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ollination is not just 
fascinating natural history. 
It is an essential ecological 

survival function. Without 
pollinators, the human race and all 
of earth’s terrestrial ecosystems most 
likely would not survive. Of the 
1,400 crop plants grown around the 
world — those that produce our food 
and plant-based industrial products 
— almost 80% require pollination by 

insects or other creatures. Visits from 
bees, butterflies, beetles, bugs, moths, 
wasps, flies, and birds help create 
larger crop yields and larger, more 
flavorful fruits. In the United States 
alone, pollination of agricultural 
crops is valued at 10 billion dollars 
annually. Globally, pollination 
services are likely worth more than 3 
trillion dollars. (U.S. Forest Service)
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“Pollinators are declining worldwide. This is due to the same environmental 
challenges affecting other species, including the loss or degradation of habitat, 
the use of pesticides and other pollution, and a changing climate.” 

– The Nature Conservancy

Outside of agricultural 
systems, approximately 
80-95% of the plant species 

found in natural habitats require 
pollination. Furthermore, plants 
provide shelter and nesting habitat 
for many different species. Thus, 
in order to maintain the diversity 
of our natural ecosystems, we need 
healthy pollinator populations to 
ensure that the next generation 

of plants will be produced. Some 
of the ways to protect pollinators 
include planting natives, including 
milkweed; providing nesting places 
and habitat for bees, butterflies, and 
the many other pollinators; avoiding 
pesticide use; protecting grasslands 
and other natural areas; and planting 
and maintaining home gardens with 
pollinators in mind.

“Imagine living in a world without flowers or fruit or even coffee or chocolate 
for that matter. Thanks to the wonderful work of pollinators like bees, much 
of the food we eat and flowers and plants we enjoy are possible. And it’s not 
just bees that are doing all the work. Butterflies, birds, beetles, bats, and 
even some bugs are important in the pollination process.”

– Growing a Greener World

The goal for this year’s end-of-year fund raising appeal is $20,000

he relationship between 
plants and pollinators is very 
intricate; each relies on the 

other for survival. The development 
of millions of acres of land has had 
a negative impact on vital wildlife 
habitat for pollinators like bees and 
butterflies, including the monarch. 
Protecting and restoring these areas 
is critical to the survival of the insects 
which ensure our crops are pollinated.

Funds raised in this appeal will 
be used for restoring pollinator 
habitat in NLI preserves. The Nature 
Conservancy researchers have found 

that the longer prairie restoration 
efforts go on, the more bee diversity 
returns to restored sites. To provide 
the constant supply and diversity of 
flowers blooming from April through 
September, NLI will collect, save 
or buy seed and increase pollinator 
plants and habitats in critical areas. 

Your gift to the NLI End-of-Year 
Appeal can make a transformational 
difference by providing much needed 
funds to increase pollinator food 
and habitat in NLI properties. We 
appreciate any support you can 
provide for this very important effort!
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