
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday  |  June 25, 2022  |  9 AM – 1 PM 
Nygren Wetland Preserve | 3190 West Rockton Road | Rockton, IL 

 

13 Learning Stations | Descriptions 
 
 
1 Native Bees and Wasps 
Host: Barbara Williams | NLI Volunteer 
 
Learn about important pollinators for our natural world. Discover their differences, how they 
build their nests, and how their families function.   
 
 
2 Prairies 
Hosts: Aaron Wilson, Liz Meek - Welty Environmental Center 
 
Roots Go Deep! Native prairie plants create vital habitat and are mostly drought resistant 
because of their long root systems. Measure yourself to see how you stand up to them. 
 
 
3 Raptors 
Hosts: Candy Ridlbauer, Cathy Hoover, Mary Cesar, Pat Boekholder | Northern Illinois Raptor 
Rehab & Education 
 
Get up close and personal with live and taxidermy mounts of raptors and birds of prey. See 
specimens and other items on display. 
 
 
4 Poetry/Writing 
Christine Swanberg | City of Rockford Poet Laureate 
 
Words can bloom. Words can Fly. What did you discover today on your walk? When you write 
about what you did you get to experience it twice.  
 
 



5 Art 
Hosts: Jennifer Kuroda, Jackie Kuroda | Sinnissippi Audubon Society 
 
Bird Journaling: Improve your bird observation skills and connection to nature through 
journaling. Bird journaling is a way to document, describe, draw, and record your bird sightings 
and nature discoveries. This process does not focus on your artist abilities, it focuses on what 
you notice. And as a result, you can become a better birder and artist. 
 
 
6 Groundwater 
Hosts: Sean Von Bergen, Huxley Von Bergen, Ryan Kerch | Northern Regional Groundwater 
Protection Planning Committee 
 
Where does the water go when it comes down from the sky? See how water flows into streams 
and rivers and where it goes when it seeps underground.  
 
 
7 Butterflies and Moths - tell a5 name change 
Hosts: Julie Tackett and Machelle Dopkins | NLI Education Committee 
 
Butterfly or moth? Which is it? Learn about both the physical and behavioral differences in order 

to be more familiar with these wonderful and important insects. 

 
8 Bluebirds 
Hosts: Rob Clark, Tricia Graham, Vesta Ferguson | Nygren Wetland Bluebird Monitors 
 
Learn more about our beautiful eastern bluebirds from some of the devoted folks who help 
monitor the bluebird nest box trail at Nygren Wetland Preserve. 
 
 
9 Wetlands 
Hosts: Rick Barton, Mark Luthin, Andrea Wallace Noble | NLI Education Committee, Jim 
Anderson NLI Volunteer 
 
Scoop up some sludge, look for squiggly water bugs and other creatures that live in the water. 
Fill out a macroinvertebrate tally sheet with your findings. 
 
 
10 Fish 
Hosts: Ann Wasser, Ellen Rathbone | Severson Dells Nature Center 
  
Have a fin-tastic time with the staff from Severson Dells Nature Center at the fish station. Here 
you will learn about some of our local fish and their adaptations while making your very own 
fish print (also known as gyotaku) to take home! 



 
11 Native American History 
Hosts: Lucy Adrignola | Macktown Living History, Dave Johnson, NLI Volunteer 
 
Discover the culture, daily life and history of the Woodland Native Americans of our area when 

you visit this station. 

 
 
12 Woodlands 
Hosts: Dawn, John, Forest and Payton Skupien | NLI Volunteers 
 
Go on a “Woodland Wandering” and explore a recreated woodland floor. Search for natural 
treasures! How many can you find? 
 
 
13 Mammals 
Hosts: Paul Baits | NLI President, Mike Tackett | NLI Marketing Intern, Sue Hansell | NLI 
Volunteer 
 
Mammal pelts meet which skull and scat? See if you can figure it out. Learn about common 
mammals in northern Illinois. 
 
 
 


