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I Worry...

The mission of the Natural Land Institute
is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in
northern Illinois for people, plants and animals.

I

group doing our
own individual
plans, we
decided to think
bigger. With
Kerry Leigh
grants from the Executive Director
McKnight
Foundation, the Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation and the Grand
Victoria Foundation we hired
consultants and began to create the plan.
The first tier of a two tier effort is now
complete, and it has focused on
community building with non-traditional
partners, especially agricultural partners,
from farmers to agencies. Together, we
have developed a community vision and
identified a suite of goals and strategies
for achieving those goals in our region.
The second phase will be starting soon,
and will be guided by working groups to
identify broad target areas for protection
for water quality and habitat goals, as
well as identifying potential for large
ecological complexes. NLI can then use
this plan and its tools as a guiding
document to do a deeper dive. The plan
uses sophisticated GIS mapping tools
and datasets and is science based.
If you would like to participate
in any of the working groups, please let
me know! We would love to have you…
and then I wouldn’t worry so much.

NLI Executive Director

Apple River Canyon Land and Water Reserve

On the Cover: Sandhill Cranes by

mandmphotography.net

Our Vision: We envision a world in which people
recognize that we are a part of nature and act
with the knowledge that our future depends
upon preserving the natural systems that
support all life on Earth.
The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land
trust, is celebrating 60 years of preserving
natural land in 2018. NLI is a 501(c)3, nonprofit land conservation organization based in
Rockford, Illinois, which has protected more
than 17,300 acres of natural land in Illinois
since 1958. NLI’s current service area covers
twelve counties: Winnebago, Boone, northern
DeKalb, Ogle, Lee, Bureau, Henry, Rock
Island, Whiteside, Carroll, Jo Daviess and
Stephenson Counties.
Serving as a regional land trust, NLI preserves
forests, prairies and wetlands for native plants
and animals, restores habitat for wildlife, protects
rivers and streams for fish and other aquatic
species, educates people about their part in nature,
and provides opportunities to enjoy natural areas.
The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by taxdeductible contributions. To donate, contact:
Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois 61104;
Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.
Board of Trustees:
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ray Ferguson
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick Barton
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ellwyn Englof
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Evans
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Duerr
Paul Baits, Rockford
Ed Eggers, Genoa
Adam Guarino, Machesney Park
Ruth Little, Rockford
Mark Luthin, Belvidere
Mark Maffei, Ph.D., Roscoe
Linda Miller, Rockford
Alan Nowicki, Freeport
Ashley Sarver, Rockford
Dan Swift, M.D., Rockford
Dan Williams, Rockford
Robert Young, Rockford
Carrie Zethmayr, Kings

Photo: Jill Kennay

’ve been looking at ways to do a
better job of protecting critical and
sensitive habitat in our neighborhoods,
and in our region, and I’m not alone.
Aren’t we doing a good job now, you
may ask? We are, of course! Together,
we’re protecting and improving habitat,
protecting and improving water and air
quality and making a big difference…
and yet there is always a time for thinking
how we can improve our impact. I worry
that the broader landscape in which we
work, the landscape of politics, economics,
partnerships and all those forces outside
our direct sphere of influence affect what
we do. I worry about how dramatic
changes have forced all conservation
not-for-profits to take a good hard look
at the future, and what we see is that we
are needed more than ever!
One of the things I worry about
most is how many of our protected and
unprotected habitats now exist in islands
of fragmentation, and our responsibility
and mission in protecting them in
perpetuity. I worry that not only should
we think more deeply about connecting
those core pieces to each other to create
larger ecological complexes, but how we
can effectively act on that thought.
So what are we doing about it? Last
year, NLI partnered with the Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation and many
other regional and state agencies to create a
Strategic Land and Water Conservation
Plan for NW Illinois. Instead of each

Photo: Jill Kennay

A message from our Executive Director...

Staff:
Executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kerry Leigh
Assistant Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship . . . . . . Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing &
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kim Johnsen
Restoration Ecologist . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ed Cope
Community Conservation
Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laura Sjostrom
Administrative Assistant . . . . . . Jessica Formea
Weekly Volunteer:
Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marianna Page
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Soil, Water, CO2 and a Leap of Faith
hat do farms and
conservation have in
common, you might ask?
Well, we did ask, and in the asking,
found answers, and more questions!
What we do know is twofold. We want
to manage our farms so that they are
sustainable with
healthy soils,
LAND
P R OT E C T ION full of living
things, and we
want to create an ecological partnership
between plants and their soil biota with
appropriate farming practices.
As part of NLI’s new strategic plan,
our board set up a Working Lands subcommittee. We wanted to learn how
conservation and habitat protection can
be enhanced with an expanded
perspective. Our board is taking a leap of
faith and exploring how our two donated
farms can not only help to finance our
preserve stewardship activities, but to
also fully engage biodiversity, clean
water, healthy soils and carbon
sequestration in farming.
Looking across our landscape, our
towns and cities are surrounded by
agricultural and natural lands, much of it
in private ownership. NLI’s mission has

W

been and continues to be to protect
natural land, yet how can we continue to
do that when landscape fragmentation,
invasive species and other stressors seem
to be outrunning us?
As we move into this new era of
defining land protection to include
ecosystem restoration like we are doing
at the Nygren Wetland Preserve, and
habitat connectivity as we expand our
preserves, we are seeing how once
unlikely partners are becoming allies.
As we look to these partners across
our communities, we
can explore

and high functioning ecosystems, and
linking them through connected ‘corridors’
of habitat such as conservation farms,
we lessen fragmentation and encourage
a systems approach. These complex
systems are needed more than ever
within a changing climate and provide
habitat and migration corridors for plant
and animal species so that they may
survive and reproduce.
An example of this is the 35-acre
expansion of our Silver Creek Woods
Preserve, and the connections we can make
with other protected lands close by using
all the land protection tools in our toolbox.

Practical Agro-Ecological
Farming

shared values and
partnerships that go
beyond our usual
suspects.
By taking ‘core’ areas of high quality

Conservation working
lands provide us an
opportunity to shift from
high input (fertilizers and
pesticides) practices to practical agroecological farming, also called
‘Regenerative
Agriculture.’ Examples
are the use of cover
crops that support the growth of
soil fungi and reduce nutrient losses
from the soil, and Continued on page 4
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Soil, Water CO2 and
a Leap of Faith
Continued from page 3

changes in tilling and other practices
that minimize soil disturbance. Healthy
soils can naturally sequester large
amounts of CO2, restore degraded soil
biodiversity, and keep water in the soils
reducing the loss of farm soils through
erosion. This also helps protect the water
quality of our streams and keeps the
nutrients where they belong, in the soils.
NLI is developing new working
relationships among farmers, scientists
and conservationists. Our farmers are
working with a soils consultant who is
guiding them on soil biologicals, effective
cover crops and soils testing to see how
their soils are improving over time. The
farmer also benefits with an increase in
productivity from healthy soils.

Foss Farm
Photo: Jill Kennay

We are also working with our farmer
at Foss Farm, and a consultant to create
a Whole System Farm Plan based on
conservation and the exploration of new

markets beyond the traditional corn
and soybeans to not only provide
diversity on the farm, but to also benefit
the farmer. P

Other resources you may enjoy exploring:
http://www.regenerationinternational.org/why-regenerative-agriculture/ • http://www.sicirec.org/definitions/corridors

More Land Protected in Apple River Canyon Area
is pleased that we were able
to protect more land in the
Apple River Canyon Land and Water
Reserve area when we closed on the
149-acre Rhodes Property in Jo Daviess
County on May 31.
This rural area is home to six threatened

Photo: Trip Thienemann

NLI

or endangered species and three statelisted plant species have been found on
this site. Two state-listed mussel species
have been documented in the upper reaches
of the Apple River.
This land also provides habitat for at
least 10 migratory bird species identified as
“species in greatest
Rhodes Bluff
need of conservation”
in the Illinois Wildlife
Action Plan.
Barbara Williams
conducted bat
monitoring at this site
and confirmed the
existence of the
Federally-endangered
Indiana bat.
Thank you to our
funders who made this
project possible:

Illinois Clean Energy Community
Foundation, Grand Victoria Foundation
and The Conservation Fund, with funds
from the Enbridge Flanagan South
Pipeline Project.*
Thank you to our partner, Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation, which
assisted with the acquisition and will
help with the stewardship and ecological
restoration of this preserve. P
We are grateful to Jim and Kitty
Rhodes, the sellers, for contributing
$25,000 to a long-term stewardship
fund so the land they love and wish to
see protected forever will receive the
care and management that is needed.
*These lands are being conserved, in part, by funding and
technical assistance made available as mitigation for impacts
caused by the construction and maintenance of the Enbridge
Pipelines, LLC, Flanagan South Pipeline in partnership with the
United States Fish & Wildlife Service.
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NLI Trustees join Kerry Leigh and Jolie Krasinski in cutting the ribbon.
Photo: Jill Kennay

Lost Flora Fen: Dedication & Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
estled along Raccoon Creek is
NLI’s new 40-acre Lost Flora
Fen. This year staff and
volunteers have been busy working on
building a boardwalk, and conducting
species surveys (butterfly, bumblebee
and odonate). We held a dedication,
guided tour and
ribbon cutting
LAND
P R OT E C T ION ceremony on
August 2 for
&
S T E WA R D S H I P donors to the Fen.
NLI staff also led
Illinois Natural History Survey, Illinois
Department of Natural Resources, and
Illinois Natural Preserves Commission
on tours of the preserve due to the many
rare and endangered species.
This property was acquired through
a bequest in memory of Veronica and
Steven Cramer and a grant from Illinois
Clean Energy Community Foundation.
For directions to visit this new public
preserve owned by NLI please contact the
office at 815/964-6666. P
Watch the video of the Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony: NaturalLand.org, click
on Videos under Quick Access Links to
find it. Thanks to Rockford Chamber of
Commerce for use of their scissors.

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Photo: Jill Kennay

N

ABOVE:
Kerry Leigh
and Jolie
Krasinski,
from Illinois
Clean Energy
Community
Foundation,
next to
the new
entrance sign.
LEFT:
Paul Baits
leads the
way on
the newly
constructed
board walk.
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Ephemeral Dutchman’s breeches
Photo: Jill Kennay

Volunteer Stewardship Days

W

Come for part of the day or
the whole time. Contact Site
Steward, Dion Faith, at
docfaith68@yahoo.com, or
815/520-6916. Thank you to
Dion for his continued
commitment to leading the
volunteer days and for all of
his time and efforts.
Other volunteer
opportunities at preserves
include weekly Wednesdays
at Ngyren Wetland Preserve
and first Saturdays and
second Mondays at Burr Oak
Valley Preserve. Contact
Zach Grycan (920/912-4338,
zgrycan@naturalland.org)
or Ed Cope (815/601-4665,
ecope@naturalland.org) to
find out more or let one of them
know you want to volunteer. Site
American plum tree flowers. Many American plum
Steward Christopher Reisetter
trees (Prunus americana) were found while NLI
coordinates volunteer days at
volunteers removed invasive species at
Howard
D. Colman Dells Nature
Silver Creek Woods.
Preserve. Contact him at
Join us for Third Saturday
reisetterc@gmail.com to let him know
Stewardship Days at Silver Creek
you want to help there and to find out
Woods Preserve from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
what days are scheduled. P
Photo: Zach Grycan

e depend on you, our
volunteers, for weekly and
monthly volunteer
stewardship days to provide valuable
community service for our natural areas,
and for that we say a big THANK YOU!
Zach Grycan, Director of Stewardship,
recently reported headway is being made
at Silver Creek Woods Preserve. “We’ve
made a lot of progress out there over
the last few years. I’ve been amazed at
what a diverse response the plant
community has shown us every time
we clear the invasive species. We’re just
starting to
move into
LAND
S T E WA R D S H I P the remnant
oak-hickory
woodland where the ground is a bit
more even and where spring ephemerals
like Dutchman’s breeches and trilliums
provide early nectar sources to our local
pollinators such as the Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee.”
We are very excited about the new
35-acre addition to this preserve along
Silver Creek and for the access it affords
us to the oak-hickory grove for
management.

7

Volunteers at a recent Silver Creek Woods stewardship day take a lunch break.

Volunteering is
More Than a Task

Working Lands Roundtable
and Farm Visit

eople volunteer for many reasons. Join in the
camaraderie! Here is a poem celebrating the spirit of
volunteerism by one of our own volunteers, which was
recently published in Natural Land Institute’s anthology of
nature themed poetry and prose: Natural Voices: Celebrating
Nature Through Opened Eyes. The book is available in the NLI
office for a $12 donation or on our website for $15 including
shipping and handling. P

P

ne of NLI’s Strategic Plan initiatives is about
Working Lands. We hosted a roundtable on Sep. 12
for Trustees and committee members to learn
about this. The featured speakers were: Josh Franks from
the Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS),
who talked about their programs available to us; Andy
Larson, Agricultural and Commercial Loan Officer at German
American State Bank, who talked about different ways
to structure a lease for a NFP looking to ensure sound
conservation practices; and two farmers, Jon Clothier, who
leases NLI’s Foss Farm, and Cade Bushnell, spoke about
their conservation farm practices and what they do to stay
profitable. In October, Land Conservation Committee
members took a tour of Cade’s farm to see first-hand the
results of his efforts. P

O

Here’s an ode to the people I know—
the people I’ve talked, laughed, and worked with
who love nature even more than I do,
who to work every day they go,
hoping plants as much as their own spirits to grow.
They wear well-worn pants, boots, sun hats, and plaid.
They could care less of the time,
and they don’t get paid a dime.

Photo: Kim Johnsen

An Ode to the People I Know

Birds, plants, trees, shrubs, bugs, turtles they love.
Them, how could I not!
They’re always thankful for the time I spend.
If only they knew, the reason I come
is for them.
by Chelsea Peterson
Andy Larson talks to the audience about programs that
work for not-for-profits and farmers.

Photo: Zach Grycan

Natural Land Institute
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Debra Carey received the
2018 George and Barbara Fell Award

Alan J. Branhagen signs his book
All photos this page: Jill Kennay

Celebrating 60 Years
hank you to all who helped make
Natural Land Institute’s 60th
Anniversary Celebration Dinner
on Tuesday, March 13, 2018 held at
Giovanni’s Restaurant in Rockford a very
special evening. It started with swing
and jazz music by the Tom Flanigan
Quartet, a silent auction and guests
mingling during the social hour. After
dinner, the program included comments
from Kerry Leigh, NLI’s Executive
Director, who gave an overview of the
organization’s history and impact. Alan
J. Branhagen was the guest speaker.
Alan is Director of Operations at the
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and
considers himself an “all-around
plantsman and naturalist.” He signed
copies of his newest book, Native Plants
of the Midwest, which was available at
the event. During his presentation he
shared stories about writing the book
and taking photos for it.
Debra Carey, now retired Executive
Director of Dixon Park District, received
the 2018 George and Barbara Fell
Award, which recognizes outstanding
leadership and accomplishments in land
conservation. Debra is a naturalist,
educator and administrator, as well as a

T

tireless advocate for the preservation and
restoration of natural land in Lee County
and the lower Rock River watershed. She
spearheaded the preservation of Amboy
Marsh, Gremel Wildlife Sanctuary,
Ryan Wetland and Sand Prairie, and
Lowell Forest Nature Preserve, and
helps to manage local natural areas
through the Lee County Natural Area
Guardians, a subcommittee of the Lee
County Soil & Water Conservation
District. Debra has served as chair of the
Lee County NAGs, and was the first
President of the Birdsong Chapter of
Illinois Audubon Society, and steward
of both Amboy Marsh and Gremel
Wildlife Sanctuary.
Debra Carey embodies the persistent
care and work that is often needed to
protect a natural area. Her skills as a
NLI’s 60th Anniversary Dinner

manager of volunteers, an educator,
grant writer, and advocate are what are
needed to get the job done, even if it
takes many years. She sees a need and
does whatever it takes, and enlists
whoever she can to get it done.
A special thank you to all of the
silent auction donors for helping make it
a successful fundraiser, which supports
our mission of preserving natural land.

60th Anniversary Merchandise
Get your NLI swag in our office or at
our events until they run out. T-shirts,
$15; Baseball Caps, $20; Set of 8
Notecards, $10. P

Thank You To Our Sponsors
PRIMARY EVENT SPONSOR:
Susan and Dan Swift
CHINKAPIN OAK/TABLE SPONSORS ($1,000):
Ed and Vicki Eggers, Dan and
Amy Loescher, Applied Ecological
Services, Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, Ltd., Forest Preserves
of Winnebago County, Nicor Gas
PIN OAK SPONSOR ($750): KERRY
SWAMP WHITE OAK SPONSORS ($500):
Boone County Conservation District,
Conservation Land Stewardship, LLC,
Viking Chemical

Natural Land Institute
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It’s About Community Engagement!
Family Nature Day Archeology Station

Family Nature Day Birds Station
Mike Groves leads a Wildflower Walkabout
tour at Deer Run Forest Preserve.
Photo: Jill Kennay

Wildflower Walkabout
and Severson Dells Nature Center partnered to present the spring
Wildflower Walkabout, a series of 10 weekly guided hikes at natural areas
throughout the region from the end of April through the end of June. The tours are a
great way to learn about the flora and fauna, as well as the natural history in our area.
Thank you to all of the tour guides who donated their time to leading the tours.

NLI

Family Nature Day
Butterflies and Seeds Station

Family Nature Day
amily Nature Day was held on Saturday, June 23 at Nygren Wetland Preserve.
The free family-themed event featured 12 stations with hands-on learning
experiences about prairies, forests, butterflies and seeds, wetlands, birds, mammals,
pollinators, invaders, archeology and living history, water protection, soil ecology, and
Family Nature raptors. Congratulations to the 61 kids who earned a Nygren
Wetland Junior Naturalist badge and certificate!
Day
Thank you to our partner organizations who hosted a learning
station including: Boone County Conservation District,
Macktown Living History, Northern Illinois Raptor Rehab
& Education, Taylor Creek Restoration Nurseries, Welty
Environmental Center, and Winnebago County Soil & Water
Conservation District. Thank you to the following individuals for also coordinating
and hosting a learning station: Stacy and Dana Wallace, Rick Barton, Ellwyn Englof,
Melanie Kandler, Mark Luthin, Rick Rudey, Mike Tackett, Barbara and Dan
Williams, John and Dawn Skupien, Julie Tackett, Lee and Lynda Johnson, and
Anita Johnson. We also very much appreciate the many other volunteers who helped
make the event run smoothly and made it a wonderful experience for our guests.

F

PALE PURPLE CONEFLOWER ($1,000): Bugler Design, Inc.
COMMON MILKWEED ($500): Rockford Litho Center
WILD PETUNIA ($250): Nicor Gas
This program was partially funded by a grant from The Kjellstrom Family
Foundation and a grant from the Community Foundation of Northern Illinois
with support from the Dr. Louis and Violet Rubin Fund.

Family Nature Day Invaders Station

All photos on this page: Jill Kennay

Family Nature Day Sponsors and Grantors

Family Nature Day Forests Station

Family Nature Day Mammals Station
Family Nature Day Photos
Continued on page 10

Continued

Wine & Brew at the Wetland

Family Nature Day Continued

ine & Brew at the Wetland
was a casual outdoor affair
overlooking the midsummer
wildflower prairie held at Nygren
Wetland Preserve on July 14. Guests
tasted samples of wine, craft beer, and
gourmet cuisine from the buffet under
the big tent. Truman’s Ridge provided
fun and lively Chicago-style bluegrass
music. Guests meandered through the
prairie to enjoy the wildflowers.

W

Family Nature Day Pollinators Station

L to R: Sindy Micho, Helen Webster and
Sheila Miller are all smiles before they try
their next wine selection.
Photo: Christopher Reisetter

It’s About Community Engagement!

Photo: Christopher Reisetter
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Family Nature Day Wetlands Station

Family Nature Day Badge Recipient

The top two and the bottom three Family Nature Day photos on this page: Jill Kennay

Family Nature Day Water Station

Thank you to the craft breweries
that provided the beer tastings:
Prairie Street Brewing Co. and Lena
Brewing Co. Special thanks to Prairie
Street Brewing Co. who created the
benefit beer recipe. Guests tasted and
submitted their ideas for a name of this
beer at the event.
Wine tastings were presented
by Artale & Co. with wines that are
self-sustainable farmed and Bio
Dynamic. Thank you to guests who
ordered bottles of wine at the event.
We are grateful to Artale & Co. for
donating 15% of the sales proceeds
to NLI.
Proceeds from this event support
the ongoing management of Nygren
Wetland Preserve, a 721-acre wildlife
refuge owned by NLI.

Tom Jordan and his family enjoyed the
tasting event. Congratulations to Tom on
submitting the winning name, “Oxbow
Ale,” for the special benefit beer.
Photo: Christopher Reisetter

Family Nature Day Raptors Station

The Raptors photo: Kim Johnsen

Family Nature Day Prairies Station

Jeri Belknap had a dancing good time!

Thank You To Our Sponsors:
PRIMARY SPONSOR ($2,500): Campbell Science
MAJOR SPONSORS ($1,500): Sjostrom & Sons, Inc., Specialty Screw Corporation
SUPPORTING SPONSORS ($1,000): Bugler Design Inc., Napleton Subaru,
Prairie Street Brewing Co.
PATRON SPONSOR ($250): Lindstrom Travel, Wipfli LLP

Fall Prairie Harvest Day
hank you to everyone who helped collect seeds at Fall
Prairie Harvest Day on Sep. 22! We had Cub Scouts,
Brownies, Girl Scouts, college students from Rock Valley
College Environmental Sciences classes, as well as
members of the RVC Students for Responsible
Environmental Sustainability and the Circle K clubs, plus
families and individuals.
Seventy volunteers came out on a beautiful fall day to
gather seeds and learn about the prairies at Nygren Wetland
Preserve. The seeds will be used in future prairie plantings
at Nygren Wetland and our other preserves. P

T
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Photo: Provided by LTA

Natural Land Institute

Kerry Leigh and Jill Kennay attended the LTA Rally in October
to accept the official Accreditation Award.

LTA RALLY and Accreditation

All three Prairie Harvest Day photos: Jill Kennay

Cub scout pack 620

Rock Valley College students

n February Natural Land Institute achieved national
recognition as an accredited land trust. Staff and board
members went through a rigorous multi-year process to ensure
that policies, procedures and practices met the highest standards
as set by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission.

I

Girl with
milkweed pods

Photo: Jill Kennay

Spring Community Service Day

The Spring Community Stewardship Day was held at Burr Oak
Valley Preserve on May 5. Pulling garlic mustard was easy and
fun for any age. P

“As a newly accredited land trust, we must renew every
five years, confirming our compliance with national quality
standards and providing continued assurance to donors and
landowners of our commitment to forever care for our land
and easements,” said Kerry Leigh, Executive Director of NLI.
“The accreditation seal awarded by the Commission
indicates these groups demonstrate sound finances, ethical
conduct, responsible governance and lasting stewardship of the
lands they protect,” according to the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission, a program that promotes national quality standards
for ensuring permanence in conservation lands throughout the
United States.
The Commission is an independent program of the
Land Trust Alliance, a national land conservation organization
working to save the places people need and love by
strengthening land conservation across America. P
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Wetland Preserve
721 Acres
Rockton, Illinois

Your Legacy. Forever.

Gordon G. Eggers Fund, an Endowment for the Nygren Wetland Preserve
You and I are witnesses to the return of the bluebirds, whooping cranes, white pelicans, and green frogs...
returning to their home all because of you and your support of the restoration of this unique place.
Your gift will continue to grow, ensuring their future for generations to come.
Please fill out and return the enclosed envelope with your gift today.
www.NaturalLand.org • 815/964-6666

Natural Land Institute
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Focus on Friends of the Nygren Wetland Preserve: Hoff Family
he Nygren Wetland Preserve has
been significant in our family’s
life. We knew Gordon Eggers
way back when he was championing its
cause and trying to raise funds for NLI’s
purchase of the former farm land.
Learning the reasons that the restoration
of these lands would be beneficial to
many species, including humans, was
compelling. Over the years, we have
certainly seen those reasons bear out.
When I [Sally] served on the NLI
Board, I went on several expeditions into
the heart of the wetland property to
observe the restoration work. I was so
impressed by the efforts made to return
Raccoon Creek to its natural meander;
impressed by all the skill and labor that
it required and then by the swift return
of fish and otters and birds. Likewise on
the prairie, where knowledgable
stewards and hard-working volunteers
painstakingly removed the non-native
species of plants and sowed the seeds
that belonged there. I understood that it
took financial support to make these
things happen and so willingly agreed to
co-chair an event to educate, celebrate
and fund-raise for Nygren Wetland
Preserve. Judy Barnard and I conceived
the Party on the Prairie and with the

used his access to heavy equipment to
remove the concrete culverts once used
to drain the land. He ultimately joined
NLI’s board himself. It has been thrilling
to see the number and variety of birds
who enjoy that wetland and to know
that Maggie (and Will) played a small
part in its reclamation. She has gone on
to work in water resources and resiliency
as a civil engineer, thanks to that project.
When Bill was asked to join the
campaign committee for the Gordon G.
Eggers Fund, an Endowment for the
Nygren Wetland Preserve, he did not
hesitate to say yes. Not only was it a way
to honor the legacy of our friend Gordon
Eggers, for whom the Endowment is
named, but also as a way to help ensure
the long-term viability of the preserve.
It isn’t just the restoration of the land
that requires financial support but the
maintenance and management as well.
By contributing to this important fund,
we hope to secure the opportunity for our
grandchildren and their grandchildren to
see the Nygren Wetland prairie in its
glorious July bloom and marvel at the
Whooping and Sandhill Cranes who rest
in the Nygren wetlands on their
migratory journeys.
– Bill and Sally Hoff P

Photo: Provided
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Bill and Sally Hoff

help of an incredible team, we launched
its inaugural in 2005. Immediately after
that, Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana and
suddenly the importance of preserving
wetlands became apparent to all
Americans, not just those who had taken
tours of Nygren Wetland.
Our daughter, Maggie, was a high
schooler involved in Girl Scouts about
that same time and she shared our
enthusiasm for the Nygren Wetland
restoration. She met with NLI staff
members, and together they fashioned
a project that became Maggie’s Girl
Scout Gold Award. She conducted a
topographical survey of the area that is
now the wetland to determine what the
elevation of the water should be. Her
older brother, Will, supplied her with the
engineering tools and advice; he later

Thank you to our recent Donors to the Gordon G. Eggers Fund,
an Endowment for the Nygren Wetland Preserve
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof *
Alan and Barrie Gibby **
Hamill Family Foundation *
Fran and Heather Harty
William and Sally Hoff * **
John and
Colleen Holmbeck
David Hougan
Daniel and Claudia Hueber
Janet Johnson
Kjellstrom Family
Foundation *
Betty Ann Klingensmith
Susan Lacerra
Joanne Lenci **
Gloria Lundin **
Richard Luthin

Edith Makra
Joseph and
Barbara McCoy **
Randy Nyboer
Francisca Reyna
Brad and Sue Roos
Ashley Sarver
Stephen Schmaeng
Carter and Ruth Siegfried
Mary Ann Smith **
Stonebrook Capital
Management *
Russell and
Susan Taylor **
Dave and Nancy Voss *

Scott and Virginia Webster
Charitable Foundation
Trust *
Teresa Wilmot
Carrie Zethmayr
* indicates cumulative gifts
or pledges to the Gordon
G. Eggers Fund of
$10,000 or more
** in honor of Georganne
Eggers' Birthday

Photo: Michael Descamps

Anonymous *
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
in memory of Norman
Meyer and Becky Shaffer
Bill and Debbie Brearley **
Dean Alan Olson
Foundation *
Daniel and Kirby Doyle
Georganne Eggers * in
memory of Norman
Meyer, Richard Nordlof,
Susan and Robert
Morton, Caroline G. Reed
and Sarah Schuster
Gordon and Rose Eggers
in honor of Georganne’s
Birthday

Three Whooping Cranes at
Nygren Wetland Preserve
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Thank You to NLI Major Donors and Project Partners
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Gary and Judy Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Paul and Teri Baits
Larry and Donna Balch
Ben Harding Family
Foundation
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Fred and Meg Bushnell

Jerry Busse
Mary Caskey
Mark Cormier
Ray and Char Ferguson
George Gayle and
Lois Calhoun
Marjorie Lundy and
James Godshalk
Mark and Jill Grove
Gary and Darcy Hess
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Kathrine Hotchkiss

Elaine Hutchcroft
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Mark Keister and
Sheryl Wolff
John Knaus
Kent and Kathy Lawrence
Paul and Judy Letourneau
Dan and Amy Loescher
Richard Luthin
Lydia S. Macauley
Ted Ross and Kathie Ayres
Ruthe Falk and
Bruce Ross-Shannon

Tom and Linda Sandquist
Bill and Julie Shippee
Jack and Terry Shouba
Keith Syfert and
Linda Miller
Randy and Dana Vincent
Nancy Hamill Winter
Robert Young

Gary Cramer Trust
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family Foundation
Hamill Family Foundation
Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation
Ill. Dept. of Natural Resources

Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation
Kiwanis Charities
Kjellstrom Family Foundation
Land Trust Alliance
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Merrill Johnson Trust

M.R. Bauer Foundation
Gordon and Linda Neese
Rockford Area Arts Council
Jim and Kitty Rhodes
Roscoe Beautification
Committee
Roscoe Sportsman's Club

The Conservation Fund
The Nature Conservancy
Rolf Thienemann, III
Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Paul and Judith Letourneau
Chuck and Michele Lind
Dan and Amy Loescher
Dan and Julie Long
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Mark Maffei
Donald and Freda Manzullo
Dawn Hallsten and
Don Mateer
Nancy Maze
David and
Christine McCarty
Elizabeth McCoy
Tom McCullough in
memory of
Sandra McCullough
Don McFall
Randy and Jessie Mermel
Virginia Meyer
Joseph and Sindy Micho
Don and Sue Miller
George Miller
Richard Mohaupt
Chad Moore
Hope Moore
Jerry Moors
John and Joyce Mori
Richard and Janet Myers
in memory of
Gisela Langoussis
John and Marjorie Nash in
memory of James Bailey
and Donald and
Millie Johnson
Gordon and Linda Neese
Beverly Neff
Network for Good
Charles Nixon
Richard and Luci Nora
Northwest Illinois
Audubon Society
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Joseph O'Sullivan

Olson Ecological Services
Beth Parentice
William and
Isabel Passmore *
Bradley Paulson
Bruce and Susan Peterson
John Peterson
Phil and Lou Pilcher in
memory of Becky Shaffer
Joseph and
Barbara Pittman
Marcia Mueller and
Charles Prorok
Tom Ptacin
Ken and Sue Reinhardt
Christopher and
Kim Reisetter
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Kathie Ayres and Ted Ross
Rick and Marlene Rudey
John and Mary Sanders
Ann Marie Santora
John and
Catherine Schafman
Julianne Schmidt
Laura Keith-Schwartz and
Mel Schwartz
Marcelle Schwartz
Seedling Garden Club
Nancy Shade
Keith and Pamela Shaver
Bill and Julie Shippee
Jack and Terry Shouba
Barbara and Jack Simon
Troy Skwor and Jill Tranel
Lurane Slaght
David and Connie Sliktas
Kim Smeja
Kinnie and
Mary Beth Smith
Lloyd Smith
Specialty Screw Corp.
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Ed and Judy Stemwedel

Elba Stirlen
Charles Sturm
Brad Suster
Wayne Svoboda
Dan and Susan Swift
Stephen Symes
Steven and Marcia Terrill
ThermoFisher Scientific
Maggie Thienemann
Rolf Thienemann, III
Pablo Toral
Jack Tower
Janet Trestik
Dave and Nancy Voss in
memory of
Donald Thayer
William Walz
Jeffrey Warner *
Walter and Virginia Watson
Neita Webster
Sheldon and Ginny Weiss
Whiteside County Soil and
Water Conservation
District
David Wiemer
Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel
Dan and Christina Williams
James Wilson
Nancy Hamill Winter
Sara and Derek Wirth
Ted Wolff
Joseph Woods *
Christopher Wrate
Randolph Zimmerman
Winn and Marilyn Zorn *

Protectors
of the Land

Stewards
of the Land

Trustees
of the Land

($5,000 and over)
Anonymous
Dorothy Baits
Jimmie and Verna Clark
Jon and Joy Duerr
Mrs. John J. Fulton
Jack and Colleen Holmbeck
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Paul and Carol Soderholm
Susan and Dan Swift

($2,500 - $4,999)
Clare Bland
Jeffrey Jens and
Ann Boisclair
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Jay and Jane Evans
William and Sally Hoff
Herb and Marianna Page
Greg and Karen Ruffner
Dan and Barbara Williams

Thank You to NLI Project Partners
Anonymous stewardship
grants
Arthur L. and Elaine V.
Johnson Foundation
Black-Periman Foundation

Community Foundation of
Northern Illinois
Delta Institute
EarthShare of Illinois
Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County

Thank You to Our $100+ Donors (January – October)
Dorothy Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
David and
Madeleine Arnold
Paul Atkociunas *
Bruce and Patty Atwood
LeRoy and Kathy Bach
Dorothy Baits
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Larry and Donna Balch
Peter and Kris Baldo
Francie Barnes
Liz Barnes
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
John Beck
Benevity Community
Impact Fund
Mary Blackmore
Chuck and Karen Blomgren
Jeffrey Jens and
Ann Boisclair in
memory of Phyllis Walt
Boone County
Conservation District
Joe Bove
Theresa Boxall *
Ralph Burnett in honor
of Lydia McCauley’s
birthday
Fred and Meg Bushnell
Leroy and Diane Busker
Todd Cagnoni
Campbell Science *
Charlotte Caprini
Mary Caskey
Paul and Sue Christensen
Jimmie and Verna Clark
Robert Clark and
Cassi Paslick
Keith Copeland
Council of Rockford
Gardeners
Alfred and Susan Cowan

John Culley
Peter Damby
Roger Derix
Michael and
Sondra Descamps
Tim and Debby Dimke
Phil Doncheck
Daniel and Kirby Doyle
Jon and Joy Duerr
Timothy and Eliza Earle
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Georganne Eggers
Lynn Eichman in
memory of Mel Eichman
Sylvia Emerson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Scott and Wendy Esgar
Paula Evans
Ray and Char Ferguson
Kay Fisher
Laurence and
Mary Lou Fitzpatrick
Troy Foster *
Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Dick and Pam Gambrel
General Mills
John and Carol Gerrond
Joyce Gibbons
Roberta Giblin
Larry and Colleen Gill
Peter Giolitto
Marjorie Lundy and
James Godshalk
Teresa Good
Cynthia Grantz in
memory of
Ann Armstrong
Mark and Jill Grove
Andrew Gulya
Rita Haelman
Eric Hanft
Ken and Barb Hall
Brett and Margret Hanson
Charles and Prudy Harker

Ed and Sue Harney
LaVerne and Kay Harris
Ray and Nina Herzer
Helen Hill in honor
of Michael Bugler
Charles Hillebrand
Dave and Ellen Hinde
Marlowe and
Nancy Holstrum
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Katherine Hotchkiss
Jerry, Olivia, Catherine,
and Denise Irmiter *
Robert Ivey
Morgan Jencius *
Peggy Jencius *
Joe and Barb Jirak
Russ and Gin Johansson
Chip and Debbie Johnson
Curt and Kim Johnsen
George Johnson
Thomas Jordan
Dan and Diane Kane
Jim and Pam Keeling
Steve and June Keibler
Terry and Marcee Keilback
Kerry 'KEEP Green'
fundraiser
Bruce Kessler
John Knaus
Howard and Lauren Knodle
Barb Kober
Lloyd and Diane Koch
Chester Kolodziej
Larry Konstant
Doug and Deb Kruger
Susan Lacerra
Mary Lou Lafler
Kent and Kathy Lawrence
Susan Lehnhardt
Kerry Leigh and
Jim Anderson
Dick Leighton
Jay and Christy Lenox

* Donations for Lost Flora
Fen stewardship in
memory of Tom Jencius.
A complete list of
memorial gifts will be
printed in NLI’s 2018
Annual Report.

Natural Land Institute
Photo: Jill Kennay

NATURAL VOICES:
CELEBRATING NATURE
WITH OPENED EYES
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eeling nature with words through
poems and stories is what Natural
Land Institute’s Nature Poetry &
Prose event is all about. NLI held their
fifth annual poetry and prose program
on Friday evening, September 28 at
Nature at the Confluence, located in
South Beloit.
During the past 5 years the event
has moved around to different venues
and writers have varied in style and
perspectives. This year was no different.
Voices ranged from
N
expressing the joy and
P
beauty of nature, to
P
proclaiming a call to
action to save nature, to recognizing the
priceless value of the physical world,
inspiring and energizing the audience of
nature and literary lovers.
This year’s event included 11 writers
who participated in past programs and

F

Lani Richardson reads one of her poems from the anthology at Nature Poetry & Prose.

contributed to a book that was debuted
at the Sep. 28th event called, NATURAL
VOICES: CELEBRATING NATURE WITH OPENED
EYES, an anthology of poems and stories.
NLI is grateful to the
writers who donated their
work to make the anthology
possible, to Christine
Swanberg who donated
her time as editorial
consultant and to Laura
Sjoquist who created the
illustrations in the book. The design
and layout of the book was
done by Stefan Perkins,
www.greasywhisper.com.
Rockford Litho Center printed
the 74-page book and Managing
Editor was Kimberly Wheeler
Johnsen, NLI’s Director of
Marketing and Membership.
Thank you to the authors of
NATURAL VOICES: CELEBRATING
N
ATURE WITH OPENED EYES:
Featured authors of the anthology read along
Carolyn Bailey, Dorothy Bock,
during the readings at Nature Poetry & Prose
Photo: Kim Johnsen

ature
oetry &
rose

Mary Bartlett Caskey, Ed Collins,
Sandra Fenton, Carol J. Fox,
Don Miller, Wilda Morris, Chelsea
Peterson, Lani Richardson,
Dr. Karen Blake Ruffner,
Christopher D. Sims,
Christine Swanberg, and
Kaitlyn Tibbetts.
Appreciation is extended
to the following for their
generous support: Anonymous,
John and Colleen Holmbeck,
Paul and Teri Baits, Linda
Miller and Keith Syfert, Rolf
Thienemann, III, Hazen and Carol
Tuck, Katie’s Cup, Nature at the
Confluence, and Grand Victoria
Foundation
The soft-cover book, published by
Natural Land Institute, is available in the
NLI office for $12 or on their website,
www.naturalland.org for $15 including
shipping and handling. Books are also
available at Severson Dells Nature Center
and Rock Valley Garden Center. P

Thank You for Supporting NLI in these Ways

T

hank you to those
who participate in the workplace giving
program, Earthshare Illinois, which supports NLI.

non-profit community a percentage of what you spend in the store
when you designate Natural Land Institute as the recipient
organization with your card. Thank you to those who designated NLI
to receive funds from your purchases.

Schnuck’s eScrip Customer Card

Smile.Amazon.com

EarthShare Illinois Earthshare.org

e appreciate the opportunity to participate in Schnuck’s eScrip
Customer Card program where Schnuck’s gives back to the

W

T

hank you to Amazon.com and to you who shop with this online store
and designated NLI to receive a percentage of your purchases. P
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Lathrop Elementary School students had three sessions of
writing, drawing and tree/plant identification.
Photo: Jill Kennay

Children Experience The Natural World: Art In Nature

g

etting kids outside to learn
about nature and to learn how
to record their observations
through writing and drawing are the
basic elements of Art in Nature,” said
Kim Johnsen, program coordinator.
“With this program we are giving young
people who don’t normally have a
chance to explore the natural world
tools that they can use in the future. The
presenters teach them how to identify

“

trees and other plants, how to draw
trees, and how to write about their
relationship with nature through what
they see, hear, touch and smell,” she said.
Art in Nature was held on Wed.,
May 9, at Klehm Arboretum &
Botanical Garden. Three 4th- and three
5th-grade classes (150 students) from
Lathrop Elementary walked over to the
Arboretum to participate in the three-hour
program for each grade level featuring

three sessions on the topics of tree
identification, writing and drawing.
Students participated in the three
concurrent sessions that lasted 45
minutes. After each session, each class
would rotate to the next until all had
completed the topics. The students also
received a drawing pad/journal, writing
and drawing pencils, special erasers,
pencil sharpener and a reusable water
bottle to keep. P

Lizbeth
Cassandra Enriquez

Nicholas
Marisela

Natural Land Institute
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David Hinde pointed to a
Shagbark Hickory tree.
Maria Belmontes

Photo: Jill Kennay

Xitlali Perez

Thank You…
PARTNERS: Klehm Arboretum & Botanic
Garden and Julia Lathrop Elementary
School (RPS205)

Natalia Carrillo

Christine Swanberg directed the
group to touch plant leaves.

Photo: Jill Kennay

PRESENTERS: Art - Sherrie Dorr,
Gretchen Gessner; Writing - Christine
Swanberg; and Tree Identification David Hinde

NLI STAFF: Laura Sjoquist, Jill Kennay,
and Kim Johnsen
FUNDING: This program was partially
supported by a grant from Rockford
Area Arts Council which receives
support from the City of Rockford, the
Illinois Arts Council and its members.
Additional support was provided by the
Kiwanis Club of Rockford.

Sherrie Dorr and Gretchen Gessner
taught the drawing session.
Victor Reyes

Victor Carillo

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Nicholas Havens

Saul

NLI VOLUNTEERS: Marion Applegate, Paul
Baits, Ellen Hinde, David Hougan,
Mark Luthin, Sharon Nesbit-Davis, and
Jim McFarlane

Victor Reyes

Jose Peinado
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5. The completed rain garden

aura Sjoquist, NLI’s Community Conservation Coordinator,
has given presentations to several organizations and
neighborhood groups in the past few months about the
Conservation@ programs. She has also made many site visits
and talked to homeowners and business owners about the
Conservation@ programs. There are 21 Conservation@Home
participants and NLI has certified 20. Three businesses have been
certified. If you are interested in learning more about how to
participate in the home, work or school program and how to
get certified call Laura at 815/964-6666, email her at
lsjoquist@naturalland.org or visit
www.naturalland.org/conservationatprograms.
On September 8 Laura gave a Rain Garden Workshop and
led the installation of a rain garden at Second First Church, 318
N. Church St., Rockford. The brief workshop included
information about the basic structure, function and
purpose of a rain garden and what types of plants
are needed. It was directly followed with the
installation of the rain garden. Nearly 20
volunteers from the church and neighborhood helped install the
plants and add mulch to the garden bed that had already been
excavated to create an indentation in the ground. “This hands-on
learning opportunity was offered to give people a chance to see
how it’s done and be inspired to put one in their own
neighborhood,” said Laura. The free workshop was open to
anyone and was an initiative of NLI’s Conservation@Home
program. The Rain Garden Workshop and Installation was
partially funded by a grant from HomeStart and the Community
Foundation of Northern Illinois. Additional partners and
support were provided by Winnebago County
Soil and Water Conservation District,
and Second Congregational/
First Presbyterian Church. P

Right photo: Jill Kennay

Left photo: Laura Sjoquist
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4. Native wildflower and grass species that are
adapted to rain gardens were selected for this site.

Photo: Laura Sjoquist

Photo: Laura Sjoquist

Photo: Jill Kennay

L

3. Volunteers plant the rain garden

2. The site marked for installation

1. The site before the rain garden

Natural Land Institute
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At the May 26 Rockford City Market kids
folded origami paper into seed packets and
filled them with yellow coneflower seeds to
take home.

participates in community events throughout the
year to create awareness about what we do and to
let people know they can become engaged in our mission to
protect natural land and make a difference. Some of the events
we participated in this year were Meltfest (provided a kids
activity), BirdFest (information table), Rockford City Market
(provided a kids activity), and we hosted an information table
at Garden Fair, UTAS employee Health Fair, and Severson
Dells Nature Center: Public Lands Day. We gave a
presentation and hosted an information table at Rock Valley
Garden Center for their OctoBIRDfest.

NLI

Let us know
if you have a
community event
that you feel might
benefit from NLI’s
participation or if
you would like
someone to speak to
your group about our organization, Conservation@Home or
other nature-related topic. Call the office at 815/964-6666 or
email: info@naturalland.org.

Laura Sjoquist spoke at Jefferson
High School to the Environmental
Sciences and Biology classes about the
meaning of a land conservation organization
and about the opportunities there are to
volunteer and work in this field.

Hononegah High School Honors
Biology students do a water chemistry
analysis.

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Participating in Community Events

Goals of the lectures were to provide
educational opportunities about topics
that revealed the importance of
protecting nature and to reach
individuals in a different type of setting.

Reading Recommendations.
New Summer Lecture Series
he NLI Education Committee
planned three lectures this
past summer that featured the
topics of Increasing the Buzz in
Your Community (pollinators),
Water: Liquid, Solid, Gas, and
Foraging: Eat Local, Drink
Local. The lectures were held at
Prairie Street Brewing Co. and
we sincerely thank them for
their partnership in presenting the
lectures. Thank you to the speakers,
Barbara Williams (pollinators), Laura
Sjoquist (water), and Josh Tourville
(foraging).

Photo: Pam Shaver

T

Nygren Wetland Preserve
Outdoor Classroom
he University of Illinois Extension
program held two Master Naturalist
classes at Nygren Wetland this past
summer on the topics of general botany,
prairie and wetland ecology.
Hononegah High School took their
Honors Biology and Environmental
Sciences classes to Nygren Wetland in
September and October to do field
studies in the areas of water chemistry,
macroinvertebrates, biodiversity in
a prairie, physical environment,
upland and floodplain forests.

T

heck out the
list of books
that come highly
recommended by
NLI Trustees, staff
and Education
Committee members.
Recommendations
include books for
adults, children and
field guides.
Visit our website
www.naturalland.org and click on
Reading Recommendations under
Quick Access Links at the bottom of
the homepage. P

C

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Barbara Williams presented a lecture called,
"Increasing the Buzz in your Community"
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OAKtober – Oak
Awareness Month
his marked the fourth year in a row
that Governor Bruce Rauner
proclaimed the month of October as
OAKtober – Oak Awareness Month in
the State of Illinois. Organizations
throughout the state, including NLI,
celebrated with a variety of events. On
Oct. 20 our OAKtober Hike at Burr Oak
Valley Preserve suffered a
surprising last minute
weather hit with strong
The Illinois winds and snow.
State Tree Fortunately the snow
is the
didn’t last too long
White Oak and Ed Cope took a
couple of enthusiastic
hikers who showed up on
a tour. We also hosted a beginner
chainsaw workshop on Oct. 21 with
19 participants.
In his proclamation, Governor
Rauner states that, “oak ecosystems
have been a significant part of the
Illinois landscape for more than 5,000
years and are now in a state of decline
across the entire State of Illinois, and
that forest, woodland and savanna
communities have been greatly reduced

e

Photo: Mark Blassage

T

The old signature Bur Oak at Nygren Wetland Preserve

statewide and the oak ecosystems are
declining in health due to the decline of
oak dominance. These threats and
declines are due to lack of public
awareness, impacts of invasive species,
poor management practices, and
reduced resources.”
OAKtober is an effort to create
awareness about the importance of oak
ecosystems in providing food and
support for native insects and wildlife.
Also, oak trees improve our air and

water quality according to research. This
initiative is an opportunity to engage
citizens in an effort to learn how they
can take steps to protect oak ecosystems
and other natural resources. Let’s all
take steps throughout the year to protect
the oaks.
For more information about
OAKtober visit:
http://chicagorti.org/programs/oaktob
er-oak-awareness-month P

George and Barbara Fell Award Nominations
is now accepting nominations for the 2019
George and Barbara Fell Award. The award is
named for George and Barbara Fell who founded the
Natural Land Institute in 1958 and devoted their lives to the
protection of natural areas in Illinois. They were committed
to protecting Illinois’ natural heritage so rare and
endangered plant and animal species would be here for
future generations.
The George and Barbara Fell Award recognizes:

NLI

■ Accomplishments that have significantly advanced
natural area preservation, protection, management and
restoration in northern Illinois:
■ Work in any area of activity (natural resource

management, education, journalism, law, science)
applied to stewardship of natural areas, restoration of
natural areas, and the protection and understanding of
natural diversity.
■ The best qualities of land conservationists, the qualities
exemplified by George and Barbara Fell through their
lifelong dedication to the protection of natural areas.
This is an opportunity to give recognition to an
individual who has demonstrated distinguished
achievement during an entire career.
Download the nomination form at
https://www.naturalland.org/gb-fell-award/
Nomination deadline: January 14, 2019.

Natural Land Institute
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The Passing of The Sentinel

Learning
Opportunities

By Ed Collins
PREFACE: A mighty oak stood deep within Glacial Park for over 400 years.
Through the centuries it stood the long watch over the savanna as Native American
hunting parties readied for winter, European settlers claimed their stake to the land,
young Union soldiers marched off to places called Gettysburg and Antietam,
and young farmers raised families, until finally the Conservation District
purchased the land as part of Glacial Park.

– Published in Natural Voices: Celebrating Nature With Opened Eyes

Sat., January 5, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Photo: Kim Johnsen

E

Winter Tree and Shrub
Identification Workshop

Zach Grycan leads the 2018 Winter Tree
and Shrub Identification class at
Blackhawk Springs Forest Preserve.

Location: Natural Land Institute office
for classroom instruction (320 S. 3rd St.,
Rockford, IL 61104) and field location
after the lunch break is to be announced.
Cost: $20 per person

Prescribed Burn Training:
Sun., March 31, 2019
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Location: Nature at the Confluence for
classroom instruction (306 Dickop St.,
South Beloit, IL 61080) and prescribed
burn location after the lunch break is to
be announced and weather permitting.
Cost: $60 per person P

Both photo: Ellen Rathbone

T

he acorn found life as a violent August thunderstorm claimed its parent tree
in a single flash of lightning. The same powerful winds sundered the fragile
bonds joining stalk to stem and swept the nut ground-ward where chance
brought it to rest in an abandoned deer mouse nest among the wood betony leaves.
Hidden from view and shielded from the intense summer sun, the acorn burrowed
down into the centuries old humus of the savanna floor until the tug of
accumulated moisture fractured its tough outer shell and released the birthroot to
delve deep into the richness of the soil. Two tiny leaves pushed skyward marking
the birth of The Sentinel.
For every acorn that germinates, the first years are games of pitch and toss.
Rutting bucks, full of velvet itch, took its twin brothers on the right and left. Mice
famished by the frigid winter bore down on its soft cambium layer, spared from
complete girdling by a February thaw that collapsed the rodent mouse tunnels
under the snow and exposed their inhabitants to hungry owls. Once or twice fire
licked at the bark, beaten off at the last moment by sudden wind shifts.
Time elapsed, measured not by days and years for oaks have no need of
such measures, but by blooms and burns, rains and drought, flights of passenger
pigeons and the bugling of elk in the autumn. When moccasinned feet eventually
gave way to farmer’s boots, the oak had long passed the two-centurion mark. Huge
lower limbs stretched across the clearing left by the death of its parent tree centuries
before until not only a deep shade surrounded the huge bole on all sides, but a deep
peace pervaded the glade as well. An ethereal peace born of long watching as only
an oak rooted in the gravel and cobble of a continental glacier can gather.
Perhaps the peace of that clearing drew the sorrow of a family’s loss,
burying their dead children beneath its soft embrace and asking those limbs: “never
forget where they sleep.” That peace continued to guard them long after the humble
wooden crosses crumbled into dust and the graves lay forgotten for twelve decades.
That same guardian knew on the day of the cemetery’s rediscovery and rededication
in 1997 that its long watch lay nearly completed.
A few years later a violent April thunderstorm claimed the life of The
Sentinel, tearing its lower limbs asunder, and weakening the four hundred year old
trunk. The final collapse came a few weeks later. The Sentinel lay upon the ground,
a half millennium journey complete.
Around its fallen body, two dozen saplings felt the flush of a sun whose full
light had not kissed the ground of the savanna since the first European settlers
touched the sands of the Virginia shore and in that August warmth the long journey
began anew. P

Register: www.naturalland.org
or call 815/964-6666

LEFT: Carrie Zethmayr and Rob Young, NLI
Trustees, helped each other adjust
equipment at last March’s burn training.
RIGHT: Melissa Grycan shows the burn
training students how to make a corner
fire break.
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Stewardship Grant Awarded!
Photo: Mark Blassage

Illustration: Heeyoung Kim

N

atural Land Institute received a $45,000 grant award
from the Arthur L. and Elaine V. Johnson Foundation
for invasive species removal and control at Burr Oak
Valley Preserve.
Pale Vetchling
The Johnson
Whip-poor-will
Foundation supports
natural lands that are home to threatened and endangered species and projects that
have long term donor support. Burr Oak Valley Preserve is home to several species
of concern. One of the rare plants that will benefit from this restoration is the statethreatened pale vetchling (Lathyrus ochroleucus). Among the many birds that make
use of oak woodlands are the Whip-poor-will and Wood Thrush, two species of
conservation concern in Illinois that rely heavily on this habitat. Thank you to the
Johnson Foundation for their support. P

Volunteers of the Year Recognized at the Volunteer Picnic
Jay Evans has served on the NLI Board of
Trustees or the Finance Committee since 2004,
and he currently serves as Treasurer. Jay was
critical in writing and revising NLI’s financial
policies required for NLI to become an accredited
land trust with the Land Trust Alliance. Jay is an
advocate for NLI’s Endowment Funds and
planned giving.
Karin Nitiss lives next to Burr Oak Valley
Preserve and has been volunteering there for the
past 3½ years. Her commitment to attending the
volunteer stewardship days is remarkable and
has a “nearly spotless attendance record,” said
Ed Cope. She also assists with other stewardship
projects when possible and has even taken

vacation days to
volunteer for NLI. Ed
said, “Karin has gone
above and beyond the
call of duty.” Thank
you, Karin, for your
enthusiasm and
dedication to
protecting nature.
Loren Schafer has
been a Wednesday
Jay Evans
Crew volunteer at
Nygren Wetland Preserve since the early 2000s.
He continues to participate every Wednesday
year round. “Loren is one of our most thoughtful

Karin Nitiss
Loren Schafer
volunteers, always asking questions and working
to improve his understanding of the preserve’s
management.” said Ed Cope. P

Thank You, Summer Outreach Interns!
Sydney Uphouse is currently studying natural
resources and environmental sciences at the
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. She
said, “my dream is to work in a government
agency or in a non-profit organization that has a
hand in affecting environmental policy.” Sydney
certainly learned how a non-profit operates this
summer when she helped with writing stories for
newsletters, planning and working at events,
assisting with kids’ activities at Rockford City
Market, managing NLI’s social media accounts,
updating the elected officials contacts list, creating
event flyers, and doing other office activities as
needed. Sydney expanded her knowledge of
plants and animals, as well, this summer. We

May 26 Rockford City Market: ready to play
with kids & talk to adults, L-R: Laura Sjoquist,
Jack Kaufmann, Sydney Uphouse, Paul Baits
wish her the best in her future endeavors.
Jack Kaufmann, a sophomore at Hononegah

High School, wanted to do an internship with NLI
“because land conservation is important, but
underrated.” He hopes to be a photo journalist
someday. In addition to helping with events and
office work this past summer, Jack had a chance
to practice honing his photography skills when
he made several videos about a variety of topics
for NLI. He hopes to spread awareness about
what land conservation is and how important it is
through his videos. He said one of his favorite
things about the internship was creating the
video, “Volunteers of Nygren Wetland.” Watch
this and his three other videos on our website
videos page or YouTube channel. We wish Jack
the best in his future endeavors! P
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Remembering People
of the Land

An exerpt from Nygren Wetlands:

Brown stalks wave in wind.
Seeds spilled and
spread in summer
Our next spring surprise.

Marilyn Campbell, at age 76, passed away on September 21, 2017.
She was a birder and conservationist, who served as a board member
(1988 – 1993) and Executive Director (1994 – 2006) of the Illinois
Audubon Society and as editor of their magazine (2006 – 2013).

by Dr. Karen Blake Ruffner

Thomas E. Jencius, former Rockton Township Supervisor, passed
away on July 22 at the age of 68. Tom loved his community and
nature. He asked that donations in his memory be made to Lost
Marilyn Campbell
Flora Fen in care of Natural Land Institute. P

New NLI Trustees
Mark Luthin started a three-year term in June.
Mark is the Education Committee Chair and
volunteers for many of NLI’s education
programs, field trips and events. He is a retired
biology and environmental sciences teacher
who taught high school in the Belvidere district
for 32 years. We welcome his expertise and
background in the natural environment and
as a teacher.
Dan Williams returned to the Board of Trustees
in June to serve a three-year term after taking a
year off. He began serving as a Trustee in 2008
and served as President from 2011 – 2016.
Since returning to the board he has been
serving on the Board
Development,
Resource
Development, and
Finance Committees.
Dan is the Campaign
Committee Chair for
the Gordon G. Eggers
Fund, an Endowment
for the Nygren Wetland
Preserve. He has
volunteered for many
Mark Luthin
NLI events as a tour

Thomas E. Jencius

guide and being an avid birder, he has provided
expertise as host of the Family Nature Day birds
station. Dan is a retired attorney. We welcome
him back to the board and look forward to his
continued input and support.

Retiring Trustees
Dan Loescher left the board recently after
providing guidance to the Resource
Development and Finance Committees. We
appreciate his time and input while serving on
the board and wish him all the best in his future
philanthropic endeavors.
Troy Skwor retired from the Board of Trustees in
June after serving for more than four years. He
was the Education Committee chair for the past

Dan Williams

Dan Loescher

Published in
Natural Voices:
Celebrating Nature with
Opened Eyes

two years. We appreciate his input and
commitment to NLI during his time with us.
Congratulations to Troy and Jill Tranel on their
engagement (he proposed to her at Nygren
Wetland Preserve, the location of their first date)
and on his new job as Assistant Professor at the
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. We’ll miss
Troy and hope that he and Jill will come back
and visit often.
Rolf (Trip) Thienemann, III recently retired after
more than nine years as a Trustee and as Chair of
the Land Conservation Committee. Trip recently
started a new job as Ogle County Assistant
State’s Attorney. We’re grateful for his time and
leadership with NLI and wish him the best in his
new role. P

Troy Skwor

Rolf Thienemann, III

NLI Uses Social Media to Reach Out
Connecting with People Like us, follow us, talk to us, share your photos with us
sing one or two of these hashtags on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram will help us keep track of who is talking about us:
#naturallandinstitute, #nlilandtrust, #nygrenwetland, #nygrenwetlandpreserve, #colmandells, #burroakvp, #nlilovesnature.

U

■ Facebook pages: Natural Land Institute, Nygren
Wetland Preserve, Milan Bottoms, Siver Creek
Woods Preserve, Burr Oak Valley Preserve,
Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve
■ Twitter.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ YouTube: Natural Land Institute

■ Flickr.com: Screen name: Natural Land Institute
■ Instagram.com: Follow us @NLI1958
■ Prairie State Hike Application
■ QR Codes connect you to information.
Scan this code to visit our website:
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320 S. Third Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: 815-964-6666
E-mail: info@naturalland.org

Help Protect Nature
Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org

Land & Nature Newsletter P Fall, 2018

Mark Your
Calendars for
These Upcoming
NLI Events

Holiday
Open House

w

W

Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Natural Land Institute Office
320 S. 3rd St. Rockford, IL

lease join us to celebrate the holidays
and our 60th Anniversary at the NLI
office! Come and mingle with staff, Trustees,
and other members while you enjoy hot
cider, holiday punch and cookies, and other
snacks. Please RSVP by Wed., Dec. 5 by
calling 815/964-6666 or email:
info@naturalland.org.

Photo: Jill Kennay
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h
Annual
Dinner

Photo: Jill Kennay
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2019

and presentation of the

George and
Barbara Fell Award
Wander at the Wetland 2018

Wednesday, Mar. 13, 2019
5:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Giovanni’s Restaurant
610 N. Bell School Rd., Rockford, IL

Y

at the Wetland

FULL MOON SNOWSHOE & HIKE
Monday, Jan. 21, 2019
4:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Nygren Wetland Preserve
3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL
Free Admission

ome and explore the winter landscape
of Nygren Wetland Preserve by taking
a hike, snowshoeing or skiing the prairie
trail lit with hundreds of luminaries
(sponsored by NorthPointe Health and
Wellness Campus). We’ll have guided tours,
two bonfires, hot cocoa and snacks to
provide the perfect outdoor winter experience.
You can bring your own snowshoes or skis
or rent snowshoes on site that evening
sponsored by Rocktown Adventures for a
$10 donation to NLI. Please register for
this free event by Fri., Jan. 18 by calling
815/964-6666, email: info@naturalland.org,
Wander at the Wetland 2018 or online: www.naturalland.org.

C

ou’re invited to join us for the 2019 Annual
Dinner and presentation of the George
and Barbara Fell Award. Social hour starts at
5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30. The program starts
at 7:15 with the award presentation, remarks
from Executive Director, Kerry Leigh, and guest
speaker, Ed Collins. Ed currently works as the
Director of Land Preservation & Natural Resources
at the McHenry County Conservation District. He
is a writer and keen observer of nature. His writings
reflect his deep understanding of the spiritual
aspects in the natural world. Two of Ed’s stories
are featured in NLI’s recently published poetry and
prose anthology, NATURAL VOICES: CELEBRATING
NATURE THROUGH OPENED EYES.
Tickets: $60 each for non-members (includes
a one-time, one year introductory membership)
and $45 each for NLI members. Tables of 10 are
available for $600 (non-members) and $450
(NLI members). A Table Sponsorship is available
for $1,000. Call 815/964-6666 for more
information and to order tickets or purchase
online at www.NaturalLand.org by March 6,
2019. Individual and corporate event
sponsorships are also available. Contact Kim
Johnsen at kjohnsen@naturalland.org for more
information about all sponsorship opportunities. P
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