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It was exciting to see this Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee, a federally endangered
species, pollinating a Wild Bergamot
flower during the Members Only Hike at
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve on July
- 24th.

Volunteers distribute nat|ve seeds at Nleman n Marsh in a squ|shy wet area fllled Wlth Marsh

Marigolds, hoping to eradicate the invasive cattail.

Photo: Zach Grycan

Nature's Respovises a Joy to Behold

w orking to protect and improve

natural areas is no small task,
but we're up for it and we've got a
lot of projects ongoing that showcase
some really important progress in
some very unique habitats! The
spring prairie and savanna seeding
at Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve
will provide additional high-quality
habitat for many songbirds and
insects such as Lark Sparrows,
American Kestrels, Rusty Patched
Bumble Bees, and Blister Beetles, to
name a few.

Stewardship staff and volunteers have

been working to seed new prairies at
Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek
and clear invasive species at Silver
Creek Woods and Lind-McGeachie
Preserves, William & Gayle Keefer
Nature Reserve, and Howard D.
Colman Dells Nature Reserve.

In May, volunteers planted 400
bareroot trees at Lind-McGeachie
Preserve through Living Lands &
Waters’ Million Trees Initiative
which aims to re-establish native,
nut-bearing, hardwood trees along
waterways and watersheds, provide
shelter and a viable food source for
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wildlife and migratory birds, increase biodiversity, help site that NLI owns called Nieman Marsh and helped
reduce erosion and run-off, and improve water and air seed an enhancement across the property where invasive
quality, among other benefits. cattail reduction has been ongoing through a grant

As we press on with the work of restoring natural areas in supported by Ducks Unlimited.
northern Illinois, it is humbling to see how many people  Whether it’s cattail reduction or removal of invasive
really care when they come to help seed new prairies, brush, new blooms in a prairie planting, or various

maintain trails for public access, or clear invasive species  wildlife observations, nature’s responses to well-timed
in order to help forested ecosystems regenerate and

management can be a joy to behold. We are grateful
rebound from the onslaught of woody invasives.

for these continued successes and want to take this
A hardy crew showed up this spring to a lesser known opportunity to thank our supporters and volunteers!

NLTI Welcomes New Staff Member

Kyle Hulbert, Natural Resources Technician

Editor’s Note: Kyle started on June 24, 2024. Please join
us in welcoming him to our team. He can be reached at

khulbert@naturalland.org

i, my name is Kyle Hulbert. I am the new Natural

Resources Technician for NLI. I grew up in Southern
Wisconsin, and I currently live with my fiancé, Peyton, just
outside of Beloit, Wisconsin. I am an avid outdoorsperson
and enjoy canoeing, birding, and, of course, looking at native
prairie plants!
I am so excited to join the team at NLI and I have already
had the opportunity to work on some amazing sites. So far
this summer we have been keeping busy with plenty of seed
collection, removal of invasives, and even getting out for a few
volunteer events.

My favorite site so far has been Burr Oak Valley Nature
Preserve. The
wildflowers blooming
there have provided

a consistent place to

observe pollinators
like bumble bees. I !

am looking forward to » :
getting to work with ! ' y !

5 - F I . )
alllolf LI el A Black-and-Gold Bumble Bee (Bombus
staff, volunteers, and  5icommas) pollinating a Pale Purple e
partners! Coneflower (Echinacea pallida). photo: kyle Hubert -~ Kyle Hulbert
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Natural Land Institute 3
Welcome and Thank You to Our AmeriCorps Service Members

Editor’s Note: Thank you to Severson Dells Nature Center for coordinating the AmeriCorps Service Members for NLI.

VB Sasha Lodge

wasn't entirely sure what to expect when I
I started at NLI, but my summer has been filled
with great new experiences and interesting information.
I’'m passionate about nature and the environment and
eager to learn more about how it all works.

Currently a senior at Guilford High School, I plan to
major in environmental science in college. I applied for
this internship to learn more about local ecosystems
and climate, and to see if fieldwork is the right path for
me.

I've learned about native prairie species like blazing
star and butterfly milkweed, as well as how to identify
various non-native invasive plants like sweet clover
and bird’s-foot trefoil. I've also gained new skills like
building a table, identifying insects, and tracking an
endangered turtle.

NLI has a great crew and I've enjoyed working with
everyone. Laura, Zach, and Kyle do a great job at
making sure we have a wide variety of experiences
during our time at NLI and are always ready to answer
any questions we have.

It’s been fascinating to learn about the different
properties and the factors involved in managing them.
I'm eager to build on these experiences and continue
Photo: Laura Helmich |earning about the natural world in the future!

Sasha Lodge holding a Spiny Softshell Turtle.

S+6W a rdsh lP 1. Clean yellow kitty litter buckets (with tops if possible)
. . 2. Rubber boots and waders (looking for smaller sizes)
Wish List... )

3. Industrial Shelving (Pallet Rack or Metal Shelving)

Do you want to help improve local habitat efforts?
4. Pull-behind mower for ATV/UTV

Donating items from the stewardship wish list is a

great way to accelerate the effort. You can also donate 5. Tractor Canopy
funds, including gifts of stock, and we'll put it right
to work. Listed in order of priority. Contact the NLI
office at 815/964-6666 or info@naturalland.org if 7.500 gallon water tank (baffled or leg tank)
you would like to donate any of these items. 8. 4x4 pickup truck for “farm use”

6. Air compressor for truck




4 Notes from the Field £ Summer, 2024
Lontis Quigley

was excited to begin my term at NLI since I
I would get to spend a lot of time outside and
interacting with nature. Since starting I have made
new friends with turtles, frogs, and my coworkers.

My favorite parts have been learning about the
importance of genetic and structural diversity,
blooming cycles of plants, and how invasives
threaten native plants and animals.

A memorable time at NLI was tracking a
Blanding’s turtle at Nygren Wetland Preserve
using a handheld radio receiver. The team at NLI
had placed a radio transmitter on the rare turtle

a week earlier, and we needed an update on its
location. Laura Helmich, NLI’s Field Biologist,
brought out a handheld radio antenna and receiver
box and then we began our search. We scoured
Nygren Wetland, following the signal’s strength,
which eventually led us to the Pecatonica River.
The signal was strongest at the riverbank, so

we assumed the turtle was hiding in the water.
Although we didn’t get to see the turtle, the
tracking experience made me feel like a wildlife
scientist and is one of my favorite memories with = : % o
NLL Louis Quigley holding a Spiny Softshell Turtle. i L el

f b w:. .
Tracking the Blanding’s turtle with a handheld radio receiver. ~ Photo: Louis Quigley  Sasha and Louis found a Spiny Softshell Turtle in a trap and
took it out to examine it. Then they released it. Photo: Laura Helmich
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Helping Clean Up
Storm Damage

n early July two of NLIs preserves, Lind-McGeachie

and Silver Creek Woods were hit by a derecho
storm that went through the southern part of Rockford
and Winnebago County. Thank you to our volunteers
who helped remove the trees that fell in the parkmg
lot and trails at Lind- : ;
McGeachie Preserve and
for cleaning up the fallen
trees along the entrance
lane and trails at Silver
Creek Woods. Trees were
removed only to allow safe
access for the public and
for volunteers to do land
stewardship work.

Volunteer for Land
Stewardship/Restoration

Volunteering for land stewardship or restoration may

e o T U,
Volunteers helped remove trees from
the parking lot at Lind-McGeachie
Preserve. Photo: Jim Akers

include removing invasive brush, collecting seeds,
planting seeds, plugs and trees, trail maintenance, fence
removal, conducting a prescribed burn, and more. We
also need skilled and experienced individuals who can
help with equipment and vehicle maintenance. There

5

Volunteers helped distribute seeds in the prairie at Burr Oak Valley
Nature Preserve.

Photo: Zach Grycan

NLI's Legacy g
Tree Program

Since January NLI has been
recognizing one tree a month that is either the
largest of its species or has significant historical or
cultural significance. We have also been entering
trees in a registry that records tree species and
sizes in our region. For more information about
the program and each tree of the month, and to
find the nomination form you
may visit our website here: www.
naturalland.org/nlis-legacy-
tree-program-january/ or scan
the QR code with your phone
camera to find this information.

INSTITUTE

is a fun and interesting video on our website that will
give you a glimpse of what takes place, and camaraderie
and friendships that you build while providing valuable
community service to benefit the natural environment.
The video can be found at: https://www.naturalland.
org/volunteer-opportunities/

Our volunteer crew has become very flexible at helping
out when needed. Would you like to join them? If you
would like to volunteer for stewardship and other needs
on the land please send your name and email address

to Zach Grycan, Director of Stewardship, zgrycan@
naturalland.org and ask to be added to the volunteer
email list. You will be notified of volunteer opportunities
as needs arise on various days and at a variety of
preserves.

You may also send your contact information to site
steward, Jim Akers, jnakers@hotmail.com for the Third
Saturday Stewardship Day (9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.) at
Silver Creek Woods Preserve or other sites as needs arise.

Chris Reisetter leads volunteer days at Howard D.
Colman Dells Nature Preserve. Days vary. Send him an
email with your name and email address and ask to be
added to his volunteer email list so you can be notified
when an opportunity arises: reisetterc@gmail.com.
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Fall Events

Please register for these events by visiting the calendar at www.NaturalLand.org.

Public Opening Event

Thu., Sept. 26, 2024

4:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.

Free | Registration Required
Location: Keefer Nature Reserve, Rockton

Event Parking and Check-In: Woodlands Park, corner of
Falcon Point Place and Park View Court, Rockton

Natural Land Institute invites you to the Public Opening Event for the
William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve. Please join us for this open
house to take guided tours and explore on your own as you discover the
natural beauty of this Nature Reserve. Light refreshments will be served
and you will learn about the natural history of this site that includes three
quarries, woodlands, and remnant prairie. Rockton Township Historical
Society and Burpee Museum of Natural History will join us to share
historical and geological information about Keefer Nature Reserve.

Fun Fact: Burpee Museum houses a crinoid fossil from this preserve. You
will get to see it and explore for other fossils during this event.

Fall Prairie Harvest Day

Sat., Oct. 5, 2024
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.
Free | Registration Required

Location and Parking: Nygren Wetland Preserve,
3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton

The public is invited to collect seeds from native prairie wildflowers and
grasses at Nygren Wetland Preserve. This year we will be supporting
one of our community partners with this event because the seeds from
the harvest will benefit Nature at the Confluence in South Beloit to

help them start a new section of prairie. This is a fun community service
activity that all ages can participate in and feel good about. Individuals,
families, and all kinds of groups — Scout Troops, 4-H Clubs, homeschool
groups, corporate/employee teams, and church groups — are welcome to
participate.

OAKtober Hike

Sat., Oct. 26, 2024 | 1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.
$5 each or $10 family

Free for NLI members
Registration Requested

Location and Parking: Lind-McGeachie Preserve,
6100 Fitzgerald Rd., Rockford, IL

=

October is "OAKtober” — Oak Awareness Month in lllinois. Staff

will start the walking tour at 1:30 and lead groups through the oak
woodlands of Lind-McGeachie Preserve, a 109-acre natural area
owned by NLI. Learn about the importance of oak trees and their
habitat and walk by the pollinator meadow during the hike. Moderate
level hiking. No Cost for NLI members. $5 for non-members, $10 per
family, non-member (includes a one-time, 6-month NLI membership).
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