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e can’t always just do the easy 
things, sometimes doing the 
harder things makes life more 

rewarding. As we look to the future, we 
see so many challenges, so we just have 
to pick one or two to work on.  What is 
and has been in my heart this last several 
months is saving the Bell Bowl Prairie. It is 
such a privilege to be guiding and leading 

this work. Saving this ancient prairie is an expression of love 
that comes out of our broken hearts. 
Continuing our legal challenge and 
seeking solutions will be a focus for 
this year, and your continued support 
is gratefully received. Thank you. 

The other challenge facing us is 
building more resilient landscapes. 
Landscapes with biological diversity 
that will be able to withstand 
and function well in the face of 
changes in temperatures, and be 
able to withstand droughts, extreme 
precipitation and invasive species. 

We are at a crossroads, and our 
actions today will shape how people 
adapt and nature responds. There are 
many solutions, and nature based solutions are our solution 
to ensuring the resiliency of our natural lands. The decisions 
we make now can secure a livable future for us and for our 
children, and the work all starts here, at the local level. With 
you, and me. That is where we can make a difference.

To that end, the US and several states including Illinois have 
signed on to the international 30 x 30 initiative with the goal 
of preserving 30% of the planet by 2030.  This is a lofty goal, 
and for our local efforts we need to mobilize the financial 
resources to sustainably manage what is preserved over the 
long term.

NLI and you, our supporters, are the groundswell of this 
effort by protecting land and water every day. Perhaps you 
are asking, ‘Where do I fit?’ ‘What can I do?’ ‘What is my 

relationship to this earth? ….yet my question to you is ‘what 
is in your heart?’ What we discover is that in the sadness of 
living in this 6th great extinction is hope, and the knowledge 
that we belong to each other, the earth and the whole. Let’s 
turn despair into our power and action.
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Buying and Protecting a Beloved Family Farm

T

One and a half miles of Raccoon Creek meanders through Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek.

hank you to the Rumage family 
for their vision and patience 
in protecting their land in 

perpetuity. This new acquisition was 
in one of NLI’s priority conservation 
areas and has been combined with our 
Lost Flora Fen preserve. Its new name 
is Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek. 
There are a wide range of plant, animal 
and insect species present, including 

threatened and endangered species like 
the Blanding’s Turtle. One and a half 
miles of the creek meanders through 
the east side of the farm, fed on site by a 
number of seeps and springs. The high 
quality sedge meadow and wet prairie 
communities connect contiguously 
with the farm providing a connected 
and protected landscape of 390 acres. 
To date 91 species of insects have 

been identified, and more than 100 
species of birds are known to utilize the 
habitat. We look forward to unlocking 
undiscovered treasures!  A grant from 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, and support from many 
generous NLI donors funded this 
project.

Blanding’s Turtle� Photo: Samuel Saladino



ayne and June Ritchie 
purchased the White Wood 
Ridge property in 1952, 

where their children and grandchildren 
enjoyed and embraced the beauty of ‘the 
farm’ for almost 70 years. This stunning 

A Family Love Affair
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with ‘The Farm’

Natural Land Institute 5

55 acre property is directly adjacent 
to the Mississippi Palisades State Park 
along the mighty Mississippi River. 
There are steep ravines and forested land 
that provide habitat for endangered bats 
and many other creatures. Their children 

are happy that their parents’ love of 
this special place will live on through 
all those who visit.  With a grant from 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation and generous donations 
from supporters, this gorgeous property 

was purchased in December of 2021.  
NLI is working with the NW Illinois 
Stewardship Cooperative to manage 
this lovely property Wayne and June 
called home for so many years.

Jake Pulfer (Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation) in the hayfield at White Wood Ridge Farm while touring the site in 2022 with NLI Staff.
� Photo: Kerry Leigh
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Casper Creek Natural Cemetery
ver wonder if you could have 
an alternative burial, without 
harmful chemicals, and in a 

beautiful setting by the Mississippi 
River? Residents of Jo Daviess County 
have a new, protected and natural option 
for after life interment. Located along 
the Galena River Trail in rural Galena 
sits a new natural cemetery owned and 
run by the Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation. In 2021 NLI accepted the 
donation of a conservation easement 
on 16 acres of the Foundation’s current 
Casper Bluff Land & Water Reserve in 
order to ensure the land is protected and 
to fulfill their requirements for certified 
conservation burial ground status. 
Casper Bluff spans roughly 170 acres 
along the Mississippi River and protects 
a group of Native American ceremonial 

mounds in addition to prairie and 
oak savanna communities. Their first 
interment was April 21, 2021 and 
more than 50 contracts were completed 
within the first year of opening. For 
information about the Cemetery: 
https://caspernaturalcemetery.com/ 

E

Photo: John Hudetz

2021 Annual Report | SUMMER, 2022



Natural Land Institute 7
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Staff and volunteers cleared non-native brush and burned it to help bring more light to the forest floor so the spring ephemerals will flourish.

T he Community 
Stewardship Challenge 
Grant from the Illinois

Clean Energy Community Foundation 
offered an opportunity for volunteers 
to get involved with land stewardship 
activities and raise funds for the care 
and maintenance of our William & 
Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve located 
in Rockton. The first part set a 
$7,000 fundraising goal for NLI that 

was matched 3:1 = $21,000 by the 
Foundation, plus $5,000 for equipment. 
In addition, the Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation donated a 
bonus $4,000 after volunteers logged 
more than 400 hours and will donate an 
additional $2,000 after 100 volunteer 
hours are spent publicizing events and 
volunteer workdays. These funds were 
used to purchase a bird and insect 
survey, native seed, hand held brush 
cutter, and a batwing mower to mow 

invasive species and prepare fire breaks 
as well as supporting site stewardship. 
Laura Helmich, our Stewardship 
Technician, successfully hosted several 
stewardship events where volunteers had 
fun cutting invasive brush, pulling garlic 
mustard and taking out old interior 
fencing. Additional restoration efforts 
help ensure that our oak woodlands, 
savanna and prairie survive for future 
generations.  The project was begun in 
2021 and will be completed in 2022.
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The original 64.5 acres of Burr Oak 
Valley Preserve, located in Roscoe, 
Illinois, was donated to NLI in 1986 
by McCleary Industries and in 2013 
another 34.4 acres was donated to 
NLI by McCleary, Inc. so it would be 
protected from creeping development 
surrounding it. This special natural 
area includes oak woodlands and 
savannas, rolling hills, restored prairies 
and a rare, remnant grade C dry 
dolomite prairie (considered “best of 
kind”). It is home to four state-listed 
threatened or endangered species: 
downy yellow painted cup, kittentails, 

pale vetchling, forked aster and the 
Federally endangered Rusty-patched 
bumble bee. Prior to the designation, 
NLI staff worked for months with 
Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
(INPC) staff to prepare the necessary 
reports and information required for 
the Commission to consider it. We’re 
so pleased that the INPC approved 
this preserve as an Illinois State Nature 
Preserve and Nature Preserve Buffer 
in May of 2021, the highest legal 
protection status, so it can be protected 
forever. Now we call it Burr Oak Valley 
Nature Preserve.

Last year NLI started a 
partnership with Rockford 
Promise (see RockfordPromise.
org) as a way to encourage future 
conservation leaders. Rockford 
Promise provides scholars from 
underserved school districts full 
tuition college scholarships. It 
also supports those Scholars with 
robust community mentorships, 
strong academic advising and 
meaningful social connections 
to ensure they earn their degrees 
and jumpstart successful careers. 
With support from our donors, 
NLI provided 2 paid summer 

internships in 2021 to encourage 
the Scholars to pursue degrees 
in Natural Resources disciplines, 
from ecology to environmental 
engineering, botany to 
environmental advocacy.  The 
Rockford Promise Scholars that 
were hired in 2021 were Camila 
Rivera (East High School) 
and Kasey Aucutt (Guilford 
High School). They  worked 
throughout the summer with 
NLI stewardship staff to learn 
about land management and 
restoration, as well as wildlife 
monitoring.

Highest Level of Protection Established for Burr Oak Valley 
Nature Preserve in 2021

Encouraging Future Conservation Leaders

A spring view of the remnant grade C dry 
dolomite prairie at Burr Oak Valley Nature 
Preserve� Photo: Kim Johnsen

Camila Rivera Kasey Aucutt
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Fiscal Year 2021 Financial Summary
Assets

Cash��������������������������������������� $         896,554
Promises to Give�������������������������������������� 500
Prepaid Expenses��������������������������������� 22,247
Land Held for Preservation���������� 10,378,557
Conservation Easements���������������� 1,160,868
Buildings and Equipment����������������� 143,489
Receivables���������������������������������������� 763,741
Investments������������������������������������ 6,540,874

Total Assets� $19,906,830

Less
Payables���������������������������������� $         112,039
Unearned Revenue���������������������������� 584,182

Net Assets                            $19,210,609

Revenue and Expenses

Revenue
A) Contributions������������������� $         216,163
B) Grants������������������������������������������ 257,440
C) Investment Income���������������������� 126,019
D) Landholding and Management����� 97,659

                   $     697,281
E) Contributions�������������������� $      1,399,568
F) Grants���������������������������������������� 1,625,386
G) Investment Income���������������������� 649,717

   $  3,674,671

Expenses
H) Program Services�������������� $         796,685
I) Management and General��������������� 51,233
J) Membership and Fundraising��������� 11,042

                       $     858,960

Restricted & Designated

Unrestricted

Unrestricted

Natural Land Institute 9

Natural Land Institute
The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an 
enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illinois for 
people, plants and animals.
Our vision: We envision a world in which people recognize that 
we are a part of nature and act with the knowledge that our 
future depends upon preserving the natural systems that support 
all life on Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a 
private, 501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization 
based in Rockford, Illinois, which has protected more than 
18,000 acres of natural land in Illinois since 1958.

The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible 
contributions. To donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois  61104
Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org

Robert Clark, Rockton
   (starting in June)
John R. Cook, Belvidere
Adam Guarino, Machesney Park
Bill Hoff, Pecatonica
Ricardo Montoya Picazo,    

Rockford (starting in June)

Jennifer Nowicki, Freeport
Ashley Sarver, Rockford
Charlie Sturm, Rockford
Dan Swift, Rockford
Nancy Williamson, Village of 

Lakewood
Robert Young, Rockford

Staff:
Executive Director���������������������������������������������������������Kerry Leigh
Assistant Director����������������������������������������������������������Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship������������������������������������������Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing & Membership�������������������������� Kim Johnsen
Restoration Ecologist�����������������������������������������������Tyler Pellegrini
Administrative Specialist���������������������������������������� Jessica Formea
Facilities Maintenance���������������������������������������������������Kent Wolfe
Stewardship Technician�������������������������������������������Laura Helmich

Weekly Volunteer:
Administration��������������������������������������������������������Marianna Page

2021 Board of Trustees:
President��������������������������������������������������������������������Paul Baits
Vice President — through June�������������������������������� Linda Miller
Vice President����������������������������������������������������������Mark Luthin
Vice President — starting in June���������������������������Judy Barnard
Treasurer��������������������������������������������������������������������Jay Evans
Secretary��������������������������������������������������������������������Jon Duerr

Retiring Trustees June: Ed Eggers, Ray Ferguson, Linda Miller

Summary of audited financial 
statements. For financial statements 
audited by Wipfli, LLP, please visit

www.naturalland.org

FY 2021
Revenue

A B C D

EF

G

FY 2021
Expenses

H

I

J
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Thank You to Our 2021 NLI Members
Protectors of the Land 
($5,000 and above)
Anonymous
Gary and Judy Anderson
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Jon and Joy Duerr
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Marilyn Fulton Foundation
John and Colleen Holmbeck
John Knaus
Paul and Judy Letourneau
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Herb and Marianna Page
Ted Ross
Dan and Susan Swift
Keith Syfert and Linda Miller
Dave and Nancy Voss
Daniel and Barbara Williams

Stewards of the Land 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Larry and Donna Balch
Clare Bland
Mary Jo Brown
Jerry and Kathleen Busse
Jay and Jane Evans
Adam Guarino
William and Sally Hoff
Kent and Kathy Lawrence
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Joe and Sindy Micho
Greg and Karen Ruffner

Trustees of the Land 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Jim and Marion Applegate
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Ben Harding Family 

Foundation
Jared and Jennifer Boeke
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey 

Jens
Bernie and Cindy Buchholz
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Steve and Lisa Carter
Mary Caskey

Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Ray and Char Ferguson
Vincent Fidanza
Ken and Barb Hall
Helen Hill
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Elaine Hutchcroft
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Russ and Gin Johansson
Steve and June Keibler
Mark Keister and Sheryl 

Wolff
Mary Lou Lafler
Dan Loescher
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Nancy Maze
Eric Neubauer
Jerry Paulson
Shane and Janet Peterson
Bruce Ross-Shannon and 

Ruthe Falk
David Sacks
Bernard Schwartz and 

Charlotte Adelman
Bill and Julie Shippee
Paul and Carol Soderholm
Stephen Symes
Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Nancy Williamson and Steve 

Byers
Teresa Wilmot
Nancy Hamill Winter

Benefactor
($500 - $999)
Richard Benning
Alan Branhagen
Fred and Meg Bushnell
Leroy and Diane Busker
John and Sandra Carleton
Paul and Sue Christensen
Steve and Diane Clark
Daniel and Nancy Engel in 

honor of Joshua Engel and 
Redhill Birding

Steve and Diane Gleasman
Mark and Jill Grove

David Hansen
Ed and Sue Harney
LaVerne Harris
Jane Kerr
Susan Lacerra
Kerry Leigh and Jim 

Anderson
Dick Leighton
Ronald and Kathleen 

Mattison
Richard McCallister
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Randy and Jessie Mermel
Hope Moore
Bruce and Susan Peterson
William and Nancy Plate
Roger and Mary Reithmeier
Richard and Sandra Scott
Troy and Jill Skwor
Judy Snyder
Ed and Liz Stirling
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Beth Whitaker

Guardian
($250 - $499)
Anonymous
Nathan and Mayumi Aaberg
Dorothy Anderson
Carmen Argelli
LeRoy and Kathy Bach
Ellen Baker
James and Vickie Baker
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Rebecca Barak
Rick and Bonnie Barton
Joy Beckman
Brad Beile
Andrew and Jeanne 

Bergstrom
John Borchers
Gerard and Marie Bueche
Joe and Ann Chamberlain
Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Douglas Ecker
Nicole Eckstein
Sylvia Emerson
Marcelle Fahr
Dianne Feldt

Kay Fisher
Ed and Carol Foster
Brad and Susan Gilbaugh
Rita Haelman
Wayne and Virginia Hatwich
Janet Herbert-Verhaar and 

John Verhaar
Scott and Mary Hitchcock
Mark Jenssen
Curt and Kim Johnsen
Chip and Debbie Johnson
David and Anita Johnson
Thomas Jordan
Dan and Diane Kane
Howard and Lauren Knodle
Larry Konstant
Co Leber and Robert Mirgain
Ruth and Tom Little
Peter and Pam Lonsway
William Luhman
Tom McCullough
Don McFall
Virginia Meyer
Scott and Kelly Monson
Jerrold Moors
John Nash
John and Karin Nitiss
Richard and Luci Nora
David Paddock
Ronald Peterson
Ralph and Pam Prescott

John Rogner
Richard Schlobohm
David and Sue Schroepfer
Mark Shedd
Barbara and Jack Simon
David and Connie Sliktas
Mary Ann Smith
Gary and Teresa Sommers
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Jeffrey Stack and Kathryn 

Mielke
Cindy Skrukrud and Thomas 

von Geldern
Bill and Marijean Whitcher
David Wiemer
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel
Doug and Diane Wilson
Jim and Janet Wilson
Christopher Wrate
Robert Young

Protector
($100 - $249)
Anonymous
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Brad and Glenna Anderson
Denise Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Stephen and Mary Ann 

Anderson

Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Judy Barnard
Brian and Liz Barnes
Francie Barnes
William and Leah Baskin
Mark and Gill Batterman
John Beck
Roger Benedict and Paula 

Christensen
Rod and Wendy Bennett
“Valley Orchard
Raoul Bergersen”
Mary Blackmore
Marcia Blassage
Lisa Bleed and Mick Bleed-

Neal
Steve and Mardie Blomgren
Boone County Conservation 

Dist.
Joe Bove
Chris Burkhart
Tom and Cheryl Butler
Todd and Tara Cagnoni
Steve and Kathy Chapman
Gary and Debra Chessare
Marjorie and Roland Christen
Robert Clark and Cassi 

Paslick
Terri Clark
Mary Conley
Gordon and Sandra Conover
John and Marcia Cook
Alfred and Susan Cowan
Jim and Linda Curtis
Barry and Wendy Dahlberg
Ray and Darlene Davis
Sandra Deahn
John Defenbaugh
Roger Derix
Elizabeth Dickinson
Deb Dietz
Tim and Debby Dimke
Joe and Susan Drennan
Doug and Laura Dufford
Timothy and Eliza Earle
Gordon and Rose Eggers
Charles and Marge Elliot
Judy Emmett
Margaret EricksonFemale Ruby-throated hummingbirds

Photo: Tom Jordan
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David and Shari Fausel
Mary Rose Fillip
Richard Finch
Barry and Diane Fitz
Larry and Mary Lou 

Fitzpatrick
Frank and Barbara Flores
Loren and Jan Floto
John and Mary Ann Foster
Christopher Fye & Associates
Glen and Jean Gabel
Richard and Karen Gadke
Dick and Pam Gambrel
Sam Garst and Robin Kohles
George Gayle and Lois 

Calhoun
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Roberta Giblin
Anne Godin
James Godshalk and 

Marjorie Lundy
Roger and Carolyn Greenlaw
Andrew Gulya
Lori Gummow
Annette Hagerty
Brian Hale
Steven and Keiko Hall
James Hansen
Brett and Margret Hanson
Jeffrey Hedrich
Don and Marilyn Heneghan
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Ray and Nina Herzer
Gary and Darcy Hess
Spencer High
Luther and Janet Hill
Charles Hillebrand
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Richard and Jane Hoffman
Tom and Marline Holmes
Nancy Holstrum
Wanda Hoover
David Hougan
David and Cynthia House
Jean Howell
Kurt Hubbard
Dean Huisingh
Peggy Jencius
Joe and Barb Jirak
Amy Johnson
Cathy Johnson

Janet and Doug Johnson
Randy Johnson
Michael and Mary Chris 

Kalland
Dan and Susan Kasten
Paula Kehoe
Dan and Sandi Kelly
Jill Kennay
Bruce Kessler
Dr. Thornton Kline, Jr.
Barb Kober
Doug and Deb Kruger
Nancy Lamia
Elaine Lans
Ray and Deborah Lecuyer
Susan Lehnhardt
Diane Lichtenstein and 

Steven Diamond
Chuck and Michele Lind
Susan Lindsay-Jones
Dan and Julie Long
Rochelle Lurie
Kay MacNeil
Keith and Kathleen Magnus
Dr. Madhu Malladi
Tom and Nancy Mangan
Matt Markley
Don Mateer and Dawn 

Hallsten
Bruce and Mary Anne 

Mathwich
Karen Matz and John 

Skowronski
Elizabeth McCoy
Phil and Connie McIntosh
Cindy McIntyre
Carrie Meyer
Jim Miglin
Dawson Minsch
Steve and Janet Moore
Pam Mott
Beverly Neff
Mary Nemecek
Andy Newgren and Rebecca 

White Newgren
Deborah Newman
Northwest Illinois Audubon 

Society
Lynn Nybo
Randy Nyboer
Jerry and Diana Ogren

Karen O’Hayer
Joseph O’Sullivan
Betty Owano
Ron and Susan Panzer
Beth Parentice and Patrick 

Goeckner
Jan Pausteck
Allen and Ruth Penticoff
Chelsea Peterson
John Peterson
Jim and Lucy Pirages
Joseph and Barbara Pittman 

remembering ‘Walks with 
Wally’

Marjory and Gerald Rand
Jim and Kitty Rhodes
Kevin and Kim Rohling
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Ann and Dick Rundall
Ann Marie Santora
Ashley Sarver
John and Catherine 

Schafman
Stephen Schmaeng
Julianne Schmidt
Walter and Lana Schmitt
Jeffrey Schneider
Michael and Patty Schneider
Susan Schulze in honor of 

Uncle George Fell
Nancy Shade
Keith and Pamela Shaver
Laura Sjoquist and John 

Kaufmann
Lloyd Smith
Dr. Paul Sorensen
John and Barbara 

Spiritosantos
Zeke and Elba Stirlen
Rick and Susan Strader
Brad Suster
Richard and Michelle 

Swanson
Robert Szafoni
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Janis Thelen
Pablo Toral
Jack Tower
Katie Townsend
Mark van der Linden
Don and Kathleen Walker

Thomas and Karen Walsh
John and Susan Walt
Walter and Virginia Watson
Neita Webster
James Weichel
Richard and Kathleen Welch
Joylene Westphal
Fred and Mary Ann Wham
Whiteside Co. Soil and Water 

Cons. Dist.
Judith Wyatt
Lute Wyttenbach
David Zaber
Randolph Zimmerman

Supporting
($50 - $99)
Susan Adams and Gregg 

Schneider
Dean Almquist
Eric Anderson and Jamie 

Nelson
Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Baker
Richard Baldwin
Beverly Baxter
Ken Beach
Sarah Beauchamp
Brian Benjamin
Catherine Biagioli
Mark Blassage and Tara 

O’Leary
Mary Brady
Alyson Broman Conn
Steve and Cindy Bunk
Stephen and Mary Jane 

Burrell
Joe Capone
Taylor and Susan Carlin
Chris Chapman
Dorothy Cieskus
Dan and Bethany Conness
Greg and Lorna Cote
Amy Couillard
Ilene Dailey
Joe and Diane Dailing
Nancy Degnan
Phil Doncheck
Machelle Dopkins
Janell Drolsum
Janice Dunn and Alan 

Deaton
Wendy Edgington
Penny Fillmer
Ted and Rose Fisk
Graham and Fiona Fordyce
Andrew Fulrath
Vicki Funke
Jeff Gahris
Gary Garman
John and Carol Gerrond
Marilyn Goepfert

Reid Goodrich
James and Deborah Graham
Paul and Alberta Grossen
Kimberley Haag
Lisa Haderlein and Tom Cubr
Susan Heinke
Nancy Hoey
Klaus and Teri Hoffmann
Bill and Alice Howenstine
JoAnn Hudson
Scott and Karen Hulick
Donald Hyson
Robert Ivey
Monica and Jim Jenkins
Jamie Johannsen and Jeff 

Layng
Dan and Betsy Johnson
Del Johnson
Garnett Johnson
Lee and Lynda Johnson
Nita Johnson
Noelle Johnson
Lisa Jolly
Judith Joy
Noelle Kaushik
Terry and Marcee Keilback
Tim and Carolyn Keller
Pam Kindschi
Mary Kisamore
Curtis and Laurie Kleckler
Gary and Jeanne Kovanda

Blue mud dauber wasp and Monarch� Photo: Alan Mohring
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Wendell and Judy Kurr
John Larson
Pat Lawlor
Sandra Lee
Nels and Liz Leutwiler
Roger and Nancy Lundstrom
Susan Lytinen
Dave and Linda Martin
Pam May
Lora McClelland and Michael 

Simmons
John and Cindy McKee
Jill Medland
Suzette Merchant
Don and Sue Miller
Oliver and Anita Mitchell
Juliet Moderow
Gill Moreland
Denise Morgan
Andrew Morin
Don and Mary Kay Morrison
Louis Mule’
Toni Murray
Chris and Myles Nelson
Christine Nelson
Dennis Nemeth
Richard and Shirley 

Newsome
Judi and Terry Nichols
David and Linda Oldenburg

Ejner and Margo Pagh
Susan Palm Lynch
Nancy Perry
Barb Peterson
Douglas and Kathryn Pherigo
Kimatha Phillips
Charles and Diane Piper
Kelsey Pramik
Carolyn Rasmussen
Candy Ridlbauer
John and Gayle Risley
Linda Robertson and Katy 

Allen
Brad and Sue Roos
Elizabeth Roseman
Arnold and Kathy Rosen
Peter and Judy Rossi
Virginia Rous
John Rowley
Dave and Darlene Saam
Joan Sage
Audrey Salberg
Sandy Sarno
Kathy Scarpaci
Rena Schmidt
Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Karyn Schwitters
Kathryn and Brian Sewell
David and Jackie Shair
John and Ann Shallcross

Bob Shaw
Jim Shotliff
Jack and Terry Shouba
Kathleen Simms
John and Dawn Skupien
Lurane Slaght
Jeanne Smith
Linda Spickler
Paul and Carol Strand
Earl and Denise Thompson
Frank and Nina Thorp
James Tibensky
Lynne Townsend
Randy and Julie Trank
Joshua Tripp
Wendy Tumminello
Jim and Mary Vieregg
Ron and Lisa Weckerly
Chuck and Pat Wemstrom
Kenneth Wengert
Peggy Werner
Dan and Amy Wolf

Partner ($35 - $49)
B.J. Alexis
Ders Anderson
Lorene Benzel
Matthew and Tiara Bertrand
Chris Bielawski
Brian Bielema
Ilene Bindl
Phil and Kay Blair
Karen Blomgren
Thomas Brain
Drake Branca
Doug Brock
Scott Buckley
Billie Callahan
Ron Carlson
Charles Corley
Dave and Pamela Donahue
Dennis Dreher
Bonnie Duman and Stewart 

Schechter
Michael and Rhonda Eddy
Bill Evans
Gerald Firak
Kara Gallup
Marissa Giannangeli and 

Derek Nelson
Lynn Gibson

Elizabeth Godwin
Carlos and Eliana Gomez
Frances Gregorcy
Amy Hamilton
Jeffery Hawkins
Jackie Hickey
Jane Hicks
John Hockman
Ken and Kathleen Hodowanic
Janet Hoisington
Larry and Lois Holeton
Tamima Itani
Carla Jaffe
Lora Jumapao
Kevin Kaltenbach
Martin and Vonnie Kehoe
Dan Kenney
Jane Klep
Charlene and Alan Knudten
Jennifer Kuroda
Mark Lautenschlager
Janaan Lewis
Robert Lindvall
David Loveland
Diane Lyon
Jan MacLeod
Naomi Madden
Ron and Elsie Magnussen
Jim McFarlane
Jeanne McGowan
Neil McLaughlin
Richard and Kristine 

McMahon
Rich and Susan McMullen
Mark Meier
Mike Milburn
David Miller
John and Barb Miller
Gilbert and Sharon Mitchell
Sheri Moor
Bev Moore
John Nall
Ron Nelson
Linda Niemiec
Tom Oberg
Virginia S. Olson
Bradley Omanson
Mrs. Lawrence O’Neal
Craig Peterson
Dave Peterson
Daniel Pohl

Gloria Powell
Prairie Preservation Soc. of 

Ogle Co.
Dwayne Proctor
Susan Pugh
Christopher and Kim 

Reisetter
Anne Remington
Jacqueline Rheaume
Cassandra Rodgers
Kayse Rushford
Verna Schubert
Patricia Scott in memory of 

Ann Armstrong
Jamal Shafii
Vicki Stacy
Cynthia Staples
Barbara Steinke
Cindy Stenerson
Carrie Stralow
Larry Swanson
Julie Thompson
Fred and Kay Turk
Joe Van Barriger
Jim and Alison Vanderpoel
Steven and Joy Vee
Mario Villan
Bob and Sonia Vogl
John and Kim Vollmer
Greg Wahl
Dave Watts
Robert Wendt
Mark and Melissa West
Rep. Maurice West
Ann Whitney
Larry and Tess Wilke
Dusty Wilmuth
Sara Winter
Karen Witter
Lauretta Wolf
Jerrold Zar

Other
Rick Adams and Misty Bragg
Mike Blaisdell
Rebecca Brown
Craig Campbell
Cameron Carlson
Traci Crane
Damion and Elizabeth Davis
Valerie Davis

Kathleen Dixon
Greg Drzymkowski
Reuben Durr
Joe Etminan
Suzanne Falconer
Sarah Freriks
Shannon Glass
Rick and Dorothy Graton
Nancy Hatten
Alice Heath
Jahnai Hempstead
Rodger and Deena Hergert
Patrick Hickey
Joan Hocker
Kevin Holdmann and Lenae 

Weichel
Karen Huffman
Andy and Courtney Kaiser
Ruth Kelley
Sandra La Mont
Charlotte Larrison
Elizabeth Lindquist
Alfred Malloy
Dennis McFall
Misty Morris
Cathy Mueller
Nancy Olson
Adam Peterson
Tammy Peterson
Angelica Prosser
Sallyann Roberts
Susan Rogowski 
Susan Schumacher
Joe and Julie Scordato
Carrie Spitzmiller
John Suter
Crystal Swanson
Dan and Tammy Thompson
Carl Trank
Lynda Wallis
Karen Weedman

Corporate Council
Midwest Packaging and 

Container
NorthPointe Health & 

Wellness Campus
Sjostrom and Sons 

Foundation	
Specialty Screw Corp.

Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve� Photo: Jill Kennay
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Thank You to NLI 
Project Partners
Anonymous
Alfred & Ella Peterson 

Anderson Family 
Foundation 

Dorothy Baits
M.R. Bauer Foundation 
Black-Periman Foundation
Brubaker Charitable Trust
Community Foundation of 

Northern Illinois
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Forest Preserves of 

Winnebago County 
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family 

Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation 
Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources
Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation
John Knaus
Paul and Judith Letourneau 
Merrill Johnson Trust 
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Nicor Gas
Marianna and Herb Page
George and Mary Rabb 

Fund for Conservation
Roscoe Sportsman’s Club

Jack and Terry Shouba
The Nature Conservancy
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation
Dave and Nancy Voss

Thank You for 
Generous Donations 
for the Acquisition 
of the 357-acre Lost 
Flora Fen on Raccoon 
Creek
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Robert Nelson and Mary 

Ann Shellstrom Trust  

Gifts $5,000+
Anonymous
MR Bauer Foundation
Gary and Judy Anderson
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens
Steve and Diane Clark
Jon and Joy Duerr
George Gayle and Lois 

Calhoun
Paul and Judith Letourneau
Gordon and Linda Neese
Guy Reno Family Foundation
Ted Ross
Dan and Susan Swift
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation
Dave and Nancy Voss

Daniel and Barbara 
Williams

Gifts $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
David and Colleen 

Anderson Charitable 
Foundation

Jeffrey and Leah Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Kristin L. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Linda and John Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Tracy E. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

James and Marilyn 
Anderson	

Paul and Teri Baits	
Peter and Kris Baldo	
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Bruce Beneditz	
Bernie and Cindy Buchholz
Campbell Science	
Mary Conley	
Elizabeth Dickinson	
Timothy and Eliza Earle
Ed and Vicki Eggers	
Jay and Jane Evans	
Ray and Char Ferguson
Steve and Diane Gleasman
James Godshalk and 

Marjorie Lundy	
Jill Hertzing	
William and Sally Hoff	
Elaine Hutchcroft	
Becky Janopoulos	
Russ and Gin Johansson
John Knaus	
Dick Leighton	
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Matt Markley	
Judi and Terry Nichols	
Shane and Janet Peterson 

in honor of George and 
Barbara Fell

Greg and Karen Ruffner
Bill and Julie Shippee	
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Keith Syfert and Linda 

Miller	

Stephen Symes	
Robert Szafoni	
Mark Vanderpoel and Linda 

Coady	
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel	
Nancy Williamson and 

Steve Byers	
Lute Wyttenbach

Gifts up to $999
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Ders Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Jim and Marion Applegate
Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Alfeo Bari
Judy Barnard
Beverly Baxter
Brian Benjamin
Richard Benning
Andrew and Jeanne 

Bergstrom
Mary Blackmore
Karen Blomgren
Michael Cantlon
Mary Caskey
Robert Clark and Cassi 

Paslick
Jack and Lora Cook
John and Marcia Cook
Keith Copeland
John Defenbaugh
Roger Derix
Gail Derr
Dave Derwent
Gwen and Ron Deters
Diana Deutsch
Deb Dietz
Meryl Domina
Dave and Pamela Donahue
Daniel and Kirby Doyle
Jim Duhigg
Douglas Ecker
Mike and Deb Eickman
Chris and Jodi Erickson
Karl and Barbara Erickson
Albert Ettinger and Susan 

Lannin
Bill Evans

Barry and Diane Fitz
Loren and Jan Floto
Vicki Funke
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Larry and Colleen Gill
Ted and Janice Gill
Marilyn Goepfert
Rick and Dorothy Graton
Frances Gregorcy
Zach Grycan
Adam Guarino
Andrew Gulya
Steven and Keiko Hall
Brett and Margret Hanson
LaVerne Harris
Fran and Heather Harty
Gary and Darcy Hess
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Wanda Hoover
Katherine Hotchkiss
David Hougan
James Howlett
Kurt Hubbard
Robert Ivey
Garnett Johnson
Dan and Sandi Kelly
Jill Kennay
Mary Kisamore
Dr. Thornton Kline, Jr.
Lloyd and Diane Koch
Deb Kramar
Doug and Deb Kruger
Rosemary Kwilosz
Jeannine Langoussis
Susan Layng
Kerry Leigh and Jim 

Anderson
Diane Lichtenstein and 

Steven Diamond
Ruth and Tom Little
Ruth and Tom Little
Dan Loescher
Richard Luthin
Kay MacNeil
Tom and Nancy Mangan
Ann Martin
Julieanne and Erik Mason
Connie Matusiak
Pam May
Nancy Maze

Robert and Karen 
McCallister

Elizabeth McCoy
Don McFall
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Rich and Susan McMullen
Mark Meier
Philip and Janet Meyers
Ed Michael
Sheri Moor
Denise Morgan
Don and Mary Kay 

Morrison
Toni Murray
Charles Nixon
Richard and Luci Nora
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Randy Nyboer
Tom Oberg
Bruce and Paula Olson
Raylin Olson
Betty O’Neal
Marge Orchard
David Paddock
Rhonda Parsons
Jerry Paulson
Nancy Perry
Marty and Peggy Prickett
George Richeson
Virginia Rous
Jack and Robert Rowley
Russ Rudey
Sandy Sarno
Ashley Sarver
Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
Sheila Schoenfeld
Marilyn Schweitzer
Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Jose’ and Lois Seijo
Kathleen Simms
Barbara and Jack Simon
Stuart and Polly Smith
Dr. Paul Sorensen
Jackie Spelman
Linda Spickler
Jeffrey Stack and Kathryn 

Mielke
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Liz Stirling
Carrie Stralow
Charles Sturm

Collecting seeds at Fall Prairie Harvest Day
Photo: Jill Kennay
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Brad Suster
Larry Swanson
Ross Sweeny
Tim and Kate Tammen
Kerry Tatlow
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Sandra Tune
Steven and Joy Vee
Matthew Vincent
Randy and Dana Vincent
Garrett Waecker
Dave and Terry Walker
John and Susan Walt
William Walz
Owen Wavrinek
Richard and Jane Weigle
Chuck and Pat Wemstrom
Robert Wendt
Joylene Westphal
Bill and Marijean Whitcher
David Wiemer
Teresa Wilmot
Sara Winter
Dan and Laura Wyatt in 

memory and celebration 
of Barbara Fell

Robert Young

Thank you for 
Restoration Gifts for 
Lost Flora Fen on 
Raccoon Creek
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Arthur L. & Elaine V. 

Johnson Foundation
Virginia Meyer in honor of 

Suzette Merchant

2021 Donors to the 
Gordon G. Eggers 
Fund, an Endowment 
for the Nygren 
Wetland Preserve
Merle and Eunice Benning 

Living Trust *
Thomas Jordan
Pam Kindschi
Richard Luthin
Herb and Marianna Page *
Arthur and Susan Pearson

Gifts to the Gordon 
G. Eggers Fund in 
Memory of Georganne 
Eggers
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin 

Anderson
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Paul and Teri Baits
Peter and Ann Boline
Robert and Jane Burden
Taylor and Susan Carlin
Mary Caskey *
Christopher and Lindy 

Chinault
Joan Davis
Karla Drover and Jeff Jamar
Kay Dye
Ed and Vicki Eggers *
Gordon and Rose Eggers
Jay and Jane Evans *
Steven and Sherry Gorman
Cynthia Grantz
Roger and Carolyn 

Greenlaw
Bob and Marion Guirl
Allan and Frannie 

Heggblom
Joseph Hemlock
William and Sally Hoff *
Jack and Colleen Holmbeck
Janette Howard
Jim and Pam Keeling
Jill Kennay
Paul and Libby Knopp
Dick Leighton
Bob and Elizabeth Lind
Gloria Lundin
Roger and Nancy 

Lundstrom
Frank and Pamela Maggio
Kent and Marti Mallquist
Jim and Helen Millikin
William Nelson Family
Ruth Nicholas
Edwin and Deborah Okeson
Jerry Paulson
Wendy Perks-Fisher
Sarah Pippel Reinold
Rockford Garden Club
John Rundquist
Thomas and Karen Shifo

Mary Ann Smith
Scott and Suzanne Sullivan
Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Paula Turner
James Ward
Walter and Virginia Watson
David Weller
Mary Young
Gregory and Dimmis Zeigler

* indicates cumulative gifts or 
pledges to the Gordon G. Eggers 
Fund of $10,000 or more

Gifts to Support 
Rockford Promise 
Internships
Paul and Judith Letourneau
Denise Morgan
Jack and Terry Shouba
Dan and Susan Swift

Thank you for 
Donations for the 
Acquisition of the 
55-acre White Wood 
Ridge
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Robert and Beverly Beebe
John Knaus
Louis Mule’
Marianna and Herb Page

Thank you for 
Restoration Gifts for 
the William and Gayle 
Keefer Nature Reserve 
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Charles Anderson
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Caryl Barnes
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey 

Jens
Susan Busker
Michael Cieslak
Barry and Wendy Dahlberg
Sandra Deahn
Machelle Dopkins
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Sylvia Emerson

Gerald Firak
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Brett and Margret Hanson
Janet Herbert-Verhaar and 

John Verhaar
Luther and Janet Hill
Wanda Hoover
Kurt Hubbard
John and Karen Ippen
Dan and Diane Kane
Susan Lacerra
Paul and Judith Letourneau
Dan Loescher
Mark and Mary Madaus
Char and George Mayland
Lora McClelland and 

Michael Simmons
Don McFall
Tina Moseley
Dean Alan Olson 

Foundation
Jeff and Paula Parentice
Bruce and Susan Peterson
John Peterson
Ronald Peterson
Karol Rosman
Peter and Judy Rossi
Verna Schubert
Jack and Terry Shouba
Tyler’s Landscaping Service, 

Inc.
Eileen Sutter
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Rosemary Wubker
Lute Wyttenbach

Thank you so much 
for Gifts for Bell Bowl 
Prairie
Anonymous
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Caitlyn Baylor
Bob Bell
Sarah Charlesworth
Barbara Dolan
Polly Doyle
Jon and Joy Duerr
Kim Fisk
Kirk Garanflo
Rick and Dorothy Graton

Brett and Margret Hanson
Wayne and Virginia 

Hatwich
Richard Incelli
Tamima Itani
Margaret Jones
Linda Kane
Brandon Losey
Saga Luoma
Andy Newgren and 

Rebecca White Newgren
Janelle Pitula
Plantaholics Garden Club
Marjorie Slocum
Sarinya Srisakul
Liz Stirling
Keith Syfert and Linda 

Miller
Tonya Thayer
Julie Voelker Schumann
Chuck and Pat Wemstrom

Donations for Nygren 
Wetland Restoration
Campbell Science
John and Marcia Cook
Sylvia Jean Doyle’s Estate
Thomas Jordan
Lake Summerset 

Association
Ruth and Tom Little
Greg Maze

Gordon and Linda Neese
Charlie Nowicki
David and Martha Pippitt
Bruce Ross-Shannon and 

Ruthe Falk
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
Cael Walicki
Betty Weeks
Wild Ones Rock River Valley 

Chapter

Thank you to 
Members Who 
Donated to our Year 
End Appeal for the 
Purchase of a Truck 
for Stewardship Work
Anonymous in memory 

of Leonard and Marcia 
Gorsegner

Jon and Tammy Aldrich
Jedd and Dawn Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann 

Anderson	
Bill and Mary Anne Ax	
Paul and Teri Baits	
Mark Beesley and Sharon 

Shipp	
Steve and Mardie 

Blomgren	
Mary Brady	

Solitary Sandpiper� Photo: Alan Mohring
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Elizabeth Brewer	
Dorothy Cieskus	
Greg and Lorna Cote	
Ilene Dailey	
Sandra Deahn	
Janell Drolsum	
George and Mary English
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Chris and Jodi Erickson
Bill Evans	
John and Mary Ann Foster
Vicki Funke	
Elizabeth Gibby and Barrie 

Carter Gibby	
Anne Godin	
James Godshalk and 

Marjorie Lundy	
Reid Goodrich	
Paul and Alberta Grossen
Andrew Gulya	
Brett and Margret Hanson
LaVerne Harris in memory 

of Kay Harris  
Luther and Janet Hill	
Paul and Linda Hoefert
James Howlett	
Kurt Hubbard	
Donald Hyson	
Garnett Johnson	
Lee and Lynda Johnson
Erin Kuhl	
Jeannine Langoussis	
Ryan Lovejoy	
Fred and Faye Marcus	
Matt Markley	
Pam May	
Greg Maze	
Sheila McCabe	
Elizabeth McCoy	
Mark Meier	
Joe and Sindy Micho	
Jim Miglin	
David Miller	
Tom Oberg	
Raylin Olson	
Russ Rudey in memory of 

Richard A. Rudey
Drs. Roger and Pamela 

Schmidt	
Patricia Scott in memory of 

Ann Armstrong

David and Jackie Shair	
Tyler’s Landscaping Service, 

Inc.	
Nancy Story	
Joe Swierkosz in honor of 

Mom and Dad
Stephen Symes	
Janis Thelen	
Chuck and Pat Wemstrom
Kenneth Wengert	
Christopher Wise

Gifts to Support 
the Water Control 
Structure Projects at 
the Nygren Wetland
Eric and Becky Baeverstad 

in honor of Anne Meyer
Roger and Carolyn 

Greenlaw
Andrew Gulya	
Barb Kober	
Gill Moreland	
Allen and Ruth Penticoff
Joan Sage	
Dave and Nancy Voss	
Teresa Wilmot

Thank you for 
Donations for 
Burr Oak Valley 
Restoration
Charles and Prudy Harker
Gordon and Linda Neese
Logan Scott

Dana Williams and Joel 
Rennich supported 
Pollinator Projects

Family Nature 
Adventures Grantors 
and Sponsors
Brubaker Charitable Trust
Grand Victoria Foundation
Kiwanis Charities
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Northern Regional 

Groundwater Protection 
Planning Committee

State Bank of Davis
Studio GWA

Taylor Creek Restoration 
Nurseries

Employer Matching 
Gift Programs
Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
EarthShare
Exelon CyberGrants
General Mills
Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
ThermoFisher Scientific

Thank You to Our
In-Kind Donors
Anonymous - Kawasaki 

Mule, torch kit, arc welder 
and supplies, brush cutter, 
pole saw, toolbox cabinet 
and hand tools

Dorothy Anderson donated 
a gas-powered golf cart

Lee Bach provided a 
chainsaw for trail 
maintenance at the 
Nygren Wetland

John and Marcia Cook 
gave 2 pairs of binoculars

Dion Faith provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Silver Creek 
Woods

David Holman produces 
GIS-based maps for NLI 
preserves

Chad Hoover provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Silver Creek Woods

Martin Kehoe provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Burr Oak Valley 
Preserve

Joe Micho provided 
equipment for restoration 
at Burr Oak Valley 
Preserve

Gordon and Linda Neese 
provided equipment for 
stewardship projects

Joe Petrow provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Silver Creek 
Woods and the Foss Farm

Josh Prenot provided 
equipment for clearing 
trees at the Foss Farm

Bill and Julie Shippee gave 
92 cedar fence posts and 
metal farm gates

Tyler’s Landscaping Service, 
Inc. plowed NLI’s office 
driveway and parking 
area all winter

Gifts in Honor:
Hilit Kravitz in honor of	

Jane Albukerk
Sean Dolan in honor of 

Joseph Dolan
Jennifer Diehl in honor of 

Bill Fruin
Scot Beckenbaugh in 

tribute to cousins Anita 
and Dave Johnson

Michael and Patty Schneider 
in honor of Don Miller

Margaret Wilson in honor 
of Mary Nemecek

Daniel Oberg in honor of 
Tom Oberg

Nicholas Fassl-honoring 
Rebecca Quirk and Jason 
Peckles

Gifts in Memory:
Stephen Schmaeng 

donated in memory of 
Judy Anderson 

Robin Souhrada	
gave in memory of Gil 
Beamsley

Luke Kramer gave in memory 
of Keith Blackmore

Jay Baker donated in 
memory of John D. 
Brubaker

Rick and Dorothy Graton 
and Susan Schulze gave in 
memory of Abigail Carter, 
niece of George Fell

Susan Lacerra gave in 
memory of Verna Clark 

Cheryl Strickland gave in 
memory of Sylvia J. Doyle 
(Pagel)

John Nash Family donated 
in memory of Pamala 
Herdklotz

Timothy Krause gave in 
memory of Jerry Krause 

Suzette Merchant and Bill 
and Sally Hoff gave in 
memory of Blanche Kraut

Gilbert and Sharon Mitchell 
donated in memory of 
Sharon Lee Mitchell

Rita Haelman gave in 
memory of Gerald Rilling

Peter and Judy Rossi gave 
in memory of Donald Tyler

Memorial Gifts in 
Honor of Veronica 
“Bunky” Gayle
Carolyn Bailey
Taylor and Susan Carlin
Elizabeth Dickinson
Ben and Mary Healy
Karen Hertel
John and Colleen Holmbeck
David and Anita Johnson
Susan Lacerra
Chuck and Michele Lind
Mark Lundstrom
Bruce and Mary Anne 

Mathwich
John Nash
Mary Ann Nielsen
Chuck and Judith Picus
Dick and Trudy Reynolds
Joseph Shireman
Susan Sundquist
Mary Trevillian
John and Maxine Wendell 

Donations in Memory 
of Ron Goepfert
Margie and Richard Deiter
Marilyn Goepfert
Tyler and Christina 

Gouchenour

Northern Illinois Rifle and 
Pistol Club

Savant Capital, LLC
Dennis and Sherry Scheider

Gifts in Memory of 
Anne Meyer for the 
Nygren Wetland 
Preserve
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Daniel and Kirby Doyle
Allan and Frannie 

Heggblom
David and Anita Johnson
Jim and Pam Keeling
Naomi Madden
Carrie Meyer
Karl Meyer
Fred and Lois Muehlfelder
Gordon and Linda Neese
Donald and Peggy Northrop
Jerry Paulson
Dick and Trudy Reynolds
Judy Rodgers
Keith and Pamela Shaver
John and B.A. Statdfield
Keith Syfert and Linda 

Miller
Richard and Jeanine Wang
Miriam Warrner
Walter and Virginia Watson
Mary Young

Gifts in Memory of
Jo Nash
Lyn Graves
William and Sally Hoff
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Suzette Merchant
Aileen and Eric Nelson
Scott Riplinger

Families of George 
Harnish, Mary Poor 
and Barbara Schmidt
planted trees in the Honor 

Grove at the Nygren 
Wetland in memory of 
their loved ones.
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atural Land Institute and 
Severson Dells Nature Center 
planned and co-hosted the 

2021 Wildflower Walkabout Series 
from the end of April through the end 
of June. In person tours resumed in 
2021 after doing virtual video tours 
in 2020. Ten weekly walkabout hikes 

were scheduled at natural areas in 
Boone, Winnebago and Ogle Counties 
led by two guides. Online registration 
was required for the free hikes with a 
maximum of 20  people per Walkabout 
to allow for social distancing and to 
make it easier to hear the tour guide. 
Thank you to the volunteers and staff 

who led the hikes and our partner 
organizations including: Boone County 
Conservation District, Byron Forest 
Preserve District, Forest Preserves of 
Winnebago County, Rockford Park 
District and North Central Illinois 
Ornithological Society.

N
Photo: Jill KennayTyler Pellegrini (NLI’s Restoration Ecologist) led the Wildflower Walkabout at Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature 

Preserve in June, 2021.
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Photo: Jessie Crow MermelPasqueflowers, like these, grow in the early spring at Bell Bowl Prairie.
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Community Outreach and Engagement
Virtual Events Provide Experiences with Nature
NLI’s Education Committee hosted Virtual Book Discussions 
on Zoom on March 9 (The Omnivore’s Dilemma) and on 
April 28 (Natural Voices: Celebrating Nature With Opened 
Eyes).  Thank you to Laura Sjoquist who led the discussion 

on March 9 and to Christine Swanberg, City of Rockford 
Poet Laureate, who led the discussion about NLI’s nature 
themed poetry and prose anthology on April 28 as a way to 
celebrate National Poetry Month.

The 2021 Family Nature Adventures 
event was held as a virtual program from 
June 23 - August 11.

The writing learning video encouraged 
kids to write about their experiences 
exploring nature. Nine year-old River 
Weston dictated this lovely poem to her 
mother:

I like to fly up above the world
and go to a secret house.
I am a red bird
and
I like to eat worms.
and
Sometimes I fly up the world
and
go everywhere
I like to lift myself high
in a tree.
     –by River Weston

Kids and families were encouraged to 
watch a nature or arts themed video 
on the NLI website and do an activity 
related to the video topic in their 
backyard or a nearby park. They were 

asked to submit anonymous answers to 
questions and some of the responses were 
quite interesting and entertaining…and 
honest.

One person said, “We hope this is okay, 
but we went on a monarch hike instead 
of making a butterfly. We chose this 
option because we knew where some 
milkweed was located. We ended up 
seeing one monarch butterfly, as well 
as smaller orange and black butterflies. 
They did not have the black outline 
on the wings so we didn’t think they 

were monarchs. In total we saw nine 
butterflies at the patch of milkweed.” Yes, 
this was ok! We love that the activities 
gave families a reason to get outside and 
become more observant about their 
natural surroundings.

It was the first year the event was 
available in English and Spanish. Kids 
were asked to do at least six of the 14 
videos/activities to receive a Junior 
Naturalist Badge and Certificate.

Family Nature Adventures inspires the 
next generation of young people to 
protect the land, plants, animals, water 
and air in their community.

You can find the library of 28 learning 
videos from 2020 and 2021 on the 
NLI website to watch them and do 
the activities anytime:  https://www.
naturalland.org/familynatureadventures/

Thank you to all of the individuals and 
community organizations that hosted 
the learning videos and thank you to all 
of the grantors and sponsors (see sponsor 
and grantor names on page 15).

Siblings, River and Alex Weston, explored
a woodland trail together.
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Inspiring the Next Generation

Photo: Annette Weston
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Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB Standards for Charity 
Accountability and was awarded the recognition as a BBB 
Accredited Charity. Visit the BBB website for more information 
at: http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-reviews/internal/
charity-90006838/.

Thank You for Supporting NLI
Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland Preserve, 

Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve, Burr Oak Valley Preserve, 
Silver Creek Woods Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve

Twitter:	 NLI 1958

Instagram:	 NLI 1958

Tumblr:	 Natural Land Institute

YouTube:	 Natural Land Institute

Linkedin:	 Natural Land Institute

TikTok:	 Natural Land Institute

We want to connect with
you on Social Media

You Can Save Natural Land
NaturalLand.org

Did you know we have an app 
for the Dianne Nora Nature Trail 
at Nygren Wetland Preserve? 
Go to your app store to get it or 
use your QR reader to find it on 
your app store. It only costs 99 
cents and can provide hours of 
virtual learning and enhance 
your physical visit to any trail 
in the app.

Become a member of the Natural Land Institute today and join with 
others committed to saving the natural areas in our region. 

Your tax-deductible donation will provide vital support and entitle you to 
benefits that include mailed newsletters, email news updates, invitations to 
events, permission to visit private preserves and more. 

Fill out the membership form below and mail it to the NLI office with your 
gift to Natural Land Institute, 320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL  61104.
For more information call 815/964-6666 or email: info@naturalland.org.

Clip and mail in with your membership gift

Charge my:  o Visa   o MasterCard   o Discover

Annual Membership Levels
o $20 Student
o $35 Partner
o $50 Supporting
o $100 Protector

o $250 Guardian
o $500 Benefactor
o $1,000 Trustee of
     the Land

o Other $
o My check is
     enclosed

Card No.                                           Exp:� Sec. Code 

Name

Address

City/ST/Zip

Phone� Cell

Email Address

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving 
program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

Schnucks’ eScrip/Rewards Card
We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the Schnucks eScrip 
card program where they give back to the community a percentage of 
what you spend in the store if you choose Natural Land Institute as 
your charity. Thank you to everyone who gives to NLI through the 
eScrip program.

Stewardship Volunteers
Thank you to the 130 volunteers who provided more than 1,900 
hours of land stewardship and restoration service at Nygren Wetland 
Preserve, Burr Oak 
Valley Nature Preserve, 
William & Gayle Keefer 
Nature Reserve, Silver 
Creek Woods Preserve 
and Howard D. Colman 
Dells Nature Preserve.
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Help Protect Nature
Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org

320 S. Third Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: 815/964-6666
E-mail: info@naturalland.org
www.NaturalLand.org
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Fall Events
Fall Prairie Harvest Day

Free. Community Service Opportunity.
Sat., Oct. 1, 2022 — 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, Ill.

Collecting seeds at Fall 
Prairie Harvest Day is fun 
for all ages. Individuals, 
families and groups are 
welcome! Seeds will be 
used in future prairie 
plantings at NLI preserves. 
Start anytime and work as 
long as you like during the 
event hours of 9 AM – 12 
PM. Snacks and water will 
be provided. Dress for the 
weather and wear sturdy 
shoes.

OAKtober Hike 
Sat., Oct. 29, 2022 — 1:30 p.m.

Admission: $5 for non-members, $10 per family (includes a one-time 6 
month introductory membership), Free for NLI members.

Location/Parking: Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, located across from 
Cross and Crown Lutheran Church, 7404 Elevator Rd., Roscoe, Illinois. 
Limited parking on site with parking also available at the church.

Celebrate OAKtober — Oak Awareness Month in Illinois with Natural 
Land Institute as 
staff lead groups on 
a hike through the 
rolling hills of prairies 
and woodlands of 
this private preserve. 
Moderate to difficult 
level hiking. Dress for 
the weather and wear 
sturdy shoes or boots.

Get a first-hand look at the impact of restored 
oak savannas and the special plants found 
in the remnant prairie when you attend the 
OAKtober Hike.

Photo: Jessie Crow
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Children as young as 2 and 3 years old can be 
a part of helping nature by collecting seeds at 
Fall Prairie Harvest Day. Two NLI staff members 
brought their children to participate at last 
year’s event: Hadley Pellegrini (L) and Ethan 
Formea (R).

Register for these events online at www.NaturalLand.org or call 815-964-6666 by the day before each event.


