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McCleary Industries donates land as
addition to Burr Oak Valley Preserve

Photos Credite cCleary Industries, Inc. has donated 35 acres of land east of Roscoe as an addition

<H'\gflsetgeaﬂ?svx!fuf';vgfgs\fe\frav'ﬁt;cﬁ R to Burr Oak Valley Preserve. The closing on the preserve is anticipated to be at the end

(Right) McCleary Woods site by Jerry Paulson. of June. It is located south of Elevator Road, and east of I-90 in Winnebago County.

(Below) Yellow warbler photo by Mark Blassage.

The land is covered with brush, a narrow band of oak woods, a small remnant dolomite
prairie and a planted prairie. A small tributary of Kinnikinnick Creek runs through the preserve.
The property is divided into four parcels: One 5-acre parcel along Elevator Road, a 20-acre
parcel that extends from Elevator Road back to the preserve, and two lots in McCleary’s
Woods Subdivision.

Judy McCleary, a former NLI Trustee and recipient of the 2012 George and Barbara Fell
Award, seeded one of the lots with prairie species purchased from various nurseries and collected
from nearby prairie remnants over a period of several years. NLI staff and volunteers helped her
with the seeding and prescribed burns. A well-established prairie is now on the lot, which is
visible from Elevator Road. Continued on page 3

The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in northern lllinois for people, plants and animals.
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Natural Land Institute A message from our Executive Director..

A member supported, nonprofit organization
dedicated to preserving natural land for

e NLI and its mission of protecting natural lands play a

Photo by Kim Johnsen

people, native plants and animals in northern major role in creating functional Green Infrastructure (GI)
Illinois. Since 1958, NLI has protected, in a landscape. NLI is currently partnering with other local
managed and restored thousands of acres of groups to prepare a Kishwaukee River GI plan for the new

prairies, forests, wetlands and river corridors
throughout lllinois and southern Wisconsin.

Serving as a regional land trust, NLI
preserves forests, prairies and wetlands for

industrial and commercial park south of Rockford. On a large
scale, Gl is an interconnected network of open spaces and
natural areas that conserve natural ecosystem functions and

native plants and animals, restores habitat sustain and clean our air and water. We all know at some level kerry Leigh
for wildlife, protects rivers and streams for that there are economic and social benefits as well as the obvious  gyecytive Director
fish and other aquatic species, educates environmental benefits to preserving land. NLI has consistently

people about their part in nature, and provides

o . focused its message on biological diversity and habitat protection. Yet there are other
opportunities to enjoy natural areas.

The Natural Land Insttute s supporied in benefitg to natura.l lapd preservation such as improving the ql.lamy of our water,
part by tax-deductible contributions. recharging our drinking water underground aquifers through infiltration, reducing
To make a contribution or learn more flood damage by storing water in wetlands, and reducing soil erosion. Stormwater
about our activities, contact: runoff from parking lots, roads and other impervious ‘gray
Natural Land Institute, 320 30‘“_“ Third infrastructure’ has been called ‘drinking water runoff.
gggﬁ;’: 8R10 gggzéggg;og)?g&%m_5661; Connectivity is an important concept in preserving
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or visit our ¥ land. One of the benefits of connecting natural lands is that it
website at www.NaturalLand.org. o provides corridors and large spaces so that wildlife and plant
species are not confined to isolated pockets. On a regional
President .. ... ... ... .. Daniel Williams scale connectivity enhances natural resources and biological
Vice President ........... David Arnold ¥ diversity when purchases are made strategically with
Treasurer ................ Tom Ptacin Pileated Woodpecker partners. Isolated pockets of natural lands really struggle not
Isrg%eetdaige Past President I.(e.irJeun d5|g$ﬁ£$3 to be overrun by invasive species and can often require heroic
. and long lasting management activities for them to maintain
I\Rlllglr(yB(?aTlg’)/ng?k?(r)? s any biological resiliency. Isolation also limits the types of
Ellwyn Englo%, e wildlife that can take advantage of natural habitat.
Ray Ferguson, Rockton An example of how NLI works strategically with partners
Terrie Hall, Rockford to create this GI network is NLI’s Pecatonica Woodlands
Will Hoﬁ, Pecatqnica Preserve with 142 acres of bottomland forest, ox-bow ponds
L i W slol and old agricultural fields along the Pecatonica River and a
conservation easement on 68 acres of land next to the

Board of Trustees:

Ruth Little, Rockford

Mark Maffei, Roscoe Cerulean Warbler
Thomas Sandquist, Rockford u preserve which is part of a 1,425 acre protected area. The
Reed Sjostrom, Rockford Winnebago County Forest Preserve District and the Illinois Conservation
Trip Thienemann, Rockford Foundation protect the other acreages. These bottomland forests store significant
Staff: amounts of water in their wetlands and reduce flood damage downstream.
Executive Director ......... Kerry Leigh NLI is completing the process of adding 35 acres of protected land to the
S'isrsgts::gptmplrector """"" Jill Kenniay 62.6 acre Burr Oak Valley Preserve with the McCleary Woods land donation to
Stewardship .......... Kevin Rohling expand the area protected to 87.6 acres. This addition is an example of a strategy
Director of Marketing & . aimed at increasing that ecosystem’s ability to adapt and its biological integrity by
Membership ............ Kim Johnsen expanding its size and buffering it from surrounding land use impacts.
Administrative Assistant . . Jessica Formea We are ver reciative that re ioinin 1 this iournev to romote clean
Stewardship Assistants . . . .. . Ed Cope, e are very appreciative that you are joining us on this journey to promote clea
Brian Heynen water and air, protect our drinking water and our natural lands for us all to enjoy.
Green Infrastructure may not be a romantic concept, yet the functions it provides
Weekly Volunteer: 1 v th < little Pileated Woodpeck d the charmi
Administration .| Marianna Seipts allow us to enjoy those noisy little Pileated Woodpeckers and the charming

Cerulean Warblers. - i
% s,
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McCleary Industries donates land contiued o page

The property provides habitat for
savanna birds and other wildlife, is a
buffer to Burr Oak Valley Preserve,
protects the water quality of runoff into
the creek, provides scenic views of the
woods and prairie for people driving
along Elevator Road and living in
neighboring subdivisions, and gives
better access to the preserve for
restoration and management. The land
donation also prevents additional houses
from being constructed next to Burr Oak
Valley Preserve.

Burr Oak
Valley Preserve
was purchased
by the Natural
Land Institute
in 1986 with a
donation from
Judy and
Eugene
McCleary and McCleary Industries,
and a conservation easement was
secured on an additional 3.38 acres
along the creek at the southwest corner
of the preserve in 1988. McCleary
Industries acquired the remaining land

Bloodroot —
growing on the site.

Photo by Jerry Paulson

A prairie in McCleary Woods established
by Judy McCleary with help from NLI staff
and volunteers.

along Elevator Road and subdivided 30
acres into six 5-acre lots. Two of the lots
were sold, but the remaining lots and
another 25 acres remained undeveloped.
In January 2010 Patrick McCleary,
President of McCleary Industries
contacted NLI and proposed donating
the undeveloped land to NLI. The staff
and members of the Land Conservation
Committee toured the property on

The new property, shown at upper left, is
added to the Burr Oak Valley Preserve.

April 6, 2010 and agreed to accept the
35 acres. The Board of Trustees
approved accepting the donation on
December 13, 2012.

A restoration and management plan
will be developed for the property.
Restoration will begin in the summer of
2013. The property will be closed to
public use until trails and a parking area
can be developed. - by Jerry Paulson

We ask for your help in this

important endeavor. Our goal is

to raise the funds by end of
this Summer to add a total of
$40,000 new dollars to the
Nygren Wetland Preserve
Endowment Fund to assist in
permanently protecting this

amazing place for generations to come.

Help the Natural Land Institute Meet a New Challenge!

NLI has received a new challenge by the Community Foundation of Northern lllinois to raise
an additional $30,000, which they will then match with a $10,000 grant.

Your donation in any amount will be
greatly appreciated. Gifts may be

matching grant.

made by check, credit card,

through the mail or online.

| Please help us meet
this new challenge
and earn the $10,000
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Photo by Kevin R

Cesar Ndorerwanayo helps remove
invasive brush at Burr Oak Valley
Preserve on April 26.

Stewardship Storles

by Director of Stewardship, Kevin Rohling

lot has happened since our last
story. Some of the highlights
include adding two
regularly-scheduled monthly volunteer days,
completing our prescribed fire season, and
monitoring turtles at Nygren Wetland Preserve.

One of our new monthly volunteer days was
aimed at offering an opportunity for volunteers
who would like to contribute to our mission, but
may not be able to attend our other volunteer days
during the work week. The Second Saturday
Volunteer Team began working at Colman
Dells Nature Preserve and will continue
throughout the year, every second Saturday of
the month. So far, we have cleared the

Howard D.
Colman
Dells
Nature
Preserve

notorious invasive
species, bush
honeysuckle, from
a stretch of forest.
Soon we will begin
control of garlic
mustard before it
goes to seed and
out-competes the
diverse and rare
native species.
Colman Dells is famous for its spring ephemeral
wildflowers, rare species on the southern fringe
of their range, and a visit from Aldo Leopold.
We've had a great turnout these first few months,
and hope to keep up the momentum to maintain
this treasured place.

Our other new monthly volunteer day was
developed in cooperation with Abby Simon,
the president of Students for Responsible
Environmental Sustainability at Rock Valley
College. Abby generated support for a volunteer
day with her club at Burr Oak Valley Preserve in
Roscoe, where we worked to remove overcrowded
trees from a hilltop prairie remnant. Several other
volunteers came out for the day as we freed
burr oaks from being shaded out by invasive
buckthorn, and removed encroaching brush
from the hidden prairie in the midst of the forest.
This will also be an ongoing workday, the fourth

Photo: Kim Johnsen

il

Kevin Rohling,
Director of Stewardship

Second Saturday Stewardship Team at Colman Dells in May. LerT To RiGHT: Kathy Rohlwing,
Lois Winkel, Sheryl Almquist Hall, Kevin Rohling

Friday of every month.

We were able to conduct controlled burns, or
prescribed fires, on the most critical portions of
Nygren Wetland Preserve, and another unit at
our Silver Creek Preserve. Prescribed fires help
to maintain prairie by excluding trees and other
woody species and allowing fire-adapted grasses
and wildflowers to flourish. Many factors play a
role in whether we would be able to burn the
prairie or not. We were fortunate to have a few
good days when the volunteer crew was available,
and the wind and other factors aligned. We should
have a magnificent display of wildflowers this
year thanks to all of our dedicated volunteers at
Nygren Wetland and Silver Creek.

We've also initiated a turtle monitoring
prajectat Nygren Wetland Preserve. Jason Ross,
a researcher with the lllinois Natural History
Survey and University of lllinois, has donated
his time and expertise and sardines (as bait!)
towards the program. Jason has worked on
several projects, including tracking desert
tortoise and Blandings turtles, and was curious
about the turtles on NLI's preserves. He is
beginning his own research this summer on the
Smooth Softshell turtle along the Kaskaskia River
in southern lllinois. At Nygren Wetland, we have
caught a number of turtles so far despite a late
start due to the flooding and chilly weather. I'm
looking forward to learning more about the
species residing there, though I'm a little unsure
about handling any snapping turtles that end up
in our traps (any volunteers?).

Photo by Kerry elghA
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Photo by Chantalle Edmunds

The NLI Wish List

fyou have an item on this wish list and would like to

donate it to Natural Land Institute, please call the office at
815-964-6666 for more information and to make arrangements for
delivery or pick up. The first three items are high priority.

= Printer/scanner/copier for the office at

Nygren Wetland Preserve
® Two backpack-style leaf blowers of about 30cc.
= Chainsaws

® Dual axle trailer that is able to haul a tractor and mower
(7,000 Ibs. and 20 feet in length)

= Utility vehicle, preferably a Kubota or similar that is
more capable than a six-wheel Gator

= Pressure washer

= One drip torch

= Fire rakes and flappers
B Batwing mower

= Portable weather station, such as Kestrel,
for prescribed fire monitoring

= Signs for prescribed fires

Roscoe
Sportsman’s Club
lauded for help
at Silver Creek
Preserve

would like to start off by
commending the volunteers of
the Silver Creek Preserve Burn Team
on their exemplary performance. Even
the usual minor equipment failures were
just part of the routine. As strategy was
quickly adapted and communicated,
the repairs happened quickly and
professionally. Good Job!
- by Brian Heynen
[Read more of Brian’s comments
on the News & Events blog page at
www.NaturalLand.org]

Proud supporter of:
Blue skies and green grass.

BMO Harris Bank salutes the work of the Natural Land Institute.

BMO 9 Harris Bank

BMO Harris Bank* is a trade name used by BMO Harris Bank N.A. Member FDIC. bmoharris.com




6 Land & Nature Newsletter & Spring. 20I3

Stewardship Interns
and Seasonal Staff

welcomes new

seasonal staff and
summer interns. They will assist Kevin Rohling
with a variety of stewardship duties including
restoration work, plantings, invasive species
control and removal, turtle monitoring, taking
inventories, flora and fauna database updates,
and natural resource management projects.

Brian Heynen started in April as Stewardship
Assistant. He has been a dedicated volunteer for
NLI for several years and was recognized by NLI
as an outstanding volunteer in 2012. He
graduated from Byron High School, attended the
UW Milwaukee College of Letters and Science
and Rock Valley College where he studied and
participated in a variety of land and water
conservation projects. He is a certified Master
Naturalist, certified in several types of scuba
classes and is certified as an Underwater
Naturalist from the Institute Marine Science,
Roatan, Honduras.

Ed Cope, Stewardship Assistant, started in May.
He has several years experience working in
natural land protection and preservation as a
Seasonal Restoration Technician for Winnebago
County Forest Preserve District. He graduated in
May of this year with BS degrees in Land
Rehabilitation and Natural Resource & Rangeland
Ecology. Ed is from Roscoe and graduated from
Hononegah High School.

This year’s Beloit College Sustainability Fellows
Intern for NLI is Becky Clow. She is from
Woodstock and plans to graduate in 2015 with a
BA degree in Environmental Biology (minor in
Geology). She worked as a Field Station Intern for
the McHenry County Conservation District in
2012 where she implemented management
practices for invasive species, surveyed the local
wildlife and participated in discussions about
conservation history and the future of
sustainability.

Tori Kutz, a Roscoe native and Hononegah High
School graduate, will work 400 hours this
summer as an intern for her BS degree in
Reclamation Environment & Conservation
(Major) and Environmental Science (Minor) from
UW Platteville.

NLI Corporate Council news

n May 22 at Katie’s Cup, the Corporate Council Luncheon program
featured Dennis Dreher (Geosyntec Consultants) who spoke about the

Kishwaukee River Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan. Dennis is one of
the partners of the Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership (KREP), a coalition
of organizations working to create and implement a plan that will ensure clean air
and water for a new development zone. He provided an overview, described the
geographical area that is targeted for commercial and industrial development and
explained alternate green infrastructure development approaches, policies and
ordinances.

Kerry Leigh, new NLI Executive Director, gave a presentation about how green
infrastructure is important for sustainable economic development and quality of
life, why supporting NLI is important, and about the Corporate Council becoming
a self-governing body that uses their collective voice to advocate for sustainable
policies and practices in local government and businesses.

The Corporate Council of the Natural Land Institute brings together like-
minded business leaders to share ideas and support the land conservation work of
our organization and promotes the green business practices of its members.
Luncheon programs and tours are held throughout the year. Mark your calendar
for upcoming Corporate Council Luncheon dates: Wednesdays, August 21 and
November 20, 2013.

Any business interested in supporting the mission of NLI may join the
Corporate Council. For more information and to join, contact Kim Johnsen,
Director of Marketing & Membership, phone 815-964-6666,
email kjohnsen@naturalland.org, or online at www.NaturalLand.org.

Corporate Council Members: $750+ Hey and Associates
Paddle & Trail Mastercraft Exteriors
$5,000+ NorthPointe Health &
Voss Metals Co. $500+ Wellness Center
$1.5000 Androck Hardware Olson Ecological Solutions
' Barnes International Rock Valley Garden Center, Inc.
gampbtéll Sl:(pply Company | sescher & Associates Savant Capital, LLC
ang Ifee " Tyler's Landscaping Services  Sheaffer Landscape
evelopment Group Viking Chemical Architecture
$1,0(.)0+ . $250+ Stillman Bank
Specialty Screw Corporation Arc Design Resources, Inc. $100+
BMO Harris Bank Superior Joining
Forest City Gear Technologies

NLI Website Blog

Watch for news updates about the Hike App and other projects, events and programs on
our website blog: News & Events tab on naturalland.org. You can subscribe to the
blog by clicking on "RSS" at the top of the page and bookmarking it. Check it daily for new
information. Click on "Archive" to see at a glance what's been happening during the past month
Or more.
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NLI's 2013 Annual Dinner honors Jerry Paulson

undreds of people from all over
H Mlinois and as far away as

Washington D.C. attended
Natural Land Institute’s Annual Dinner
on March 19, 2013 at Cliffbreakers in
Rockford to celebrate with and honor
retiring Executive Director Jerry Paulson.
The Primary Event Sponsor of the
Annual Dinner was Dave and
Nancy Voss.

Jerry Paulson was selected by the
Board of Trustees to receive the 2013
George & Barbara Fell Award to honor
his lifetime of conservation work.
Paulson has been working in the land
conservation field for 42%2 years and
retired from NLI on March 31, a position
he has held since 2000.

Through his leadership, Natural
Land Institute was able to protect more
than 5,000 acres of natural land, yearly
membership income increased 80% and
the Endowment funds, which ensure the
longtime viability of the organization,
grew from $75,000 to more than
$850,000. For every $1 raised from
members Paulson leveraged $10 in grant
revenue for land protection and
restoration projects. He led restoration of
hundreds of acres of habitat for birds

Jerry Paulson received the 2013 George &
Barbara Fell Award.

Jerry with Primary Event Sponsors Nancy
and Dave Voss.

and other wildlife, Raccoon Creek,
wetlands, prairies, and woodlands at the
Institute’s largest restoration project,
Nygren Wetland Preserve.

NLI hosts tent at Rockford City Market

N LI Marketing &

Membership
committee hosts the "Learn" tent
once a month with kids activities
at Rockford Gity Market, located
at East State and Water streetsin '
downtown Rockford. Stopby %
and visit us on these dates:
Fridays, June 21, July 12 and
August 16 from 3:00 - 8:00
p.m. and September 6 from
3:00-7:00 p.m.

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Jill Kennay

In addition to the George and
Barbara Fell Award, Jerry was also
recognized at the Annual Dinner for his
dedication and leadership in helping to
protect and preserve natural land and
wildlife habitat with the following
certificates and award:

B Certificate of Special Congressional
Recognition presented by retired
Congressman Don Manzullo

B Distinguished Service Award from
the Board of Commissioners and the
men and women of the Rockford
Park District, presented by President
Jack Armstrong and Commissioners
Doug Brooks and Tyler Smith

B Certificate of Congratulations from
State of Illinois Comptroller
Judy Baar Topinka.

Immediate Past President Judith
Barnard was recognized and thanked
for her nine years of service. She
will retire from the NLI board in
June. Judy’s support, leadership,
enthusiastic participation, and her
dedication to natural land protection
has been invaluable. We look forward
to a continuous working relationship
with her.

Clean up at Aldeen
Marketing & Membership

N L committee hosted a clean up

at Aldeen Park on Sunday, April 21 to
celebrate Earth Day. Thank you to Charlie
Sturm for coordinating the project, to
Rockford Park District and staff for their
support, and to the 45 volunteers who filled
more than 50 large garbage bags with
debris. About half the bags were filled with
recylables. Additional items such as tires, a
suitcase and other large objects were
discovered during the three-hour effort in the
park and along Keith Creek.
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Art in Nature at Klehm Arboretum

he Education Committee presented a program called Art in Nature to students

from Julia Lathrop Elementary School on April 30 at Klehm Arboretum &

Botanic Garden. Sixty-five students from three fifth-grade classes had the
opportunity to learn about and draw different types of trees and to write about what
they saw and felt about trees that day.

Thank you to the presenters: Sherrie Dorr (helped with the program planning;
artist, art teacher at Lathrop School), Cindy Karnitz (writer), and John Moors (tree
expert, Director of Collections at Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden). Thank you to
the volunteers who helped that day: Beth Donahue, Scott Steurer, Maria Arellano,
and Karen Blomgren (Education Committee Chair, NLI Trustee). Karen also helped
Kim Johnsen (Director of Marketing & Membership) with planning and preparations.
We also extend our appreciation to Klehm Arboretum & Botanic Garden for being a
partner by providing staff and the location. Thank you to the teachers: Ms. Till,
AgoVe: Sherrie Dorr helps student get Mr. Arellano and Mrs. Bremer for supporting this program with pre- and post-event
ready to draw a tree. - , , activities with the students that helped tie the experience to their classroom curriculum.
E‘Zﬁ"#gfsg?s Z}S/ Karnitz asks kids to write S A This program was partially supported by a grant from the Rockford

' Area Arts Council, which receives support from the City of Rockford, the

BeLow RiGHT: John Moors explains how to N . i
identify trees. Illinois Arts Council and its members.

All photos this page: Jill Kennay
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Thank you to our generous donors

Protectors
of the Land
($5,000 and over)
Jack and

Colleen Holmbeck
Kentand Kathy Lawrence
Julia McCleary
Edward and

Mary Mezner
Gordon and Linda Neese
Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards
of the Land
($2,500 - $4,999)
Jay and Jane Evans
Mrs. John Fulton
Gary and Darcy Hess
William and Sally Hoff
Tricia Davey and
Robert Nelson
Marianna Seipts

Trustees
of the Land
(51,000 - $2,499)
Gary and Judy Anderson
Jimand
Marion Applegate
Steve and Dorothy Baits
Ben Harding Family
Foundation
Jeffrey Jens and
Ann Boisclair

Fred and Meg Bushnell
Mary Caskey
Lowell and
Betty Edwards
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne and
Gordon Eggers
Ray and Char Ferguson
Eugene Jarvis
Sheryl Wolff and
Mark Keister
Jerry Kolar
Mary Lou Lafler
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Skip and Kathie Mattison
Norman and Anne Meyer
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Don and Espie Nelson
Jerry Paulson
Tedd Ross and
Kathie Ayres
Ruthe Falk and
Bruce Ross-Shannon
Tomand Linda Sandquist
Guy Smith
Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation
Randy and Dana Vincent
Stuartand
Dimmie Weller
Daniel and
Barbara Williams

Thank You to NLI Project Partners

Anonymous - 2
David and
Colleen Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Jeffrey R. Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Kristin Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Linda and
John Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Ralph and
Elizabeth Anderson
Charitable Foundation
Tracy E. Anderson
Charitable Foundation
M.R. Bauer Foundation
Black-Periman
Foundation

Gommunity Foundation
of Northern lllinois

Earth Share of lllinois

Grand Victoria
Foundation

[llinois Clean Energy
Gommunity Foundation

McKnight Foundation

Gordon and Linda Neese

Rockford Area
Arts Council

United Technologies /
Hamilton Sundstrand

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Dave and Nancy Voss

Winnebago County
Forest Preserve
District
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Thank you to our $100+ Donations

Sheryl Aimquist Hall
Gary and Judy Anderson
David and

Madeleine Arnold
Jimand Carolyn Bailey
Larry and Donna Balch
Martha Barclay
Judy Barnard
Barnes International, Inc.
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Robert and

Beverly Beebe
John and Marilyn Bettice
Boone County

Conservation District
Gene and Muriel Boyd
Milton and

Mary Jo Brown
Mr. and Mrs.

John Brubaker
Michael Bugler
Dan and Stacy Burton
Ron and

Carol Burmeister
Leroy and Diane Busker
Cecilia Carreon
Mary Caskey
Gary and Debra Chessare
John Cook, Il
Cooling Landscape

Contractors
Paul Crittenden
John Culley
Peter Damby
Joan Davis
Roger Derix
Mauricio and Janet Diaz
Elizabeth Dickinson
Bill and Julie Dreibelbis
Douglas Ecker
Lowell and

Betty Edwards
Georganne and

Gordon Eggers
Sylvia Emerson

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Mr. and Mrs.
Ellwyn Englof
Kay Fisher
Loren and Jan Floto
Jeff and Paula Francis
Freedom Field
Renewable Energy, Inc.
Chellis French
Phil and
Carolyn Fulkerson
Robin Kohles and
Sam Garst
Nancy Garst
Emily Gayle
Peter Giolitto
Betty Greene
Jeff and
Therese Grumley
Steven and Keiko Hall
Charles Harker
Heather Hasenyager
Joseph Hemlock
Donand
Marilyn Heneghan
Bill and Sally Hoff
Richard and
Jane Hoffman
James and
Catherine Hovis
Rick and Elvy Johnson
Jim and Pam Kegling
Larry Konstant
Ed and Susan Lacerra
Mary Lou Lafler
Kent and Kathy Lawrence
Ray and
Deborah Lecuyer
Ruth and Tom Little
Loescher &
Associates LTD.
Mark Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Kay MacNeil
Lorraine Maffei
in memory of
Marion Zane

January - May 2013
1 Julieanne and

Photo: Jill Kennay

Erik Mason
Mastercraft Exteriors
Dawn Hallsten and

Don Mateer
Karen Matz
Nancy Maze
Julia McCleary
Elizabeth McCoy
Gary and

Joanne Mclntyre
Jim and Denise Miglin
Don Miller
Mary and

Richard Mohaupt
Steve and Janet Moore
John and Marjorie Nash
Richard and Luci Nora
North Central lllinois
Ornithological Society

North Pointe Health &

Wellness Center
Bryan and Kimberly Orvis
Betty Owano
Bruce and

Susan Peterson
Kenneth and

Katie Peterson
William and

Martha Roberts
Rock Valley

Garden Center
Rockford Park District
Timothy and

Carrie Rollins
Tom and Carole Root
Joel and

Susan Rosenfeld
Jim and Bev Ross
Rick and Marlene Rudey
John and Mary Sanders
Tomand

Linda Sandquist
Savant Capital, LLC
Dennis and Julia Schaer
Stephen Schmaeng
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Julianne Schmidt

David and
Sue Schroepfer
Seedling Garden Club
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Thank you to our generous donors continved from page 9

Thank you to our Nygren Wetland Endowment Fund Donors January May, 2013
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Nygren Wetland Preserve “MERc1” To OUR SPONSORS

MAJOR SPONSORS ($1,500)

provides a perfect setting
for this Provence-themed BMO 9 Harris Bank

fundraising event with

summer wildflowers in o ' ] ' ' (W“

e | DALY on the Prame = sauanT
lavender Blazing Star y
and yel]OW Coneflower. & SUPPORTING SPONS;R ($1,000)
Guests will enjoy a unique 70 qo%/ P }LOVW 4
. . WilliamsMcCarthyu.r
experience with an elegant
outdoor dinner NYGREN WETLAND PRESERVE FRiENp SPoNsoR (1750)

overlooking the prairie 3190 W. Rockton Road, Rockton, Illinois }7 t/:'/t
or oinle
and Wet-land. SATURDAY’ ]“NE 29’ 2013 ASSOCIATE SPONSORS ($500)
A gourmet French dinner | 509, Wagon Rides + 6:00 p.m. Social Hour * 7:00 p.m. Dinner Bill and Sally Hoff
by Toni’s of Winnebago, G
French accordion music WIPFL1
o $75 per person / $600 table of 8 s G
by Patricia Spaeth, Reservation deadline: Friday, June 21. PaTroN SPoNSORS (5250)
silent and live auctions, For tickets and info, call 815/964-6666 Gary W. Anderson Architects
horse-drawn wagon tours e-mail info@naturalland.org, Hinshay & Culbert'50n |
and self-guided walks on or visit www.naturalland.org Members Alliance Credit Union

P Sjostrom & Sons Inc.
the prairie will give guests Proceeds from this event go to protecting the precious woodlands,
an evening to remember. k wetlands and prairies of Nygren Wetland Preserve. /
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People and the Land

NLI Trustee, Terrie Hall,
was recognized with the
Service Above Self Award
by the Rotary Club of
Rockford for many years of
service helping to establish

. ¥ and develop computer
automation and ongoing software education for
many area non-profit organizations.

Within the past few months several area
conservation related organizations have
appointed new leaders. Welcome to them all:
Burpee Museum of Natural History, Maureen
Mall; Klehm Arboretum, Dan Riggs; Nicholas
Conservatory, Kelly Moore; Rock Cut State Park,
Melinda Kitchens; Winnebago Boone Farm
Bureau, Ann Marie Cain; Winnebago County
Forest Preserve District, Michael Holan; and
Natural Land Institute, Kerry Leigh.

Bill Walz, a long-time
volunteer with NLI, was
recently honored by
receiving the first ever
Volunteer Steward of the
Year award from the State
Natural Areas program in
Wisconsin. Bill was recognized for his work in
Wisconsin’s Rock River Prairie State Natural
Area, where he helps conduct prescribed fires,
control invasive species, and maintain critical
habitat for rare and endangered species. In
addition to his work in Wisconsin, Bill has been a
stalwart for restoration at NLI's Nygren Wetland
Preserve. He was awarded NLI's Volunteer of
the Yearaward in 2009 for his efforts and logged
362 hours at Nygren Wetland Preserve in 2012.
Bill’s experience working with other organizations
brings valuable insights and knowledge to our
team of volunteer stewards. Way to go Bill!
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Photos: Kim Johnsen

Paula Swanson and Katie Townsend received
the 2013 Atwood Award at the City of Gardens
Spring Kickoff event in April. Both NLI members
were recognized for their many conservation
efforts in our community.

Former Deputy Director of IDNR, John Rogner,
was promoted to Director of U.S. Fish & Wildlife
for the Upper Midwest and Great Lakes
Landscape Cooperative area. NLI's service area

of northern lllinois is located within the Eastern
Tallgrass Prairie and Big Rivers Cooperative area.

NLI Trustees Dave Arnold and Rick Barton
recently became Certified lllinois Master Naturalists.
Congratulations and thank you to them and the
other NLI members and volunteers who put in
266 volunteer hours for NLI in 2012. Program
participants logged 276 hours in 2011 and 403
hours in 2010. We greatly appreciate the help all
have provided to NLI during their time in training.
Other NLI members and volunteers who also

became certified during the past year are Sheryl
Almquist Hall (former NLI Trustee), Ann Whitney,
Anne Meyer, Brian Heynen (current Stewardship
Assistant), Dwight Alton, Don Nelson, Guy
Smith, llona Meagher, Jamie Johannsen,
LaVerne Johnson, Janet Giesen, Janet Herbert,
Joe Hemlock, Karen Matz, Kathy Rohlwing,

Kay Puffett, Marcia Johnson, Mike Eickman
(Winnebago County Forest Preserve District
Commissioner), Rhonda Johnson, Robert
Lindvall, Scott Steurer, and Virginia Watson.

Field Trip to Nygren Wetland

O n May 15 Jill Trowbridge brought her special needs class
from East High School to Nygren Wetland Preserve to take a
tour. The students really enjoyed their visit while they learned about
the prairies, wetlands, wildlife and history of the preserve. Everyone
got excited when they saw two white swans fly overhead and land
on the water in the wetland. Thank you to Kevin Rohling, Director of
Stewardship, for driving the tractor for the wagon tour and for his
comments to the students during the tour. Thank you to Karen
Blomgren for leading the tour that day and to Kim Johnsen for help
with the tour preparation.

Thank you Hor sharng
c Nyaqren

special needs class at East High School for
their trip to Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Earth Share
Member of #&

EarthShare

N llinois

Sfep

N LI is a member of Earth Share, an association of the nation’s

most respected environmental and conservation organizations.
Our thanks to those who support NLI through their workplace giving and
payroll deduction campaigns. To learn how you and your workplace can
support Natural Land Institute, please call 815-964-6666.

Your Land. Your Life. Your Legacy.

Do you wish that you could protect that special place that you enjoyed as a child or that marked
a significant event in your life? Most of us remember a place that changed or shaped our lives,
but it is now gone, or owned by someone else.

You can help create an enduring legacy of natural land that your children or their children can
learn to cherish by naming the Natural Land Institute as a beneficiary in your will or including
us in your estate plans. You don’t own any wild land? You can leave real estate, cash or securities
that can be turned into bur oaks, prairie grass and great blue herons, leaving a legacy of

natural land for future generations.

Gifts can be made to an endowment for a specific purpose, or directed to a particular project
or program. To find out more about making a legacy gift to the Natural Land Institute, call
Jerry Paulson at 815-964-6666, email him at jpaulson@naturalland.org, or mail this form.
Allinquiries are confidential.

] Please contact me about making a legacy gift to the Natural Land Institute.
L] 1/We have included the Natural Land Institute in our will or estate plans.
Name

Phone #

Best time to call




320 S. Third Street, Rockford, lllinois 61104
Phone: 815-964-6666
E-mail: info@naturalland.org
Find us on facebook at
“Natural Land Institute” and Like us.

www.NaturalLand.org
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Look on page 10 for details about
Party on the Prairie
Goes, to Provence &

Saturday, June 29

Saturday, August 24
3:00 - 7:00 p.m.

°
at Nygren Wetland Preserve
m SUPPORTING SPONSOR ($1,200):

at the wetland Sjostrom & Sons, Inc.

Mark your calendar!

FRIEND SPONSOR ($750):

UTC Aerospace Systems
r ew PATRON SPONSORS ($250):
Hinshaw & Culbertson
at the Slough Lindstrom Travel ¢ Hey and Associates
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Save the dates for these upcoming NLI events

Wildflower Walkabouts
Join us for the remaining walks in our 11-week series co-sponsored
by Severson Dells Nature Center and Natural Land Institute.

* Pecatonica Ridge Prairie (north on Conger Rd. from Rt. 20)
Tuesday, June 18, 6:00 p.m., FREE
Led by Jerry Paulson, former NLI Executive Director

e Amboy Marsh
(intersection of Morman Rd. and US 52 near Amboy)
Wednesday, June 26, 6:00 p.m., FREE
Led by Deb Carey, Executive Director, Dixon Park District

Wander Through the Wildflowers
at Nygren Wetland Preserve

Saturday, July 20, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., FREE
A family-friendly summer event where visitors of all ages will
be treated to guided walking tours through the Anne Meyer
Prairie Garden. They will see an array of hardy midsummer
wildflowers such as Pale Purple Coneflower, Black Eyed Susan,
Lead Plant, Compass Plant, Prairie Dock and many more in
full bloom. Also, guests will learn to identify native grasses like

Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem, Side Oats Gramma, Indian Grass
and others. Tours are ongoing throughout the morning and will
start anytime between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Registration not required.
For more information about any of the above events contact
the NLI office at 815/964-6666, info@naturalland.org,
or www.naturalland.org.

A River Gathering

Thursday - Saturday, June 20, 21 and 22
Three days of canoeing, kayaking, fishing, river ecology,
hiking, birding, stories, discussion, music, food and more!
$25 per person. Registration and more information at
www.fouriver.org, or email tdawson@bccdil.org.

FieLp Session: Thursday, June 20, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., $5
Hiking Tour of Nygren Wetland Preserve:

Experience the natural history and restoration successes

and challenges of the 721-acre preserve. This will be an
approximately three-mile hike through upland prairie and
floodplains of the Rock and Pecatonica Rivers. Ages 12 & up
please. Must Register at www.fourriver.org
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