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aving the Bell Bowl Prairie 
has been quite a journey this 
past year. We recently had the 

one year anniversary of filing the 
lawsuit to stop the construction, and 
so much has happened since then. 
There has been a huge groundswell 
of public involvement by citizens not 
just locally, but across Illinois and the 
country. The fact that this ancient, 
8,000 year old gravel prairie remnant 
is slated to be destroyed with a road 
running through it has captured 
people’s imagination. More than 
100,000 people and organizations 
signed a petition, there have been 
more than a hundred stories in local, 
state and national press, TV, radio 
and journals about the prairie.  It was 
the cover story in this fall’s National 
Wildlife Magazine!  
Schoolchildren across the state have 
sent our local and state politicians 
postcards. Many, many people 
have created amazing art and songs 
about the prairie and the Rusty-
patched Bumble Bee. The Chicago 
Chamber Choir, in a production 
called Sumptuous Planet, performed a 
piece composed by Ayanna Woods, a 
professional musician and performing 
artist, called Prairie Smoke, evoking 
the sounds of the prairie, the insects, 
and birdsongs. It was very moving.

Some of 
the prairie 
was already 
destroyed 
before we were 
made aware of 
the bulldozers. 
Many have 
asked, why 
didn’t we know? There are many 
reasons for this, yet we now need to 
continue to move forward. Moving 
forward means continuing to be 
the voice for the prairie. And it is 
expensive. We continue to do our day 
to day work, with your support, and 
continue our work to protect the bee 
and an ancient, very special place.
The old paradigm of either nature 
or development has now shifted, as 
there are so many incredible design 
solutions, ways of saving the prairie 
and simultaneously having the airport 
expansion. All it takes is a will; a will 
to be creative, a will to value what 
little we have left, and a will to find 
solutions. The airport can apply for 
federal grants to cover their expenses 
and bring in those dollars to the 
region. Let’s think creatively together 
so the airport is no longer wasting 
taxpayer money on lawsuits. 
We are grateful to all of our partners 
supporting this work, and to you, 
our supporters and donors. We are 
hopeful, and plan on continuing to 
be the voice of the prairie. We are 
committed to George Fell’s vision of 
protecting natural land and will do 
whatever it takes, and we know that 
you support us in this endeavor.

The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to 
create an enduring legacy of natural land in 
northern Illinois for people, plants and animals. 

Our Vision: We envision a world in which people 
recognize that we are a part of nature and act 
with the knowledge that our future depends upon 
preserving the natural systems that support all life 
on Earth.
The Natural Land Institute, an accredited 
conservation land trust, is based in Rockford, 
Illinois, and has protected 18,000 acres of natural 
land in Illinois since 1958. NLI’s current service 
area covers twelve counties: Winnebago, Boone, 
northern DeKalb, Ogle, Lee, Bureau, Henry, 
Rock Island, Whiteside, Carroll, Jo Daviess and 
Stephenson Counties.

NLI preserves forests, prairies and wetlands 
for native plants and animals, restores habitat for 
wildlife, protects rivers and streams for fish and 
other aquatic species, educates people about their 
part in nature, and provides opportunities to enjoy 
natural areas.

The NLI is a 501(c)3, not-for-profit organization 
supported by tax deductible contributions. To 
donate, contact: 

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street, 
Rockford, Illinois 61104

Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org.
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and other volunteers, 
as well as Friends of 
Illinois Nature Preserves 
and NLI staff manned a 
booth at Boone County 
Fair for six days to talk 
to people about Bell 
Bowl Prairie. Getting a 
photo taken with the 
giant Rusty-patched 
bumble bee was part of 
the fun, too. Kerry Leigh, Executive Director
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LI is honored to be part of the 
Illinois Working Lands, Water 
and Wildlife Conservation 

Partnership. This is a collaborative 
public-private partnership led by The 
Conservation Fund, and supported by 
USDA NRCS’s Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP). All 
projects address inadequate habitat for 
wildlife species, water quality concerns 
including excess field nutrient and soil 
loss, and long-term farmland protection.

Why This Partnership Matters: 
Over a million acres of Illinois farmland 

has been lost since 1992. Natural 
areas are highly fragmented and 
our vulnerable wildlife species need 
connected habitat to thrive. Cost-
effective solutions such as an Agricultural 
Land Agreement (otherwise known as 
an easement) and Conservation Practices 
are voluntary conservation actions by 
private landowners that help with this 
connectivity.

How It Works:
Agricultural Land Easement - where 
the land stays in private ownership and 
control, with a permanent easement 

recorded with the deed that limits non-
agricultural development. Payment from 
the sale of an easement can be used by 
the farmer to reinvest in the farming 
operation, pay off loans, support a 
generational land transfer, purchase 
more land, or provide cash-in-hand.

Land Management Incentives — where 
farmers create a Conservation Plan for 
their farm that meets their goals, and 
allows for both technical and financial 
assistance to install conservation 
practices that improve water quality and 
provide wildlife habitat on their farms.

N
Photo provided by The Conservation Fund

Partnering for Soil Health
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rothers John and Robert 
Carleton have had conservation 
agreements (otherwise known 

as conservation easements) with 
NLI on a portion of their land since 
2006. This year, with a grant from the 
Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, they were able to put 
the remainder of their land into 
conservation agreements next to NLI’s 
Conklin Preserve which now protects 
380 acres of this beautiful piece of the 
Pecatonica River floodplain forest. This 
380 acres is also part of a much larger 
complex along the river of bird and 
animal habitat. 
It is part of an area known to house seven 

threatened and endangered species. 
There are likely many other species 
of concern that utilize this important 

habitat corridor. The Pecatonica River 
corridor makes for some of the best wild 
bird habitat in the county and is home to 
more than 100 species of birds.
Protecting land within this important 
river corridor has been a priority, and 
we are grateful to the Carletons for their 
vision that preserves our clean water, 
clean air, and holds floodwaters and 
carbon in the soil.  John and his brother, 
Robert, will continue restoring forest 
health to release desirable trees from 
being choked out by invasive species, and 
for growth and regeneration of Bur Oak, 
Pin Oak, Post Oak, Bitternut Hickory, 
Sycamore, and River Birch and all the 
creatures that they support.

B
Visionary Brothers Protecting Our Future

Photo: Rebecca Olson
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hank you to our many funders 
who have contributed to 
these two projects over the 

last couple of years. We have been busy 
behind the scenes working to get the 
projects done.  With your support, 
we were able to engage McMahon 
Engineers|Architects to prepare the 
schematic design. We then used this 
preliminary design to approach the 
local Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) office to get permission 
to do the project.  We needed their 
permission because we have a Wetlands 

Reserve Program (WRP) easement 
from them on the preserve. The design 
of the larger project is configured to give 
us maximum control over managing the 
water for optimum habitat conditions 
for the birds and other creatures in the 
wetland. Our engineers then prepared 
a Joint Permit Application that was 
submitted to the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. This permit is currently in 
review while the engineers complete the 
final design. 

Yikes!....and the good news! Installing 
the larger project will be in excess of 
$90,000, but because we have the WRP 
easement on the preserve, the NRCS 
will be covering all of those costs! This 
is really good news, and we hope to have 
these projects completed by the end 
of the summer of next year. It has been 
quite a journey and we are grateful for 
your patience. We will be able to use the 
remainder of your funds to complete 
the other project where the wetlands 
drain into Raccoon Creek. Thank you, 
everyone!

Nygren Wetland’s Water Control Projects — An Update

T

any years ago, the Illinois 
Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) asked 

NLI to purchase the Milan Bottoms 
Preserve for them until they were in 
a position to take it on. At the time, 
several Foundations supported this 
acquisition. For 14 years NLI and its 
partners have managed this lovely and 
important 94 acre floodplain forest 
with access to the backwaters of the 

Mississippi River.  Milan Bottoms is a 
large, biologically rich floodplain forest 
area in Rock Island County. The site 
boasts habitat for several Illinois listed 
species, where bald eagles live and 
thrive.  It also contains diverse wetland 
ecosystems important to migratory 
waterfowl and wildlife species.  It is 
an important part of a large natural 
area complex of 3,500 acres owned 
by several agencies including the U.S. 

Fish & Wildlife Service and the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 
This year, the IDNR finally purchased 
this Preserve from us with a deed 
restriction to protect it in perpetuity. 
We are using the proceeds from the 
sale partially to invest in our Lands 
Owned Stewardship Endowment Fund 
and partially to fund future natural 
lands acquisitions.

M
Saying a Bittersweet Goodbye to an Old Friend

Photo: Curt Johnsen
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LI has been fortunate to 
have been a partner in the 
development of the City of 

Rockford’s Keith Creek Watershed Plan 
and the Stephenson County Winneshiek 
Creek Watershed Plan, both funded by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency (IEPA) through their Section 
319 grant program.  

Winneshiek Creek 
This watershed is located in an 
agricultural community and was 
developed with grassroots farmer’s input 
to assist with cleaning polluted waters.

Keith Creek
This creek flows through a highly 
urbanized area that suffers from 

repeated flooding. 

The development of these plans unlocks 
further IEPA funds to do projects 
that are identified in the plans.  These 
communities can then create greenways, 
stream re-meandering, and reduce 
flooding.

Connecting With Nature In 
Neighborhoods
Both of these projects also encourage 
development of habitat within these 
stream corridors, and we see further 
partnering opportunities as these habitat 
projects are identified. Pollinator, 
and especially corridor habitat for 
monarchs, turtles and birds to support 
core protected habitat will be a priority 
for NLI. We also see that in both the 
agricultural and urban watersheds, 
there is an opportunity for more 
people to connect with nature in their 
neighborhoods as projects are developed 
and access is improved.

N
Planning with Friends!

his year NLI started to plan 
for the future of conservation 
in our region. We want to 

hear from you, what is important to 
you. We started out by working with 
our committees to identify a vision and 
some broad themes and goals for what 
NLI wants to prioritize for the next 
few years. Now we are taking some of 
those ideas out to you, in the form of a 
survey, to find out what matters most 
to you. 
We have been looking at some major 
themes: landscape scale conservation 
and habitat connectivity; biological 
diversity and the health of our 
natural world; water quality and the 

fragmentation of our natural water 
systems including our drinking water 
and our streams and rivers; identifying 
areas that are resilient to the changes 
they are experiencing; as well as who 
can access, and how they can access 
nature for their health and well-being. 
We are building goals and seeking to 
understand the barriers to achieving 
those goals.
Please take the survey before the 
beginning of January to add your voice 

to our future plans for conservation. 
The link for the survey is:
https://questionpro.com/t/AWnt2ZvVi5
It will only take 15 minutes for you 
to help guide a healthy and resilient 
environment where we can have a 
thriving and abundant future.

T
Our Future, What Will Conservation Look Like?
You Can Help!

Photo: Jim Johannsen

A - NATURALIZED CREEK CHANNEL
B - MULTIUSE PATH
C - PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES
D - STREET ART
E - OVERLOOKS
F - RESTORED NATIVE PLANTS

G - CRUSHED STONE PATHS
H – NATIVE SHADE AND ORNAMENTAL TREES
I – PICNIC AND PERFORMANCE LAWNS
J – MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS/ADVENTURE COURSE
K – GATHERING NOODLES

KEY

Use your phone 
camera to find the 
survey link here.

This Churchill Park map is by The Lakota Group and is part of the the Keith Creek Watershed Plan developed by The 
Lakota Group, Studio GWA, Strand & Associates, and Hey & Associates with support from a grant administered by 
Region 1 Planning Council.
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he potential destruction 
of the Bell Bowl Prairie 
at the Chicago Rockford 

International Airport has brought to 
light how little protection we have for 
our existing natural areas, especially 
with the 21st century challenges before 
us. The federal Endangered Species 
Act does not protect habitat, and the 
remaining fragments of our natural 
world identified by the Illinois Natural 
Areas Inventory (INAI) as high quality 
natural areas also have no protections. 
Even with the 30 x 30 worldwide, 

federal and state initiative to protect 
30% of our natural lands and waters by 
2030, many state agencies do not have 
the capacity to tap into that federal 
funding in a meaningful way either for 
themselves or as pass through to their 
partners. Our state private foundations 
have also stopped or are scaling back 
their funding of land and easement 
acquisition.

With those sad realizations, I attended 
the Land Trust Alliance (LTA) 
Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C. in 

May. There I advocated with our state 
representatives on Saving Bell Bowl 
Prairie and other INAI sites, exploring 
funding options and other legislative 
protection options as well as advocating 
for our LTA conservation priorities. 
Many in our state see that there has to 
be a different way, a new solution. To 
that end we have formed a statewide 
group to research and advocate for 
state funding for conservation to make 
Illinois the more beautiful world we 
know it can be.

Challenges to Making Illinois
a More Beautiful World

Brubaker Charitable Trust
Grand Victoria Foundation Operating Grant
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF) Aquisition and 

Stewardship of White Wood Ridge Farm 
ICECF Conservation Planning Grant
ICECF Acquisition of Carleton Conservation Easements
ICECF Amenities Grant for Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek for Parking and 

Trails

ICECF Amenities Grant for Lind-McGeachie Preserve for Parking and Trails
Hamill Foundation Award to the Lands Owned Stewardship Endowment 

Fund
Johnson Foundation Grant for Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek restoration
Illinois Department of Resources (IDNR) Natural Areas Stewardship Grant 

for equipment
IDNR Pheasant Habitat Grant for Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek seed
Nicor Gas Environmental Stewardship Grant

Grants Received This Year

T
By Kerry Leigh, NLI Executive Director

Kerry Leigh, standing fourth from right, met with Legislators in Washington D.C. in May along with 
other Land Trust Alliance members.

Photo provided by Land Trust Alliance



ield Staff with NLI had a rare 
opportunity this spring to 
assist the Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
with surveys for the rare four-toed 
salamander. The four-toed salamander is 
listed as a threatened species in Illinois. 
Populations had been found on IDNR 
properties near a few of our preserves so 
we spent a few days searching some of 
our sites for the appropriate habitat for 
this elusive amphibian. 

They need seepy, peaty wetland 
areas with moss covered hummocks 
surrounded by still water. The female 
lays her eggs under the moss in the 
spring so that when the larvae hatch 
they fall directly into the water below. 
The female guards her eggs until they 
hatch, and that’s the best time to go 
looking for them. We very carefully 
peeked under the moss, looking for the 
egg masses hidden below. 

Initial searches turned up no 
salamanders, so we visited an IDNR site 
with known populations so we could 
see the salamanders with their eggs and 
know exactly what types of habitat we 
should be looking for. While we have 
not found these rare salamanders on 
any of our preserves yet, the search 
continues! 

Why do we care? 
Salamanders are very sensitive to a 
change in their environment and are 
considered “environmental indicators.” 
Four-toed salamanders are especially 
important in helping us learn about 
forest ecosystems. 

Photo: Laura Helmich

Photo: Laura Helmich

The four-toed salamander is in the family Plethondontidae, the lungless salamanders. Lungless 
salamanders breathe through their skin or through membranes in their mouth. The adult salamanders are 
small; only 2-4 inches in length. They get their name by having four toes on their hind feet instead of the 
normal five.

A four-toed salamander and its eggs.

The Search for the Four-Toed Salamander

F

Land Stewardship

By Laura Helmich, NLI’s Stewardship Technician

Fun Fact:
The word “salamander” comes from 
the Greek word for “fire lizard.” 
Salamanders often make their homes 
in logs. As ancient people threw logs 
into a fire, the salamanders would 
run out to safety. This gave rise to 
the idea that salamanders were born 
from fire.
(Source: https://cosleyzoo.org/
four-toed-salamander/)
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New-Age Stewardship Tools
’m not talking about fancy 
screwdrivers, though hand tools 
are important for repairing our 

equipment. Land managers have 
been using GIS tools (Geographic 
Information Systems) like ArcMap 
for a couple of decades to make maps, 
and today’s GIS capabilities are almost 
endless.

One of these simpler tools is Google 
Earth Pro and its historical imagery 
function that allows you to easily shift 
through satellite images taken between 
1985 and present-day. Google Earth 

updated its aerial imagery in June of 
2022, so for this year we’ve got an up-
to-date snapshot for all of our preserves 
and stewardship projects. Take our Burr 
Oak Valley Nature Preserve for example. 
You can see the changes over time in the 
images below.

On the more complex side of the GIS 
spectrum, we use an ArcGIS Online 

program called Field Maps 
that allows almost limitless 
stewardship data collection. 
You can see the different 
polygons we’ve created that 
contain that data and visibly 
show where the work took 
place. Using the Field Maps 
mobile app on a phone or 
tablet while we’re out working 

in a preserve enables easy and accurate 
collection of information. 

We can walk around a population of 
invasive species while tracing a polygon, 
then compare how the population size 

responds to different management 
techniques. Other data that we collect 
in a polygon includes the date, time, 
weather conditions, species, density, 
and anything else we deem relevant. To 
top it off, all of this stored data can then 
be easily extracted and we can generate 
reports to track our stewardship 
activities. Imagine what kind of tools 
we’ll have at our disposal 20 years from 
now?

Photo: Zach Grycan

I
By Tyler Pellegrini, NLI’s Restoration Ecologist

These images from left to right show major invasive brush 
removal and prairie reconstruction projects that are recently 
completed or ongoing in the north half of Burr Oak Valley Nature 
Preserve.

Stewardship polygons at Burr Oak Valley Nature 
Preserve from the Field Maps program.

NLI stewardship staff pick prairie brome (Bromus kalmii) at Kinnikinnick Conservation Area alongside staff from Boone County Conservation District, DeKalb 
County Forest Preserve District, Nachusa Grasslands, Rockford Park District, and St. Charles Park District. The seed collection is a great example of partnership 
through the Northern Illinois Native Seed Network in which land management organizations pool together resources to address different seed needs to better our 
restoration efforts across the region.
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Digging Into a New Project

his year NLI stewardship 
staff began digging into a new 
project at the recently expanded 

Lind-McGeachie Preserve in Rockford.  
This preserve increases the amount of 
protected habitat southwest of Rockford 
with Fuller Memorial Forest Preserve to 
the west and NLI’s Silver Creek Woods 
Preserve to the north.
NLI hired McMahon 
Engineers|Architects as well as 
Bluestem Ecological Services to 
stabilize an eroded gully in an area 
that will be part of a larger pollinator 
planting through funding provided by 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation (ICECF). Rock check-
dams and re-grading will slow the flow 

of water over the surface and increase 
deposition of sediments flowing 
downhill towards Silver Creek. 

The pollinator habitat will consist of 
deep-rooted perennial wildflowers 
and grasses that will provide great 
habitat for many forms of wildlife 
and also serve to further reduce 
runoff from this fallow farm field. 

We can’t wait for the grand opening of 
this preserve in the spring of 2023. A 
trail network will allow visitors to reach 
the new prairie and appreciate grand 
old oaks from a small parking area on 
Fitzgerald Road that will be installed 
through a Public Amenities Grant, also 
from ICECF.

T
Lind-McGeachie Preserve to Open in Spring
By Zach Grycan, NLI’s Director of Stewardship
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Photo: Tyler Pellegrini

Photo: Shelby Best

Photo: Zach Grycan
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Hailey, promise to do my 
best to protect the land, 
plants, animals, water and air 

in my community.” This is what she, and 
the other children had to say to get their 
Junior Naturalist badge. Of course, this 
is after they visited at least six learning 
stations at Family Nature Adventures, 
which was held at Nygren Wetland 
Preserve in Rockton on June 25th. 
Inviting families to participate in a 
variety of topics gave them a chance to 
discover nature in a personal way as they 

examined things like acorns and leaves 
at the woodlands station, birch baskets 
(and learned how Native Americans 
used them), crayfish and water bugs at 
the wetlands station, or petted a coyote 
pelt for the first time at the mammals 
station, learned how to draw birds and 
how to write about how they feel while 
exploring outside. These and so many 

other experiences brought joy to the 
faces of those who attended the eighth 
annual Family Nature event. 
Family Nature Adventures inspires the 
next generation to protect the natural 
world. Learning to understand nature 
and falling in love with it will lead to 
wanting to protect it.
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A Promise to Protect

12 Learning Stations Engaged Children and Adults

“I,
Inspiring the Next Generation of Land Protectors

Thank You to the Hosts, Volunteers and Partner Organizations! Special shout out to the 
five families that helped at the stations

Luke and Hailey Mayfield raise their hand and recite the promise to 
protect land. Both have attended the Family Nature event since they 
could barely walk - it was Hailey’s eighth time and Luke’s seventh time 
participating.

Kofi Watson had a really good 
time earning his Junior Naturalist 
Badge.

Photos: Judith Barnard

Art ( Jennifer and Jackie Kuroda – 
Sinnissippi Audubon Society), Butterflies 
( Julie Tackett – NLI Education 
Committee), Bluebirds (Rob Clark, 
Tricia Graham, Vesta Ferguson – 
Nygren Wetland Bluebird monitors), 
Fish (Ann Wasser, Ellen Rathbone 
and Andrea Wallace Noble – Severson 
Dells Nature Center), Groundwater 
(Sean and Huxley Von Bergen, Ryan 
Kerch - Northern Regional Groundwater 
Protection & Planning Committee), 
Mammals (Paul Baits/President, 
Mike Tackett/Marketing Intern; Sue 

Hansell), Native Bees and Wasps 
(Barbara Williams), Native American 
History (Lucy Adrignola,– Macktown 
Living History; David Johnson), 
Poetry/Writing (Christine Swanberg 
– City of Rockford Poet Laureate), 
Prairies (Aaron Wilson, Liz Meek 
– Welty Environmental Center; Lee 
and Lynda Johnson, Anita Johnson), 
Wetlands (Rick Barton, Mark Luthin/
Vice President and NLI Education 
Committee; Eva Arellano, Jim 
Anderson), Woodlands (Dawn, John, 
Payton and Forest Skupien).

Thank You to all of 
our other volunteers 
who helped! 

Maria Arellano, Judy Barnard, 
Mary Conley, John Cook, Curt 
Johnsen, Linda Miller, Cristobal 
Manzano, Dwayne Pieske, Chris 
Seivert, Jared Seivert, Trevor 
Seivert, Pam Shaver, Keith Syfert 
and  Julie Trank 



These two brothers were excited to get their 
Junior Naturalist badge.
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Thank You Family Nature Adventure Sponsors

MAJOR EVENT
SPONSOR ($1,000)

Mark and Laurie Luthin

SUPPORTING
SPONSORS

($250)

Mom, Diana Sanchez, holds her one and a half 
year-old daughter, Miriam Rivera, along with 
the passport printed in Spanish. This is the 
second year that Family Nature Adventures was 
presented as a Bilingual event in both English 
and Spanish.

Thank You Grantors
This event is also supported by grants from the Brubaker 
Charitable Trust, Grand Victoria Foundation, the Dr. Courtney J. 
and Margaret Hutchins Hamlin Family Fund of the Community 
Foundation of Northern Illinois, Kiwanis Club of Rockford and 
an Action Grant from Rockford Area Arts Council.

Watch the video from this year’s Family Nature Adventures 
and be inspired to attend the next one on June 24, 2023! 
Find it here: www.naturalland.org/familynatureadventures/

Photo: Jill Kennay

Photo: Judith Barnard

Photo: Judith Barnard

EVENT SPONSOR ($500)

The Griffin siblings looked for things found on a
woodland floor.
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Natural Land Institute and Severson Dells Nature Center 
co-sponsored the 10 week series of hikes that were led by 
area experts throughout April, May and June. Joining the 
Wildflower Walkabout is a great way to see and learn about 
our area’s natural history, native plants, and animals. The 2022 
series included visits to Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation 
Area, Funderburg Forest Preserve, Deer Run Forest Preserve, 
Pecatonica Ridge Prairie, Cedar Cliff Forest Preserve, and 
dedicated Nature Preserves Burr Oak Valley, Howard D. 
Colman Dells, Pecatonica Wetlands Forest Preserve, Jarrett 
Prairie, and Searls Prairie.

We couldn’t present this series without the help of the tour 
guides, who provide invaluable information and insight into 
our natural heritage.
A big THANK YOU to: Jerry Paulson, Connie McIntosh, 
Kathy Martinez, Aaron Minson, Brian Hale, Zach Grycan, 
Laura Helmich, Tyler Pellegrini, Mike Groves, Steve 
Hornbeck, Russell Brunner, Austin Webb, Richard Benning, 
Joni Denker, and Jack Armstrong. Thank you also to our host 
organizations: Boone County Conservation District, Byron 

Forest Preserve District, Forest Preserves of Winnebago 
County and Rockford Park District.

Russell Bruner from Byron Forest Preserve District describes how native 
grasses distribute seed at the Jarrett Prairie Nature Preserve.

Party on the Prairie Rocks!
By Judy Barnard, Event Chair
Party on the Prairie returned this 
summer after a three-year hiatus due 
to Covid. The July 16th event was 
held prairie-side to benefit the Nygren 
Wetland Preserve. 

Prior to the event start, partygoers were 
invited to enjoy horse-drawn carriage 
rides through a wildflower laden 
preserve, enjoying the beautiful weather 
and the sights and sounds of the prairie. 

To kick off the event, partygoers were 
invited to enjoy beverages provided by 
Prairie Street Brewing Co. (including 
the NLI benefit brew, “Pollinator 
Pale Ale,” thank you!) and exceptional 
music provided by the upbeat Jon Bon 
Stamos. Passed hors d’oeuvres preceded 
the dinner for 230 attendees, served 
under a 100-ft. tent by the incomparable 
Greenfire Restaurant under the 
direction of Shendet Ismajlaj.

Tables were adorned with coneflower 
centerpieces, and the tent was 
beautifully lit by Bruce Hammond. A 
silent auction comprised of more than 
40 items was a huge success, raising 
more than $5,650. A highlight of the 
evening was the presentation of the 
2021 George and Barbara Fell Award 
to Fran Harty, who was recognized for Fran Harty (L) and Brook McDonald wait for a wagon ride through the prairie

Photo: Judith Barnard

Photo: Jill Kennay

Wildflower Walkabout
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A Special Thank You to Our Party on the Prairie Sponsors

False Sunflower ($500)Purple Prairie Clover ($750)

Pale Purple
Coneflower ($1,000)

Gray-headed Coneflower ($1,500)

Compass Plant ($2,500)

Presented by ($5,000)

his lifelong service to conservation.

An event this wonderful relies on many 
people to be successful. A special thank 
you to sponsors, silent auction donors, 
the band, Leo Woolever (horses and 
wagons), Prairie Street Brewing Co. and 
Greenfire.

We are so grateful to all the volunteers 
who helped, including Gladys Anderson, 

Jim Anderson and Kerry Leigh, Paul 
Baits, Judith Barnard, Karen Blomgren, 
Pete Bray, Victoria Ciceri, Rob Clark, 
John and Marcia Cook, Amy Doll, 
Jess Formea, Becky Genoways, Zach 
Grycan, Bruce and Susan Hammond, 
Laura Helmich, Rick and Nancy 
Holm, Kim Johnsen, Jill Kennay, Toni 
Murray, Amelia Newberry, Jen and Alan 
Nowicki, Jerry Paulson, Tyler Pellegrini, 

Christopher Reisetter, Ashley Sarver, 
Steve Scibona, Jared Seivert, Trevor 
Seivert, Rick Strader, Mike Tackett, 
Nancy Williamson and Steve Byers,  
Lynda Wallis and Kent Wolfe. 

Most of all, a prairie-sized thank- you 
to everyone who attended the event and 
contributed to its success! Party on the 
Prairie ROCKED!

Photo: Judith Barnard

Prior to dinner under the big tent, guests listened 
to Jon Bon Stamos’ “stolk folk” style music (rock 
music with a banjo) during the cocktail hour.
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Thank You to NLI Partners and Donors

Center for Biological Diversity
Friends of Illinois Nature 

Preserves
General Mills
Highland Community College
Illinois Audubon Society
Illinois Native Plant Society
Olson Ecological Solutions
Rockford Garden Club
Seedling Garden Club
Sierra Club - Blackhawk Group
Sky Soaring Inc.
The Nature Conservancy
Wild Ones Rock River Valley 

Chapter
Anonymous (3)
Richard Adduci and Jacki Lewis
Gerald Adelmann
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Brad and Glenna Anderson

Charles and Marcia Anderson
Dorothy Anderson
James and Marilyn Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Peter and Kris Baldo
Judy Barnard
Brian and Liz Barnes
Francie Barnes
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Mark and Gill Batterman
Beverly Baxter
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz
Richard Benning
John and Marilyn Bettice
Mary Blackmore

Steve and Mardie Blomgren
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens
John Borchers
Robert Boyd III
Elizabeth Brewer
Donald Browning
Vint and Sue Buckwalter
Gerard and Marie Bueche
Steve and Cindy Bunk
Dan and Stacy Burton
Melvin and Delores Buser
Jerry and Kathleen Busse
Tom and Cheryl Butler
Michael Cantlon
John and Sandra Carleton
Mary Caskey
Steve and Kathy Chapman
Robert Clark and Cassi Paslick
Steve and Diane Clark
Mary Conley

Keith Copeland
Alfred and Susan Cowan
Sherri Crawford
Ray and Darlene Davis
Roger Derix
Elizabeth Dickinson
Deb Dietz
Dave and Pamela Donahue
Randy and Sylvia Downing
Kirby Doyle
Polly Doyle
Sarah Drake
Harry and Beth Drucker
Jon and Joy Duerr
Doug and Laura Dufford
Douglas Ecker
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Mike and Deb Eickman
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Margaret Erickson

Paula Evans
Robert Faherty
Marcelle Fahr
David and Shari Fausel
Ray and Char Ferguson
Richard Finch
Kay Fisher
Barry and Diane Fitz
Frank and Barbara Flores
Loren and Jan Floto
Charles Frank
Douglas Franks
Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Glen and Jean Gabel
Richard and Karen Gadke
Paul Gaziano
John and Carol Gerrond
Alan and Barrie Gibby
Roberta Giblin
Larry and Colleen Gill

Thank You to NLI 
Project Partners
Anonymous
Alfred & Ella Peterson Anderson 

Family Foundation 
Dorothy Baits
M.R. Bauer Foundation 
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Black-Periman Foundation
Brubaker Charitable Trust
Community Foundation of 

Northern Illinois
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Forest Preserves of Winnebago 

County 
Friends of Illinois Nature Preserves
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family Foundation
Hamill Family Foundation
Illinois Audubon Society
Ill. Clean Energy Community 

Foundation 
Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources
Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation
John Knaus
Paul and Judith Letourneau 
Merrill Johnson Trust 
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Nicor Gas
Marianna and Herb Page
George and Mary Rabb Fund for 

Conservation

Wild Ones Rock River Valley 
Chapter

Roscoe Sportsman’s Club
Jack and Terry Shouba
The Nature Conservancy
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation
Dave and Nancy Voss

Protectors of the 
Land ($5,000 and 
above)
Anonymous
Gary Anderson
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Jon and Joy Duerr
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Marilyn Fulton Foundation
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
John Knaus
Paul and Judy Letourneau
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Herb and Marianna Page
Ted Ross
Dan and Susan Swift
Keith Syfert and Linda Miller
Dave and Nancy Voss
Daniel and Barbara Williams

Stewards of the Land 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Larry and Donna Balch

Clare Bland
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens
Mary Jo Brown
Jerry and Kathleen Busse
Jay and Jane Evans
Adam Guarino
William and Sally Hoff
Kent and Kathy Lawrence
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Joe and Sindy Micho
Greg and Karen Ruffner
Bill and Julie Shippee

Trustees of the Land 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Jim and Marion Applegate
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Peter and Kris Baldo
Ben Harding Family Foundation
Jared and Jennifer Boeke
John Borchers
Bernie and Cindy Buchholz
Ron and Carol Burmeister
Steve and Lisa Carter
Mary Caskey
Steve and Diane Clark
Elizabeth Dickinson
Ellwyn and Gayle Englof
Robert Faherty
Ray and Char Ferguson
Vincent Fidanza
Ken and Barb Hall
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Helen Hill
Gary and Cathy Hoover
Elaine Hutchcroft
Russ and Gin Johansson

Steve and June Keibler
Mark Keister and Sheryl Wolff
Mary Lou Lafler
Dan Loescher
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Nancy Maze
Virginia Meyer
Eric Neubauer
Judi and Terry Nichols
Jerry Paulson
Shane and Janet Peterson
David and Martha Pippitt
Bruce Ross-Shannon and Ruthe 

Falk

David Sacks
Bernard Schwartz and Charlotte 

Adelman
Dale Shriver and Judy Rogers
Jack and Terry Shouba
Paul and Carol Soderholm
Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Nancy Williamson and Steve 

Byers
Teresa Wilmot
Nancy Hamill Winter

Thank you to Generous NLI $100+ Donors January to October, 2022

A Pileated Woodpecker was spotted at the William & Gayle 
Keefer Nature Reserve. Photo: Joel Neylon
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January to October 2022
Ted and Janice Gill
William and Maureen Glass
Anne Godin
James Godshalk and Marjorie 

Lundy
Cynthia Grantz
Paul and Alberta Grossen
Andrew Gulya
Lisa Haderlein and Tom Cubr
Rita Haelman
James Hansen
Brett and Margret Hanson
Charles and Prudy Harker
LaVerne Harris
Nancy Hatten
Chuck and Linda Helsten
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Rodger and Deena Hergert
Daniel and Carmella Herman
Ray and Nina Herzer
Christopher Hill
Helen Hill
Charles Hillebrand
Scott and Mary Hitchcock
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Carole Holbrook
Charles and Linda Hollman
Nancy and Rick Holm
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Nancy Holstrum
Gary and Cathy Hoover
David Hougan
Kurt Hubbard
Robert Ivey
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
Peggy Jencius
Joan Jensen
Joe and Barb Jirak
Jamie Johannsen and Jeff Layng
Curt and Kim Johnsen
Cathy Johnson
David and Anita Johnson
George Johnson
Lee and Lynda
Noelle Johnson
Thomas Jordan
Val Kalen
Jim and Pam Keeling
Steve and June Keibler
Mark Keister and Sheryl Wolff
Jill Kennay
Bruce Kessler
Jean Killingsworth
Curtis and Laurie Kleckler
Howard and Lauren Knodle
Margaret Knudson
Barb Kober
Lloyd and Diane Koch
Lynne Kolze

Larry Konstant
Jerald and Marilyn Kopp
David and Gail Koski
Doug and Deb Kruger
Amy Lardner
Pat Lawlor
Sandra Lee
Kerry Leigh and Jim Anderson
Dick Leighton
Judy Letourneau
Steve and Pat Lewis
Ann and George Licari
Diane Lichtenstein and Steven 

Diamond
Ruth and Tom Little
Dan Loescher
Bryan and Josephine London-

Williams
Dan and Julie Long
Peter and Pam Lonsway
Ryan Lovejoy
Roger and Nancy Lundstrom
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
Don Mateer and Dawn Hallsten
Bruce and Mary Anne Mathwich
Connie Matusiak
Nancy Maze
Lora McClelland and Michael 

Simmons
Tom McCullough
Kari McDonald
Don McFall
Lawrence and Betty McGee
Phil and Connie McIntosh
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Neil McLaughlin

Katherine McMurray
Carrie Meyer
Mrs. Virginia Meyer
Joe and Sindy Micho
Don and Sue Miller
Micah Mills
Gilbert Mitchell
Marcia Mueller
John Nash
Gordon and Linda Neese
Beverly Neff
Chris and Myles Nelson
Judi and Terry Nichols
Charles Nixon
Richard and Luci Nora
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Randy Nyboer
Randy and Nancy Ocken
Jerry and Diana Ogren
Raylin Olson
Joseph O’Sullivan
David Paddock
Herb and Marianna Page
Jerry Paulson
Bruce and Susan Peterson
Chelsea Peterson
Ronald Peterson
David and Martha Pippitt
Sam and Linda Pirrello
Ann Polk
Linda Posner
Nancy Rainwater
Marjory and Gerald Rand
Kristina Reuber
John Rogner
Kevin and Kim Rohling
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Elizabeth Roseman

Craig Rosenberg and Gayle 
Edmunds

John Rowley
Russ Rudey
Joan Sage
John and Mary Sanders
Ann Marie Santora
Loren and Linda Schafer
John and Catherine Schafman
Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
Stephen Schmaeng
Julianne Schmidt
Frank and Rhonda Schmitt
Jeffrey Schneider
David and Sue Schroepfer
Marilyn Schweitzer
Richard and Sandra Scott
Lynn Sellers
Robert Shedd
Bill and Julie Shippee
Jack and Terry Shouba
Dale Shriver and Judy Rogers
Kathleen Simms
Barbara and Jack Simon
Troy and Jill Skwor
Lloyd Smith
Mary Ann Smith
Linda Spickler
Shawn Stacey-Choinard
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Nancy Story
Charles Sturm
Brad Suster
Eileen Sutter
Wayne Svoboda
Ross Sweeny
Dan and Susan Swift
Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Stephen Symes
Steven and Marcia Terrill
Janis Thelen
Brian and Julie Thomas
Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Pablo Toral
Lynne Townsend
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Andrea VanPelt
Robert Voigtlander
Dave and Nancy Voss
Garrett Waecker
Don and Kathleen Walker
John and Susan Walt
William Walz
Walter and Virginia Watson
Neita Webster
Ron and Lisa Weckerly
Richard and Kathleen Welch
Fred and Mary Ann Wham
Tim and Beckie Wick
Andrew Williams and Rebecca 

Christoffel
Nancy Williamson and Steve 

Byers
Teresa Wilmot
Doug and Diane Wilson
Jim and Janet Wilson
Nancy Winter
Christopher Wise
Jack Wohlstadter
Dan and Amy Wolf
Christopher Wrate
Daniel Young
Gregory and Dimmis Zeigler
Randolph Zimmerman

These Whooping Cranes visited Nygren Wetland Preserve on Nov. 10, 2022. Photo: Phil Spataro

“Speak No Evil” Chipmunk

Photo: Bob Fine
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Welcome to New Trustees
Who Started This Year
Read more about them on the NLI website: https://www.naturalland.org/nli-board/

Ray Ferguson 
Attorney, Ray A. Ferguson & Associates, Ltd.
Ray has always felt a desire to keep land as a safe place for animals and this has 
motivated him to support and be actively involved in an organization like Natural Land 
Institute that protects natural land to provide wildlife habitat. He is a past NLI President 
and Secretary, and has provided advice related to legal matters over the years. Currently, 
Ray serves on the Land Conservation Committee and is Chair of the Working Lands 
Subcommittee.

Russ Johansson
Owner/President, Specialty Screw Corporation
Russ moved to Rockford in 1980 to begin a career in the fastener industry and 
eventually became president and majority owner of the family business in 1995. Living 
in Michigan for more than 25 years, prior to Rockford, gave him a true sense of the 
outdoors and the importance of land preservation. He holds the motto of the three R’s; 
“Re-use, Reduce and Recycle” and “Think Globally, Act Locally.” Russ formerly served 
on the NLI board for nine years and as treasurer during part of that time, and currently 
serves on the Finance Committee and the Working Lands Subcommittee.

Cristobal Manzano 
Deputy Coroner, Winnebago County
Cris has worked as Deputy Coroner of Winnebago County since 2015. His love of nature 
started at an early age. A licensed falconer, Cris has worked with and trained hawks and 
falcons since he was 14 years old. He is Treasurer of the Audubon Council of Illinois and 
also serves on the board of Sinnissippi Audubon Society (Rockford). He is a volunteer at 
Rockford Park District’s Atwood Center for their Birds of Prey program. In 2021 he was 
recognized as one of the Rockford Chamber’s “People You Should Know.” Cristobal 
serves on the Land Conservation Committee and appreciates the opportunity to serve on 
the NLI Board.

Nancy Holm
Treasurer
Owner/President of Benefits Administrative Services (Retired)
Nancy is retired after being owner and President for 10 years of Benefits Administrative 
Services. She enjoys planting and working in her yard, filled with flowers, perennials, 
bushes, trees, and raised vegetable/herb gardens. Her yard was one of 8 featured in the 
Council of Rockford Gardeners 2019 Garden Walk. As Treasurer of NLI, Nancy is also 
Chair of the Finance Committee and serves on the Executive Committee.
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Thank You
to Retiring Trustees

Jon Duerr 
Jon retired from the NLI Board in June after serving as Trustee since June 2013, and 
as Secretary since December of 2018. During his time as Trustee, Jon was Chair of 
the Land Conservation Committee, a member of the Executive Committee, Working 
Lands Subcommittee and DEI Task Force. He also helped at events, with conservation 
easement monitoring, and at volunteer land stewardship days.

Charlie Sturm
Charlie finished serving a 3 year term in May of this year. Prior to this he served a 
6-year term on the board from 2006-2012. During his most recent term he was 
the Chair of the Marketing & Membership Committee and continues to serve as 
a member of this committee. He was also a member of the Executive Committee. 
Charlie has been a great ambassador for NLI throughout the years while volunteering 
at many events and land stewardship days. Charlie was a co-founder of the event, 
Wine & Brew at the Wetland, which will be held at Nygren Wetland Preserve next 
year on July 15.

Daniel L. Swift, M.D. 
Dan served as Trustee from June 2017 until August of this year. He was enthusiastic 
about learning as much as he could about land conservation throughout his term. He 
was a member of the Land Conservation Committee, Working Lands Subcommittee 
and the Board Development Committee. Dan also volunteered for events and land 
stewardship days.

Bill Hoff
Bill served as a Trustee from June 2019 to February 2022. He was instrumental in 
fundraising for the Gordon G. Eggers Fund, an Endowment for the Nygren Wetland 
Preserve as a member of the Campaign Committee. During his time as Trustee he 
served on the Land Conservation and Resource Development Committees, and the 
Working Lands Subcommittee.
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People and the Land

Outstanding Citizen Volunteer
of the Year
Illinois Association of Park Districts
Congratulations to Mark Luthin, who on Oct. 14, was 
presented with the Best of the Best Outstanding 
Citizen Volunteer of the Year Award at the Illinois 
Association of Park Districts Gala. Mark is pictured 
above with his wife Laurie (L) and daughter, Katie Gurklis, 
who attended the ceremony with him. He was nominated 
by the Boone County Conservation District to recognize 
him for his commitment and dedication as a volunteer. 
Mark is also an outstanding volunteer for NLI and serves 
as Vice President of the Board of Trustees, Education 
Committee Chair, is a member of the Executive and Land 
Conservation Committees, and the DEI Task Force. He also 
volunteers at events and at stewardship days. Thank you, 
Mark, for all you do for the community and nature.

Spark Award Presented
to Zach Grycan
Congratulations to Zach Grycan, NLI’s Director of Stewardship 
since 2015, who was presented in May with the Spark Award 
at the annual symposium of the Illinois Prescribed Fire Council. 
This award recognizes individuals with high achievement early 
in a career. Brad Semel of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources stated on his nomination of Zach, “His efforts have 
increased the number and size of fires that have helped natural 
areas they manage, as well as to increase the overall acres 
burned by partners. Zach has initiated, in partnership with other 
conservation groups, prescribed burn training workshops for 
those interested in learning how to manage their own land and 
for volunteering for Natural Land Institute and other conservation 
organizations.” Prescribed burning is an important tool in 
conservation land management because it helps remove invasive 
species and enhances conditions for native species to flourish.

Photo: Zach Grycan

Photo: Kim Johnsen



Natural Land Institute 21

Thank you to Marketing Intern, Mike Tackett (left), a Mass Communications major at 
University of North Carolina at Asheville, who spent the summer assisting with activities and 
events that engaged the community, especially children, in the mission of NLI. Mike helped 
with social media posts, created a TikTok account for NLI, made several TikTok videos, helped 
with setting up and worked at events, updated the NLI website and learned how to write 
news releases.

Thank you to AmeriCorps Members Amelia Newberry and Ashlyn Luckey, who worked 
with NLI Stewardship Staff during the summer to remove invasive species, water trees and 
seedlings, and set up for events.

Photo: Judith Barnard

Edwin Stirling, age 83, passed away on Jan. 30. 
Ed loved nature and was passionate about prairies 
and land preservation. He worked for Natural 
Land Institute as a Preservation Specialist before 
becoming the Executive Director from 1996 – 2000. 
He played a key role in preserving several Illinois 

Nature Preserves, establishing the Stone Bridge Nature Trail in Roscoe, 
on which NLI holds a conservation easement, and was involved in the 
acquisition of the land for Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Marilyn Fulton, age 93, passed away on March 
17. An avid birder and lover of nature and other 
wildlife, Marilyn and her husband, John, supported 
Natural Land Institute as members since 1998.

Ellwyn Englof, passed away on May 15 at the 
age of 74. Ellwyn loved nature and spent nine years 
serving on the NLI Board of Trustees. In order to gain 
a better understanding of land conservation he joined 
the Land Conservation Committee during his first 
few years as Trustee. He also served on the Board 

Development, Finance, and Executive Committees. He was the Chair of 
the Resource Development Committee for several years and after he 
retired from the board in May of 2020, he continued as a member of this 
committee and the Finance Committee through March of 2022. Ellwyn 
served one year as Secretary and five years as Vice President. Ellwyn’s 
commitment to land conservation and NLI was evident throughout his 
years of service and he will be greatly missed by the NLI family. 

Joseph A. Dailing, age 78, passed away on June 
13. Joe was the Executive Director of Prairie State 
Legal Services for 29 years. Joe, a member of NLI 
and a friendly Haight Village neighbor throughout 
the years (he lived next door to the NLI office), will 
be missed by the staff.

Daniel D. Doyle passed away on Aug. 3 at the 
age of 84. He was a longtime NLI member who 
supported land protection projects. Dan served as 
State’s Attorney and a judge for the Illinois Appellate 
Court.

Lynda Gibson Johnson passed away on 
Aug. 3 at the age of 80. Her passion for nature 
was evident in all areas of her life from her fiber 
art, to her work, and through her volunteering 
experiences. After she retired from Burpee Museum 
of Natural History as the Education Director, she 

worked part-time for NLI leading education programs and activities 
for many years. She was also a longtime member and volunteer for 
NLI and volunteered for more than thirty years at the Colored Sands 
Bird Banding Station. Lynda personally observed more than 4,000 
species of birds throughout her life.

Paul Letourneau, age 88, passed away on 
Aug. 17. He had a lifelong love of nature and 
spending time outdoors, especially with his 
family and was known for taking them on many 
outdoor adventures. Members since 1998, he and 
his wife Judy, supported many land protection 

projects through the years including Pecatonica Woodlands Preserve, 
Nygren Wetland Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve, 
and Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek. Paul believed in the future 
of land conservation by supporting the Gordon G. Eggers Fund, an 
Endowment for the Nygren Wetland Preserve, the Lands Owned 
Stewardship Endowment Fund, and the Rockford Promise Internship.

Jimmie E. Clark, a member of NLI and lover 
of nature, passed away on Sept. 24, at the age of 
95. Jimmie and his wife, Verna, founded Rockford 
Secondaries, which is now run by the third 
generation of the Clark family.

George T. “Tim” Keller, of Sterling, passed 
away on Sep. 30 at the age of 75. Tim served on 
the NLI board from Nov. 1990 through April 2003.  
In the 1970s Tim played a role in protecting the 
original parcel that became Nachusa Grasslands. 
He was also instrumental in helping protect the 

land that is now NLI’s Lyndon-Agnew Prairie Nature Preserve in 
Whiteside County. Tim was the site steward for this prairie for many 
decades and led the Whiteside County NAGs (Natural Area Guardians) 
in their stewardship of this Nature Preserve. He was co-founder of this 
NAGs group and of the Prairie Preservation Society of Ogle County. 
Because of his passion and love of prairies Tim was known as the 
“Godfather of the Prairie.”
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Fran Harty, Recipient of the 2021
George and Barbara Fell Award

atural Land Institute was honored to present 
the 2021 George and Barbara Fell Award 
to Fran Harty at the Party on the Prairie 

Rocks fundraiser held at Nygren Wetland Preserve on 
July 16, 2022. 

It is almost impossible to think of the preservation of a 
wondrous, rare natural area in this part of Illinois and 
beyond, that hasn’t worn the shadow of Fran Harty’s 
trademark Stetson Hat (he owns three!). From the 
Momence wetlands and the black oak savannas of 
Pembroke Township to the incredibly rare last vestiges 
of the Everglades of the North – the Grand Marsh 
of the Kankakee River, from Gooseberry Island in 
the Iroquois River at Aroma Park to the Goose Lake 
prairie in Grundy County, Fran was there!

Known for Big Picture Projects
He was involved with the diversion of the Savanna 
Army Depot into conservation lands and in the 

development of the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie and 
the Lost Mound Unit of the Upper Mississippi National 
Wildlife and Fish Refuge. Fran is known for big-picture 
projects. He helped bring bison to Nachusa Grasslands and 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie, established the Kankakee 
Sands preserve, and worked on adding to the Cache River 
Wetlands preserve.

A Career Spanning Decades in Conservation
Fran’s career as one of the state’s foremost conservationists 
spans several decades. He began as a field ecologist for the 
Illinois Natural Areas Inventory, worked for the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) Division of 
Natural Heritage and recently retired as Director of Special 
Projects for The Nature Conservancy of Illinois. 

Significant Accomplishments
Fran’s accomplishments include co-authoring the Natural 
Heritage Residency Program and the Natural Heritage 
Stewardship Program, co-founding a statewide coalition 
of land trusts (Prairie State Conservation Coalition), 
and serving as President of PSCC and the Natural Areas 
Association. One of his most significant accomplishments was 
crafting and garnering support for the passage of the Illinois 
Natural Areas Stewardship Act that now provides grants 
for stewardship for Illinois land trust organizations, filling a 
much-needed gap in funding.

The George and Barbara Fell Award recognizes outstanding 
leadership and accomplishments in land preservation, protection and 
conservation in the state of Illinois and is named after NLI founder 
George B. Fell and his wife, Barbara, who dedicated their lives to the 
protection of natural areas in Illinois. 

Nominations for the 2023 Award are now being accepted. The deadline 
to submit a nomination is Mon., Jan. 23, 2023. Request a nomination 
form and guidelines by calling 815/964-6666 or by email: info@
naturalland.org, or visit: www.naturalland.org/gb-fell-award/.

N

Fran Harty, 2nd from left, stands with his colleagues during his career, L-R: 
John Rogner, Randy Nyboer (photo), Jim Herkert, Jeff Walk, and Brook 
McDonald.

Fran Harty, with wife Heather and daughter Majela, stand next to the George and Barbara 
Fell Award.

Photo: Judith Barnard

Photo: Jill Kennay
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Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland 
Preserve, Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve, 
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek Woods 
Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve

Twitter:	 NLI 1958

Instagram:	 NLI 1958

Tumblr:	 Natural Land Institute

YouTube:	 Natural Land Institute

Linkedin:	 Natural Land Institute

TikTok:	 Natural Land Institute

We want to connect 
with you on
Social Media

NaturalLand.org

Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB 
Standards for Charity Accountability and was 
awarded the recognition as a BBB Accredited 
Charity. Visit the BBB website for more information 
at: http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-reviews/
internal/charity-90006838/.

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving 
program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

NLI is a proud partner of 815 Outside.
Visit 815Outside.com to learn more about the 
partners and activities to experience in nature.

The New Truck Has Arrived
We asked you to help us raise money for a new truck at the end of last 
year. It arrived recently and NLI staff, especially Zach Grycan, Tyler 
Pellegrini, and Laura Helmich, want you, the donors, to know how 
much they appreciate this new truck. It has doubled their capacity to 
haul equipment to preserves allowing them to spend more time doing 
land stewardship. Thank you! 
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Join or renew your membership.
You can play a part in protecting nature with 

your annual or monthly membership gift.
Visit: www.naturalland.org/membership today.
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Upcoming Events
For more information and to register for these events visit the calendar at NaturalLand.org or call 815/964-6666.

Maybe Laura Helmich will let you hug this old oak tree, too, 
when you go on the New Year’s Day Hike. Photo: Tyler Pellegrini

New Year’s Day Hike
In Partnership with 815 Outside

A Cocoa and Company Event

Sun., Jan 1, 2023 | 2:00 p.m. | FREE
Start the New Year with NLI and 815 
Outside as we partner to bring you a 
New Year’s Day Hike at the William 
& Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve. 
Bring your favorite warm beverage 
mug for Hot Cocoa, sponsored by 
815 Outside and Charlie Sturm, and 
we’ll fill it up for you. NLI’s Laura 

Helmich will lead the tour and give 
you a sneak preview of this private 
Reserve that will open to the public in 
2023. Be sure to dress for the weather 
in layers and wear sturdy boots. 
Moderate level hiking. Registration 
Required by Dec. 30, 2022.

This FREE outdoor winter event is for all ages with or without 
snow. Experience the winter landscape of the prairie and wetland 
when you take a hike, snowshoe or ski the trail lit by luminaries. 
Rocktown Adventures will provide snowshoes for a donation of 
$10 per pair to NLI the night of the event, or bring your own 
snowshoes or skis to this open house style event as you come 
and go at your own pace. Registration required by 12:00/noon 
on Feb. 6 by visiting NaturalLand.org or calling 815/964-6666. 
Luminaries sponsored by NorthPointe Health & Wellness 
Campus. Snowshoes sponsored by Rocktown Adventures.

FULL MOON
SNOWSHOE

& HIKE
Mon., Feb. 6, 2023 | 4:30 - 8:00 p.m. | FREE

Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL

Parking: Use the Woodlands Park parking lot at the corner of Falcon Point Pl. and 
Park View Ct., Rockton.
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