes the 
155-page Burn Manual). 

Topics covered will include discussion of
fire behavior and suppression; effective use
of hand and power tools; effective use of
water to aid fire suppression; conducting a
prescribed burn; ecological effects of fire.
Registration deadline: Fri., Mar. 24, 2017

Register and pay for both workshops 
by phone: 815/964-6666, 
email: info@naturalland.org, or 
mail a check to Natural Land Institute, 
320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL  61104.

Zach Grycan, NLI Director of Stewardship,
will lead these workshops.P
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Sandhill Crane family at Nygren Wetland Preserve
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Steps to Ensure the Future 
of Your Legacy

b Is your will accessible? Have you
spelled out your wishes clearly? You
may want to keep your original will
in either your attorney’s vault or a
bank vault if they are your executor.
Safe-deposit boxes often require
court approval for access.

c Don’t make your executor go on a
treasure hunt! Leave detailed notes
on the location of all your assets,
personal records, tax returns, bank
statements and other documents
including your debts as your
executor may need to determine the
taxes due on your estate.

d There are lots of fees and expenses
associated with settling your estate.
To ensure that your assets are
distributed as you intend, prepare
for the liquidity issues your estate
may face by making sure there is
cash available.

Benefits
■ Your gift remains in your control
■ Your gift can be modified
■ Your gift can be designated for a
specific purpose, or allow us to use it
for the greatest need

■ Your gift will provide a lasting legacy
■ Your estate & family will not be
liable for income tax on the gift
amount

Ways to Give
You can ensure a lasting legacy by
naming the Natural Land Institute as
a beneficiary of:
■ your will and/or trust
■ a life insurance policy, 
■ a retirement plan such as an IRA,
401(k), or 403(b)

■ financial accounts such as bank 
or brokerage accounts, or
certificates of deposit

For More Information
For more information and to get 
our tax identification number please 
call 815/964-6666.P

Leave a lasting legacy for conservation in Northern Illinois
Photo: David C. Olson

The Natural Land Institute cannot give tax or legal advice
so please consult your financial advisor before
designating your gift.

Making a bequest by naming the Natural Land Institute as a beneficiary in your estate planning 
is an easy way you can continue to protect precious natural lands.

Land Legacy Circle
Open House

Athank you reception with 
a program was held on 
October 25 for NLI’s 

Land Legacy Circle members. 
Major Donors to the Gordon G. 
Eggers Fund, an Endowment for
the Nygren Wetland Preserve, and
those who have told us they have
designated NLI in their will were
invited to attend. 

The program included
showing the Nygren Wetland
Video: The Story and two new
video vignettes about “Who Lives
Here” at Nygren Wetland Preserve
— one about bats and another
about pollinators. 

Barbara Williams talked
about her efforts to monitor bats
and other pollinators at NLI
preserves, as well as how to use
the bat detecting app on iPad. P
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OAKtober started in 2015 after a
group of individuals and land
trusts, including Natural Land

Institute advocated for Governor Bruce
Rauner to declare the month of October
as OAKtober – Oak Awareness Month
in the State of Illinois.

There were several reasons for this
effort. The White Oak tree is the State
Tree of Illinois. Oak ecosystems are in a
state of decline now after more than
5,000 years of being an important part of
the Illinois landscape. There are several
reasons for this including a lack of
public awareness, poor management
practices, reduced resources and an
increase in non-native invasive species.
The quality of wooded habitats in Illinois

is listed as 
a “major
concern” 

in the Illinois Wildlife Action Plan and
suggests there is a need to manage oak
decline in the state as we seek to
understand it. 

Research shows that benefits of oak
ecosystems and forests include improved
air and water quality, carbon
sequestration, soil fungi associations,

social and economic health and well-
being, providing jobs and income and
essentially improve the quality of life
across neighborhoods and community
boundaries for all residents.

Oak Awareness Month is an
opportunity for different entities of
government, conservation and
recreational groups, community
organizations, industry, businesses and
citizens to take action to support our
native oak ecosystems. 

In order to celebrate OAKtober in our
local area Natural Land Institute asked
City of Rockford Mayor Larry Morrissey
and Winnebago County Board
Chairman Scott Christiansen to declare
OAKtober in Rockford and Winnebago
County, which they did. Thank you!

NLI planned two free events to
celebrate OAKtober, as well. Ed Cope led
a Citizen Science Bird Monitoring
seminar on October 8th to help track
birds at Nygren Wetland Preserve in
Rockton through the eBird app. On
October 22, more than 60 people showed
up for guided tours of Burr Oak Valley
Preserve in Roscoe led by Zach Grycan
and Ed Cope. 

NLI’s OAKtober promotion last year
inspired one of our local poets, Lani
Richardson, to write a trilogy of poems
that she shared with us. Lani told us, 
“I read that October is Oak Awareness
Month. Though I knew neither of its
existence nor its need, I like the
sentiment. Therefore, I am adopting the
wordplay from the Natural Land Institute
to call this month by the glorious name
of OAKtober.”  P

OAKtober – Oak Awareness Month
Photo: Jesse Crow Mermel

EE
DID YOU KNOW... 
...the White Oak is 

the Illinois State Tree?
...Oak Trees (genus: Quercus) 

are the number one 
woody species when it
comes to attracting 

the most (534) butterflies
and moth species. 

More info: http://www.
bringingnaturehome.net/

what-to-plant.html 

Ed Cope leads a tour group 
at Burr Oak Vally Preserve

COMMUNITY
AWARENESS
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Nature Rousing Poetry & ProseAn OAKtober Trilogy, in Full Color 
by Lani Richardson

Like the Libra who characterizes the dedicated month, 
the Oak is balance, more so even than the scale…
both above and below the packed earth of its home, 
the balance of its growth was known long before birth,
sequenced through millennia to become his best story
all told within codes only he can decipher
carried safe deep within his very own acorn, 
his guide to become an oak like no other,
His arms told to reach wide from side to side,
far out behind and in front of his trunk he stretches
embracing both air and earth, he digs deep and flies high
keeping his center balanced at the heart of his realm
balance does not mean symmetry…
not the same on both sides but complimentary
there is balance to the seasons
not because summer and winter are opposites
but because they are complements; neither complete 

without the other 
The balance of an oak, achieved in absolute asymmetry…

They say a picture’s worth a thousand words
…so I took a thousand photos and I wrote a thousand words
Yet el Roble stands stronger and more humble than either 

mil can say
For neither words nor even pictures tell of his long repose
I climb high up in to his arms, find a perch and have a seat
My trunk leans on his spine; I settle down in close.
El Roble’s majesty holds me safe while silently I dream 
…with the owl who has also found his shelter here
Hidden in plain sight, we become el Roble: we are the 

forest too...
Autumn has indeed arrived, oblivious to the denial 
Shouted by short sleeves and echoed by bare feet
The sun is not as warm.
The day is not as long.

the drying fallen leaves render my footsteps audible
just as the snow blanket will soon make them visible
As little girls we climbed the trees
Once, my sister broke her wrist
When the limb that she had trusted
Dropped her down hard on the ground
An oak would never have let my sister fall
But the choke cherry branch felt no call at all
To bear the weight of a child under summer’s bright sky 

As in life, so in death, the oak stands stronger and more solid 
than any walnut, choke cherry or elm racing him to the sun
While the crisp leaves underfoot
Expose our location, announce our direction
I walk and I listen

to my footsteps
to the wind

sometimes I can hear 
the warmth of the sunshine

the blue of the sky
and the green brown of the earth 

that feeds us all.

Though I was at first somewhat reluctant, 
I became an enthusiastically inspired

participant in NLI's Nature Poetry & Prose
event. I owe a huge “thank you” to Kim
Johnsen for inviting me. Leading up to the
event, I had to choose and fine tune an
appropriate number of poems for my
allotted time. This was the first time I've tried
to gather like-minded poems and put them
in a believable line-up. I had to create my set
list, as it were. This in and of itself was a
fascinating experience. 

And then came rehearsal, which of
course, I had to do alone. There was no way 
I was ready to share my poetry with others
out loud. So, over and over while I walked
with the dogs, the trees listened to my
poems read aloud and they didn't cringe so
my confidence grew.

Then came the day of the event, fully
dressed in sweaty, mosquito-drenched
anxiety, and my sisters in town?! Oh dear!
But I did it and survived and actually, really
felt good. Despite the storm that chased us
all quickly to our cars, many made a point 

to thank me sincerely...and then they fled.
My lovely sister caught my whole “set” on
video, too, so I even got to watch me after
my family went to bed. 

Shortly after the Nature Prose & Poetry
event I attended a writers' workshop where I
confidently read my writing aloud. Within two
months of my debut on stage I completed
and compiled 32 poems together and
submitted them to a contest where perhaps
I'll learn something more. 

I've taken to sharing my poems more. 
Not with many, just close friends and family
for now. But, somewhere, sometime soon, 
I think I might want to share them farther.
Thanks to the kindness of my very first
audience at Nygren Wetland on August 4,
with a magnificent backdrop and fresh air
blowing the hot and the mosquitoes away!
Though I'm not completely convinced, I'm
getting more comfortable with the notion
that maybe my words and the order I place
them in can create pictures for some that
make them feel something that ultimately
adds to their life.P – Lani Richardson

Nature inspires many forms of art including literature. Natural Land Institute
started a tradition three years ago to celebrate the natural world with a
nature-themed poetry and prose event. Nature Poetry & Prose (NP&P)was

held on a warm summer evening in August. The writers captured the imaginations of
everyone with the variety of poetry and writing styles, as well as the moving stories

that they shared with the audience. 
Thank you to all of the participants: Christine

Swanberg (poet, author, NP&P event planning and
MC), Wilda Morris (poet and author), Sandra
Fenton (poet, writer, editor), Edward Cope (writer,
NLI Restoration Ecologist), Chelsea Peterson (poet,
writer, college student, NLI volunteer), and Lani
Richardson (poet and writer). 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped
set up and run the event: Paul Baits, Everette
Bates, Leslie Krenik, Mary Mohaupt, Scott
Stuerer, Andrea Wallace, and Stacy Wallace; and
many thanks to our cookie donors: Everette Bates,
Paulette Gilbert, Linda Miller, Mary Mohaupt,
Andrea and Stacy Wallace. P

Growing Confidence – Lani’s Story
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My Passport to Nature

Igrew up on the edge of town with a
creek that ran through our property.
My neighborhood friends and I loved to

find reasons to play in and near the creek
in the summertime. We also had a fort along
the creek in a nearby wooded area for a
couple of years. It’s no wonder that I have a
natural fondness for water and have lived
on a creek or a river most of my life. 

We had three acres of land so my
dad decided to raise one bull per year for
beef, and my sister and I wanted horses,
of course. As teens we would ride horses
with friends to nearby Anna Page Park
with equestrian trails. 

I learned about vegetable gardening
from my mom and growing flowers from
my grandmother. I lost interest in gardening
for a while and then reconnected to it a
few years before I started working for

Natural Land Institute. After starting my
job at NLI, I came to realize that my love
and curiosity for plants and animals
started at an early age. 

Working for NLI exposed me to the
world of native plants and animals and
the importance of creating experiences
where people can connect to the natural
environment so they can have a chance
to learn about and understand nature,
love it and act to protect it. There is a
famous quote by Baba Dioum, that has
become a refrain in my mind and reminds
me of why people need to have experiences
in nature, “In the end, we will conserve
only what we love; we will love only
what we understand and we will
understand only what we are taught.”

I was thrilled to have the opportunity
to go through the U of I Extension Master

Naturalist program in 2013, thanks to NLI.
That experience broadened my scope of
understanding about the natural
environment more than I dreamed possible
and has led me to feel compelled to inform
others about the wonders of nature.

Organizing events and educational
programs is only one part of my job that I
love. It allows me to share my excitement
about all of the things I have learned and
continue to learn about like a wildflower,
a tree, a bird, a butterfly or a bat.

For many years NLI’s Education
Committee planned the annual Wildflower
Weekend event. Two years ago the
committee brainstormed ways to make
this midsummer event a more scientific,
educational and family-themed event.
Committee member Laura Sjoquist came
up with the idea and format for Family
Nature Day with ten learning stations at
Nygren Wetland Preserve. It made sense

by Kim Johnsen

Photo: Judy Barnard

Prairies Wetlands Mammals Pollinators

Photo: Judy BarnardPhoto: Judy BarnardPhoto: Jill KennayPhoto: Jill Kennay
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to everyone so we embarked on
planning this new concept in 2015. 

This past summer, on Saturday, June 25,
we presented the second Family Nature
Day. This event is one of the best examples
of why it is essential to give people a chance
to explore nature. It’s heartwarming to me
to see a child discover what it feels like to
touch a live turtle. I loved seeing kids look
through the telescope to see dozens of
American White Pelicans in the wetland.
When I heard a mom say how great it was
that we had this event, especially for
her children to have the opportunity to
go around to the different stations, I was
filled with emotion. Hearing positive
comments from the guests who attended
Family Nature Day was very rewarding. 

This educational-style event is enjoyable
for all ages and we gave adults, as well as
children an incentive to visit ten learning
stations. Kids received a passport with
information about each station, a key fact,
an activity, and space to write or draw
about their experiences. It’s something
they were able to keep as a way to
document their journey and continue to
engage with after that day. They got a stamp
at each station as a way to earn a Nygren
Wetland Junior Naturalist Badge and a
Certificate of Recognition. I was delighted
to see 62 children raise their right hand
and get “sworn in” to receive their badge.
That’s double the number from last year.
Adults received a station checklist to get
stamped so they could earn a reward, too.

There were ten learning stations that
guests were able to visit and learn from
with each one providing a distinctive
experience: Prairies, Wetlands, Butterflies
and Seeds, Raptors, Archeology and
Macktown Living History, Birds, Forests,
Invaders, Mammals, and Pollinators.
This year we added guided tours of the
Anne Meyer Wildflower Garden to the
Prairies station.

I am very grateful to all of the station
hosts, prairie tour guides and volunteers
for their role in making Family Nature
Day a successful event. Their knowledge
and expertise provided a solid foundation
for this educational event and gave visitors
to Nygren Wetland Preserve their
passport to nature. P

Thank you to our Learning Station Hosts:  FORESTS – Scott Steurer and 
Welty Environmental Center; Rachel Baits and Drew Martin; 
MAMMALS – Two Toads Environmental Experiences: Mary Mohaupt and 
Jan Lindenmier; ARCHEOLOGY & MACKTOWN LIVING HISTORY – Ray and Char
Ferguson, Reid Ferguson; WETLANDS – Rick Barton, Rick Rudey, Andrea
Wallace; POLLINATORS – Barbara Williams; BIRDS – Dan Williams; INVADERS –
Ed Cope; BUTTERFLIES & SEEDS – Laura Sjoquist and Julie Tackett; RAPTORS –
Northern Illinois Raptor Rehab & Education: Candy & Steve Ridlbauer and
their volunteers; PRAIRIES – Lenae Weichel and Kerry Leigh and tour guides:

Ellwyn Englof, Zach Grycan, Anita Johnson, Lee and Lynda Johnson
Thank you to our Volunteers: Judy Barnard, Jordon Breese, Chad Etnyre,
Ellen Hinde, David Johnson, Deborah Krug, Linda Miller, Bev Moore, 
Chris Reisetter, Keith Syfert, Stacy Wallace, Mike Williams, and Sara Winter.
Thank you to our Sponsors: Bugler Design, Inc., Rockford Litho Center, and
Taylor Creek Restoration Nurseries
Special Thank You: Prairie Street Brewing Company and NLI Education
Committee
Staff: Kerry Leigh, Jill Kennay, Zach Grycan, Ed Cope, and Kim Johnsen

We saw a big resurgence in our plant
production effort during 2016 in the
greenhouse at Nygren Wetland Preserve. 

In the wake of the establishment of a regional seed
sharing network, we found ourselves with a treasure
trove of seeds from rare plants that we previously had
little access to. Not wanting to leave their successful
germination to chance, we decided to sow the
majority of the seed in the greenhouse. Under our
attentive and meticulous care, we are proud to say that
they flourished.

We produced nearly 2,100 plugs this year with an
estimated value of $15,000. Some were local rarities,
such as Cream Indigo, Dwarf Birch, and Ninebark.

If you would like to assist with our plant
propagation efforts next year, please consider joining us
on the first Sunday of every month (beginning in April) at
Nygren Wetland. This is a wonderful way to play a role in
the recovery of endangered species.P Summer Intern Rachel Baits tending to the seedlings in the greenhouse.

Greenhouse 
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Thank you to our 2016 NLI Donors
Protectors
of the Land
($5,000 and over)
Anonymous
Jon and Joy Duerr
Mrs. John J. Fulton
Jack and 
Colleen Holmbeck

Gordon and Linda Neese
Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards 
of the Land 
($2,500 - $4,999))
Dorothy Baits
Jay and Jane Evans
Gary and Darcy Hess
William and Sally Hoff
Don and Espie Nelson
Robert Nelson and 
Tricia Davey

Herb and 
Marianna Page

Trustees
of the Land
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Gary and Judy Anderson
Jim and 
Marion Applegate

Larry and Donna Balch
Ben Harding 
Family Foundation

Jeffrey Jens and 
Ann Boisclair

Ron and Carol Burmeister

Fred and Meg Bushnell
Jerry Busse
Campbell Supply
Company

Mary Caskey
Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne Eggers
Ray and Char Ferguson
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Mark Keister and 
Sheryl Wolff

Mary Lou Lafler

Kent and 
Kathleen Lawrence

Dan and Amy Loescher
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Ellen McHugh
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Jerry Paulson
Joseph and Barbara Pittman
Ted Ross and 
Kathie Ayres

Ruthe Falk and 
Bruce Ross-Shannon

Karen Ruffner
Tom and Linda Sandquist
Paul and 
Carol Soderholm

Specialty Screw Corp.
Linda Miller and 
Keith Syfert

Phil and Paula Turner
Randy and Dana Vincent
Daniel and 
Barbara Williams

Nancy Hamill Winter

Sheryl Almquist Hall
Dorothy Anderson
Vivian Anderson
ARC Design Resources,
Inc.

Jim and 
Marion Applegate

David and 
Madeleine Arnold

Bruce and Patty Atwood
Larry and Donna Balch
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Sarah, Gill and 
Mark Batterman

Robert and Beverly Beebe
Ben Harding 
Family Foundation

Chuck and 
Karen Blomgren

Bluestem Ecological 
Services

Boone County 
Conservation District

Alan Branhagen
Bill and Debbie Brearley
John Brearley
Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, LTD

Ron and Carol Burmeister
Leroy and Diane Busker
Campbell Supply 
Company

John C. Carleton
Taylor and Susan Carlin
Mary Caskey
Joe and Ann Chamberlain
Dave and Kim Cheng
Christopher and 
Lindy Chinault

Paul and Sue Christensen
Dorothy Cieskus
Steve and Diane Clark
Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois

Mary Conley
Council of 
Rockford Gardeners

John Culley
Teresa Wilmot and 
Frank Dajka

Peter Damby

Samuel and Carol Darby
Joan Davis
William Dean
Robert and Jane Dearborn
Roger Derix
Michael and 
Sondra Descamps

Elizabeth Dickinson
Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Tim and Debby Dimke
Daniel and Kirby Doyle
Sylvia Doyle
Jon and Joy Duerr
Kay Dye
Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne Eggers
Gordon G., Jr. and 
Rose Eggers

Dr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Eller

Sylvia Emerson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Karl and Barbara Erickson
Scott and Wendy Esgar
Jay and Jane Evans
Paula Evans
Ray and Char Ferguson
Joseph Ferraro
Mary Rose Fillip
Loren and Jan Floto
Darrell and Audrey Forbes
Forest City Gear
John and Jean Frana
Franklin Creek 
Preservation Area 
Comm.

Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Gordon and Nada Geddes
Joseph Geraghty
Anne Godin
Marjorie Lundy and 
James Godshalk

Cynthia Grantz
Roger and 
Carolyn Greenlaw

Virginia Gregory
Mark and Jill Grove
Jeff and Therese Grumley
Andrew Gulya
James and 
Andrea Gustafson

Tim Gutormson
David and Anne Hagney
Kenneth Hall
Charli and Prudy Harker
Alan and 
Frannie Heggblom

Don and 
Marilyn Heneghan

John Verhaar and 
Janet Herbert

Daniel and 
Catherine Herdeman

Ray and Nina Herzer
Dave and Ellen Hinde
William and Sally Hoff
Jack and 
Colleen Holmbeck

Marlowe and 
Nancy Holstrum

Roberta Holzwarth
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Kurt Hubbard
Russ and Gin Johansson
Curt and Kim Johnsen
Thomas Jordan
Jim and Pam Keeling
Steve and June Keibler
Kerry Ingredients & 
Flavors

Bruce Kessler
Jean Killingsworth
Lloyd and Diane Koch
Larry Konstant
Anthony and Jill Kutter
Mary Lou Lafler
Bud and Terry Laman
Carolyn Waldron
Kent and 
Kathleen Lawrence

Ray and Deborah Lecuyer
Kerry Leigh
Dick Leighton
Joanne Lenci
Bob and Elizabeth Lind
Chuck and Michele Lind
Lindstrom Travel
Romayne and 
Marlene Little

Ruth and Tom Little
Loescher & Associates 
LTD.

Dan and Amy Loescher

Paul and Jodean Logli
Ryan Lovejoy
Lenore Lund
Gloria Lundin
Dick Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Kay MacNeil
Mark Maffei
Dr. Madhu Malladi
Kent and Marti Mallquist
Patrick and 
Cynthia Maloney

Julieanne and Erik Mason
Kathryn Mattison
Lora McClelland and 
Michael Simmons

Joseph and 
Barbara McCoy

Phillip McDonald, Jr.
Don McFall
Ellen McHugh
Miles and Mary McKey
Norman and Anne Meyer
Don Miller
Sandra Miller
Steve and Janet Moore
Jerry Moors
Thomas and Judith Mott
John and Marjorie Nash
Gordon and Linda Neese
Larry and Barbara Nelson
John and Karin Nitiss
Richard and Luci Nora
Richard Nordlof
NorthPointe Health & 
Wellness Center

Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Bruce and Paula Olson
Scott and Rebecca Olson
Virginia Olson
Joseph O'Sullivan
Betty Owano
Jerry Paulson
Wendy Perks Fisher
Bruce and 
Susan Peterson

John and Judi Peterson
David and Jane Picken
James and Diane Pippel
Joseph and 
Barbara Pittman

Jack Pizzo

Alice Purnell
Ken and Sue Reinhardt
Dick and Trudy Reynolds
Gerald Rilling
James T. Robinson
Rockford Area 
Arts Council

Rockford Brewing 
Company

Timothy and 
Carrie Rollins

Tom and Carole Root
Elizabeth Ross
Joe and Mary Jo Ross
Rick and Marlene Rudey
Linda Russell
John and 
Barbara Rutherford

Tom and Linda Sandquist
Savant Capital, LLC
Stephen J. Schmaeng
Julianne Schmidt
David and 
Sue Schroepfer

Richard and Sandra Scott
Seedling Garden Club
Thom and Teresa Shelow
William Shepherd
Jack and Terryl Shouba
Barbara and Jack Simon
Robert Simpson
Todd Simpson
Sjostrom and Sons 
Foundation

David and Connie Sliktas
Smeja Family Foundation
Lloyd Smith
Mary Ann Smith
Paul and 
Carol Soderholm

Specialty Screw Corp.
Jackie Spelman
Ron and 
Jennifer Spielman

Mark Spitzer
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Adlai and 
Nancy Stevenson

Elba Stirlen
Brad Suster
Wayne Svoboda

Stephen and 
Suzette Symes

Tallgrass Restoration, 
LLC

Taylor Creek 
Restoration Nurseries

Steven and Marcia Terrill
Don and Jane Thayer
John and Marilyn Thayer
Robert Thayer
ThermoFisher Scientific
Rolf and 
Maggie Thienemann

Trip Thienemann
Pat Tollefsrud
Rich and 
Mary Anne Toppe

Janet Trestik
Phil and Paula Turner
Unitarian Universalist 
Church

UTC Aerospace Systems
Barry and Sherry Viktora
Jimmy Vitale
Dave and Nancy Voss
John and Susan Walt
Walter and 
Virginia Watson

Stuart and Dimmie Weller
David and Julie Whalen
Fred and 
Mary Ann Wham

Robert and 
Betsy Wheeler

Michael White, Jr.
David Wiemer
Wild Birds Unlimited
Daniel and 
Barbara Williams

WilliamsMcCarthy LLP
Richard and 
Nancy Wilson

Nancy Hamill Winter
WipFli
Ray and Nola Wood
Gregory and 
Dimmis Zeigler

Thank You to our $100+ Donors (January – October 2016)
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Thank You to NLI Project Partners
Anonymous life insurance
policy bequest

Anonymous 
stewardship grant

David and 
Colleen Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Jeffrey R. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Kristin Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Linda and John Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Tracy E. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

M.R. Bauer Foundation
Black-Periman Foundation
Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois

EarthShare Illinois
Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County

Grand Victoria Foundation
Hamill Family Foundation
Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources

Kiwanis Charities
Land Trust Alliance
Merrill Johnson Trust 
Minnesota Land Trust
Gordon and Linda Neese
Guy Reno Family Foundation
Rockford Area Arts Council
Rockford Park District
Vanderpoel Conservation 
Foundation

Lois Winkel

Mary Jane Baucom
Mary Caskey
Bill Dickinson
Marion Doyle
Gordon G. Eggers
Bertil Erickson

Barbara Garst Fell
Sharon Jordan
Scotti Lichtenheld
Judy McCleary
Roy W. Morris
Jim Pemble

Tom Ptacin
Bill Purnell
Roy Rilling
Ruth Spelman
Dean Tollefsrud

Gifts Were Made in Honor or in Memory of:

Thanks to Our Wednesday Crew

Vivian Anderson
Mary Caskey
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Sylvia Emerson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Paulette Gilbert
Marjorie Lundy and 
James Godshalk

Virginia Gregory
Thomas Jordan
Chuck and Michele Lind

Ruth and Tom Little
Dick Luthin
Mark Maffei
Kent and Marti Mallquist
Bradley and 
Karen Sue McCarthy

Miles and Mary McKey
Larry and Barbara Nelson
Richard Nordlof
Bruce and Paula Olson

Joseph and 
Barbara Pittman

Ken and Sue Reinhardt
Rick and Marlene Rudey
John and 
Barbara Rutherford

Troy Skwor
Trip Thienemann
Dave and Nancy Voss
Michael White, Jr.

Thank you to our recent Donors to the 
Gordon G. Eggers Fund, an Endowment for 
the Nygren Wetland Preserve 

Once again, our weekly Wednesday volunteer crew at Nygren
Wetland has proven to be one of our most critical assets in the
ongoing maintenance of our flagship preserve. They removed
invasive species, collected seeds, mowed trails, emptied trash
cans, kept our equipment in repair, monitored wildlife, potted
thousands of plants, and even rebuilt part of our barn. An
incredible group of uniquely talented individuals, we would be truly
lost without their ongoing efforts. From all of the Natural Land
Institute staff, we sincerely thank you for your service.

Corporate Council Members
$1,000+
Campbell Supply 
Company

Specialty Screw 
Corporation

$500+
Androck Hardware
Loescher & Associates, 
LTD.

Tyler’s Landscaping 
Services

Viking Chemical
$250+
Arc Design Resources, 
Inc.

Bluestem Ecological 
Solutions

Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, Ltd.

Forest City Gear
NorthPointe Health & 
Wellness Center

Olson Ecological 
Solutions

Wine & Brew at
the Wetland
is Natural Land

Institute’s casual summer
event held every other year
at Nygren Wetland Preserve with proceeds benefitting the
ongoing restoration and management of the preserve. The late
afternoon event, held on Saturday, July 16, gave guests a
beautiful view of the midsummer wildflowers and many took
a tour with a guide to learn more about the history of the
recreated prairies and wetlands at the preserve. 

Artale & Co. provided tastings of Bio Dynamic wine made
with self-sustainable farming practices and gave 15% of their
sales by the bottle that day to NLI. 

Prairie Street
Brewing Company
created a specially-
made brew for NLI
as a benefit, and
proceeds from
sales of the
handcrafted
dandelion wit at
their restaurant and at Wine & Brew at the Wetland were
given to NLI. To add to the fun there was a naming contest for
the benefit brew and the winning name, “Summer Weed,”
was submitted by Natalie Troxell. We appreciate everyone
who participated in this contest and supported NLI by
purchasing the benefit beer.

Two other area craft breweries, Generations Brewing Co.
(Freeport, Ill.) and Lena Brewing Co. (Lena, Ill.) also
participated at this year’s event and provided tastings of their
handcrafted brews. Guests also enjoyed the lively music of
Swingbilly RFD and the gourmet picnic cuisine prepared by
Toni’s of Winnebago.

Thank you to the Wine & Brew at the Wetland Event
Chair, Trip Thienemann, all of the volunteers who helped
with set up, tear down and during the event, and all of our
event partners who provided the wine, beer, and cuisine. A
special thank you to Bill and Sally Hoff and the Friends of
On the Waterfront.P
Thanks to our Sponsors: MAJOR SPONSOR ($1,500): Campbell Science;
SUPPORTING SPONSORS ($1,200): Sjostrom & Sons, Inc., ($1,000): 
Bugler Design Inc. and Specialty Screw Corporation; ASSOCIATE
SPONSORS ($500): Pizzo Group and Prairie Street Brewing Company;
PATRONS ($250): Lindstrom Travel and WIPFLi.P

Sampling Bio Dynamic Wine,
Handcrafted Beer and 
Gourmet Picnic Cuisine

Reed Sjostrom (left) of 
Prairie Street Brewing Company
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Honors Biology Classes

Each year in September Freshmen
Honors Biology Classes have
visited Nygren Wetland Preserve to

study different aspects of the ecosystem
at the preserve and determine the health
of it. In early September 140 students,
split between two days, did field studies in
these four areas: biodiversity, chemical
analysis of Raccoon Creek (oxygen, 
pH, nitrogen, water quality index),
macroinvertebrates, and physical
analysis of the creek (temperature,
temperature change, and turbidity). 

Teacher Maggie Moore, who
coordinated the field trip, also required
her students to give presentations at
school a few days later. She invited NLI
to come and listen to the students talk
about their findings. Groups of four to
five students prepared their results in
PowerPoint and verbally delivered their
findings to their classmates and teacher
plus nine adults they didn’t know (the
NLI representatives). The students were
impressive! Their findings concluded
that the ecosystem is mostly fair to good.

After each of the 3 classes concluded
their presentations there was time for
questions and discussion. Kim Johnsen

said, “One student told us that she really
appreciated the opportunity to go to the
preserve to do the field study because it
made her understand the process of
analyzing the water better instead of
looking it up and reading it on a computer.
That was poignant. Several students said
that Nygren Wetland wasn’t what they
expected. They really liked it and felt good
when they were there. I told them about the
overlook, trail and Prairie State Hike app.”

“One girl shared that she didn’t want to
put on waders for the macroinvertebrates
study, but after she did and went into the
water to search through the muck she had
a lot of fun. I had the same experience and
feelings when I took the Master Naturalist
program and we had to wade in the
Kishwaukee River to search for mussels
as part of the Aquatic Ecology class. I
didn’t want to put the waders on, but I
finally did and it turned out to be one of
the most fun classes in the program.”

Ms. Moore told Kim, “The students
really benefitted from your participation
in the process,” referring to those who
attended the presentations.

Thank you to Julie Trank for helping
staff on site with the field trip. Thanks to
all who attended the student presentations

on behalf of NLI: Paul Baits (NLI Trustee),
Marion Applegate, Karen Blomgren,
Lou Ann Johnson, Deborah Krug,
Mary Mohaupt, Laura Sjoquist, Ed Cope
and Kim Johnsen.

Environmental Sciences Classes

Also in September, 42 students from 
the Environmental Sciences Classes

used Nygren Wetland as an outdoor
classroom. They learned about forest
ecology, specifically about what the most
common trees are in a floodplain forest
and upland woodland and how to identify
them. The teacher, Erica Rabrich, also
wanted the students to do an activity like
collecting seeds from Big Bluestem grass
to give them another type of experience. 

Thank you to the volunteers who
helped NLI staff (Zach Grycan, Ed Cope
and Kim Johnsen) with this field trip:
Dave and Ellen Hinde, Mary Mohaupt,
and Judy Letourneau. P

Hononegah High School Uses Nygren Wetland to Learn

What’s the pH? Whats the turbidity? Waders for Macroinvertebrates

Collecting Big
Bluestem seeds

All Photos: Kim Johnsen
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People and the Land
Longtime NLI member
Betty J. C. Edwards, 87,
passed away on Aug. 27.
She was devoted to her
garden and loved spending
time in nature. Betty and
her husband, Lowell,
helped with restoration
activities in the native seed
nursery during the early
years at Nygren Wetland
Preserve.

Dwight O. Alton, 73,
passed away on Oct. 23. 
He was a Master Naturalist,
loved eagle watching,
counting bats, fishing and
was a volunteer for land
stewardship and events at
Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Howard W. Fox, 100,
passed away on Oct. 8.
He spent his life as a
forester and educator of
forestry. He was the head
of forestry for Sinnissippi
Forest near Oregon, Ill. for
nearly 30 years. Howard
loved spending time in
nature, taking children on
nature hikes and was the
founder of the nature club
Whale Watchers.P

Betty J. C. Edwards

Dwight O. Alton

Howard W. Fox

Julia “Judy” McCleary
NLI lost a good friend and beloved member in July. Julia McCleary, or Judy
as she preferred to be called, died at the age of 96 in Roscoe. She was born
in Grand Rapids Michigan where she got her love of nature, which she
carried with her throughout her life. She was a devoted wife and mother to
five children, an author, and passionate about nature and land conservation.
Her interest in the natural world led her to the Natural Land Institute, where
she served on the Board of Trustees from 1988 – 1995. Before serving on
the Board she spearheaded the effort to preserve the woodlands and rare
dolomite prairies in what became the Burr Oak Valley Preserve, on Elevator
Road east of Roscoe. Judy and her husband Eugene (Mac) donated the

money to purchase the land for the preserve. She seeded a prairie on land they owned next to the
preserve, learning about prairie restoration as she went. In 2013 McCleary Industries donated an
additional 35 acres to the Burr Oak Valley Preserve, including the prairie planted by Judy. The woodlands
on the recent addition are being restored to their natural condition with generous donations from an
anonymous family and a challenge grant from the Grand Victoria Foundation. Her interest in education
and conservation led to creating a fund at Beloit College to support a student intern to work at the
Nygren Wetland during the summer through the Sustainability Fellows program. She enjoyed 
meeting the young students who served as interns each year. Judy was also a legacy donor to the NLI
endowment, donated funds to purchase land along Kinnikinnick Creek, and in 2012 was awarded the
George and Barbara Fell Award for her long-term commitment to land conservation in northern Illinois.
Judy’s love of nature will be carried on in the land she helped to preserve, the students who learned
about land conservation due to her generosity, and the fond memories of her friends and family.P

Summer Outreach Intern
Andrea Wallaceworked with Kim Johnsen, Director of Marketing &
Membership, on preparing and running events, kids activities at markets,
social media promotions, writing projects and much more. When asked
what she learned from the experience Andrea said, “I treasured the
opportunity to intern with NLI because I knew that my work was going
toward a cause and an organization that resonates very deeply with me.
Ever since I looked under my first rock, I have adored wilderness and find it
very important to defend our natural wonders just as NLI has committed to
do. This internship reaffirmed my passion for stewardship and increased
my eagerness to begin a career in it. Kim introduced me to a facet of
conservation that I had yet to encounter — marketing — and taught me
the nuances of nonprofit business. The internship increased my business

competency as well as expanded my understanding of nonprofit structure and management. I am so
thankful for the connections I made and the experience that others shared with me. After meeting so
much of the naturalist community in the area, it made me all the more eager to return and try to pursue
a career in ecology in Rockford.”P

Julia “Judy” McCleary

Andrea Wallace with
Northern leopard frog

(Lithobates pipiens) 

EarthShare
NLI  is a member of EarthShare, 
an association of the nation’s most 
respected environmental and conservation

organizations.
Our thanks to
those who
support 
NLI through 

their workplace giving and payroll 
deduction campaigns. To learn how you 
and your workplace can support NLI, 
please call 815/964-6666.P 

PublicGood.org
NLI a member of PublicGood.org, a civic
network where you can engage with causes
and communities that matter to you.P

Benefit Day at 
ZaZu Gift Co.
in Roscoe
Thank you to ZaZu Gift Co.
and owner April Kruse for
inviting Natural Land Institute
to participate in their first ever
community benefit day. They
allowed us to share our
mission with customers on
Saturday, October 15 and
gave 10% of sales that day to
NLI. P

Friends
Kristina
Swezey and
Emma Clark
had a good
time
collecting
seeds
during 
Fall Prairie
Harvest Day
while
wearing
vintage NLI
t-shirts.
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Help Protect Nature
Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org

Wander at the Wetland: 
Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike
Friday, February 10, 2017, 4:30 – 8:00 p.m.

You are invited to a
winter exploration

of Nygren Wetland
Preserve. We’ll have
two bonfires, hundreds
of luminaries lining 
the prairie trail, hot
cocoa and cookies in
the winter-themed greenhouse and ongoing guided tours
throughout the evening. Bring your own snowshoes or skis or
you can borrow a pair of snowshoes at the event for a $10
donation to NLI. Thank you to our luminaries sponsor
NorthPointe Health & Wellness and the snowshoes sponsor
Rocktown Adventures. 
Please register for this FREE event by Thursday, February 9,
2017; call 815/964-6666 or email info@naturalland.org

Annual Dinner and Presentation of
the George and Barbara Fell Award
Tuesday, March 21, 2017, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.; Giovanni’s

Mark your calendar to attend the Natural Land Institute’s
yearly gathering of supporters and community leaders to

learn about current efforts and future plans. In addition to
socializing and dinner, the Board of Trustees will recognize
outstanding land conservation achievements and leadership
with the presentation of the George and Barbara Fell Award.
This year’s program will include Guest Speaker, Arthur
Melville Pearson, author of the book, A Legacy of Natural
Lands and biographer of George B. Fell. He will sell and sign
copies of his newly-published biography about the founder of
Natural Land Institute, George B. Fell at the Annual Dinner.
Watch for your invitation in the mail in February. 

Nominations for the 2017 George & Barbara Fell Award
Nominations are now being accepted for the George and
Barbara Fell Award. The form and details can be found on our
website at http://www.naturalland.org/ab_gbaward.htmlP

Save the Dates for these Natural Land Institute Events

�

�

� �

�

at the Wetlandat the Wetland

Holiday
OpenHouse

You are invited to our annual Holiday Open House 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016, 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

We invite you to celebrate the Holiday Season with us at the 
Natural Land Institute office in Historic Haight Village, 320 S. Third St., Rockford.

Stop by anytime between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. to enjoy appetizers, desserts, 
coffee and hot cider while you mingle with NLI Staff, Trustees and 

other members. Please RSVP by Monday, December 12: 
815/964-6666 or info@naturalland.org.


