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The Rusty-patched Bumble Bee BUCKS FOR B’sWays to Donate to NLI

The Rusty-patched Bumble Bee used 
to be a common sight, so ordinary that 
it almost went unnoticed as it moved 
from flower to flower, collecting nectar 
and pollen. But now it is balancing 
precariously on the brink of extinction 
and has become the first-ever bumble bee 
in the States to be listed as endangered.

– U. S. Fish & Wildlife
n the last several decades, the 
Rusty-patched Bumble Bee has 
gone from being very common 

to being very rare. Historically, it was 
broadly distributed across the eastern 
United States and Upper Midwest, 
present in 28 states and 2 Canadian 
provinces. The species is now likely to 
be found in only 0.1% of its former 
range, according to the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife.

As an important pollinator, Rusty-
patched Bumble Bees are important 

gift to the Natural Land 
Institute at the end of 
2019 will help us intensify 

our work to protect these very 
important pollinators, which 
are so vital to us and to future 
generations!

For giving assistance, contact
Jill Kennay at 815-964-6666

or by email at
jkennay@naturalland.org
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Qualified Charitable
Distribution

When you reach age 701/2,  you 
are required to take an annual 
minimum distribution from your 
IRA account, and that money is 
fully taxable as income. However, 
you may choose to donate your 
distribution (or a portion of it) 
directly to a qualified charitable 
organization, such as the Natural 
Land Institute, and avoid paying 
taxes on the funds donated. 
The Qualified Charitable 
Distribution strategy guarantees 
a tax-saving charitable benefit, 
helping you and helping NLI.

Consider contacting your own 
investment manager today 
and request that a “Qualified 
Charitable Distribution” be 
made directly to the Natural 
Land Institute, 320 S. Third 
Street, Rockford, IL 61104 by 
December 31, 2019. Be sure to 
request that your gift be identified 
with your name and address, and 
your intention to use it as a 2019 
IRA QCD.

to our food security and to the health 
of our ecosystems. They are important 
to native wildflower production, as 
well as for creating seed and fruits that 
feed not only people, but wildlife - 
from songbirds to grizzly bears. 

They are among the most important 
pollinators of many of our crops, 
and they are more effective than 
honeybees for some crops due to their 
ability to “buzz pollinate.” Reasons 
for the decline of the Rusty-patched 
Bumble Bee include the loss of 
habitat, intensive farming, disease, 
pesticide use and weather changes. 

We are most fortunate that 
Winnebago County still has a fairly 
active population of these bees. It 
is possible that our abundance of 
preserved natural land allows them 
to find the habitat they need to exist. 
Our challenge is to preserve and grow 
this current population. Please help us 
with this effort!
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In some areas, 40% of pollinator species are threatened with extinction. Once these 
pollinators are gone, we may never get them back. And, we really don’t know what the 
total effect on the balance of Nature will be if we lose them. Please help NLI Save the B’s 
with a tax deductible donation! — Barbara Williams, Pollinator Monitor

Tiger Swallowtail

There are several ways to contribute 
either a one-time gift or on-going 
monthly contributions.
These include —
| Cash or check
| Credit or Debit Card
| Online at www.naturalland.org
| Qualified Charitable

Distribution (see right)


