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Executive Director's Message

hank you so much to the NLI

board and staff who nominated

me for the George and Barbara
Fell Award that was presented to me at the
Annual Dinner in April. I am humbled
by all the wonderful conservationists who
have received this award before me. In

reality, however, this is an award for all

Executive Director

of us, as not one person can do this work
alone. It takes a community of dedicated people, working
together to make all this happen. I am so grateful for George
and Barbara who made this organization possible. I still think
back to the day I was being interviewed for this job by the
board committee, and how intently I was also interviewing
NLI. Having come out of a toxic job I wanted to make sure
that this would be a good fit for me, and boy, has it been. I
have been blown away by the whole non-profit community.
The passion, dedication, and steadfastness of the non-profit
world, including all of you, is a place I have truly felt at home.
I have had a great many mentors in my life, and Jerry Paulson

el 8 R

A Ao
er Hike at Burr Oak
Valley Nature Preserve by lill Kennay -

has been and continues to be my non-profit mentor. I was at
a Rockton Township meeting when I first started, and they
welcomed me, warmly, and then said to me of Jerry, “You
have big shoes to fill.” I just blurted out, “I brought my own
shoes.” I only hope I can be as good a mentor to the next
person who brings their own shoes to this position.

Retiring, Not Disappearing

Many of you know that I plan to retire in June. Thank you

to the Executive Director Search Committee, which has been
working on this transition since last fall. After retirement, I
want you to know that like most other environmentalists who
have a dedication to their calling, I am not disappearing. I will
still be volunteering with NLI and working to continue to be
the voice for our natural world advocating for its protection.
Thank you for putting your trust in me.

Kerry walking with others through Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve.
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Two Brothers Protectlng Thelr Land

n an area known to house seven county. to NLI’s Conklin Preserve which now

threatened and endangered John and Robert Carleton have had protects 380 acres of this beautiful piece

species, with many other species of voluntary conservation easementsona  of the Pecatonica River floodplain forest.
concern that likely utilize this important portion of their land since 2006. This
habitat corridor, two brothers stepped year, with a grant from the Illinois Clean
up to protect more of their land. The Energy Community Foundation, they
Pecatonica River corridor makes for were able to put the remainder of their ~ Water, clean air, and holds floodwaters

some of the best wild bird habitat in the  land into conservation agreements next  and carbon in the soil.

We are grateful to the Carleton’s for

their vision that preserves our clean
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Caring for Land is Partnership

Land Stewardship

ome days the work is routine

- clear invasive brush, do weed

control, mow fire breaks, conduct
prescribed burns, collect seeds, process
seeds, do maintenance and repairs on
vehicles and tools, other days, not so
much.

Helping Neighbors Help the Land

“Meeting with neighbors of our Burr
Oak Valley Nature Preserve in the past

Volunteers are our partners in caring for the land. Thank ybu to all who hélpéd plant oak and hickory trees at Burr Oak Valley Nature

year was rewarding,” said Zach Grycan,
NLTI’s Director of Stewardship. “The
purpose was to encourage our neighbors
to remove invasive species on their

land, which helps reduce encroaching
non-native brush from growing on our
protected land. They were interested

in this because it helped them learn
how to care for their land, as much as

it helped us.” Working together with

private landowners to increase native

B »

e

habitat lessens extreme weather impacts
from heavy rain and drought and
provides more food sources and shelter
for creatures in the area. “Thank you,
neighbors, for partnering with us!”

Monitoring Wildlife Informs
Land Management

Knowing what animals live in different
types of habitat is important to knowing

the best way to care for the land. This

- T g Pua

Preserve in November. Trees absorb carbon dioxide, clean the air, filter our water, and provide a home for wildlife (source: Nature.org,

“6 Ways Trees Benefit All of Us").

Photo: Jill Kennay
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can be one of the more fun aspects of
land stewardship work. In the spring
Laura Helmich, Field Biologist for NLI,
assisted Illinois Department of Natural
Resources staff with research of the
state threatened four-toed salamander.
This gave her the experience needed to
know how to look for them on NLI
properties. She also enjoyed turtle

and snake monitoring at several NLI
preserves. NLI’s Restoration Ecologist,
Tyler Pellegrini, searched for Bobolinks
at Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek
last summer in a hay field, which will be
restored to grassland habitat in the near
future. Tyler also updated the Nygren
Wetland and Lost Flora Fen land

management plans to reflect changing RS v e sl AGEE

weather impacts. Martin Kehoe and Tyler Pellegrini partnered on planting this oak tree.

While NLI owns 25 preserves,
restoration and stewardship efforts were

—

focused on a few sites in 2022 such as
Nygren Wetland Preserve, William &
Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve, Burr Oak
Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek
Woods Preserve, Lost Flora Fen on
Raccoon Creek and Lind-McGeachie
Preserve. We're grateful to the 150
stewardship/restoration volunteers who
provided 1,310 hours of their time to
help our stewardship staff this past year.
Without your service we wouldn’t be
able to achieve so much. Thank you for

being our partners in caring for the land! Dt PN

Laura Helmich conducts turtle monitoring with an AmeriCorps Service Member.
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Carbon Markets Working for Us

Why Carbon Markets?

= JF e are always asking ourselves
how we can create long
term sustainable funding
for land conservation, and also how can
we help new conservation easement
landowners with forests in urban areas
fund their stewardship activities?

To answer that, we have done a forested
area pilot project to engage in the forest

carbon markets on one of our newly
acquired preserves. City Forest Credits

is an independent non-profit carbon
registry for smaller acreages of forests in
urban areas. They issue the credits, then
the credits are bundled in a package with
others and sold independently of the
issuer. Currently we are waiting for our
credits to be sold in the first sale. Then

there will be another sale of accumulated
credits in 20 years, and then again in 40
years. We will be reaping the benefits

of our land protection over the next 40
years!

This project is part of the Chicago
Region Carbon Program supervised by
the Chicago Region Trees Initiative at
The Morton Arboretum.
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NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE Fiscal Year 2022 Financial Summary

The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an
enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illlinois for

people, plants and animals. Assets

Our vision: We envision a world in which people recognize that

o ats A nert o nalie ancl act with 1 Knomecas et our E I():ash — — $ 861,736

future depends upon preserw'ng the natural SJ/Sl‘ems that SUD,OOIT rOm{SCS to GIVC ..................................... 500

all life on Earth. Prepaid Expenses........occcoeuevriiucucnnnnee 25,142
The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a Land Hel‘% for Preservation........... 9,929,759

private, 501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization Conservation Easements................ 1,254,868

based in Rockford, lllinois, which has protected more than Buildings and Equipment................. 173,225

18,000 acres of natural land in lllinois since 1958. Receivables.........cccvereiinirieiininnnes 512,600

FY 2022
Revenue

The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible
contributions. To donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,

Rockford, lllinois 61104

Investments.........ceevveevveennieicneennnen. 6,000,692
Total Assets $18,758,522

Phone: 815/964-6666 Less
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
Jisit our website at www.NaturalLand.org Payables......cccoereueuerrirencuennenes $ 119,182

Unearned Revente........ooooooi 00,18
2022 Board of Trustees: flearnied Revenue i

10 1 SO Paul Baits Net Assets $18,139,153

Vice President. ... Mark Luthin
Vice President Judy Barnard
Treasurer (starting in JUNE) .........cevveeerevveeeeieeiereanns Nancy Holm
Secretary (starting in JUNe).........coovvveererveirerieinnas Ashley Sarver
Y starting In Jure) , ey Revenue and Expenses
Robert Clark, Rockton Ricardo Montoya Picazo,
John R. Cook, Belvidere Rockford
Jay Evans, Rockford Cristobal Manzano, Rockford Revenue
Ray Ferguson, Rockford Jenn Nowicki, Freeport .

(S’[alTing in June) NanCy WI||IamSOH, Vlllage of A) Contrlbutlons ................... $ 542,077
Adam Guarino, Machesney Park  Lakewood FY 2022 B) Grants ......cocceeveeveeeeeereereereereeneens 490,722
Russ Johansson, Rockford Rob Young, Rockford C) Noncash ASSEts ......coevereereereereenns 18,800

(starting in June) Expenses D) Investment Income................. -1,135,055
Retiring Trustees E) Events, Net.....ccoccveeereereereereereereenenne. 5,023
Feb: Bill Hoff; June: Jon Duerr, Charlie Sturm; Aug: Dan Swift F) Landholding and Management ..... 91,866
Staff: Total Support and Revenue $ 13,433
EXECULIVE DIr€CION......cocvivcvciicccc e Kerry Leigh
ASSISTaNt DIreCtOr ........vvevevivcieecccce e Jill Kennay
D!rector of Stewardshlp ................. e Zachary Grycan Expenses
Director of Marketing & Membership............ccccccev.ee. Kim Johnsen
Restoration ECOIOGISt .........vvrverrrereiiirinrineiinne, Tyler Pellegrini S e G) Program Services............... $ 1,020,642
Administrative Specialist ...........c..cccocoveeeveereerenan. Jessica Formea )113 " H) Management and General............ 51,598
FaGilties MAIMENANCE ......vvrceserersreeresreereees Kent Wolfe statements. For financial statements I) Membership and Fundraising......... 12,649
Stewardship TEChNICIAN «..........ovvceeeereeeerereerereene Laura Helmich audited by Wipfli, ]ZILR ;lease visit al m

www.naturalland.or Total Expenses
Weekly Volunteer: g P T

AAMINISITALION ... Marianna Page
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Thank You to NLI

Project Partners

Anonymous

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

David and Colleen Anderson
Charitable Foundation

Jeffrey R. Anderson (CF)

Kristin L. Anderson (CF)

Linda and John Anderson
(CF)

Ralph and Elizabeth
Anderson (CF)

Tracy E. Anderson (CF)

Arthur L. & Elaine V.
Johnson Foundation

Dorothy Baits

Black-Periman Foundation

Brubaker Charitable Trust

Helen Carleton Trust

John Carleton

Robert Carleton

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Environmental Law &
Policy Center

Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County

Grand Victoria Foundation

Guy Reno Family
Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation

[II. Clean Energy
Community Foundation

Illinois Department of
Natural Resources

Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation

ree-wiged Teal
at Nygren Wetland

Preserve
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John Knaus

Paul and Judith Letourneau

Merrill Johnson Trust

Gordon and Linda Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Nicor Gas

Marianna and Herb Page

Roscoe Sportsman’s Club

Jack and Terry Shouba

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Dave and Nancy Voss

Thank You for
Generous Donations
for the Stewardship
Endowment Fund

Gifts $1,000+

Hamill Family Foundation

Jay and Jane Evans

Anonymous

Dorothy Anderson in
memory of Dr. Henry
Anderson

James and Marilyn
Anderson

Paul and Teri Baits

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey Jens

Jerry and Kathleen Busse

Steve and Diane Clark

Jon and Joy Duerr

Wayne and Virginia
Hatwich

Dick Leighton

Paul and Judy Letourneau

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Lora McClelland and
Michael Simmons in
honor of Karla McGrall

Herb and Marianna Page

Dan and Susan Swift

Dave and Nancy Voss

Nancy Williamson and
Steve Byers

Gifts up to $999

Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Andy Bacon

Tim and Catherine Balassie
Peter and Kris Baldo

Beverly Baxter in honor of
Mardi Blomgren

Richard Benning

Elizabeth Brewer

Mary Caskey

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Dave and Pamela Donahue

Douglas Ecker

Mike and Deb Eickman

Gayle Englof

Margaret Erickson

Ray Ferguson

Glen and Jean Gabel

Carlos and Eliana Gomez

Cynthia Grantz

LaVerne Harris

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Nancy and Rick Holm

Gary and Cathy Hoover

Kim and Curt Johnsen

Lee and Lynda Johnson

Dan and Diane Kane

Steve and June Keibler

Barb Kober

Larry Konstant

Doug and Deb Kruger

Kerry Leigh and Jim
Anderson

Peter and Pam Lonsway

Richard Luthin

Connie Matusiak

Nancy Maze

Don McFall

Gary and Joanne Mcntyre

Pam Mott

John Nash

Beverly Neff

Alan and Jennifer Nowicki

Randy Nyboer

Betty O'Neal

David Paddock

Jerry Paulson

Linda Posner

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

Russ Rudey in memory
of Richard and Marlene
Rudey

Loren and Linda Schafer

Randy and Nancy
Schietzelt

Stephen Schmaeng

Gary and Jennifer Schwerin

Richard and Sandra Scott

Barbara and Jack Simon

Ed and Judy Stemwedel

Carrie Stralow

Charles Sturm

Don and Kathleen Walker

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel

Teresa Wilmot

Sara Winter

Gifts to the
Conservation
Easement
Endowment Fund
James and Marilyn
Anderson
Illinois Audubon Society
Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation

2022 Donors to the

Gordon G. Eggers

Fund, an Endowment

for the Nygren

Wetland Preserve

Ed and Vicki Eggers*

Emerson Eggers in memory
of Gordon Eggers

Gordon and Rose Eggers

Alan and Barrie Gibby in
memory of Gordon and
Georganne Eggers

Thomas Jordan

Pam Kindschi

Bob and Elizabeth Lind

Richard Luthin

Arthur and Susan Pearson

Gregory and Dimmis
Zeigler in memory of the
Gordon Eggers and the

Stuart Wellers

* indicates cumulative gifts or
pledges to the Gordon G. Eggers
Fund of $10,000 or more

Thank you for
Donations for

Land Acquisition
Robert and Beverly Beebe
John Knaus

Louis Mule’

Thank you for

Restoration Gifts

Andrew Gulya donated for
projects at White Wood
Ridge and Lost Flora Fen

Gordon and Linda Neese
supported projects at Burr
Oak Valley

Thank you so much
for Gifts for Bell
Bowl Prairie

Gifts $1,000+

Anonymous

Center for Biological
Diversity

Illinois Native Plant Society

Friends of Illinois Nature
Preserves

The Nature Conservancy

Wild Ones - Rock River
Valley

Dorothy Baits

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey
Jens in memory of Lee
and Arthur Jens

Ron and Carol Burmeister

Tricia Davey in memory of
Beatrice Smith

Kay MacNeil

Don and Espie Nelson

Jack and Terry Shouba

Stephen Symes

Gifts up to $999

Nathan and Mayumi
Aaberg

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

LeRoy and Kathy Bach

Caryl Barnes

Lorene Benzel in memory
of Don and Heidi

Robert Boyd, Il

Jerry and Kathleen Busse

Kevin and Sharon Cahill

Mary Caskey

Susan Cerny

Marjorie and Roland
Christen

Diane Dailing in memory of
Lynda Johnson

Nancy Degnan

Roger Derix

Barbara Dolan

Polly Doyle gave in honor
of Bell Bow! Prairie &
George Fell

Harry and Beth Drucker

Douglas Ecker

Mike and Deb Eickman

Sylvia Emerson

Illinois Prairie Wild Ones

Ray and Char Ferguson

Cecile Flowers

Gregory and Laurel
Franchini

Charles Frank

Dick and Pam Gambrel

Lydia Garvey

Anna Gibbons and Sean
Friel

Alan and Barrie Gibby

Sheri Glowinski

Paul and Alberta Grossen

Andrew Gulya

Annette Hagerty

Mary Hallock

Bruce and Susan
Hammond

Brett and Margret Hanson

LaVerne Harris

Alice Heath

Highland Community
College, Biology
Department

Helen Hill

Kurt Hubbard

Mark Jenssen

Jeanette Jess

Amy Johnson

Mark Keister and Sheryl
Wolff in memory of Ed
Stirling
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Carolyn Keller in memory
of Tim Keller and George
Fell

Bill and Susan Kleiman

Jane Klep

Gary and Jeanne Kovanda

Don Kurz

Paul and Judy Letourneau

and Gayle Keefer
Nature Preserve

John Longhenry

Diane Lyon

Bruce and Mary Anne
Mathwich

Darryl McCabe

Lora McClelland and
Michael Simmons

Cindy Mclntyre

Mark Meier

Randy and Jessie Mermel

John and Barb Miller

Juliet Moderow

Barbara Morris

Toni Murray

Christine Nelson

Tom Qberg

Sam and Patty Oliveri

Nancy Olson in honor of
John Anthony Olson

Joseph O'Sullivan

Herb and Marianna Page

Jan Pausteck

Josephine Peebles

Diane Phillips

Paul and Velta Pocs

Linda Posner

Brian Reilly

Roger and Mary Reithmeier

}UB[D H3GoY 030y

Russ Rudey in memory of
Richard & Marlene Rudey

Jean Salley

Randy and Nancy
Schietzelt

Stephen Schmaeng

Julianne Schmidt

David and Sue Schroepfer

Dave and Pat Schubert

Kathryn and Brian Sewell

Jeanne Smith

Mary Ann Smith

Stuart and Polly Smith

Chris Townsend

Hazen and Carol Tuck

Unitarian Universalist
Church

Mark Vanderpoel and
Linda Coady

Sierra Club - Blackhawk
Group

Lynda Wallis

Walter and Virginia Watson

Owen Wavrinek

Dan and Carol Webber

Kris Wescoff

Joylene Westphal

Tim and Beckie Wick

Sara Winter

Dan and Amy Wolf

Donations for Nygren

Wetland Restoration

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz

Dorothy Cieskus

Ilene Dailey

Rodger and Deena Hergert

Deb Kramar

Ruth and Tom Little

Tom McCullough

Juliet Moderow

Rockford Garden Club

Jose" and Lois Seijo

Dan and Susan Swift

Hazen and Carol Tuck

Jeff Walk

Diana Wiemer

Thank you for

Donated for the

Purchase of a Truck

for Stewardship

Work

Anonymous

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Judy Barnard in memory of
Denise Ruskin

Beverly Baxter

Brian Benjamin

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Ray and Darlene Davis

Douglas Ecker

Barry and Diane Fitz

James Hansen

a5 Branding & Digital

George Johnson

Diane Lichtenstein and
Steven Diamond

Ruth and Tom Little

Ann Martin

John and Barb Miller

Jerry Paulson

Stephen Schmaeng

Julianne Schmidt

Dan and Carol Webber

Gifts to Support

the Rockford
Country Club Prairie
Restoration

Mike and Donna Hayes
Dave and Nancy Voss

Thank you to our

Party on the Prairie

Sponsors

Campbell Science

Gibbons Electric, Inc.

Sjostrom and Sons, Inc.

Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, LTD

Kerry

Midwest Packaging and
Container, Inc.

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Campus

Prairie Street Brewing Co.
Lindstrom Travel
Specialty Screw Corp.
Studio GWA

Wipfli

Family Nature

Adventures Grantors

and Sponsors

A5 Branding & Digital

Brubaker Charitable Trust

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Grand Victoria Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Rockford

Mark and Laurie Luthin

N. Regional Groundwater
Protection Planning
Committee

Rockford Area Arts Council

State Bank of Davis

Taylor Creek Restoration
Nurseries

Employer Matching
Gift Programs
Benevity Community
Impact Fund
EarthShare of Illinois
Exelon CyberGrants
General Mills
Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
ThermoFisher Scientific

Thank You to Our

In-Kind Donors

Lee Bach provided a
chainsaw for trail
maintenance at the
Nygren Wetland

Judy Barnard provided
decorations for events and
silent auction coordination

Dion Faith provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek Woods

David Holman produces
GIS-based maps for NLI
preserves

Photo: Robert Clark

Kerry Leigh Ieadin a grou hrough he remnant

f i ey

prairie at Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve

Chad Hoover provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek Woods

Martin Kehoe provided
equipment for restoration
work at Burr Oak Valley
Preserve

Joe Micho provided
equipment for restoration
at Burr Oak Valley
Preserve

John Nash donated 4 pairs
of rubber boots

Gordon and Linda Neese
provided equipment for
stewardship projects

Joe Petrow provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek
Woods and the Foss Farm

New Conservation@

Home Members

Paige Fitton

Ed Foster

Lora McClelland and
Michael Simmons

Randy and Jessie Crow
Mermel

Greg and Karen Ruffner

Donations in
Memory of Alfeo
Bari:

Jane Fahrner

Mary Gaziano

Nancy Gaziano

Paul Gaziano

Daniel and Carmella
Herman

David and Gail Koski

Bryan and Josephine
London-Williams

Joseph and Therese
Zammuto

Memorial Gifts in
Honor of Jimmie
Clark:

Melvin and Delores Buser
B. Darlyne Daley

Sharon Eells

Bruce and Vickie Glidden
Chuck and Linda Helsten
Carole Holbrook

Linda Hornbeck

Val Kalen

Margaret Knudson

Jack and Nancy Kubitz
Diane Leeson

Ann and George Licari
Michael Meehan

Marcia Mueller

Cal and Teri Sundine
Jean Sundine

Daniel Young

Donations in
Memory of Ron

Geopfert:
U.A.W. Local 1268
Marilyn Goepfert
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Bell Bowl Prairie by Kerry Leigh

he partial destruction of an

ancient, 8,000 year old gravel

prairie remnant that hosted
the federally endangered rusty patched
bumble bee by the Chicago-Rockford
International Airport this March was
the deeply disturbing culmination of 18
months of legal battles and an incredible
grassroots movement across the state
and the country in partnership with
Friends of Illinois Nature Preserves,
Sinnissippi Audubon Society, and
the Illinois Environmental Council.
We have had successes, we raised the

awareness of what it means to lose

The intense appeal to save Bell Bowl! Prairie
inspired Pam Shaver to create this Rusty
patched bumble bee pastel. Cards with this
image can be purchased at NLI.

this special habitat. Poets, artists and
musicians were inspired to compose,
create and express a love for this unique
prairie. High school students advocated
to the regular people going about their
daily lives who stopped to sign postcards
and petitions to send to our elected
representatives pleading with them to
save the prairie. Thousands of them. The
prairie was written about in the local,
national and international press, with
TV and radio interviews.

The question of, “What if we are to lose
this exquisite, ancient living being?” was
a potential reality too difficult to deeply
contemplate. Our hope was strong. Our
faith in our elected leaders was strong,.
Our faith in our state and federal legal
protections and the courts was strong.
Our faith in the wisdom of the airport
authorities was not. There would be no
meeting of the minds for a workable
solution. So NLI filed another motion
to review, this time with the Seventh
Circuit Court of Appeals in Chicago,
which is still in process. The goal of
this suit is to hold the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) accountable

for their faulty and inadequate
Environmental Assessment, hopefully
making those assessments more robust
in the future, and also to hold the FAA
to the recommendations the USFWS
made to protect the remaining prairie.

Simultaneously, we also filed a petition
to stop the bulldozers until the suit was
heard, but as you know, that was denied.

So when the courts refused that petition,
and the bulldozers were at the ready,
many gathered to pay witness. We had
been the voice of the prairie and it’s
creatures for so long. Many thousands
are grieving. My grief was also for the
awareness that the environmental legal
protections we thought we had, are not
nearly adequate for the 21st century
issues that confront us. I also grieved for
the people so disconnected from their
inner wisdom that they could not see.

Knowing that we are doing everything
possible in this incredible campaign to
save an ancient prairie has brought me
a sense of peace. Knowing that we are
not alone, and that our passion and
awareness is shared by so many has been
deeply comforting. Conservationists are
no longer working in the old paradigm
of economic development or respecting
and honoring nature, we are in a time
of realizing we can have both economic
development and also save our unique
and irreplaceable natural world that
supports all our lives on earth.

Now, more than ever, we need to be ever
vigilant in our advocacy, ever eloquent
as the voice for the prairies, wetlands,
woods and streams and all the creatures
that inhabit them.
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Photo: Summer Wagner
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Memorial Gifts in

Honor of Ellwyn

Englof:

Richard Adduci and Jacki
Lewis

Rick and Bonnie Barton

Karen Blomgren

Teresa Boswell

Vint and Sue Buckwalter

Jon and Joy Duerr

Ed and Vicki Eggers

lla Englof

Jay and Jane Evans

Ray and Char Ferguson

Stuart and Monica Glenny

Chuck and Linda Helsten

William and Sally Hoff

{2022 ANNUAL REPORT £ SPRING, 2023

Bruce Wyatt and Margaret
Palm Wyatt

Gifts in Memory of
Lynda Johnson:

Dick and Sally Baker

Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Polly Doyle

Jay and Jane Evans

Scott and Mary Hitchcock
William and Sally Hoff
Jerald and Marilyn Kopp
Herb and Marianna Page
Jerry Paulson

Stephen Schmaeng

Jim and Shirley Waddell
Ron and Lisa Weckerly

Collecting seeds together at Fall Prairie

Harvest Day

Steve and Pat Lewis

Dan Loescher

Craig Marander

Micah Mills

Marcia Mueller

Herb and Marianna Page

Karen Peterson

Marvin and LaVonna
Peterson

Anne Remington

Bill and Julie Shippee

Dan and Susan Swift

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

Duane and Melissa Teske

Brian and Julie Thomas

Albert and Kathy Velasco

Dave and Nancy Voss

WOW Investment Club

In Memory of Tim
Keller:

Kay Fisher

Jack Wohlstadter

Gifts in Memory of

Paul Letourneau:

Linda Bergstrom

Joanne Blunt

Karin Cash

Emily Clausing

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Michael and Christine
Dal Pra

Judy Hipple

Joan Jensen

Dave and Susan
Letourneau

Edgar and Thirza Maitzen

Jeff Makulec

Lawrence and Betty
McGee

Carl and Patricia McNair

Wolfram and Carolyn
Meingast

Mary Melody

David Miller

Julie Monarski

Barbara Morris

Eleanor Muck

Sandra Niggemann

Carolyn Norton

Shirley and Leonard Novak

Carol Ostrom

Fred Pelley

Thomas and Marjorie
Ransick

Tom and Mary Ann
Rozanas

Sky Soaring Inc.

Muriel Smith

Paul and Julie Toboldt

Steve Wasilowski

Gifts in Memory of

Ed Stirling:

Dale and Patti Bigger

Becky Feffer

Mary Johnson

Mark Keister

Jerry Paulson

Jim and Pat Simms

Kathleen Simms

Susan Adams and Gregg
Schneider gave in honor
of Fran Weinberg

Elizabeth Brewer gave
in memory of Allen and
Brownie Slade Brewer

Harry and Beth Drucker
donated in honor of Fran
Harty

Richard Incelli gave in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. D.
Frederick

Lynne Kolze gave in honor
of Thomas Sorensen

Hilit Kravitz gave in honor
of Janie Blbukerk

Gilbert Mitchell donated
in memory of Sharon
Mitchell

John Nash family donated
in memory of Martha
connett, Rosemary
Cosgrove, and Tom
Paulek

Ann Polk donated in honor
of Andrew Williams

Robert Shedd gave in
honor of Rachel and
Drew Martin

Other Gifts

Katherine McMurray and
James Weichel gifted NLI
memberships

Wild Ones-Rock River
Valley donated for NLI
Rockford Promise interns

Mark and Laurie Luthin
sponsored Virtual Book
Discussions

Photo: Jill Kennay

Wildflower Walkabout at Pecatonica Ridge Prairie

Green heron catching dinner

_ Photo: Barbara Williams

Thank You for 2022
Membership Gifts

Protectors of the

Land ($5,000 and

above)

Anonymous

Gary Anderson

Dorothy Baits

Paul and Teri Baits

Robert and Beverly
Beebe

Jon and Joy Duerr

Ed and Vicki Eggers

Marilyn Fulton
Foundation

John and Colleen
Holmbeck

Eugene and Sasha
Jarvis

John Knaus

Paul and Judy
Letourneau

Gordon and Linda
Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Herb and Marianna
Page

Dan and Susan Swift

Vanderpoel
Conservation
Foundation

Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards of the Land
($2,500 - $4,999)

Clare Bland

Ann Boisclair and
Jeffrey Jens

Mary Jo Brown

Bernie and Cindy
Buchholz

Dr. Ron and Carol
Burmeister

Jay and Jane Evans

William and Sally Hoff

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Joe and Sindy Micho

Greg and Karen
Ruffner

Bill and Julie Shippee

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

Trustees of the Land

($1,000 - $2,499)

Dorothy Anderson

Peter and Kris Baldo

John Borchers

Jerry and Kathleen
Busse

Steve and Lisa Carter

Mary Caskey

Steve and Diane Clark

Mark and Brenda
Cormier

Elizabeth Dickinson

Ellwyn and Gayle
Englof

Robert Faherty

Ray and Char Ferguson

Vincent Fidanza

Steve and Diane
Gleasman

Dennis and Cheryl
Henry

Helen Hill




Gary and Cathy
Hoover

Elaine Hutchcroft

Russ and Gin Johansson

Steve and June Keibler

Mark Keister and
Sheryl Wolff

Richard Luthin

Lydia Macauley

Nancy Maze

Virginia Meyer

Ben Harding Family
Foundation

Eric Neubauer

Iryne Ng

Judi and Terry Nichols

Jerry and Diana Ogren

Jerry Paulson

Shane and Janet
Peterson

David and Martha
Pippitt

Ted Ross

Bruce Ross-Shannon
and Ruthe Falk

David Sacks

Jack and Terry Shouba

Dale Shriver and Judy
Rogers

Paul and Carol
Soderholm

Rich and Mary Anne
Toppe

Daniel and Cynthia
Torrisi

Steve and Amy
Waranauskas

Daniel and Barbara
Williams

Nancy Williamson and
Steve Byers

Nancy Winter

Benefactor ($500 -

$999)

Anonymous

Charles and Marcia
Anderson

Gary and Mary Ann
Anderson

Jim and Marion
Applegate

Richard Benning

John and Marilyn
Bettice

Jared and Jennifer
Boeke

Alan Branhagen

Lynell Cannell

John and Sandra
Carleton

Kirby Doyle

Phil and Carolyn
Fulkerson

David Hansen

Charles and Prudy
Harker

Ed and Sue Harney

Jane Kerr

Susan Lacerra

Kerry Leigh and Jim
Anderson

Dick Leighton

Ruth and Tom Little

Ronald and Kathleen
Mattison

Don McFall

Gary and Joanne
Mclntyre

Carrie Meyer

Hope Moore

Bruce and Susan

Peterson

=
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Adventures

Riding the wagon is fun ét Fami
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William and Nancy
Plate

John and Mary
Sanders

David and Sue
Schroepfer

Marilyn Schweitzer

Richard and Sandra
Scott

Mark Shedd

Troy and Jill Skwor

Judy Snyder

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel

Teresa Wilmot

Guardian ($250 -

$499)

Anonymous

Jon and Tammy
Aldrich

Jack and Joyce
Armstrong

Ellen Baker

James and Vickie Baker

Jay Baker

Boone County
Conservation Dist.

Joy Beckman and Dan
Boutelle

Gerard and Marie
Bueche

Dan and Stacy Burton

g
ly Nature

Marjorie and Roland
Christen

Terri Clark

Mary Conley

Dennis Dreher

Douglas Ecker

Marcelle Fahr

Dianne Feldt

Richard Finch

Barry and Diane Fitz

Loren and Jan Floto

Ed Foster

John and Mary Ann
Foster

James Godshalk and
Marjorie Lundy

LaVerne Harris

Janet Herbert-Verhaar
and John Verhaar

Gary and Darcy Hess

Scott and Mary
Hitchcock

Robert Ivey

Kim and Curt Johnsen

David and Anita
Johnson

Thomas Jordan

Jim and Pam Keeling

Howard and Lauren
Knodle

Co Leber and Robert
Mirgain

Ray and Deborah
Lecuyer

Peter and Pam Lonsway

Ryan Lovejoy

Tom McCullough

Scott and Kelly
Monson

Jerrold Moors

Andy Newgren and
Rebecca White
Newgren

John and Karin Nitiss

Richard and Luci Nora

Marge Orchard

David Paddock

Ronald Peterson

Kristine Ramsay-
Schnor

Photo: Jill Kennay

Kristina Reuber

John Rogner

Craig Rosenberg and
Gayle Edmunds

Virginia Rous

Ann Marie Santora

Ashley Sarver

Julianne Schmidt

Barbara and Jack
Simon

David and Connie
Sliktas

Mary Ann Smith

Gary and Teresa
Sommers

Eileen Sutter

Cindy Skrukrud and
Thomas von Geldern

Bill and Marijean
Whitcher

Doug and Diane
Wilson

Jim and Janet Wilson

Christopher Wrate

Protector ($100 -

$249)

Anonymous

Gerald Adelmann in
honor of Fran Harty

Sheryl Aimquist Hall

Brad and Glenna
Anderson

Stephen and Mary
Ann Anderson

Marsh marigold are abundant at Lost Flora
Fen on Raccoon Creek

LeRoy and Kathy Bach

Richard Baldwin

Judy Barnard

Brian and Liz Barnes

Francie Barnes

Rick and Bonnie
Barton

William and Leah
Baskin

Mark and Gill
Batterman

Brad Beile

Wendy Bennett

Mary Blackmore

Steve and Mardie
Blomgren

Robert Boyd, Il

Donald Browning

Steve and Cindy Bunk

Leroy and Diane
Busker

Tom and Cheryl Butler

Michael Cantlon

Taylor and Susan Carlin

Steve and Kathy
Chapman

Gary and Debra
Chessare

Dorothy Cieskus

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Keith Copeland

Alfred and Susan Cowan

Traci Crane

Sherri Crawford
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Wendy Dahlberg

Ray and Darlene Davis

Roger Derix

Deb Dietz

Randy and Sylvia
Downing

Sarah Drake

Doug and Laura
Dufford

Charles and Marge
Elliot

Margaret Erickson

Paula Evans

David and Shari Fausel

Penney Fillmer

Kay Fisher

Frank and Barbara
Flores

Douglas Franks

Christopher Fye

Glen and Jean Gabel

Richard and Karen
Gadke

Peter Garst

John and Carol
Gerrond

Roberta Giblin

Larry and Colleen Gill
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Paul and Alberta
Grossen

Adam Guarino

Andrew Gulya

Lori Gummow

Lisa Haderlein and Tom
Cubr

Rita Haelman

Steven and Keiko Hall

Brett and Margret
Hanson

Nancy Hatten

Ray and Nina Herzer

Christopher Hill

Janet Hill

Charles Hillebrand

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Kevin Holdmann and
Lenae Weichel

Charles and Linda
Hollman

Nancy and Rick Holm

Ron Holm and Alice Fox

Nancy Holstrum

Wanda Hoover

David Hougan

David and Cynthia
House

Pasqueflowers at Wilson Prairie Nature Preserve

Ted and Janice Gill

William and Maureen
Glass

Anne Godin

Jacqueline Gommel

Kurt Hubbard

Scott and Karen Hulick

Peggy Jencius

Jamie Johannsen and
Jeff Layng

.uenﬂjg ype7 ;01044

Cathy Johnson

George Johnson

Lee and Lynda Johnson

Nita Johnson

Noelle Johnson

Randy Johnson

Michael and Mary
Chris Kalland

Dan and Diane Kane

Dan and Sandi Kelly

Jill Kennay

Bruce Kessler

Jean Killingsworth

Curtis and Laurie
Kleckler

Barb Kober

Lloyd and Diane Koch

Doug and Deb Kruger

Vern LaGesse and
Charlene Falco

Elaine Lans

Amy Lardner

Pat Lawlor

Sandra Lee

Chuck and Michele Lind

Dan and Julie Long

Roger Lundstrom

Kay MacNeil

Keith and Kathleen
Magnus

Madhu Malladi

Matt Markley

Dave and Linda Martin

Julieanne and Erik
Mason

Don Mateer and Dawn
Hallsten

Bruce and Mary Anne
Mathwich

Connie Matusiak

Karen Matz and John
Skowronski

Richard McCallister

Kari McDonald

Tom and Amy
McFarland

Rebecca McHenry

Phil and Connie
Mclntosh

Neil McLaughlin

Rich and Susan
McMullen

Glenn McMurray and
Andrea Lee

Suzette Merchant

Jim Miglin

Don and Sue Miller

Dawson Minsch

Steve and Janet Moore

Denise Morgan

Chris and Myles Nelson

Charles Nixon

Northwest Illinois
Audubon Society

Alan and Jennifer
Nowicki

Lynn Nybo

Randy Nyboer

Randy and Nancy
Ocken

Bruce and Paula Olson

Raylin Olson

Joseph O’Sullivan

Larry Page

Beth Parentice and
Patrick Goeckner

Jan Pausteck

Allen and Ruth
Penticoff

Nancy Perry

Chelsea Peterson

John Peterson

Sam and Linda Pirrello

Joseph and Barbara
Pittman

Willis Pollock

Nancy Rainwater

Kenneth Ramsay

Marjory and Gerald
Rand

Christopher and Kim
Reisetter

Rockford Garden Club

Kevin and Kim Rohling

Timothy and Carrie
Rollins

Elizabeth Roseman

John Rowley

Joan Sage

Audrey Salberg

John and Catherine
Schafman

Randy and Nancy
Schietzelt

Stephen Schmaeng

Frank and Rhonda
Schmitt

Jeffrey Schneider

Verna Schubert

Susan Schulze in
memory of George
Fell

Seedling Garden Club

Lynn Sellers

Keith and Pamela
Shaver

Laura Sjoquist and
John Kaufmann

Lloyd Smith

Linda Spickler

Mark Spitzer

Shawn Stacey-
Choinard

Ed and Judy
Stemwedel

Nancy Story

Charles Sturm

Brad Suster

Wayne Svoboda

Richard and Michelle
Swanson

Ross Sweeny

Robert Szafoni

Steven and Marcia
Terrill

Janis Thelen

Brian and Julie Thomas

Pablo Toral

Jack Tower

Lynne Townsend

Andrea VanPelt

Jim and Mary Vieregg

Robert Voigtlander

Garrett Waecker

Greg Wahl

Randall Walker

Thomas and Karen
Walsh

John and Susan Walt

William Walz

Walter and Virginia
Watson

Neita Webster

Ron and Lisa Weckerly

Richard and Kathleen
Welch

Joylene Westphal

Fred and Mary Ann
Wham

Whiteside Co. Soil and
Water Conservation
District

Ken Willis

Christopher Wise

Randolph Zimmerman

Supporting ($50 -

$99)

Dean Almquist

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Dick and Sally Baker

Brian Benjamin

Mark Blassage and
Tara O’Leary

Joe Bove

Todd and Tara
Cagnoni

Bruce and Mary
Canterbury

Joe Capone

Susan Cerny

Amy Couillard

Diane Dailing

Sandra Deahn

Kathleen Dixon

Machelle Dopkins

Polly Doyle

Janice Dunn and Alan
Deaton

Sylvia Emerson

Judy Emmett

lla Englof in memory
of Ellwyn Englof

Mary Lou Fitzpatrick

Delon and Carol Fox

Vicki Funke

Jeff Gahris

Gary Garman

Marissa Giannangeli
and Derek Nelson




Rich and Joyce
Gibbons

Carlos and Eliana
Gomez

Reid Goodrich

Dorothy Graton

Melissa Grycan

Annette Hagerty

Mike and Donna
Hayes

Jeffrey Hedrich

Susan Heinke

Ken and Kathleen
Hodowanic

Janet Hoisington

Tom and Marline
Holmes

Katherine Hotchkiss

Carla Jaffe

Joe and Barb Jirak

Dan and Betsy Johnson

Garnett Johnson

Michael and Dori
Kearney

Dan Kenney

Pam Kindschi

Mary Kisamore

Jane Klep

Charlene and Alan
Knudten

Gary and Jeanne
Kovanda

Wendell and Judy Kurr

John Larson

Susan Lindsay-Jones

Rochelle Lurie

Diane Lyon

Tom and Nancy
Mangan

Carolyn Mann

Linda Martin

Pam May

Char and George
Mayland

Lora McClelland and
Michael Simmons

Edward McCullough

Mark Meier

Philip and Janet
Meyers

David Miller

John and Barb Miller

Patrick Mockus

Gill Moreland

Dennis Nemeth

Richard and Shirley
Newsome

Mary Norman

Tom Oberg

Virginia S. Olson

Ejner and Margo Pagh

Mark Palo

Barb Peterson

Douglas and Kathryn
Pherigo

Linda Posner

Steve Ragsdale

Carolyn Rasmussen

Jacqueline Rheaume

Candy Ridlbauer

John and Gayle Risley

Jim and Sallyann
Roberts

Susan Rogowski

Peter and Judy Rossi

Ann and Dick Rundall

Kathy Scarpaci

Gary and Jennifer
Schwerin

Patricia Scott in
memory of Ann
Armstrong

Kathryn and Brian
Sewell

John and Ann
Shallcross

Bob Shaw

Jeffrey Stack and
Kathryn Mielke

Paul and Carol Strand

Jeff and Christine
Swanberg

Earl and Denise
Thompson

Ken Thomson and
Mari Weikel

Frank and Nina Thorp

James Tibensky

Randy and Julie Trank

Fred and Kay Turk

{_ NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE

Ed and Judy Uchno
Valley Orchard, Raoul
Bergersen
Joe Van Barriger
Steven and Joy Vee
Chuck and Pat
Wemstrom
Kenneth Wengert
Ann Whitney
Larry and Tess Wilke
Lute Wyttenbach
Ross Youngberg

Partner ($35 - $49)

Ders Anderson

Beverly Baxter

Carol Beatty

Lorene Benzel

Linda Bergstrom

Matthew and Tiara
Bertrand

Shelby Best

Catherine Biagioli

Chris Bielawski

Brian Bielema

llene Bind|

Drake Branca

Sue Breidigam

Scott Buckley

Neal and Julie Buelow

Gail Burgeson

Chris Burkhart

Brenda Byrne

Kevin and Sharon
Cahill

Billie Callahan

Craig Campbell

Kathryn Carr

Ellen Caskey

Chris Chapman

Margaret Curttright

Peter Czyzewski

Ron and Phyllis
DeGraff

Dave and Pamela
Donahue

Janell Drolsum

Jim Duhigg

Bill Evans

Suzanne Falconer

Photo: Robert Clark

Marilyn Goepfert

Jeffery Hawkins

Julia Heglund

Jackie Hickey

Jane Hicks

John Hockman

Nancy Hoey

Larry and Lois Holeton

Jean Howell

Martin and Vonnie
Kehoe

Tim and Carolyn Keller

Dwayne Proctor

Fred and Carol Redmore

Jim and Kitty Rhodes

Cassandra Rodgers

Kayse Rushford

José and Lois Seijo

Jamal Shafii

David Shaw

Dana Sievertson

Daniel Pohl

John and Dawn
Skupien

Pelicans on a sunny day

Carol Kraft

Mark Lautenschlager

Lora Leigh

Janaan Lewis

Jerry McCormick

Richard and Kristine
McMahon

Mike Milburn

Bev Moore

Don and Mary Kay
Morrison

Brad Mosher

Toni Murray

John Nall

Kelly Neal-Wilker

Christine Nelson

Patrick and Doreen
O’Brien

Susan Palm Lynch

Diane Phillips

Kimatha Phillips

Gloria Powvell

Cindy Stenerson
Carrie Stralow
Teresa Tomblinson
John and Kim Vollmer
Dave Watts
Owen Wavrinek
Robert Wendt
Peggy Werner
Mark and Melissa
West
Rep. Maurice West
John White
Diana Wiemer
Karen Witter
Jerrold Zar

Other

Jill Boloski
Thomas Brain
Liz Brechler
Rebecca Brown
Kira Devin

Paige Fitton
Linda Gibson
Tim Grossen
Alexis Higuera
Vicki Hoiten
Scott Johnson
Noelle Kaushik
Lori Lamm
Terry Leonard
Ron and Elsie
Magnussen
Connie Meade

Ed Michael
Josephine Peebles
Robert Ruefer
Kristine Schnor
Robin Simmert
Katherine Spaw
Joe Swierkosz
Gabriel Tankersley
Phil and Karen
Thompson
Mario Villan

Corporate Council

Campbell Science

Gibbons Electric

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Center

Olson Ecological
Solutions

Sjostrom and Sons,
Inc.
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Community Outreach and Engagement

We've been discussing the idea of merging NLI's Education
Committee with the Marketing & Membership Committee
for a few years. They do similar work and some members
served on both committees. After having joint committee
meetings, discussing this idea and getting input from
members on the new committee’s purpose, objectives, and
name, the board approved this change at the December
board meeting. The new committee’s name is, “Community
Outreach & Engagement.”

Let us Know

If you would like to join this committee or volunteer at events

Photo: Jill Kennay

Joey and Kofi got to be creative and learn about local native fish at
the fish station hosted by Severson Dells Nature Center.

Watch the inspiring video from the
2022 Family Nature Adventures
at https://www.naturalland.org/

familynatureadventures/.

to help promote NLI and assist with learning opportunities
please contact us at info@naturalland.org or call 815/964-

660606.
What We Did

During the past year staff and volunteers hosted several events
that brought people to NLI preserves and they went out to
community events to provide kids activities and share NLI’s
mission to bring about a better understanding of nature so
that individuals of all ages would fall in love with it and want
to protect it.

Events held at Nygren Wetland Preserve in Rockton included
the family oriented Wander at the Wetland: Full Moon
Snowshoe & Hike (January) and Family Nature Adventures
(June). A fundraiser for Nygren Wetland, Party on the Prairie
Rocks!, was held in July, and in October, Fall Prairie Harvest
Day, was held there as a seed collection event perfect for any
age.

The OAKtober Hike was held at Burr Oak Valley Nature
Preserve at the end of October to celebrate OAKtober — Oak
Awareness Month in Illinois.

NLI is co-sponsor and co-presenter of the Wildflower
Walkabout Series with Severson Dells Nature Center. Ten
weekly guided tours were held from April 27 — June 28.

This program got people into preserves in Boone, Ogle and
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Photo: Kim Johnsen
-

Winnebago Counties and showcased the native wildflowers Il ey 72 . Vo
and other wildlife of that site. ' :

Community Involvement

NLI participated in other organizations” events throughout
the community to share our story of what we do and why we
do it. We hosted kids activities at Pollinator Palooza, Rockton
Pelican Fest, and two Rockford City Markets. We partnered
with Rep. Maurice West and his staff to host two field trips to
Nygren Wetland Preserve for his READY program. Middle
School students from Lincoln and Flinn enjoyed their
exploration at Nygren Wetland. In August we hosted a booth
during the Boone County Fair to invite people to take action
to save Bell Bowl Prairie. We also hosted information tables at
the Boy Scouts Camp-O-Ree and Collins Aerospace Health
Fair in the fall.

Landowners Dinner

NLI held a free dinner and presentation for landowners along
Raccoon Creek to share information about resources available
to them for conservation land management practices.

Photo: Jeremy Ennis

Rockton Pelican Fest's mascot, Sherwood, fed the pelican at
NLI's booth.

Virtual Book Discussions
In 2020 NLI started holding virtual book discussions

on Zoom to provide a way to connect with others that
shared an interest in reading about topics related to
nature. In 2022 virtual book discussions were held with
authors of 7his Land of Snow (Anders Morley) and
, Bicycling with Butterflies (Sara Dykman), in addition
78 : . to hosting a discussion about 7he Hidden Life of Trees,

gl Sl L 3 i led by Marketing & Membership Committee member
Lincoln Middle School students visited Nygren Wetland Preserve Pam Shaver.
thanks to Rep. Maurice West's READY Program.

-
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Executive Director Search

Last fall NLI board President Paul Baits appointed a select committee

as required under long-since adopted key-staff succession plans. The
assembled blue ribbon search committee — all experienced NLI Trustees
— have been at work over many months crafting plans, publishing the
announced job opening and now interviewing those from among a number
of excellent candidates secking the soon-to-be open Executive Director
position. (See page 2, Executive Director’s Message by Kerry Leigh, for the

announcement about her retirement.)

One common attribute, from among the applying candidates, is their
expression of life-long passion for the Natural Land Institute’s long-term
land protection, restoration and preservation mission — especially during
this era of the 6th great extinction. These quality candidates seem attracted
to NLI’s high-quality natural and sound fiscal reputation among the
professionals in their chosen related fields.

The Search Committee’s fortunate dilemma is to select that special
candidate, from the many varied candidate backgrounds and gifts. That is,
selecting the one candidate having the best fit for the NLI of today and for
the years to come. Most assuredly, no two are alike.

As in life, there are no certainties — but the Committee is in hopes of

completing its selection and the Board its hiring by the end of June.

Jay Evans, Chair
NLI Search Committee

S R iV,
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We want to connect with you on Social Media
Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland
Preserve, Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve,
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek Woods

Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve
Twitter: NLI 1958

Instagram: NLI 1958

Tumblr: Natural Land Institute

YouTube: Natural Land Institute %ﬂaﬂd%
Linkedin:  Natural Land Institute H
TikTok: Natural Land Institute [=],

<EI0&E0

Discover Wild and
Wonderful lllinois

Get out and explore the most wild and
wonderful natural areas across the state of
lllinois using the Prairie State Conservation
Coalition hike app!

The app costs 99 cents and can be used to download more than 30
tours of trails, parks, and forest preserves in lllinois, including the
Dianne Nora Nature Trail al Nygren Wetland Preserve and several
frails at Starved Rock State Park.

If you just want fo download the app and take these lours from the
comfort of your couch, no judgment! You just might find a new hidden
gem waiting out there for you to discoverl

Enter Prairie State Hike App in your App Store
search to download on Apple or Android, or

dowekowd app om
Cooge Piry

download app tom
Spthe Anp Siore

snap these codes.
E4%E S 0 D5
%5 ;ummm kn:hm.u: §

REDy
?LL O"% The accreditation seal is awarded
m + to land trusts meeting the highest
1{\\ § national standards for excellence
., A

& .
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.1{; o-r“\.'l o and conservation peErmanence.
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Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB Standards for
- Charity Accountability and was awarded the recognition
-= as a BBB Accredited Charity. Visit the BBB website for
BBB  more information at: http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-
EEEE . reviews/internal/charity-90006838/.

@ EarthShare

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving
program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

NLI is a proud partner of 815 Outside.
815 0UTSIDE. Visic 8150utside.com to learn more about the

partners and activities to experience in nature.

PRAIRIE STATE
CONSERVATION
COALITION
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Help Protect Nature

Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org
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Summer Events at Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL 61072
Register online at NaturalLand.org or call 815/964-6666

Saturday, June 24, 2023 | 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Saturday, July 15,2023 | 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Free Admission (Registration Requested) Cost: $45 (advance) | $60 (at the door)
Fall in Love with Nature as a Family! Sio, sample and mingle v
Major Event Sponsor ($1,000): Mark and Laurie Luthin while supporting Nygren .
Event Sponsor ($500): Northern Regional Groundwater Protection Planning Committee Wetland Preserve! MN € é’—Brew

at. the wetland

Mingle, sip wine and

b craft beer from several
tasting tables, and new
this year will be the
opportunity to sample
~ avariety of whiskey
beverages. All of this,
plus music, food, cash
bar and walks through
the prairie will provide
| an enjoyable outdoor

Supporting Sponsors ($250): 815 Outside, State Bank of Davis, Studio GWA

Bring the kids or come on your own to

discover nature all around you. Kids earn a
Junior Naturalist Badge. Learning Station

topics include: The Art of Bird Journaling,
Bluebirds, Butterflies, Eagles, Fish, Groundwater,
Mammals, Native American History, Native Bees
and Wasps, Poetry/Writing, Prairies, Reptiles,
Wetlands, Woodlands. More information at
naturalland.org/familynatureadventures

Photo: Christopher Reisetter

Para informacién en espafiol, por favor visite la pagina web:
naturalland.org/familynatureadventures

-

This event is supported by grants from Listening to music and socializing while sampling summer experience. A
the Grand Victoria Foundation and the Dr. Courtney J. and Margaret Hutchins Hamlin beverages are part of the fun of Wine & Brew at the fundraiser for Nygren
Family Fund of the Community Foundation of Northern lllinois. Wetland. Wetland Preserve.
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