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A message from our Executive Director

hat a year this has been...
and it’s not over yet!
There is so much to share
with you in this issue, and we are
so grateful for all the outpouring of
support. From the acquisition of the
Rumage farm that expands Lost Flora
Fen to the protection of a regional,
ancient jewel, the rare dry gravel
Bell Bowl Prairie. The day to day
work has been continuing through
all the excitement of this year, and
we are looking forward to another
acquisition in December adjacent to
the Mississippi Palisades State Park.

We have been successful in
obtaining grants for these acquisitions,
as well as for stewardship activities on
several of our preserves which you will
read about. Your contributions have
been instrumental in us obtaining
these grants. The foundations all love

to see how
much support
we have for our
projects, and
you have been
stellar this last
year, as always!

Thank you,
and give yourselves a big pat on the
back for moving conservation forward
and making a really impactful 2021.
We wish you a relaxing, and beautiful
holiday season and we look forward to
another amazing year in 2022.

Be well, and be safe.

Kerry Leigh
Executive Director
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Kerry Leigh, Executive Director

Raccoon Creek meanders through the Rumage farm now known as Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek.

Cover Photo: Bell Bowl Prairie by Jessie Crow Mermel
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The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to
create an enduring legacy of natural land in
northern lllinois for people, plants and animals.

Our Vision: We envision a world in which people
recognize that we are a part of nature and act
with the knowledge that our future depends upon
preserving the natural systems that support all life
on Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited
conservation land trust, is based in Rockford,
Ilinois, and has protected 18,000 acres of natural
land in lllinois since 1958. NLI's current service
area covers twelve counties: Winnebago, Boone,
northern DeKalb, Ogle, Lee, Bureau, Henry,

Rock Island, Whiteside, Carroll, Jo Daviess and
Stephenson Counties.

NLI preserves forests, prairies and wetlands
for native plants and animals, restores habitat for
wildlife, protects rivers and streams for fish and
other aquatic species, educates people about their
part in nature, and provides opportunities to enjoy
natural areas.

The NLI'is a 501(c)3, not-for-profit organization
supported by tax deductible contributions. To
donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, lllinois 61104

Phone: 815/964-6666

Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or

visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.

Board of Trustees:

President...........coceveeeiiiceeeee Paul Baits
Vice President .........ccococvveeiriiiicnnnn Mark Luthin
Vice President .......coovvvvvrrivninens Judy Barnard
TrEASUMET ... e Jay Evans
SECTELANY ..o Jon Duerr

Robert Clark, Rockton

John R. Cook, Belvidere

Adam Guarino, Machesney Park
Bill Hoff, Pecatonica

Jennifer Nowicki, Freeport
Ricardo Montoya Picazo, Rockford
Ashley Sarver, Rockford

Charlie Sturm, Rockford

Dan Swift, Rockford

Nancy Williamson, Village of Lakewood
Robert Young, Rockford

Staff:

Executive DIreCtor........cccovevervvievcvennnn. Kerry Leigh
Assistant DireCtor .........cccccvvvvricennenns Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship................ Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing &
Membership.......cccoevevvviivircicienenn, Kim Johnsen
Restoration Ecologist ...................... Tyler Pellegrini
Stewardship Technician .................. Laura Helmich
Administrative Specialist ............... Jessica Formea
Facilities Maintenance ............ccccovveeee. Kent Wolfe
Weekly Volunteer:

Administration ..........c.cccccevvereennen Marianna Page
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Aerial view of the Rumage farm.
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Photo: Curt Johnsen

How a Farming Family Protected Their Land

en NLI heard that the

Rumage family was selling

their grandparent’s 357
acre farm, located along Yale Bridge
Road in Winnebago County, abutting
our 40 acre Lost Flora Fen preserve,
AND also that it had 1.5 miles of
Raccoon Creek running through i,
we called the family right away. After
meeting with many of their family
members, they decided very quickly to
protect the farm from development,
whether a subdivision or a railroad
line. In return, NLI promised them
that the area would be permanently
protected. As soon as the restoration
on the property is complete, NLI

will apply for Illinois Nature Preserve
status. It took nearly a year to raise

the funds to purchase the property. A
grant from the Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation, and support
from NLI donors allowed us to close
on the property in June this past year.
Thank you to the Rumage family for
their vision and patience in protecting
their land.

There are a wide range of plant
communities present at the Rumage
farm and Lost Flora Fen, now called
Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek.
The Creck meanders through the
east side of the farm, fed on site by a
number of seeps and springs. It is part

of a watershed that extends well north
of the Illinois-Wisconsin border.

The Lost Flora Fen’s high quality
sedge meadow and wet prairie
communities connect contiguously
with the Rumage farm providing
a connected landscape. To date 91
species of insects have been identified,
and more than 100 species of birds are
known to utilize the habitat, including
many warblers, grassland birds,
wetland birds such as Sandhill Cranes,
and occasionally Whooping Cranes
during migration. We look forward to
ongoing restoration activities that may
unlock undiscovered treasures.




Guests enjoyed wagon rides around the Rumage farm during the donor open house

Donors Attend Lost Flora Fen

Expansion Open House

special “donors only” open
house and viewing of the
newly acquired Rumage farm

was held on August 14th from 2 to 5
p.m. at the property on Yale Bridge

Rd. (just west of William’s Tree Farm).

NLI closed on the 357 acres on June
15,2021.

The event was held as a thank you
to the many donors who gave more

than $200,000 to complete the $1.7

million fund-raising effort. The NLI
Board of Trustees contributed $30,000
as a challenge to NLI's membership to
raise the additional funds needed to
complete the purchase.

Ninety of the 204 people who
contributed were able to attend the
event. Wagon rides and hikes on the
property were held to give donors an
opportunity to see the land that their
donations helped to preserve.
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This property is a key acquisition in
the NLI Raccoon Creek Watershed
Protection Plan. It is identified as a
“Critical/Sensitive Area” for “Priority
Acquisition” in the Greenways Plan
for Boone and Winnebago Counties
and is also identified in the Strategic
Land Conservation Plan of the Forest

Preserves of Winnebago County.
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Land Stewardship

Painting a Picture of Our Preserves

’ I Yo say that 2021 has been a
busy year for stewardship staff
and volunteers would be an

understatement. Productive is a bit

more accurate, but exciting, complex,
and informative are words that paint

a better picture. It has been exciting

to see ongoing restorations like those

at Nygren Wetland Preserve, Burr

Oak Valley Nature Preserve, and

Pecatonica Ridge Prairie continue

to evolve and provide remarkable

results as far as the plants and animals
observed.

Complex and informative describe
well the developments this year so

far at Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon

Creek. The preserve became Natural

Land Institute’s second largest with

the addition of the Rumage farm

on Yale Bridge Road in June. A new

bird monitoring program initiated

this year revealed nesting Bobolinks,
Dickcissels, Eastern Meadowlarks, and
other grassland associates. Restoration
activities in the coming years will aim
to restore additional habitat for these
birds but will also add habitat for
insects, bats, and many other animals
across its almost 400 acres.

Barbara Williams spent time
in some of the nearly 1 % miles of
meanders along Raccoon Creek at the
preserve, as well as along the Raccoon
at Nygren Wetland, identifying among
other things a number of freshwater
mussels including Pimplebacks, Three
Ridge Mussels, Wabash Pigtoes,
Giant Floaters, Fatmuckets, Plain
Pocketbooks, and Black Sandshells.
Freshwater mussel diversity is an
indicator of stream health and we
believe there’s good reason to be
excited about the overall health of

Conducting a prescribed burn in the spring at Nieman Marsh,

Raccoon Creek.

The William & Gayle Keefer
Nature Reserve in Rockton continued
to change in big ways, as removal of
invasive brush, old fence materials, and
general cleanup activities uncovered
large oaks and improved natural
communities that will one day provide
a readily accessible example of high-
quality habitats within the village of
Rockton. Restorations continued
at Silver Creek Woods and Lind-
McGeachie Preserves where invasive
brush clearing has been the primary
focus. NLI staff, volunteers, and
AmeriCorps Service Members also
tended to Wilson Prairie, Harlem
Hills Prairie, Beach Cemetery Prairie,
and Howard D. Colman Dells Nature
Preserves.

Photo: Zach Grycan




Wildflower Walkabout

atural Land Institute and
Severson Dells Nature
Center co-sponsored the 10

week series of hikes that were led by
area experts throughout April, May
and June. Joining the Wildflower
Walkabout is a great way to see and
learn about our area’s natural history,
native plants, and animals. The 2021
series included visits to Anna Page
Park, Piscasaw Fen, Bald Hill Prairie,
Cedar Cliff Forest Preserve, and
dedicated Nature Preserves Burr
Oak Valley, Pecatonica River Forest
Preserve, Colored Sands, Searls
Prairie, Beach Cemetery Prairie, and
Harlem Hills Prairie. Highlights this
year included seeing white trillium,

checking for snakes under boards,
standing under the state’s largest tree, a
scenic view of the Kishwaukee River, a
remnant dolomite prairie, Great Blue
Herons, wild lupine, a painted turtle,
monarch caterpillars, and Hill's Thistle
in full bloom.

We couldn’t present this series
without the help of the tour guides,
who provide invaluable information
and insight into our natural heritage.

A big THANK YOU to: Barbara
and Dan Williams, Aaron Minson,
Brian Hale, Zach and Melissa
Grycan, Laura Helmich, Tyler
Pellegrini, Don Miller, Mike Groves,
Mark Keister, Lee and Lynda
Johnson, Gary Anderson, Russell

Photo: Jill Kennay
—

Tyler Pellegrini leads a hike at NLI's Beach
Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve.

Brunner, Austin Webb, Joni Denker,
and Jack Armstrong. Thank you also
to our host organizations: Boone
County Conservation District, Byron
Forest Preserve District, Forest
Preserves of Winnebago County and

Rockford Park District.

Restoration Underway at Nleman Marsh

ieman Marsh, on Telegraph
Road, is located just east
of Pecatonica and is home

to many plants and animals that are
rare in the state of Illinois. The King
Rail (Rallus elegans), one of the rarest
marsh birds in northern Illinois, can
be heard clucking and “k-kerrring” in

the sedge meadow and shallow marsh

habitats present on site.
Photo: Curt Johnsen

Aerial view of Nieman Marsh.

We're excited to report that in
coordination with Illinois Ducks
Unlimited, Natural Land Institute

and other regional partners are
participating in a grant awarded by
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
through the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA). The portion of the
award allotted to Nieman Marsh
will be used to restore healthy
wetland habitat more suitable for the
sustained utilization of the site by
the King Rail and other rare wetland
species, such as American Bitterns,
occasional Yellow-headed Blackbirds,
Baltimore Checkerspot butterflies,
and Band-winged Meadowhawks,
a species of dragonfly classified as
imperiled in the state of Illinois.
According to the Illinois Natural
History Survey more than 7 million
acres of wetlands habitat was lost
in Illinois in the 200 years leading
up to 1980. Places like Nieman
Marsh have been more easily
drained and used for agriculture,
especially with modern drain tile
systems. The persistence of high-

Photo: Jill Kennay

Monitoring wildlife at Nieman Marsh.

quality ‘hemi-marsh’ habitat near the
Pecatonica River makes for a unique
opportunity in the conservation of
many species struggling to survive in
the midwestern United States.

Restoration activities will improve
the quality of Nieman Marsh
through the removal of invasive
species, controlled burning, and
collection and distribution of seeds
of many native plants that grow in
wet prairies, sedge meadows, and
marshes.
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Thank you to our
Foundations and Grantors!

he Ilinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation
awarded NLI a grant for the

acquisition of the Rumage farm to
expand the Lost Flora Fen. We have
also been notified by the Foundation
that we have been approved for a
grant to purchase the White Wood
Ridge Farm adjacent to Mississippi
Palisades State Park! We plan on
closing on this property in December.
These acquisition grants also come
with a short term stewardship grant.
This foundation also awarded us

a Stewardship Challenge Grant

for the William & Gayle Keefer
Nature Reserve which included
funds to acquire a batwing mower,
and a Pollinator Grant for the Lind-
McGeachie Preserve restoration!
All of these grants were matched by
generous donations from you, our
members. You have made these all
possible.

Thank you to the Brubaker
Charitable Trust for their ongoing
project support and donation to
the Lands Owned Stewardship
Endowment Fund.

We were also just notified that
the Arthur L. & Elaine V. Johnson

Foundation has awarded us a three
year restoration grant for Lost Flora
Fen on Raccoon Creek.

An IDNR Pheasant Grant for seed
was awarded for the restoration at the
Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek and
we also were approved for a federal
grant for the restoration of Nieman
Marsh.

This year we were awarded another
one year general operating grant from
the Grand Victoria Foundation
for assistance with staff salaries,
communications work and hiring a
consultant to assist with diversifying
our community engagement.

The Land Trust Alliance has also
awarded us a small grant under their
Land and Climate program to assist
with writing adaptive management
plans integrating climate strategies for
the Nygren Wetland Preserve and the
Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek,
which includes a consultant to assist
with strategy development.

The Kiwanis Club of Rockford also
donated to support this year’s Family
Nature Adventures!

Thank you! We are so grateful for
you all.
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NLI's Promise: Resilient
and Adaptable

NLTI’s vision is that everyone
understands that we are a part of nature
and not apart from nature. People are
resilient and adaptable, helping each
other in times of crises and disasters.
The work of NLI and of you is to be the
voice for and stewards of our natural
areas, helping them through challenging
times and adapting to outside stressors
to remain resilient and healthy. We
know that as part of nature, we are also
Saving Us.

We no longer have regular deep
freezing and a substantial snow cover
that protects plants during winter
from frost. We are seeing increased
threats from invasive plant and animal
species, and some of our longtime
plants and wildlife struggling to
survive and populations of rare and
endangered species are being reduced.
We are seeing increased fragmentation,
declining water levels in our lakes, the
groundwater source of our drinking
water being drawn down and our
streams drying for longer periods in
the summer. We are also seeing more
frequent extreme events like the
disastrous flooding across the Midwest
we experienced recently.

W also see changes in the timing
of natural events such as when flowers
bloom, insects emerge and baby birds
fledge, leading to disconnects in life
cycles and their inter-dependencies.
NLTI’s response is to ensure land,
water and habitat conservation in
all its forms remains our core work,
including managing our natural
areas to make them more resilient
and adaptable to those changes.

Our promise is perpetuity, and that
requires connectivity, collaboration

and inclusivity so that we also remain
resilient and adaptable as we move along
this journey together.




Alook behind the scenes shows Ann Wasser, Director of Severson Dells Nature Center, hosting the Creek Adventures video being

recorded by videographer Curt Johnsen.
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Family Nature Adventures

Photo: Juliet Moderow

Willow Moderow used binoculars to Iook for turtles
in the pond.

he summer Family Nature
Adventures program was
held as a hybrid virtual event

that ran from June 23 — August 11.
FNA was open to anyone and geared
towards families with kids ages 2 — 14.
“The idea,” said Kim Johnsen,
coordinator of the program, “was to
watch a nature or arts themed video
on the NLI website and then go
outside and do the suggested activity
in your own backyard or a nearby
park. This provided a structured and
fun way of working together with
your family to discover your outdoor
surroundings. It was also a way for kids
to earn a Junior Naturalist badge that
is based on the National Parks’ badge

program.”
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Photo: Kim Johnsen

Johnsen said this free and unique
program provided 14 different
activities in English and Spanish and
is still available to participate in by
visiting: https://www.naturalland.
org/familynatureadventures/.

There were 140 registered
participants and 23 children who
carned a Junior Naturalist badge.

There was a drawing for everyone
who registered and one for those who
completed the criteria for a Junior
Naturalist badge. Prize packages
included several items. Thank you to
the prize sponsors: Burpee Museum
of Natural History, Severson Dells
Nature Center and Alan and Jennifer
Nowicki.



Thank you to the video hosts and partner
organizations, event sponsors and
grantors who helped make this free event
possible.

Learning video hosts: NLI's Education
and Marketing & Membership Committee
members and other volunteers: Rick
Barton, Rob Clark, Machelle Dopkins,
Pam Shaver, Dawn and Payton
Skupien, Julie Tackett, Stacy and
Dana Wallace, Andrea Wallace-Noble
and Brendan Noble, and Barbara
Williams. Partner organizations hosting
videos: Boone County Conservation
District, Burpee Museum of Natural
History, City of Rockford Poet
Laureate Christine Swanberg,
Northern Illinois Raptor Rehab

& Education, Northern Regional

NATURE
ADVENTURES
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Groundwater Protection Planning
Committee, Severson Dells Nature
Center, Taylor Creek Restoration
Nurseries, and Welty Environmental
Center.

Major Event Sponsor ($1000): Mark and
Laurie Luthin; Event Sponsors ($500):
Studio GWA, Taylor Creek Restoration
Nurseries — Owned and Operated by
RES, Northern Regional Groundwater
Protection Planning Committee;
Supporting Sponsor ($250): State Bank
of Davis; In Kind Sponsor: a5 Branding
& Digital

This program was supported by grants
from the Brubaker Charitable Trust,

Grand Victoria Foundation and
Kiwanis Club of Rockford.

Top to Bottom: Peter, Billy and Ann Hoff had fun
looking for woodpecker signs during the Tree
Detective! activity.

Para informacion en espafiol,

por favor visite la pagina web:
www.naturalland.org

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Congratulations to Alex Prosser (left), winner of the Registration Drawing,

and MacKenzie Bragg, winner of the Final Participation Drawing
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Little Blue Stem at Bell Bowl Prairie.
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An Ancient Prairie,
TUCked InSide dan Airport By Kerry Leigh

ar back in time, after the last
F glaciers had retreated 8,000

years ago, hardy plants started to
colonize a gravelly area nestled along
the Kishwaukee River. The prairie
grew bold and strong, hundreds of
acres across the land, with deep, deep
roots binding the gravel together. Over
time, it created for itself a complex
and healthy soil that nurtured a
diverse and beautiful system enlivened
by butterflies and moths, bees and
grasshoppers, all calling to the winged
creatures to come and play, nest, and
build a home.

The people came and fires swept
across the land keeping the vast
prairies healthy and open. Then other
people came and began to use the land
differently. The prairie that had been so
open and free, flowing over hundreds
and thousands of acres began to be
claimed, used up and built over. Most
people forgot about the prairie, but
pieces of the different types of prairies
remained, hidden to unseeing eyes.
The world wars came and went, and
one piece of the prairie that remained

was a remnant, a largely forgotten piece
of ancient America, now tucked away
within Rockford’s airport. Something
once vast, it is now so unique and rare
it is globally endangered.

As one of the last remaining pieces,
under 80 acres of dry gravel prairie left
in llinois, there were those few who
remembered that prairie is Illinois’
iconic landscape. The landscape that
defines us is our big skies, prairies
and rivers, hosting oak groves and
a people rooted and grounded in
the land. These ones began to count
and categorize what remained of the
natural world in Illinois. This was
the original Illinois Natural Areas
Inventory led by Jack White and

Photo: Ellen Rathbone

The Rusty Patched Bumble Bee was discovered
in Bell Bowl Prairie in August.

A

Photo: Jessie Crow Mermel The native Prickly Pear cactus
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grows at Bell Bowl Prairie.  Photo: Ellen Rathbone

completed in 1978. Of that 80 acres
of dry gravel prairie, there were only
18 or so that remained high quality in
the entire state, and S acres of those 18
were tucked in the Chicago-Rockford
International Airport as part of a
complex of 25 acres of dry gravel
prairie.

In 1968, George Fell stood in
front of the bulldozers as the airport
authorities attempted to dig up this
ancient prairie to use the gravel in
construction. George saved the prairie,
but only for a moment. George had
founded the Natural Land Institute
with a mission to protect these now
special and unique places. So NLI and
many partners began to care for that
25 acre complex of dry gravel prairie.
People from all over the Midwest
began to come and watch the birds
that nested there or stopped on their
migrating travels. Those of us who
remembered, stopped to wonder at
the little remnant tucked inside the
airport...and for 50 years, for that
moment, we watched, we stewarded,
we did inventories, we wondered in




LRy
Jack and Barb Wite take a I
awe, and we hoped.

Then suddenly one day, this summer,
the bulldozers were back, with no
apparent warning, and we scrambled
to catch up, what was happening?
How did we not know ? This time,
there are more who are remembering
and a federally endangered bee was
found, giving the prairie a short
reprieve. We are no longer saving just
abee, or an owl, we are saving us. We
can have both the airport expansion
and the prairie. To join us in this effort
to Save Bell Bowl Prairie, go to www.
savebellbowlprairie.org. There is a
wealth of information on how you can
help.

To support legal costs you can

donate to Natural Land Institute, ‘Save
Bell Bowl Prairie’

cle look at the prairie.

Information about the Rusty

Patched Bumble Bee

The Rusty Patched Bumble Bee
(Bombus affinis) is one of 21 species
of bumble bees that live in the eastern
United States. It is listed as Federally
Endangered, meaning that the United
States recognizes that it is in danger of
going extinct, (extinction is the final
and permanent loss of life on earth.)
The main reasons for Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee’s decline are habitat

loss, pesticides, and pathogens. At
one time it thrived as far northwest
as Minnesota, southeast to Georgia,
and northeast into Maine. Today
their range is mostly restricted to
southern Wisconsin and northern
Illinois. Bumble bees don’t rely on
one particular flower for their survival
like other insects, they sip nectar

and gather pollen from a variety of
plants including some of our food
crops, which weaves their survival
into our own by providing services as

Photo: Jill Kennay Sunset at Bell Bowl Prairie.

Photo: Ellen Rathbone

pollinators. The destruction of their
habitat makes it harder for the bees
to travel between locations and access
areas with good food and proper spots
for nesting and overwintering. We
can all do our part to help the Rusty
Patched Bumble Bee by fortifying
our landscape with native wildflowers
and protecting places where they are
known to live currently. For more
information check out the resources
listed below, or give us a call!

https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/insects/rpbb/factsheetrpbb.html

https://www.xerces.org/endangered-species/species-profiles/at-risk-invertebrates/
bumble-bees/rusty-patched-bumble-bee

Photo: Joni Denker

Examining the plants at Bell Bowl Prairie.
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Thank You to Our Partners and Donors

Thank You to NLI

Project Partners

Anonymous

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family Foundation

Anderson Charitable
Foundations

Merle and Eunice Benning
Living Trust

Black-Periman Foundation

Brubaker Charitable Trust

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Delta Institute

EarthShare of lllinois

Environmental Law & Policy
Center of the Midwest

Forest Preserves of Winnebago
County

Grand Victoria Foundation

Guy Reno Family Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation

Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation

Illinois Department of Natural
Resources

lllinois Environmental Council

Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation

John Knaus

Land Trust Alliance

Paul and Judith Letourneau

Merrill Johnson Trust

M.R. Bauer Foundation

Gordon and Linda Neese

Photo: Jill Kennay

Marianna and Herb Page

Roscoe Sportsman’s Club

Robert Nelson and Mary Ann
Shellstrom Trust

Jack and Terry Shouba

The Conservation Fund

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Dave and Nancy Voss

Protectors of

the Land

($5,000 and above)
Anonymous

Dorothy Baits

Paul and Teri Baits

Rt &
WA L] " 1
Pearl Crescent at Harlem Hills Nature Preserve

Jon and Joy Duerr

Ed and Vicki Eggers

John and Marilyn Fulton
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Paul and Judith Letourneau
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Marianna and Herb Page

Stewards of the

Land ($2,500 - $4,999)
Gary Anderson

Clare Bland

Mary Jo Brown

Jeffrey Jens and Ann Boisclair
Jerry and Kathleen Busse

Jay and Jane Evans

William and Sally Hoff

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Keith Syfert and Linda Miller
Ted Ross

Greg and Karen Ruffner

Dan and Susan Swift

Trustees of the

Land ($1,000 - $2,499)
Jim and Marion Applegate
Larry and Donna Balch

Ben Harding Family Foundation
Bernie and Cindy Buchholz

Ron and Carol Burmeister

Jerry and Kathleen Busse
George Gayle and Lois Calhoun
Mary Caskey

Steve and Diane Clark

Mark Cormier

William and Jessica
Dannenmaier

Elizabeth Dickinson

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Ellwyn and Gayle Englof

Ray and Char Ferguson

Steve and Diane Gleasman

Marjorie Lundy and James
Godshalk

Mark and Jill Grove

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Gary and Cathy Hoover

Katherine Hotchkiss

Elaine Hutchcroft

Eugene and Sasha Jarvis

Russ and Gin Johansson

Chip and Debbie Johnson

Steve and June Keibler

Mark Keister and Sheryl Wolff

John Knaus

Mary Lou Lafler

Kent and Kathy Lawrence

Dan Loescher

Richard Luthin

Lydia S. Macauley

Nancy Maze

Joseph and Sindy Micho

Eric Neubauer

Jerry Paulson

Shane and Janet Peterson

Ruthe Falk and Bruce Ross-
Shannon

John and Mary Sanders

Bill and Julie Shippee

Jack and Terry Shouba

Sjostrom and Sons Foundation

Mary Ann Smith

Specialty Screw Corp.

Stephen Symes

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi

Nancy Williamson and Steve
Byers

Nancy Hamill Winter

Thanks you to
Generous NLI
$100+ Donors
during January -
October, 2021

Anonymous (3)

Nathen Aaberg

Sheryl Almquist Hall

Brad and Glenna Anderson
Charles Anderson

David and Colleen Anderson
Dorothy Anderson

Gary Anderson

James and Marilyn Anderson
Jeffrey and Leah Anderson
John and Linda Anderson
Margaret Anderson

Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Carmen Argelli

Bill and Mary Anne Ax
LeRoy and Kathy Bach

Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Carolyn Bailey

Paul and Teri Baits

Tim and Catherine Balassie
Peter and Kris Baldo
Rebecca Barak

Alfeo Bari

Judy Barnard

Brian and Liz Barnes

Francie Barnes

Rick and Bonnie Barton

William and Leah Baskin

Mark and Gill Batterman

Joy Beckman

Robert and Beverly Beebe

Roger Benedict and Paula
Christensen

Bruce Beneditz

Benevity Community Impact
Fund

Richard Benning

Photo: Jill Kennay

Prairie Phlox and Hoary Puccoon

Raoul Bergersen

Andrew and Jeanne Bergstrom
Mary Blackmore

Marcia Blassage
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We want to connect with
you on Social Media
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Facebook:

Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland Preserve, Howard D. Colman
Dells Nature Preserve, Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek
Woods Preserve, Milan Bottoms, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve

Twitter: NLI 1958
Instagram: NLI1958
Tumblr: Natural Land Institute

YouTube: Natural Land Institute
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Retiring NLI Trustees

Thank you to the following Trustees for their leadership,
service and commitment to NLI. They retired in May of this
year.

Ed joined the NLI Board in 2016 and served
on the Land Conservation Committee

and as chair of the Working Lands Sub
Committee. He brought his knowledge

and expertise in agriculture, along with his
passion for outdoors and nature to his role
on committees and the board. His deep commitment to
NLI was inspired by his parents Gordon and Georganne
Eggers’ dedication and service.

Ray became a Trustee in 2012. He was a
member of the Land Conservation and
Working Lands Sub Committees, and
served as Board President from October
2018 through May 2019. His experiences
and skills as a farmer and attorney provided
much appreciated insight to NLI during his many years of

service.

Linda started on the board in May of 2016
and was soon thereafter recruited to be
chair of the Marketing & Membership

Committee, which she served as until May

Y 0of 2019. Then she became chair of the
Linda Miller

the board until her retirement in May.

Personnel Committee and Vice President of
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Thank You for Supporting
NLI in These Ways

.
EarthShare
S

Ninoks

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving
program, EarthShare lllinois, which supports NLI.

Schnucks’ eScrip/Rewards Card

We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the Schnucks
eScrip card program where they give back to the community
a percentage of what you spend in the store if you have
designated Natural Land Institute as your charity of choice. If
you choose to use the Rewards program with the same card
NLI will not receive proceeds from your purchase. Thank you
to everyone who gives to NLI through the eScrip program.

Smile.Amazon.com

Thank you to Amazon.com for their charity program and

to all of you who shop at Smile.Amazon.com and have
designated Natural Land Institute as your charity to receive
proceeds from your purchases.

i trail system
location is in the Prairie state Hike APP
This lo¢

Downtoad the .
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1o other tours of parks an .
UNLEASH YOUR INNER EXPLORE
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Did you know we have an app for the Dianne Nora
Nature Trail at Nygren Wetland Preserve?

Go to your app store to get it or use your QR reader to find
it on your app store. It only costs 99 cents and can provide
hours of virtual learning and enhance your physical visit to
any trail in the app.
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Welcome New NLI Trustees

Please join us in welcoming Rob and Ricardo to the NLI
Board of Trustees this year.

Robert (Rob) Clark

Rob has been a bluebird monitor at Nygren
Wetland Preserve since 2002 and has
helped at events and land stewardship days
on many other occasions since then. He
joined the board in June of this year and

now also serves on the Land Conservation,
Education, and Marketing & Membership Committees.

Ricardo Montoya Picazo

We first met Ricardo in the summer of
2018 when he visited Nygren Wetland
Preserve for the Legislators Lunch and Tour
on behalf of US. Congresswoman Cheri
Bustos. He is now Chief of Staff for State
Representative Dave Vella, 68th District.
Ricardo loves serving his community and is also on other
area boards, as well as NLI’s Education and Marketing &
Membership Committees.

People and the Land

Georganne Hinchliff Eggers, 93, passed away on May 28. She
was considered “A Remarkable Woman Leader”
who received several community awards in her

- lifetime for her leadership, commitment, and

" people and organizational skills. NLI was fortunate
to have known Georganne and to have had her
support. She and her husband were long time
members and passionate advocates of Nygren
Wetland Preserve. In recent years Georganne played a key role in
raising money for the Gordon G. Eggers Fund, an Endowment for the
Nygren Wetland Preserve (named after her late husband), which led
to reaching the $2 million goal for this fund.

Anne Davis Meyer, 88, passed away on June 15. She will be
forever remembered through her namesake, the
Anne Meyer Prairie Garden, at Nygren Wetland
Preserve in Rockton. Anne was instrumental in
the restoration process during the early years

of Nygren Wetland by growing both prairie and
wetland plants at her Enders Greenhouse to
install at the preserve. The prairie was named in
her honor because of the tremendous amount of time and work she
dedicated to ensuring the future of the restoration with native forbs
and grasses.

A Sesquicentennial Farm

The Kerr farm in
Morrison, IlL., owned
| by siblings Jane

and Duane Kerr,
was designated a
Sesquicentennial
Farm by the Illinois
Department of
Agriculture this
year. The 379 acre
farm was protected
in 2008 by NLI

Jane, mother Corliss, and Duane Kerr with a conservation
casement that covers agricultural and natural areas. This
farm has been in the family for more than 150 years,
which allowed it to qualify for the IDOA designation. We
congratulate the Kerrs on this recognition and are pleased
they are part of NLI’s Heritage LandKeepers. Read the

story of their land at —

https://www.naturalland.org/heritage-landkeepers/

Wayne Schennum Ph.D. (1949-2021)

Wayne Schennum was fascinated with the
natural world that surrounds us. His botanical
expertise and his love and knowledge of birds,
butterflies, and other aspects of ecology helped
provide the scientific basis for the protection

~ and study of many natural areas in our region.
He conducted his work enthusiastically within
Natural Land Institute’s operating area and
beyond He's been credited by many to have illuminated aspects

of ecosystems ranging from the intricacies of fens and bogs, to
complexities in prairies and woodlands on public and private land
alike. His work with the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory has had
lasting impacts on how conservation organizations in the state have
focused overall land protection strategies. Wayne's passing in August
of 2021 was an incalculable loss to conservationists in our area as
his experiences and his deep knowledge of particular habitats in
particular places cannot be compared. We can however take solace
in the fact that while he lived he was a passionate enthusiast of

the natural world, and spent a great deal of time recording his
observations and conveying what he knew to others. We celebrate
the life of Wayne Schennum by pressing on wholeheartedly in the
preservation and management of the natural world that he loved so
dearly.
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Upcoming Events

For more information about these events visit the calendar at NaturalLand.org or call 815/964-6666.
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Rick Barton leads a grop tour on the trzil during Wanaer_:;'thé Wetland.

NLI will hold the Wander at the Wetland: Full Moon
Snowshoe & Hike on Monday, Jan. 17, 2022 at Nygren
Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IlI.,
4:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

This FREE outdoor winter event is for all ages with
or without snow. Experience the winter landscape of the
prairie and wetland when you take a hike, snowshoe or
ski the trail lit by hundreds of luminaries, sponsored by
NorthPointe Health & Wellness Campus.

Places to warm up include the winter themed greenhouse
and two bonfires. Bring your own snowshoes or skis to this

open house style event as you come and go at your own
pace. Registration required by 12:00/noon on Jan. 17 by
visiting NaturalLand.org or calling 815/964-6666.

2021
Winner of

Book Talk &

the National o .
Outdoor Book Discussion
Awards, by au thOl‘-
Journeys
category. adventurer

Anders Morley

“Virtual event  Monday, January 31
via WebEx 6:00pm - 7:30pm

This free virtual event, requiring
registration, features author Anders
Morley on his enthralling memoir of
skiing across Canada, the award winning, This Land of
Snow: A Journey Across the North in Winter. Natural
Land Institute is pleased to co-sponsor this event with
Rockford Public Library. The author appears courtesy
of Mark and Laurie Luthin. Call Zoe Norwood at
RPL for more information: 815/987-6626. Register
online today due to limited space. Visit: services.
rockfordpubliclibrary.org/events.

It celebrates a season and a place, while providing
glimpses into life at the edge of wilderness, the history of
cold-weather exploration, and “one man’s journey of self-
discovery” [Booklist review]. Registrants will be emailed
the WebEx link on the day of the event, for joining with a
laptop, tablet, or phone.
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