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Cover Photo: Sandhill Crane by Paul Lindquist

Alan Branhagen stands next to a rare Red Mulberry that he discovered during his first visit to NLI’s Conklin Preserve last summer.

023 concluded almost half a year 
as the Natural Land Institute’s 
Executive Director. I  tried to 

visit and revisit as many of Natural Land 
Institute’s preserves as possible to fully 
experience and understand what NLI 
protects. I was continually amazed how 
NLI land and water holdings contained 

so many natural treasures with diverse flora and fauna. Each 
visit exceeded my expectations! Experiencing NLI lands also 
brings back fine memories of my years of being outdoors and 
loving nature. A big thank you to all our members, donors and 
volunteers on what you’ve helped accomplish.

Starting with visits to NLI’s signature property Nygren 
Wetland Preserve, two more species got added to my 
Winnebago County bird list: Limpkin and Ruff. I’ve been 
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birding Winnebago County, Illinois since I first moved here 
in spring 1987 and the county continues as my number 
one in species count. Nygren Wetland is a birding “hotspot” 
supported by Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology’s e-bird 
data. If you are on Facebook, join our Birders of Nygren 
Wetland Preserve Group to see daily images from visitors and 
photographers to the site who generously share a wealth of 
images of what they encounter.
At Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek, we found one of 
those plants that had been lost for decades: the beautiful fen 
Black-eyed-Susan in full bloom. I found one, then a second 
new willow species so the site now has 9! Displaying male 
Bobolinks on my first visit sold me on the site, as one of the 
most declined songbirds, sites like this will play a pivotal 
role in the conservation of that amazing “upside down” bird 
(black on the bottom, white on top). I know I don’t want 
to live in a world without them and it made me think of 
when my mom taught me that species well over 50 years ago 
on her family’s farm in Iowa. Again, thanks for all of you 
who have contributed to the acquisition of this property, its 
complete restoration is in the works so it will be able support 
even more Bobolinks and other grassland birds from Eastern 
Meadowlarks (75% decline) to Henslow’s Sparrows.
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve and its prairie restoration just 
amazed me in its quality – I had not been there since I worked 
for the Forest Preserves when its donor, Judy McCleary (a 
woman way ahead of her time), gave me a tour. Oak woodland 
and prairie restoration work and the hill prairies made me 
think this might be a good place to try and re-introduce 
Northern Bobwhite “quail” as the structure of the prairies and 
savannas with bare open spaces and no dense mat of invaded 
cool season grasses could be a place the chicks could survive. 
Kudos to our stewardship staff, volunteers and the donors who 
helped fund the restoration work.
I could gush about each visit so here are the highlights: 
William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve with its monster 

chinkapin oak and rare surviving blue ash trees. The site’s 
historic quarry where a fossil crinoid was collected and named 
to science in honor of Burpee Museum of Natural History’s 
first Director, Milton Mahlberg. Watch for the site’s official 
public opening September 26th and again, thank you to Gayle 
Keefer for donating the land to NLI. 
Our Ogle County Preserves also didn’t disappoint. Devil’s 
Backbone has such unique geography and geology with 
accompanying rare flora. The acidic sandy soil is a place 
for blueberries and huckleberries and where restoration 
work might bring back some of the rarest plants in Illinois, 
including: pink corydalis, prairie dandelion, and kittentails 
recorded there in the past. Carpenter Woods has the farthest 
north population of wild hydrangea and robust cliff ferns on 
its shelf of sandstone outcrops. Kyte River Bottoms Land 
and Water Reserve with its smattering of massive oak trees, 
buttonbush thickets, sand prairie and sand savanna remnants, 
another treasure.
Yes, our preserves embody our mission: creating an enduring 
legacy of natural land in northern Illinois for people, plants 
and animals. I still have yet to visit them all and plan to 
continue to preserve even more. It takes more than just legal 
protection; they require ongoing stewardship to ward off 
invasive species, for instance. I am thankful for all your private 
support which makes this all happen.

A Bobolink sits on a Gray-headed Coneflower. Photo: Paul Lindquist
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Land Protection

Expanding Lind-McGeachie Preserve
and Protection in 2023 included two key acquisitions 
adding to the Lind-McGeachie Preserve: the 36-acre 
Kenney parcel and the 20-acre Clay Woods parcel. The 

expanded Lind-McGeachie Preserve is now almost 110 acres, 
which includes a core of old growth oak-hickory woodland 
and a meandering section of spring fed Silver Creek.  Thank 
you for support from the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation along with NLI’s incredibly generous members to 
preserve this rich and vital woodland.

The preserve opened to the public on September 28, 2023 to 
a nice crowd of NLI members and neighbors. The site’s large 
oaks drew many positive comments from visitors. Nature is 
also responding well to initial restoration work on the site. 
Two large swaths of invasive bush honeysuckle and buckthorn 
were cleared this winter and the response this spring by the 
native woodland flora far exceeded expectations. An April 
2024 visit by NLI’s Executive Director, Alan Branhagen, 
revealed masses of cut-leaved toothwort and a mid-May visit 

flowering drifts of wild geraniums.   
 “My May visit lifted my spirits with a cacophony of birdsong 
– perhaps more than any other site I have visited this spring,” 
said Branhagen. “The trees were ringing with the calls of our 
colorful migrant warblers reminding me of yesteryear. Then 
there were Red-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireo calls, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak’s warble, and the hoarse whistle of Scarlet 
Tanager. I finally saw a Broad-winged Hawk who nested 
there last year – a visit early this year also revealed a pair of 
Red-shouldered Hawks gathering sticks for their nest. Bird 
heaven!”
Silver Creek stream surveys revealed a healthy population 
of Illinois endangered Mottled Sculpin fish – they require 
cool and clean streams with gravelly riffles and bottoms. The 
surveyor thought it was the largest sample he had ever seen in 
Illinois. 
NLI is grateful for your support to protect this gem for 
nature.

L

Opposite page photo: The payout was gratifying after the woods were cleared of invasive brush at Lind-McGeachie Preserve last year with 
the incredibly beautiful showing of wild geraniums on the forest floor this spring.� Photo: Alan Branhagen

Red-shouldered Hawk (juvenile) Scarlet Tanager Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Photos: Mark Blassage
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Holding land for awhile is one of NLI’s roles.
Freeport Prairie Nature Preserve Gets
a Buffer
NLI has a long history with Freeport Prairie Nature Preserve 
(owned by Jane Addamsland Park Foundation in Freeport). 
Not only was it dedicated as an Illinois Nature Preserve 
in 1977 with assistance from NLI, it is an Illinois Natural 
Areas Inventory site. When an opportunity arose last year to 
purchase a half acre of land next to this high quality, remnant 
upland prairie, NLI purchased the land at the request of the 
Foundation with funds from them that were set aside for this 
type of purpose. NLI then transferred it to JAPF. This half 
acre will provide a protective buffer to this Illinois Nature 
Preserve.

Hanover Forest Part of Bigger Complex
NLI purchased a 35-acre wooded parcel in 2003 adjacent to 
the Hanover Bluff area and is part of a 1,100 acre complex of 
land consisting of an Illinois Nature Preserve, Illinois Land 
and Water Reserve, and State Natural Area owned by the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources and a portion that is 
owned by The Nature Conservancy. The Hanover Bluff area, 
with its unique landscape and rare plant communities, is also 
an Illinois Natural Areas Inventory site. For 20 years NLI held 
the 35-acre Hanover Forest to protect it with the intention 
of selling it to the IDNR when they were able to purchase 
it. That time came in 2023. Public access is available in the 
northern part of Hanover Bluff State Natural Area at 10600-
10700 S. Whitton Rd., Hanover, Ill. 61041.

A view of the Mississippi River from NLI’s Hanover Forest in Jo Daviess County. Photo: Judith Barnard
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Land Stewardship

Our Mission Amplified

C
Boom Wicking Marsh Master owned by RES for invasive species 
control at Nieman Marsh (contract). Photo: Zach Grycan

onservation efforts at numerous sites managed by 
Natural Land Institute yielded important results for 
rare plants and their habitats in 2023. Downy Yellow 

Painted Cup (Castilleja sessiliflora) and Pasqueflower (Anemone 
patens) are two species that NLI was able to supply seed to the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources in order to bolster 
populations that are struggling. “Genetic amplification” is a 
strategy employed by land managers to help produce a more 
sustainable population of a species that is showing signs of 
decline. These efforts play a critical part in what it really means 
to provide an enduring legacy of natural land in northern 
Illinois for people, plants and animals.

Elsewhere, we continued to reap the benefits of seed sewn in 
previous years as we geared up for future restoration efforts. 
Seed collection was a major priority for stewardship staff 
and volunteers where older restorations have had time to 
establish, like Nygren Wetland Preserve or Burr Oak Valley 
Nature Preserve. Nieman Marsh, Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon 
Creek, and Lind-McGeachie Preserve were places where 
dramatic transformations took place over the course of 2023. 

Improved restoration techniques and generous grant funding 
from various sources allowed for invasive species control and 
removal in ways that will allow the underlying habitat to thrive 
and potentially free and favor other rare and/or endangered 
species.

Cooperation between different organizations and agencies has 
played a key role in much of the success we witnessed, and 
volunteers continued to provide a steady stream of willing 
hands to exponentially increase the speed at which protected 
lands’ improved in so many ways. From the dedication of a 

new Illinois Nature Preserve 
at Lost Flora Fen on 
Raccoon Creek, to invasive 
species control at William 
& Gayle Keefer Nature 
Reserve, this year was one 
where we can happily thank 
our members, volunteers, 
and partners for making our 
mission louder and future 
brighter!

Nicor Gas team members and other volunteers harvested seeds at Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Photo: Zach Grycan
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Natural Land Institute
The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an 
enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illinois for 
people, plants and animals.
Our vision: We envision a world in which people recognize that 
we are a part of nature and act with the knowledge that our 
future depends upon preserving the natural systems that support 
all life on Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a 
private, 501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization 
based in Rockford, Illinois, which has protected more than 
18,000 acres of natural land in Illinois since 1958.

The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible 
contributions. To donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, Illinois  61104
Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org

Robert Clark, Rockton
John R. Cook, Belvidere
Mark Cormier, Rockford
 (starting in June) 
Ray Ferguson, Rockford
Russ Johansson, Rockford
Howard Knodle, Rockford
 (starting in June) 

Cristobal Manzano, Rockford
Lisa Normoyle
 (starting in June) 
Jenn Nowicki, Freeport
Laura Speer, Roscoe
 (starting in June) 
Nancy Williamson, Village of
  Lakewood

Staff:
Executive Director through July 14��������������������������������Kerry Leigh
Executive Director starting July 15��������������������������Alan Branhagen
Assistant Director����������������������������������������������������������Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship������������������������������������������Zachary Grycan
Director of Marketing & Membership�������������������������� Kim Johnsen
Restoration Ecologist�����������������������������������������������Tyler Pellegrini
Field Biologist����������������������������������������������������������Laura Helmich
Administrative Specialist���������������������������������������� Jessica Formea
Facilities Maintenance���������������������������������������������������Kent Wolfe

Weekly Volunteer:
Administration��������������������������������������������������������Marianna Page

2023 Board of Trustees:
President��������������������������������������������������������������������Paul Baits
Vice President����������������������������������������������������������Mark Luthin
Vice President��������������������������������������������������������Judy Barnard
Treasurer�����������������������������������������������������������������Nancy Holm
Secretary�������������������������������������������������������������� Ashley Sarver

Retiring Trustees
June: Jay Evans, Adam Guarino, Ricardo Montoya Picazo, Rob Young

Fiscal Year 2023 Financial Summary

Assets
Cash��������������������������������������� $         825,440
Prepaid Expenses��������������������������������� 34,878
Land Held for Preservation���������� 10,280,759
Conservation Easements���������������� 1,254,868
Buildings and Equipment����������������� 234,567
Receivables���������������������������������������� 300,000
Investments������������������������������������ 7,125,267

Total Assets���������������������������$20,055,779

Less
Payables���������������������������������� $         131,300

Net Assets�������������������������������� $19,924,479

Revenue and Expenses

Revenue
A) Contributions������������������� $         544,322
B) Grants������������������������������������������ 687,413
C) Investment Income���������������������� 998,489
D) Events, net������������������������������������� 17,170
E) Landholding and Management������ 91,672

Total Support and Revenue����$ 2,339,066

Expenses
F) Program Services�������������������� $     965,402
G) Management and General������������� 72,051
H) Membership and Fundraising�������� 12,380

Total Expenses������������������������$ 1,049,833

Summary of audited financial 
statements. For financial statements 
audited by the Benning Group, LLP, 

please visit www.naturalland.org

FY 2023
Revenue

FY 2023
Expenses

D

A

B

C

E

F

G

H
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Thank You to Our 2023 NLI Members
Protectors of the 
Land ($5,000
and above)
Anonymous
Dorothy Baits
Paul and Teri Baits
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Mark and Brenda Cormier
Jay and Jane Evans
Marilyn Fulton Foundation
John and Colleen Holmbeck
Eugene and Sasha Jarvis
John Knaus
Judy Letourneau
Nancy Maze
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Herb and Marianna Page
Dan and Susan Swift
Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards of the 
Land ($2,500 - 
$4,999)
Clare Bland
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey 

Jens
Mary Jo Brown
Ed and Vicki Eggers
William and Sally Hoff
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Joe and Sindy Micho
David and Martha Pippitt
Keith Syfert and Linda 

Miller
Daniel and Barbara 

Williams
Nancy Williamson and 

Steve Byers

Trustees of the Land 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous
Dorothy Anderson
Gary and Robin Anderson

Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz
Alan Branhagen
Gerard and Marie Bueche
Jerry and Kathleen Busse
Steve and Lisa Carter
Mary Caskey
Gary and Debra Chessare
Steve and Diane Clark
Roger Derix
Joy Duerr
Daniel and Nancy Engel
Gayle Englof
Ray and Char Ferguson
Vincent Fidanza
Steve and Diane Gleasman
Ken and Barb Hall
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Ron Holm and Alice Fox

Gary and Cathy Hoover
Elaine Hutchcroft
Steve and June Keibler
Mark Keister and Sheryl 

Wolff
Peter and Pam Lonsway
Richard Luthin
Lydia Macauley
David and Christine 

McCarty
Judi and Terry Nichols
Jerry and Diana Ogren
Jerry Paulson
Shane and Janet Peterson
Bruce Ross-Shannon and 

Ruthe Falk
David Sacks
John and Mary Sanders
Bill and Julie Shippee

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe 
in honor of Jill Kennay

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Steve and Amy 

Waranauskas
Nancy Winter

Benefactor ($500 - 
$999)
Nathan and Mayumi 

Aaberg
Jon and Tammy Aldrich
Charles Anderson
Ben Harding Family 

Foundation
Richard Benning
Andrew and Jeanne 

Bergstrom

Jared and Jennifer Boeke
John and Anna Borchers
Lynell Cannell
Elizabeth Dickinson
Kirby Doyle
Timothy and Eliza Earle
Marlene Evans
Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Charles and Prudy Harker
Jane Kerr
Kerry Leigh and Jim 

Anderson
Dick Leighton
Ronald and Kathleen 

Mattison
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Bruce and Susan Peterson
William and Nancy Plate
Roger and Mary Reithmeier

Kevin and Denise Schardt
Julianne Schmidt
Marilyn Schweitzer
Richard and Sandra Scott
Jack and Terry Shouba
Troy and Jill Skwor
Judy Snyder
Paul and Carol Soderholm
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Roland and Kay Wenig
Dana Williams and Joel 

Rennich in honor of Dan 
and Barbara Williams

Teresa Wilmot

Guardian ($250 - 
$499)
Anonymous
Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Ellen Baker
Jay Baker
Peter and Kris Baldo
Rebecca Barak
Dan and Stacy Burton
Joe and Ann Chamberlain
Marjorie and Roland Christen
Terri Clark
Randy and Sylvia Downing
Douglas Ecker
Joan Edlefsen
Gordon and Rose Eggers
Marcelle Fahr
Dianne Feldt
Kay Fisher
Ed Foster
Gregory and Laurel Franchini
Glen and Jean Gabel
Richard and Karen Gadke
James Godshalk and 

Marjorie Lundy
LaVerne Harris
Charles Hillebrand
Scott and Mary Hitchcock
David Hougan
Kim and Curt Johnsen
David and Anita Johnson
Thomas JordanA juvenile Double-crested Cormorant
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Dan and Diane Kane
Jill Kennay
Howard and Lauren Knodle
Don McFall
Hope Moore
Jerrold Moors
Marcia Mueller
Andy Newgren and 

Rebecca White Newgren
John and Karin Nitiss
Richard and Luci Nora
Paula Olson
Nancy Perry
Ronald Peterson
Ralph and Pam Prescott
Kristina Reuber
Will and Jacki Rodgers
John Rogner
Ann Marie Santora
Ashley Sarver
Richard Schlobohm
Stephen Schmaeng
David and Sue Schroepfer
Gary and Teresa Sommers
Ron and Jennifer Spielman
Jeffrey Stack and Kathryn 

Mielke
Charles Sturm
Wayne Svoboda
Robert Szafoni
Marc Taylor
Brian and Julie Thomas
Earl and Denise Thompson
Robert Voigtlander
Cindy Skrukrud and Thomas 

von Geldern
Beth Whitaker
Bill and Marijean Whitcher
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel
Jim and Janet Wilson
Christopher Wrate
Randolph Zimmerman

Protector ($100 - 
$249)
Brad and Glenna Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann 

Anderson

Carmen Augelli
Sally Baker
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Judy Barnard
Francie Barnes
Rick and Bonnie Barton
William and Leah Baskin
Mark and Gill Batterman
Brad Beile
Roger Benedict and Paula 

Christensen
Brian Benjamin
John and Marilyn Bettice
Mary Blackmore
Steve and Mardie Blomgren
Robert Boyd, III
Tom and Cheryl Butler
Taylor and Susan Carlin
Steve and Kathy Chapman
Dorothy Cieskus
Robert Clark and Cassi 

Paslick
Mary Conley
Dan and Bethany Conness
John and Marcia Cook
Alfred and Susan Cowan
Traci Crane
Margaret Curttright
John Defenbaugh
Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Dennis Dreher
Joy Duerr
Doug and Laura Dufford
Douglas Ecker
Charles and Marge Elliot
George and Mary English
Margaret Erickson
Barry and Diane Fitz
Frank and Barbara Flores
Loren and Jan Floto
Vicki Funke
Christopher Fye & 

Associates
Gary Garman
Peter Garst
John and Carol Gerrond
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Larry and Colleen Gill
William and Maureen Glass

Anne Godin
Cynthia Grantz
Andrew Gulya
Lori Gummow
Brian Hale
Steven and Keiko Hall
Mary Hallock
James Hansen
Brett and Margret Hanson
Nancy Hatten
Janet Herbert-Verhaar and 

John Verhaar
Rodger and Deena Hergert
Ray and Nina Herzer
Gary and Darcy Hess
Christopher Hill
Janet Hill
Andrea Hinkemeyer
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Richard and Jane Hoffman
Kevin Holdmann and Lenae 

Weichel
Nancy Holstrum
Wanda Hoover
Dan and Rita Houlihan
David and Cynthia House
Kurt Hubbard
Daniel and Claudia Hueber
Robert Ivey
Peggy Jencius
Mark Jenssen
Jeanette Jess
Joe and Barb Jirak
Cathy Johnson
Lee Johnson
Noelle Johnson
Randy Johnson
Bruce Kessler
Curtis and Laurie Kleckler
Barb Kober
Lloyd and Diane Koch
Elaine Lans
Pat Lawlor
Ray and Deborah Lecuyer
Nels and Liz Leutwiler
Chuck and Michele Lind
Marlene Little
Ruth and Tom Little
Dan and Julie Long

William Luhman
Rochelle Lurie
Keith and Kathleen Magnus
Dr. Madhu Malladi
Tom and Nancy Mangan
Dave and Linda Martin
Don Mateer and Dawn 

Hallsten
Bruce and Mary Anne 

Mathwich
Connie Matusiak
Karen Matz and John 

Skowronski
Pam May
Richard McCallister
Elizabeth McCoy
Kari McDonald
Dennis McFall
Rebecca McHenry
Phil and Connie McIntosh
Rich and Susan McMullen
Randy and Jessie Mermel
Virginia Meyer
Don and Sue Miller
Juliet Moderow
Denise Morgan
Katrina Mulcahy
John Nash
Beverly Neff
Chris and Myles Nelson
Christine Nelson
Richard and Shirley 

Newsome
Charles Nixon
Northwest Illinois Audubon 

Society
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Lynn Nybo
Randy Nyboer
Tom Oberg
Randy and Nancy Ocken
Marge Orchard
Joseph O’Sullivan
Betty Owano
David Paddock
Larry Page
Ejner and Margo Pagh
Ron and Susan Panzer
Beth Parentice and Patrick 

Goeckner
Arthur and Susan Pearson
Allen and Ruth Penticoff
Chelsea Peterson
John Peterson
Diane Phillips
Charles and Diane Piper
Sam and Linda Pirrello
Joseph and Barbara 

Pittman
Plantaholics Garden Club
Marjory and Gerald Rand
Christopher and Kim 

Reisetter
Kevin and Kim Rohling
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Brad and Sue Roos
Greg and Karen Ruffner
John and Catherine 

Schafman
Karen Schiller
Frank and Rhonda Schmitt
Walter and Lana Schmitt
Jeffrey Schneider
Michael and Patty 

Schneider
Verna Schubert
Susan Schulze in memory 

of George B. Fell
Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Lynn and Dan Sellers
Upal and Tracy Sengupta
Nancy Shade
James and Ingrid Siebel
John and Mona Siebel
Kathleen Simms
Laura Sjoquist and John 

Kaufmann
Lloyd Smith
Linda Spickler
Dominick Squicciarini
Shawn Stacey-Choinard
Elba Stirlen
Rick and Susan Strader
Brad Suster
Ross Sweeny
Janis Thelen
Ken Thomson and Mari 

Weikel

Pablo Toral
Jack Tower
Jim and Alison Vanderpoel
Kaye Victor
Dave and Terry Walker
Don and Kathleen Walker
Randall Walker
Thomas and Karen Walsh
John and Susan Walt
William Walz
Walter and Virginia Watson
Richard and Kathleen 

Welch
Joylene Westphal
Whiteside Co. Soil and 

Water Cons. Dist.
Wild Ones Greater Kane 

County Chapter
Doug and Diane Wilson
Judith Wyatt
Lute Wyttenbach
Mary Zaander
David Zaber

Supporting ($50 - 
$99)
Susan Adams and Gregg 

Schneider
Dean Almquist
Gary and Carol Anderson
Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Richard Baldwin
Ken and Julie Beach
Karen Blomgren
Joe Bove
Mary Brady
Thomas Brain
Todd and Tara Cagnoni
Kevin and Sharon Cahill
Bruce and Mary Canterbury
Ellen Caskey
Sherri Crawford
Wendy Dahlberg
Ilene Dailey
Diane Dailing
Corrine Daniels
Chris and Kathy Dixon
Lora Edwards and Michael 

Simmons
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Judy Emmett
Mary Lou Fitzpatrick
DeLon and Carol Fox
Andrew Fulrath
Jeff Gahris
Marissa Giannangeli and 

Derek Nelson
Kimberley Haag
Dale and Amy Hamilton
Susan Heinke
Bill and Kady Hevrin
Joan Hocker
Susan Hukle
Dan and Betsy Johnson
Garnett Johnson
Nita Johnson
Kathi Jurkowski
Michael and Dori Kearney
Paula Kehoe
Terry and Marcee Keilback
Mary Kisamore
Jane Klep
Dr. Thornton Kline, Jr.
Gary and Jeanne Kovanda
Carol Kraft
Wendell and Judy Kurr
John Larson
Diane Lichtenstein and 

Steven Diamond
Paul and Holly Lindquist
Susan Lindsay-Jones
Jan MacLeod
Carolyn Mann
Linda Martin
Char and George Mayland
John and Cindy McKee
Neil McLaughlin
Sarah Meadus
Suzette Merchant
Philip and Janet Meyers
Rebecca Millar
David Miller
John and Barb Miller
Gilbert Mitchell
Don and Mary Kay 

Morrison
Dennis Nemeth
Lisa Normoyle
Raylin Olson

Barb Peterson
Linda Posner
Carolyn Rasmussen
Jane Reuber
Jacqueline Rheaume
John and Gayle Risley
Jim and Sallyann Roberts
Arnold and Kathy Rosen
Sandy Sarno
Kathy Scarpaci
Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
John and Ann Shallcross
Keith and Pamela Shaver
Bob Shaw
Lurane Slaght
Jeanne Smith
Paige Spangler
Laura Speer
Lynne Townsend
Randy and Julie Trank
Valley Orchard
Joe Vanbarrriger
Cari Vanderheyden
Jim and Mary Vieregg
Neita Webster
Kenneth Wengert
Ann Whitney
Laura Whittemore
Sara Winter
Dan and Amy Wolf
Ross Youngberg

Partner ($35 - $49)
B.J. Alexis
Matthew and Tiara 

Bertrand
Shelby Best
Chris Bielawski
Brian Bielema
Ilene Bindl
Drake Branca
Sue Breidigam
Neal and Julie Buelow
Brenda Byrne
Keith Copeland
Charles Corley
Amy Couillard
Bradley DalSanto
Mike and Rachel Davis

Marcia DeClerk
Ron and Phyllis DeGraff
Deb Dietz
Janell Drolsum
Jim Duhigg
Nicole Eckstein
Wendy Edgington
Suzanne Falconer
Margaret Fox-Hawthorne
Robert Fritsch
Lynn Gibson
Jennifer Gilbert
Trisha Greenfield
Annette Hagerty
Matthew Hall
Charles and Polly Haller
Jeffery Hawkins
Julia Heglund
Jackie Hickey
John Hockman
Ken and Kathleen 

Hodowanic
Nancy Hoey
Janet Hoisington
Larry and Lois Holeton
Brian Horner
Jean Howell
Nancy Jacobson
Carla Jaffe
Kyle Keesey
Martin and Vonnie Kehoe
Carolyn Keller
Charlene and Alan Knudten
Mark Lautenschlager
Lora Leigh
Ann Martin
Sheila McCabe
Jerry McCormick
Jeanne McGowan
Jill Medland
Mark Meier
Bill Midgett
Gill Moreland
Toni Murray
John Nall
Ron Nelson
Betty O’Neal
Lisa Ott
Mark Palo

Jeff and Paula Parentice
Josephine Peebles
Douglas and Kathryn 

Pherigo
Daniel Pohl
Dwayne Proctor
Lauralee Reese
Elizabeth Roseman
Virginia Rous
Garrett Schmoldt

Susan Schumacher
Christopher Shaffer
David and Jackie Shair
John and Dawn Skupien
David and Lori Sollenberger
Carrie Stralow
Jeff and Christine Swanberg
Julie Thompson
Laurie Van Dreese
Mario Villan
Bob and Sonia Vogl
Linda Vojtech
John and Kim Vollmer
Dave Watts
Owen Wavrinek
Robert Wendt
Mark and Melissa West
John White
Diana Wiemer
Larry and Tess Wilke

Richard Wilsie
Karen Witter
Lauretta Wolf
Jerrold Zar

Other
Ders Anderson
Clint Anliker
Dennis Anthony
Andy Bacon

Kaleb Baker
Joe Becker
Lorene Benzel
Catherine Biagioli
Scott Boyd
Edward and Denise Collins
Jack and Lora Cook
Carlos and Eliana Gomez
Frances Gregorcy
Lisa Haderlein and Tom 

Cubr
Alice Heath
Heather Herakovich
James Howlett
Bill and Susan Kleiman
Stefan Krajisnik
Dan Lobbes
Julie Maffei
Mark Maffei
Ron and Elsie Magnussen

Pam Mott
Cynthia Neavor
Rhonda Parsons
Tyler Pellegrini and Jaimie 

Curtis
Paul and Velta Pocs
Steve Ragsdale
Laura Rea
Michael Redmer
Chris and Terry Remhof

Linda Ricker
Taylor Rockwell
Karol Rosman
Denise Schott
Charles Sewell
Thom and Teresa Shelow
Paul Sikes
Elle Sowell
Isabelle Spencer
Joe Swierkosz
Wendy Tumminello
Karen Weedman
Vicki Weidenbacher

Corporate Council
Baney Construction
Midwest Packaging and 

Container, Inc. 
North Pointe Health & 

Wellness Center

Ruby-throated Hummingbird drinks nectar from a Blue Vervain flower

Photo: Paul Lindquist
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Thank You to Our 2023 Project Gifts
Thank You to NLI 
Project Partners
Anonymous
Alfred & Ella Peterson 

Anderson Family 
Foundation 

Linda & John Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

David & Colleen Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Jeffrey R. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Kristin L. Anderson 
Charitable Foundation

Tracy E. Anderson 

Charitable Foundation
Dorothy Baits
Black-Periman Foundation
Brubaker Charitable Trust
Community Foundation of 

Northern Illinois
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Forest Preserves of 

Winnebago County 
Grand Victoria Foundation
Guy Reno Family 

Foundation
Hamill Family Foundation
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation 

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources

Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation

John Knaus
Judith Letourneau 
Merrill Johnson Trust 
Gordon and Linda Neese
Don and Espie Nelson
Nicor Gas
Marianna and Herb Page
Roscoe Sportsman’s Club
The Conservation Fund
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation

Thank you for 
Donations for the 
Acquisition of the 36-
acre Addition to Lind-
McGeachie Woods

Gifts $1,000+
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Gary and Robin Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann Anderson
Paul and Teri Baits
Tim and Catherine Balassie
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey 

Jens

Mark and Brenda Cormier
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Helen Hill
John Knaus
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Nancy Maze
Carrie Meyer
Jane Reuber
Greg and Karen Ruffner
Julianne Schmidt
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation
Lute Wyttenbach

Gifts up to $999
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Dorothy Anderson
Carmen Augelli
Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Peter and Kris Baldo
Brian and Liz Barnes
Joy Beckman and Dan 

Boutelle
Brian Benjamin
Richard Benning
Suzanne Black
Bernie and Cindy Buchholz
Gerard and Marie Bueche
Mary Caskey
Susan Cerny
Sharon Chakoian
Nancy Degnan
Roger Derix
Machelle Dopkins
Kirby Doyle
Douglas Ecker
Nicole Eckstein
Mike and Deb Eickman
Sylvia Emerson
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Ted and Janice Gill
Carlos and Eliana Gomez
Patricia Gomez
Andrew Gulya
Dennis and Cheryl Henry
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Kurt Hubbard

Scott and Karen Hulick
Russ and Gin Johansson
Kim and Curt Johnsen
Garnett Johnson
Nita Johnson
Jean Killingsworth
Barb Kober
Susan Layng
Susan Lindsay-Jones
Tom and Nancy Mangan
Matt Markley
Linda Martin
Pam May
Don McFall
Rebecca McHenry
Richard and Kristine 

McMahon
Rich and Susan McMullen
Jill Medland
Mark Meier
John and Barb Miller
Toni Murray
Laura Neece
Beverly Neff
Christine Nelson
Charles Nixon
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Tom Oberg
David Paddock
Rhonda Parsons
Jerry Paulson
Bruce and Susan Peterson
Kimatha Phillips
George Richeson
Renee Rieskamp
John and Gayle Risley
Will and Jacki Rodgers
Russ Rudey
Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
Julianne Schmidt
Frank and Rhonda Schmitt
Bob Shaw
Jackie Spelman
Ed and Judy Stemwedel
Ross Sweeny
Kerry Tatlow
Steven and Marcia TerrillRusty Patched Bumble Bee and Goldenrod Soldier Beetle on False Sunflower

Photo: Barbara Williams
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Earl and Denise Thompson
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Matthew Vincent
Joylene Westphal
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel
Doug and Diane Wilson

Thank You 
for Generous 
Donations for the 
20-acre Addition 
to Lind-McGeachie 
Preserve
Ill. Clean Energy 

Community Foundation
Gary and Robin Anderson
Gary and Mary Ann 

Anderson
Eric and Becky Baeverstad
Robert and Beverly Beebe
Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz
Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey 

Jens
Joy Duerr
Jay and Jane Evans
Wayne and Virginia 

Hatwich
William and Sally Hoff
John Knaus
Nancy Maze
Louis Mule’
Jane Reuber
Dan and Susan Swift
Mark Vanderpoel and Linda 

Coady
Vanderpoel Conservation 

Foundation
Dave and Nancy Voss

Gifts up to $999
Northwest Illinois Audubon 

Society
James Akers
Bill and Mary Anne Ax
Paul and Teri Baits
Judy Barnard
Beverly Baxter

Richard Benning
Linda Bergstrom
Catherine Biagioli
Suzanne Black
Janice Bowman
Sue Breidigam
Elizabeth Brewer
Keith Copeland
Marcia DeClerk
Roger Derix
Kirby Doyle
Janell Drolsum
Lora Edwards and Michael 

Simmons
Mike and Deb Eickman
Barry and Diane Fitz
Graham and Fiona Fordyce
Lydia Garvey
Ted and Janice Gill
Sheri Glowinski
Anne Godin

Patricia Gomez
Reid Goodrich
Andrew Gulya
Rita Haelman
Mary Hallock
David Hansen
Wayne and Virginia 

Hatwich
Charles Hillebrand
Paul and Linda Hoefert
Tom and Marline Holmes
Kurt Hubbard
Susan Hukle
Scott and Karen Hulick
Russ and Gin Johansson
David and Anita Johnson
Gary and Jeanne Kovanda
Doug and Deb Kruger
Susan Lacerra
Susan Layng
Co Leber and Robert 

Mirgain
Janaan Lewis
Chuck and Michele Lind
Dan and Julie Long
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Matt Markley
Pam May
Don McFall
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Nancy McManus Olson
Mark Meier
Jim Miglin
Don and Sue Miller
John and Barb Miller
Scott and Kelly Monson
Christine Nelson
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Tom Oberg
David Paddock
Jeff and Paula Parentice
Rhonda Parsons

Jerry Paulson
Earl and Dianna Peters
Ronald Peterson
Jacqueline Rheaume
Cassandra Rodgers
Susan Rogowski
Timothy and Carrie Rollins
Bruce Ross-Shannon and 

Ruthe Falk
Ashley Sarver
Loren and Linda Schafer
John and Catherine 

Schafman
Randy and Nancy Schietzelt
Julianne Schmidt
Dave and Pat Schubert
Nancy Shade
Jack and Terry Shouba
Paul Sikes
Kathleen Simms
John and Dawn Skupien

Robert and Vicki Stretton
Joe Swierkosz
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Tuo Vigneto
Matthew Vincent
Garrett Waecker
Greg Wahl
Walter and Virginia Watson
Dan and Carol Webber
Diana Wiemer
Larry and Tess Wilke
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel
Nancy Williamson and 

Steve Byers
Sara Winter
Lute Wyttenbach
David Zaber

Gift to the Conser-
vation Easement 
Endowment Fund
James and Marilyn 

Anderson

Thank you so much 
for Gifts for Bell 
Bowl Prairie
Anonymous
Sheryl Almquist Hall
Peter and Kris Baldo
Judy Barnard
Brian Benjamin
John and Anna Borchers
Alyson Broman Conn
Kirby Doyle
George and Mary English
Mary Lou Fitzpatrick
Glen and Jean Gabel
Rich and Joyce Gibbons
Dale and Amy Hamilton
Ken and Kathleen 

Hodowanic
Garnett Johnson
Barbara Lehman
Connie Matusiak
Darryl McCabe
John Nash

NLI Trustee Rob Clark lends a helping hand on a prescribed burn at NLI’s Foss Farm.

Photo: Rob Clark
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Charles Nixon
Randy Nyboer
Chelsea Peterson
Joan Sage
Stephen Schmaeng
Nancy Shade
Barbara and Jack Simon
Dave and Terry Walker
Karen Weedman
Wild Ones - Rock River 

Valley Chapter

Employer Matching 
Gift Programs
Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
Blackbaud Giving Fund
EarthShare of Illinois
Exelon CyberGrants
General Mills
Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
ThermoFisher Scientific

Thank You to Our 
In-Kind Donors
Judy Barnard donated 3 

mats, refreshments, silent 
auction items, and framed 
prints for NLI events

Frank and Barbra Flores 
donated industrial pallet 
racks

David Holman produces 
GIS-based maps for NLI 
preserves

Chad Hoover provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Silver Creek 
Woods

Martin Kehoe provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Conklin Preserve

Joe Micho provided 
equipment for restoration 
at Burr Oak Valley Preserve

Gordon and Linda Neese 
provided equipment for 
stewardship projects

Joe Petrow provided 
equipment for restoration 
work at Silver Creek 
Woods and the Foss Farm

Andrew Williams and 
Rebecca Christoffel 
donated a farm gate

New Conservation@
Home Members
Tyler Pellegrini and Jaimie 

Curtis
Linda Ricker
Paul Sikes

Donations in 
Memory of Dan 
Fischer:
Alice Angel
Gary Blaser

Steve and Mardie Blomgren
Timothy Coogan and 

Alexandra Hua
Kenneth Fischer
Jackie Fischer-Casey
Steve and Robin Gausebeck
Lynda Graber
Doug Hils
Thomas Hils
Tim Hils
Douglas Jury
Val Kalen
Jack Knight
David Lantz
Randy and Sandra Locke
Ronald and Kathleen 

Mattison
Jon McGinty
Matthew and Kimberli 

Peerenboom
Denise Purvis
Penny Richardson
Jolene Rudisill
Joel Sjostrom

Fred and Hilda Stellema
John and Kim Vollmer
Neita Webster
Teresa Wilmot
Grateful Fund
Pledgeling Foundation

In Memory of 
Romayne Little:
Chuck and Greta Alfano
Karel and Jan Berger
Paul Christensen
Andrea and Steve Hryszczuk
Patricia Kane
Marlene Little
Naomi Madden
Jeff and Jane Miller
Donna Myers
Cary and Betsy Winn

Gifts in Memory of 
Bruce Olson:
Argent Capital, Inc.
Anna Akerlund
John and Betty Akerlund
Marcia Aramovich
George and Rhonda Arends
Jennifer and Jason Bailey
Donald and Cheryl Balsam
Gerald and Christine Bauer
David and Cherry Beto
Denver and Pamela Bitner
Karen Blomgren
Jacqueline Bolger Buffo
Richard Brattland
Bruce and Barbara Brigham
Sheila Brodbeck
William and Renee Buhl
Paul Christensen
Glenn and Laura Chudacoff
John and Marcia Cook
Greg and Lorna Cote
Alex and Stephanie 

DiBenedetto
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Gordon and Rose Eggers
Hans and Laurie Fester
Diane and Terry Field

Robert and Carol 
Fredrickson

Lori Frith
John Haben
Rhonda Hanley
Martin Hartlieb
Dianne Healy
Jake Johnson
John and Danita Johnson
Nancy Johnson and Natalie 

Willis
Sally Jouris
Jim and Pam Keeling
D. Stephen Kiley
Clay Kloster
Paul and Libby Knopp
Jeffery and Sally Krogh
Jane Lightcap
Susan Lundin
Kent and Marti Mallquist
Maniena Maring
Ryan Marsh
Donald and Sherrilyn Martin
Amy Marzorati
Stephen and Chris Moore
Willard Moore Jr and 

Christine Moore
Becky Morris
Mark and Grace Murphy
John and Patricia Myers
Thomas Nabity
Lisa Novak
Michael Peck
Thomas and Britta Peterson
Sasha Pogwizd
Fred and Mary Powell
Ben Rasmussen
John Schurz
David and Elizabeth Sharpe
Thomas and Karen Shifo
Sjostrom and Sons 

Foundation
Mary Ann Smith
Diana Spurgeon
Dawn Stock
Wesley Stone
Richard Swenson
William and Cathrine 

Thiede

Preschoolers from Green Bean Academy investigate what’s growing at the Nygren Wetland.

Photo: Rob Clark
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Charles and Robin 
Thompson

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
Theresa Trebon
Randy and Bobbi Vogt
Jean Marie Volpe
David and Rosalie 

Whitehouse
Shirley Wiklund
Sally Williams
M. Darlene Wilson

Gifts in Memory of 
Martin Skelcy:
Stephanie Bodine
Angelo Bommarito
Tony Bove
Kathleen Mackey
Edward McGill
Jon McGinty
Gary and Joanne McIntyre
Lyle McKinney
Suzette Merchant
Lori and Arlyn Poppen
Edward Rottman

Caroline Summers

William and Daina Osborne 
gave in memory of 
Clarabelle Scherbarth

Neil and Carol Pontious 
gave in honor of Paul 
Letourneau

Patricia and Bryan Burgy 
supported the Rockford 
Country Club prairie 
restoration

James Weichel gave a 
donation in honor of 
Kevin Holdmann

2023 Donors to 
the Gordon G. 
Eggers Fund, an 
Endowment for the 
Nygren Wetland 
Preserve
Ed and Vicki Eggers
Emerson Eggers

Gordon and Rose Eggers
Alan and Barrie Gibby in 

honor of Georganne and 
Gordon Eggers

Thomas Jordan
Bob and Elizabeth Lind
Richard Luthin
Arthur and Susan Pearson

Donations for 
Nygren Wetland 
Restoration
Campbell Science
Robert Clark & Cassi 

Paslick
John & Marcia Cook
Wendy Dahlberg
Dan and Judy Davis
Ray and Nancy Derksen
Charles Hillebrand
Olive Holmes
Gordon & Linda Neese
Richard and Luci Nora
Dwayne Proctor

Donations for 
the Stewardship 
Endowment
Hamill Family Foundation
Jim and Alison Vanderpoel
Andrew Williams and 

Rebecca Christoffel

Thank you for gifts 
in honor of Kerry 
Leigh’s Retirement
Paul Baits
Karen Blomgren
Mary Caskey
Robert Clark & Cassi Paslick
Jennifer Filipiak
Russ and Gin Johansson
Alan and Jennifer Nowicki
Ann Schmitt
Keith Syfert & Linda Miller
Nancy Williamson and 

Steve Byers
Mary Zaander

In Appreciation to 
our Annual Dinner 
Sponsors:
Baney Construction and 

Restoration, Inc.
von Briesen & Roper
WilliamsMcCarthy LLP
Friends of Hackmatack 

National Wildlife Refuge
Openlands Project
Paul and Teri Baits
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering, LTD
The Eggers Family
Specialty Screw Corp.
Illinois Nature Preserves 

Commission
Dave and Nancy Voss
The Nature Conservancy
Midwest Packaging and 

Container, Inc.
The Conservation Fund
McMahon Associates, Inc.
ARC Design Resources, Inc
Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation
Solutions In The Land
Friends of Illinois Nature 

Preserves
Gibbons Electric, Inc.
Land Conservancy of 

McHenry County
North Pointe Health & 

Wellness Center
Olson Ecological Solutions
Boone County Conservation 

Dist.
Viking Chemical

Thank you to our 
Wine & Brew at the 
Wetland Sponsors:
Anonymous
Cindy Campbell
Sjostrom and Sons, Inc.
Gibbons Electric, Inc.
Midwest Packaging and 

Container, Inc.

Specialty Screw Corp.
Studio GWA
Paul and Teri Baits

Family Nature 
Adventures 
Grantors and 
Sponsors
815 Outside
a5 Branding & Digital
The Dr. Courtney J. and 

Margaret Hutchins 
Hamlin Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois

Kiwanis Club of Rockford
Mark and Laurie Luthin
Paul and Teri Baits
N. Regional Groundwater 

Protection Planning 
Committee

Studio GWA
State Bank of Davis

Karen Blomgren supported 
a summer intern

Gordon and Linda 
Neese supported land 
stewardship

Larry and Colleen Gill gave 
in memory of Peter Rossi

NLI was a beneficiary of 
Ronald Goepfert’s IRA

Harvard State Bank gave 
in honor of customers 
enrolling in estatements

Richard Incelli donated in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. D. 
Frederick

Julie Jastrow gave in honor 
of Kathy Dierstein

John Nash gave in honor 
of Candy Allen and Tom 
Kerdklotz

Daniel Oberg donated in 
honor of Tom Oberg

Prairie Street Brewing Co. 
featured NLI as a Dinner 
on the Docks Charity

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe 
gave in honor of Randy 
Vincent

An unintentional face to face with a coyote

Photo:
Randy Zimmerman

Photo: Jill Kennay

Downy Gentian (Gentiana puberulenta)
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Community Outreach and Engagement
NLI staff and volunteers hosted events at NLI preserves and participated in community events by hosting an 
information table and children’s activity throughout the year. Highlights from 2023 are included here. If you would 
like to volunteer at events or join the NLI Community Outreach & Engagement Committee please contact Kim 
Johnsen at 815/964-6666 or kjohnsen@naturalland.org. Also contact Kim if you would like to invite NLI to be a 
part of your event with an information table and/or children’s activity.

2023 in Review     
Getting people into natural areas increases their understanding of why it’s important to protect the plants, 
animals, land, water and air in their community.

Zach Grycan (R), NLI Director of Stewardship led a group at the fall Open House at Lind-McGeachie Preserve on Sept. 28, 2023. Join us for 
the fall OAKtober Hike at this preserve on Sat., Oct.26, 2024, at 1:30 p.m.

Photo: Jill Kennay
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NLI held a New Year’s Day Hike at our William & Gayle 
Keefer Nature Reserve (Rockton). This was a partnership with 
815 Outside that included hot cocoa and snacks. Wander at 
the Wetland: A Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike was held on 
Feb. 6 at Nygren Wetland Preserve (Rockton). 
In May NLI hosted two field trips to Nygren Wetland 
Preserve for Dolan Education Center and Green Bean 
Academy. In June we gave a tour of Nygren Wetland to the 
Northwest Illinois Audubon Society.
NLI partnered with Severson Dells Nature Preserve to 
present 10 guided hikes for the Wildflower Walkabout series 
from the end of April through the end of June.
Family Nature Adventures was held at Nygren Wetland on 
June 24 with 15 nature and arts themed learning stations. 
Community organizations that partnered with us to host a 
station were: Burpee Museum of Natural History, Forest 
Preserves of Winnebago County, Macktown Living 
History, Nature at the Confluence, Northern Regional 
Groundwater Protection Planning Committee, Severson 
Dells Nature Center, Sinnissippi Audubon Society, and 
Welty Environmental Center. Thank you to our Sponsors 
and Grantors (see page 15).

Providing opportunities for children to participate in activities at 
Family Nature Adventures leads to a better understanding of their 
role in nature. Here children learn how pollution impacts the soil 
and water as it enters streams and rivers with the watershed model. 
This station was hosted by Northern Illinois Groundwater Protection 
Planning Committee, also one of the sponsors of the event.

Wine & Brew at the Wetland, a fundraiser for Nygren Wetland 
Preserve and held there on July 15, included several beer, wine 
and whiskey tasting stations. It was catered by GreenFire 
Restaurant. Thank you to the beverage vendors: Prairie St. 
Brewing Co., Pig Minds Brewing Co., Carlyle Brewing Co., 
Urban Forest Craft Brewing, Forest City Brewers and Artale & 
Co. Thank you to Kelly Steward and Company, who provided 
the musical entertainment.
Thank You to the Sponsors (see page 15).
The OAKtober Hike was held on Oct. 28 at Burr Oak Valley 
Nature Preserve (Roscoe). 
Open House events were held at Lind-McGeachie Preserve 
(6100 Fitzgerald Rd., Rockford, IL 61102) on Sept. 28th and 
Oct. 7th at Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek (5565 Yale Bridge 
Rd., Rockton, IL 61072). These preserves are now open to the 
public daily, sunrise to sunset. Both events were supported by 
grants from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation.

Tasting craft brews, wine and whiskey in the natural setting of 
Nygren Wetland Preserve provided a relaxing and fun afternoon.

Photo: Kim Johnsen

Photo: Jill Kennay
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Celebration and Recognition
NLI’s Annual Dinner and Presentation of the George 
and Barbara Fell Award on April 12th at The Radisson 
Conference Center (Rockford). Kerry Leigh received the Fell 
Award as recognition for her accomplishments in land and 
water protection during her career. The Guest Speaker was 
Steve Apfelbaum. Thank you to all of the Sponsors (see page 
15).
Rockton Pelican Fest, held on May 20th in downtown 
Rockton and at Nygren Wetland Preserve celebrated the 
migration of American White Pelicans and other birds 
through the area, as well as the unique shops and restaurants 
of historic Rockton. It was presented by NLI, JR Finally Art 
Studio & Gallery, Sinnissippi Audubon Society, and The 
Village of Rockton. 
Paul Sikes, Tyler Pellegrini and Linda Richter had their yards 
inspected and received recognition with the Conservation@
Home signs for their native habitat efforts.

NLI hosted a Book Signing Meet & Greet with our new 
Executive Director, Alan Branhagen, on Nov. 14 where guests 
could buy one of his books about native plants or bring their 
own and have him sign it. Alan is author of Native Plants of 
the Midwest and The Midwest Native Plant Primer, as well 
as The Gardener’s Butterfly Book. On Dec. 5th NLI hosted 
a Holiday Open House at the office for the opportunity to 
mingle with staff, Trustees and members.

Participating in Community Events
NLI hosted an information table and a children’s activity at 
Pollinator Palooza at Severson Dells Nature Center on April 
22 and at Rockford City Market on June 16. We were also a 
partner in promoting the City Nature Challenge: Rock River 
Valley led by Severson Dells. On Sept. 20th NLI hosted an 
information table at Collins Aerospace Health & Wellness Fair.  

Caring for the land offers community 
service and learning opportunities.
Fall Prairie Harvest Day, a seed collection event, was held on 
Sept. 9 at Nygren Wetland. Seed collecting was also conducted 
throughout the year at various preserves by volunteers, as 
well as invasive species removal and other tasks at Pop Up 
Stewardship Events and Third Saturdays at Silver Creek 
Woods Preserve. Volunteer restoration days were also held at 
the William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve, Lost Flora Fen 
on Raccoon Creek, Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Lind-
McGeachie Preserve and Nygren Wetland Preserve. We also 
hosted employee groups from Nicor Gas, RSM, WIPFLI, 
and a student group from the University of Illinois School of 
Pharmacy for restoration days at several preserves.

Thank you to the 303 volunteers who supported NLI in 2023, 
contributing 3,803 hours. 184 people gave 1,682 hours of their 
time for land stewardship. 119 people gave their time on the 
Board of Trustees and committees, in the office and at events.

Collecting seeds at Fall Prairie Harvest Day is easy and fun.

Photo: Kim Johnsen
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Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren 
Wetland Preserve, Howard D. Colman Dells Nature 
Preserve, Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver 
Creek Woods Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer 
Nature Reserve

X:	 NLI 1958

Instagram:	 NLI 1958

YouTube:	 Natural Land Institute

LinkedIn:	 Natural Land Institute

TikTok:	 Natural Land Institute

Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB Standards for Charity 
Accountability and was awarded the recognition as a BBB 
Accredited Charity. Visit the BBB website for more information 
at: http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-reviews/internal/
charity-90006838/.

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving 
program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

We want to connect with you 
on Social Media

Naturalland.org

Two Limpkins at Nygren Wetland Preserve in August. This was a first sighting of this species there and in Winnebago County.

Photo: Joan Edlefsen

Check out the Prairie State Hike App that 
includes information and a guided tour of the 
Dianne Nora Nature Trail at Nygren Wetland 
Preserve. Many other trails throughout the State 
of Illinois are featured on this app, as well. Find 
the app in your Apple or Android store.
Cost: 99 cents.

Party on the Prairie is an important fundraiser for Nygren Wetland 
Preserve on July 20, 2024. We will happily accept any donations of gift 
certificates and nature related or local artisan items for the silent auction. 
Please submit your donation by July 9th. Call Kim at the NLI office (815/964-
6666) with any questions and to let her know you plan to donate an item.
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Help Protect Nature
Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org

320 S. Third Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Phone: 815/964-6666
E-mail: info@naturalland.org
www.NaturalLand.org
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Saturday, July 20th n 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m.

Event Kickoff Concert by
THREE

GOOD MEN
(in the auxiliary tent)

and Wagon Rides
throughout the prairie

5:30 p.m.
Social Hour and
Silent Auction

6:30 p.m.
Dinner is served by
GREENFIRE

is for the
BIRDS!

FUNDRAISER for NYGREN WETLAND PRESERVE

For more information and to make reservations online, visit www.NaturalLand.org

Location: Nygren Wetland Preserve
3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton

PARTY on the PRAIRIE
Cost: $90

per person

Photo: Paul Lindquist


