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Executive Director's Message

2 024 concluded the first full year as | wrote the environmental assessments and baseline reports

: d . . .
as the Natural Land Institute’s for these properties as required for an accredited land trust.

Executive Director. I continued NILI hased th I ising 535 in 2024
to focus on NLI's core mission: land purchased three parcels comprising 535 acres in ,

protection. I also maintained my pledge to

?;ZZUBU( \?eng?feec?or visit NLI lands as often as I could, and to on September 16th, followed by the 80-acre Blackhawk

starting with the 327-acre Busse Prairie Preserve which closed

thoroughly investigate our new acquisitions  Kennel tract on December 13th and 128-acre Oxbow Springs

e V. ¥ o
It's a bonanza of mussels in Raccoon Creek at Busse Prairie Preserve! Barbara Williams (L) talked to guests about the mussels she found
there during an open house on May 28, 2025. Photo by Jill Kennay

Cover Photo: Virginia Bluebells as far as the eye can see in the Ray and Char Ferguson
Bluebell Woodland at Oxbow Springs. Photo by Jill Kennay
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Alan Branhagen was thrilled to show off the beautn‘ul Virginia BIuebeIIs at thelr peak in the Ray and Char Férguson BIuebeII Wood and at

Oxbow Springs during the April 30, 2025 open house.

at the tail end of the year on December 30th. A big thank you
to NLI's membership for your generous gifts that made this
happen while no grant funding was available.

Busse Prairie Preserve acquisition improves our protection

of the Raccoon Creek corridor, a biodiversity hotspot in the
county with lots of remnant grasslands along this meandering
stream. According to our founder’s father, Egbert W. Fell (in
his Flora of Winnebago County, lllinois) it was the last place for
prairie chickens in the county. We doubt they will ever return
but we most certainly are successful with enhancing habitat for
other grassland birds

Oxbow Springs and the Blackhawk Kennel are acquisitions
along the Doty Creek corridor, and added to NLI’s Pecatonica
Ridge Prairie, protect remnants of a major “slough” (grass
wetland) delineated on the 1843 original land survey of
Pecatonica Township.

More than 200 acres were added to regional state parks: NLI

Photo by Patrick Yarbrough

sold the 55-acre White Wood Ridge to the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources (IDNR) on June 3rd so that it could

add it to Mississippi Palisades State Park and the 149-acre
Townsend Glade was sold to the IDNR on October 29th to
add to Apple River Canyon State Park.

More than 200 acres of private lands were placed into
conservation easements so that these lands remain as
conservation lands in perpetuity. This included the 77-acre
Handel and 77-acre Miller lands in Carroll County; the 28-
acre Langoussis land in Winnebago County and the 35-acre
Pecatonica Stream Mitigation Bank in Stephenson County.

NLI continues to explore funding sources for the restoration
plan of our office home in the Haight Village Historic District
on the south edge of downtown Rockford. The plan was
completed by Studio GWA and includes a 5-year outline for
work to be completed. We also are looking into plans for a new
stewardship shop facility, likely at Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon
Creek.
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At _
Jerry and Kathy Bu

lan Branhagen wrote extensively about the Jerry and

Kathy Busse Prairie Preserve on Raccoon Creek in the

2024 Fall Land & Nature newsletter (https://www.
naturalland.org/newsletter/). Visits on the property since that
report discovered one significant piece of flora: one of the
mature “bur” oaks in the savanna grove is actually a naturally
occurring but rare white x bur oak hybrid (Quercus bebbiana)
named after Winnebago County’s renowned botonist Michael
Schuck Bebb. Several new birds were also added to the site
list in early spring (2025) as waterfowl started to migrate
through the season. Lake AJ opened up early as it is spring fed
and was a stopover for Tundra Swan and puddle ducks like
Gadwall and American Wigeon and diving ducks including
Ring-necked Duck and Lesser Scaup. NLI plans to move and

N\
A Federally Endangered Rusty Patched

Bumble Bee on Wild Bergamot at the
Busse Prairie Preserve.  photo by Joyce Gibbons

- vr v
on Raccoon Creek

renovate the existing hunter’s duck blind so that it can become
a place for visitors to stop and observe the waterfowl and other
wildlife present at this 8-acre lake with surrounding wetlands.
A priority on this site is to eradicate the small patches of
invasive phragmites grass before it becomes a serious threat to
the wetlands. Our stewardship team also plans to suppress the
reed canary grass in the remnant sedge meadow areas along the
creek — we can already see many native sedges and wildflowers
there and know they will recover nicely with less competition
from the aggressive grass. A public open house was held at

this preserve on May 28, 2025. It is currently not open to the
public, but we have plans to open it to the public in the future.

\
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Oxbow Springs

LI closed on the 128-acre parcel purchased from

the Hazel Doty Estate on Dec. 30, 2024, and

it has now been given the official name Oxbow
Springs. It protects almost one mile of Pecatonica riverfront,
the confluence of Doty Creek into the Pecatonica River and
a historic oxbow wetland delineated as a “slough” in the 1843
original land survey of Pecatonica Township. The core of this
wetland is a forested swamp while the two ends of the wetland
that jut into former CRP (Conservation Reserve Program)
ground are marsh. The slough is full of native plants and
contains no invasive hybrid cattails or phragmites. There are
several other oxbow wetlands on the site, the one that also
is part of the creek outlet contains one large and two small

springs — hence the name of the preserve. Other remnant
wetlands include a marsh of River Bulrush and a more open
oxbow that regularly floods with mudflats adjacent to the river.

One large and one small tract of mesic floodplain woodland
were covered in Virginia Bluebells and a site to behold while
they were in bloom. We had a public open house on site

on April 30, 2025 so guests could witness this spectacle, as
important to experience as many life events and as the donor
plaque reads: “A woods full of bluebells uplifts the soul.” We
are in the process of assessing the other spring wildflowers and
sedges present. This preserve is open to the public daily, sunrise
to sunset at 15197 Telegraph Rd., Pecatonica.

Zac Gryca, NLI's Director of Stewardship, looks out over a slough at Oxbow Springs. ' ' ' Photo yAIan Branhagen
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Blackhawk Kennel Property Adds to Pecatonica

Ridge Prairie

!, ' 1 he Blackhawk Kennel property, purchased on Dec.
13, 2024, is centered on Doty Creek upstream
from Oxbow Springs and adjacent to NLI’s 80-acre
Pecatonica Ridge Prairie. The 1943 original land survey shows
a very large “slough” in place of the creek through this area
so we were able to add to preserving the remnants of this
historic wetland. Soil surveys show that this was really a fen
and members of the Doty family confirm this when describing
what the land used to be. They described it as a bog, but a bog
is comprised of muck soils that get their water only from rain
~ while a fen is mugk s¢ ils thar gets its water from groundwater
~ indl restore the

J 1
gsi, We plan to restore

4 L

-site’s

NLI's Stewardship Staff at the Blackhawk Kennel property.

L-R: Zach Grycan, Laura Helmich, Kyle Hulbert, and Grace Wieléndi. Photo byAIan Branhagen.

hydrology and control the aggressive reed canary grass and
we probably will be amazed with the flora that will return to
the site. Wetlands have amazing resiliency and the seedbank
can lie dormant for a long time. The combined 160-acre
parcel will be managed as grassland for its unique prairie and
wetland remnants and as key habitat for grassland birds (our
most declined songbirds). The site already hosts many pairs
of Eastern Meadowlarks and we look forward to a complete
inventory this coming season.

Note: the name of this preserve was changed to Pecatonica
Ridge Preserve at the June 10, 2025 meeting of the NLI Board
of Trustees.
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NLI closed on four Conservation Easements (CE) in 2024.

g he Handel and Miller CE’s are adjacent properties
(brother and sister owned, each 77-acres) and are
just northeast of Mississippi Palisades State Park

in Carroll County. They protect scenic wooded ravines,
pastures, and a perennial creek in the Mississippi River hills
in this Driftless Region of Northwestern Illinois. The primary
purpose of the easement is to protect agriculturally productive
lands for continued farming and ranching activities while
preserving the wildlife habitat and scenic qualities. The
Langoussis CE is 28 acres and lies in Winnebago County east
of the Colored Sands Forest Preserve. The easement protects
hay pasture and naturalized pasture enhanced with native

2 s B o o

The straightened creek channel of the Pecatonica River Mitigation
Bank CE that will be re-meandered. Photo by Alan Branhagen

prairie plants providing rotational grazing and exceptional
grassland bird habitat including nesting Bobolinks. The
Pecatonica Stream Mitigation Bank comprises 35 acres of a
straightened stream in the Pecatonica River floodway that

is being re-wilded by creating a new meandering channel
followed by planting of climate resilient trees as a way of
restoring the floodplain forest original to the site. All these
sites will remain in private hands but be protected as natural
land in perpetuity through their conservation easements. NLI
staff will monitor each of these sites annually and submit a

Native Joe pye-weed in bloom along a trail on Bill Handel’s CE report documenting that the land remains undeveloped and in
property. Photo by Bill Handel compliance with its easement restrictions.
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Land Stewardship
Inspiring Stewards of the Land

> he stewardship team worked hard in 2024 to keep
up with management goals at several preserves. A

key focus was NLI’s preserves along Raccoon Creek.

The acquisition of the Jerry and Kathy Busse Prairie Preserve
on the boundary between Illinois and Wisconsin boosted
the organization’s holdings along the creek to a whopping
1,445 acres! Nygren Wetland Preserve continues to shine as
a premier regional birding hotspot. Visitors used eBird to
log checklists of species observed on their visits and recorded
203 species including endangered Whooping Cranes in

I St_i,ll,ﬁl%ny_‘ ore visitors made treks on hiking
; - ‘,4 i

trails maintained by NLI staff and volunteers throughout
the year, including an increasing number of first-timers who
are just discovering the magic of the organization’s largest
preserve, which sits at the confluence of the Pecatonica and
Rock Rivers.

Barbara Williams waded through Raccoon Creek at Nygren
Wetland, Lost Flora Fen, and Busse Prairie and observed 15
species of freshwater mussels (and two species of clams). Five
of the mussel species Barbara observed are classified as rare,
and observations like these are so important as they provide
real justifications for our land protection and management

b

The red Royal Cahly is proi

nent in this restored praiie at Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve.

Photo by Jill Kennay




{NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE

See a variety of animals, landscapes and plants,
like this Ohio Spiderwort, on the Scenic Nygren

Facebook Group. Photo by Joan Edlefsen

actions in the watershed. .

At Lost Flora Fen, stewardship staff worked to maintain new
prairie plantings and prepare for several more by assessing
ground conditions and collecting native seed. Volunteers
assisted with these tasks and also continued to remove old
fence and debris in an effort to make the preserve safer for
wildlife and visitors.

In 2024 NLI added a Natural Resources Technician and a
year-long AmeriCorps Service member position in order to
more effectively implement invasive species management and
preserve maintenance. These types of positions are crucial to
sustaining our mission of providing a natural lands legacy for
future generations.

Other major projects included cattail control at Nieman
Marsh and invasive species control at NLI's Burr Oak
Valley and Silver Creek Woods Preserves that unfortunately

N - PO

powerful s oo many mature trees and blocked

.‘ ne e > L L] O 1 c : L |

e wins). The

our parking area and trails at Silver Creek and also Lind-
McGeachie Preserve. Volunteers dedicated many hours to
clear trails at Lind-McGeachie prior to the OAKtober Hike
held there in October. Staff and volunteers also prepped trails
and supplies for an Open House at the William and Gayle
Keefer Nature Reserve in Rockton. These events provided
insights and refreshments to hikers who became familiar with
the layout of relatively new preserves.

Our hope is that offering trails and providing additional
opportunities for the public to enjoy these special places will
help inspire new stewards of the land, as well as make our
mission more accessible to a wider variety of people. A big
“Thanks” goes out to all those who were moved by these and
other events in 2024!
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. . . NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE
Flscal Year 2024 FlnanCIaI Summa ry The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an

enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illinois for
people, plants and animals.

D Assets Our vision: We envision a world in which people recognize that
we are a part of nature and act with the knowledge that our
future depends upon preserving the natural systems that support
all life on Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a
private, 501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization

Prepaid Expenses
Land Held for Preservation.......... 11,533,684
(Increase of $1,252,925 from 2023)

Conservation Easements................ 1,254,868 based in Rockford, lllinois, which has protected approximately
FY 2024 Buildings and Equipment............... 226,114 19,000 acres of natural land in lllinois since 1958.
Receivables.......cccooveieieeiiiiiieeenn, 25,700 The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible
Revenue INVESTMENTS ....vvvveeveveererieverrereneenenes 8,466,095 contributions. To donate, contact:
(Increase of $1,340,828 from 2023) Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Total Assets .......c..ccueeveenne... 22,54 Rockford, lllinois 61104
LT $22,540,756 Phone: 815/964-6666
Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or
Less visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org
Payables......c.cccuveueuneuerreueunenes $ 146,127 2024 Board of Trustees:
President........cooveiiiiiccc Paul Baits
INEt ASSELS.verrerrereerrerrerseenees $22,394,6299 VICE PIESIBNL. ... vvvoeveeeeee oo Mark Luthin
Vice President........c.ooeveivivciiiice Judy Barnard
TrBASUIET ...t Nancy Holm
SECIEIAMNY.....eveiicvce e Ashley Sarver
Revenue and EXpenSES Trey Ambrose, Rockton* Russ Johansson, Rackford
April Bieschke, Rockford* Howard Knodle, Rockford
Robert Clark, Rockton Lisa Normoyle
Revenue John R. Cook, Belvidere Jenn Nowicki, Freeport
FY 2024 A) Contributions........... 5 220pes  Makomenfokdod e oo Rosoe
EX enses B) GIANLS c.eveeeereeereeerreeereeereeeneeennees 213,407 Adam Guarino, Machesney Park Nancy Williamson, Vlllage of
p C) Investment Income...................... 809,916 Jamie Johannsen, Rockford* Lakewood
D) Events, Net......ccoeeveveereeereereereennn. 19,516 * Started in October
E) Landholding and Management..... 91,914 Staff:
EXECUtIVE DIrECIOr.....vvvvcvceeseee s Alan Branhagen
Total Support and Revenue“'$ 3’337’41 1 ASSISTANT DITECION oo Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship Zachary Grycan
Ex Director of Marketing & Membership.............ccovvvnne. Kim Johnsen
penses FIEIA BIOIOGISt ... vvvvrrvveceresesseeeeessssessessesseeren Laura Helmich
F) Program Services................... $ 776311 Natural RESOUICES TBCANICIEN........coovoivvsssvvsssins Kyle Hulbert
Summary of audited financial G) Management and General ............ 71,238 AMErCOMDS MEMDEI ..o v Grace Wieland
statements. For financial statements H) Membership and Fundraising....... 19,712 ?:éﬂ;gsstﬁ;ﬁéggﬁ?;ﬁ """""""""" Jessﬁznio\;\/rzﬁg
audited by the Benning Group, LLC, =~ ——— TR HAIIIERE
please visit www.naturalland.org Total Expenses..............cccooeeeees $ 867,261 Weekly Volunteer:

AAMINISIrALION ... Marianna Page
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Thank You to Our 2024 NLI Members

Protectors of the
Land ($5,000 and
above)

Anonymous

Dorothy Baits

Paul and Teri Baits

Robert and Beverly Beebe

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey
Jens

Jerry and Kathy Busse

Mark and Brenda Cormier

Joy Duerr

Ed and Vicki Eggers

Jay and Jane Evans

Ray and Char Ferguson

Marilyn Fulton Foundation

John and Colleen
Holmbeck

Eugene and Sasha Jarvis

John Knaus

Judy Letourneau

Nancy Maze

Gordon and Linda Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Herb and Marianna Page

Daryl and Erica Periman

David and Martha Pippitt

Dan and Susan Swift

Dave and Nancy Voss

Stewards of the
Land ($2,500 -
$4,999)

Clare Bland

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey
Jens

Alan Branhagen

Mary Jo Brown

Kirby Doyle

George Gayle

William and Sally Hoff

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Joe and Sindy Micho

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

Daniel and Barbara
Williams

Nancy Williamson and
Steve Byers

Trustees of the
Land ($1,000 -
$2,499)

Anonymous

Gary and Robin Anderson

Eric and Becky Baeverstad

Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz

Richard Benning

Andrew and Jeanne
Bergstrom

Carol Burmeister

Steve and Lisa Carter

Mary Caskey

Gary and Debra Chessare

Steve and Diane Clark

Peter and Elisabeth
Cormier

Vincent Fidanza

Mary Lou Fitzpatrick

Marilyn Goepfert

Arvena Guynn

Ken and Barb Hall

Ed and Sue Harney

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Helen Hill

Abdullah Issa Chtewi

Steve and June Keibler

Mark Keister and Sheryl
Wolff

Richard Luthin

Lydia Macauley

Carrie Meyer

Judi and Terry Nichols

Jerry and Diana Ogren

Jerry Paulson

Bruce and Susan Peterson

John and Karen Ray

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

David Sacks

Julianne Schmidt

Bill and Julie Shippee
Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi
Hazen and Carol Tuck
Nancy Winter

Benefactor ($500 -
$999)

Jon and Tammy Aldrich

Charles Anderson

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Peter and Kris Baldo

Ben Harding Family
Foundation

John and Anna Borchers

Lynell Cannell

John and Sandra Carleton

Marjorie and Roland
Christen

David Clutter and
Meredith Porembski

Sammy Dalati

Joan Edlefsen

Daniel and Nancy Engel

Gayle Englof

Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson

David Hansen

Charles and Prudy Harker

Scott and Mary Hitchcock

Gary and Cathy Hoover

David and Cynthia House

Kurt Hubbard

Russ and Gin Johansson

George Johnson

Jane Kerr

Howard and Lauren
Knodle

Susan Lacerra

Kerry Leigh and Jim
Anderson

Dick Leighton

Ruth and Tom Little

Peter and Pam Lonsway

Ronald and Kathleen
Mattison

David and Christine
McCarty

Don McFall

Gary and Joanne Mcintyre

Lisa Ott

William and Nancy Plate

Roger and Mary
Reithmeier

Ted Ross

Kevin and Denise Schardt

Richard and Sandra Scott

Barbara and Jack Simon

Troy and Jill Skwor

Judy Snyder

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe

Mark Vanderpoel and
Linda Coady

Teresa Wilmot

Guardian ($250 -
$499)

Anonymous

Nathan and Mayumi
Aaberg

Trey Ambrose

Rick and Bonnie Barton

Joy Beckman and Dan
Boutelle

Brad Beile

Jared and Jennifer Boeke

Elizabeth Brewer

Dan and Stacy Burton

Leroy and Diane Busker

Joe and Ann Chamberlain

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Terri Clark

John and Marcia Cook

Ray and Darlene Davis

Phil and Kathy Dierstein

Randy and Sylvia Downing

Doug and Laura Dufford

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Douglas Ecker

Gordon and Rose Eggers

Sylvia Emerson

Marcelle Fahr

Indigo Bunting. Find this and other bird
photos on the Birders of Nygren Wetland

Preserve Facebook Group.

Brad and Glenna Anderson

Gary and Mary Ann
Anderson

Steve Apfelbaum

Jack and Joyce Armstrong

Ellen Baker

Jay Baker

Rebecca Barak

Dianne Feldt

Barry and Diane Fitz

Ed Foster

Gregory and Laurel
Franchini

Glen and Jean Gabel

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

Larry and Colleen Gill

Photo by Thomas Jordan.

Anne Godin

James Godshalk and
Marjorie Lundy

Mary Hallock

LaVerne Harris

Janet Herbert-Verhaar and
John Verhaar

Robert Ivey

Mark Jenssen

Joe and Barb Jirak

Curt and Kim Johnsen

David and Anita Johnson

Thomas Jordan

Dan and Diane Kane

Jill Kennay

Gary and Jeanne Kovanda

Gus and Michele Larson

Co Leber and Robert
Mirgain

Ray and Deborah Lecuyer

Ryan Lovejoy

William Luhman

Keith and Kathleen
Magnus in honor of Ryan
and Bri Magnus

Andrew Meind|

Randy and Jessie Mermel

Scott and Kelly Monson

Hope Moore

Jerrold Moors

Richard and Luci Nora

Randy Nyboer

Arthur and Susan Pearson

Allen and Ruth Penticoff

John Rogner

Ann Marie Santora

Ashley Sarver

Mark Shedd

Kathleen Simms

David and Connie Sliktas

Mary Ann Smith in honor
of Paul Baits

Gary and Teresa Sommers

Ron and Jennifer Spielman

Christine Swanberg

Robert Szafoni

Brian and Julie Thomas
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Cindy Skrukrud and
Thomas von Geldern

Walter and Virginia
Watson

Neita Webster

Richard and Kathleen
Welch

Peggy Werner

Bill and Marijean Whitcher

Jim and Janet Wilson

Chris and Sandy Wrate

David Zaber

Randolph Zimmerman

Protector ($100 -
$249)

Anonymous (2)

Jim and Marion Applegate

Carmen Augelli

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Sally Baker

Judy Barnard

Brian and Liz Barnes

Francie Barnes

William and Leah Baskin

Mark and Gill Batterman

Roger Benedict and Paula
Christensen

John and Marilyn Bettice

Mary Blackmore

Steve and Mardie
Blomgren

Joe Bove

Seedlings Garden Club

Robert Boyd, Ill

Bill and Joyce Brown

Gerard and Marie Bueche

Steve and Cindy Bunk

e

Tom and Cheryl Butler

Bruce and Mary
Canterbury

Susan Carlin

Chris Chapman

Steve and Kathy Chapman

Dorothy Cieskus

Mary Conley

Alfred and Susan Cowan

Wendy Dahlberg

John Defenbaugh

Roger Derix

Polly Doyle

Dennis Dreher

Jane Eaton

Lora Edwards and Michael
Simmons

Charles and Marge Elliot

Kay Fisher

Graham and Fiona Fordyce

Douglas Franks

Christopher Fye &
Associates

Richard and Karen Gadke

Dick and Pam Gambrel

Gary Garman

Peter Garst

John and Carol Gerrond

William and Maureen
Glass

Cynthia Grantz

Andrew Gulya

Brian Hale

Steven and Keiko Hall

Brett and Margret Hanson

Nancy Hatten

Joseph Hemlock

Rodger and Deena Hergert
T

shared on the Scenic Nygren Facebook Group
Photo by Joan Edlefsen.

Ray and Nina Herzer

Gary and Darcy Hess

Christopher Hill

Janet Hill

Charles Hillebrand

Richard and Jane Hoffman

Kevin Holdmann and
Lenae Weichel

Tom and Marline Holmes

Nancy Holstrum

David Hougan

Daniel and Claudia Hueber

Peggy Jencius

Cathy Johnson

Lee Johnson

Randy Johnson

Paula Kehoe

Bruce Kessler

Curtis and Laurie Kleckler

Dr. Thornton Kline, Jr.

Barb Kober

Lloyd and Diane Koch

Carol Kraft

Doug and Deb Kruger

Isabel Larson and Solomon
Perrin

Pat Lawlor

Gary Lefko and Rebecca
Nekolite

Diane Lichtenstein and
Steven Diamond

Chuck and Michele Lind

Dan and Julie Long

Tom and Nancy Mangan

Dave and Linda Martin

Julieanne and Erik Mason

Don Mateer and Dawn
Hallsten

Bruce and Mary Anne
Mathwich

Connie Matusiak

Karen Matz and John
Skowronski

Pam May

Kari McDonald

Christopher McElroy

Dennis McFall

Phil and Connie McIntosh

Cindy McIntyre

on the Scenic Nygren Facebook Group.

Charles McKenna

Rich and Susan McMullen

Jim Miglin

David Miller

Don and Sue Miller

Christopher Mills

Juliet Moderow

Skip Moore

Steve and Janet Moore

Denise Morgan

Marcia Mueller

Muamer Mulasmajic

Katrina Mulcahy

Beverly Neff

Christine Nelson

Mary Nemecek

Andy Newgren and
Rebecca White Newgren

Charles Nixon

Northwest lllinois
Audubon Society

Alan and Jennifer Nowicki

Lynn Nybo

Tom Oberg

Randy and Nancy Ocken

Paula Olson

Betty Owano

Ejner and Margo Pagh

Beth Parentice and Patrick
Goeckner

Jan Pausteck

Nancy Perry

Chelsea Peterson

John Peterson

Diane Phillips

Sam and Linda Pirrello

Willis Pollock

Linda Posner

Dwayne Proctor

Maria Ragonese

Steve Ragsdale

Nancy Rainwater

Kristine Ramsay-Schnor

Marjory and Gerald Rand

Christopher and Kim
Reisetter

Jane Reuber

Kristina Reuber

John and Gayle Risley

Will and Jacki Rodgers

Kevin and Kim Rohling

Virginia Rous

Audrey Salberg

John and Catherine
Schafman

Randy and Nancy
Schietzelt

Karen Schiller

Frank and Rhonda Schmitt

Jeffrey Schneider

Sheila Schoenfeld

Verna Schubert

Lynn and Dan Sellers

Nancy Shade

Wetland Preserve
Photo by Joan Edlefsen

P e /
S seen

Keith and Pamela Shaver

John and Mona Siebel

Paul Sikes

Linda Spickler

Shawn Stacey-Choinard

Jeffrey Stack and Kathryn
Mielke

Ed and Judy Stemwedel

Elba Stirlen

Nancy Story

Rick and Susan Strader

Brad Suster

Wayne Svoboda

Ross Sweeny

Steven and Marcia Terrill

Janis Thelen

Denise Thompson

Ken Thomson and Mari
Weikel

James Tibensky

Pablo Toral

Lynne Townsend

Kaye Victor

Garrett Waecker

Don and Kathleen Walker

William Walz

Vicki Weidenbacher

Joylene Westphal

Fred and Mary Ann Wham

Laurel Wild

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel




Doug and Diane Wilson
Lute Wyttenbach

Supporting ($50 -
$99)

Anna Akerlund

Dean Almquist

Ken and Julie Beach

Jason Beck

Brian Benjamin

Wendy Bennett

Todd and Tara Cagnoni

Kevin and Sharon Cabhill

Michael Cieslak

Sherri Crawford

llene Dailey

Diane Dailing

Sandra Deahn

Ron and Phyllis DeGraff

Jill DeWitt

Helen Doig

Dave and Pamela Donahue

Janell Drolsum

Judy Emmett

George and Mary English

William N. Evans

DeLon and Carol Fox

Margaret Fox-Hawthorne

Ellen and Stephen Franklin

Stephen Franklin

Andrew Fulrath

Jeff Gahris

Marissa Giannangeli and
Derek Nelson

Ed and Trisha Greenfield

Randall Grover

Melissa Grycan

Lisa Haderlein and Tom
Cubr

Annette Hagerty

Susan Heinke

Bill and Kady Hevrin

Ron Holm and Alice Fox

Katherine Hotchkiss

Jamie Johannsen and Jeff
Layng

Dan and Betsy Johnson

Garnett Johnson

Nita Johnson

Kathi Jurkowski
Carolyn Keller

Dan and Sandi Kelly
Pat Kenney

Mary Kisamore

Joshua Tripp

Jane Klep

Wendell and Judy Kurr
Susan Lindsay-Jones
John Longhenry

Diane Lyon

Jan MacLeod

Sarah Mariani

Vicky Masterson
Elizabeth McCoy

Jim McFarlane

Neil McLaughlin
Suzette Merchant

John and Barb Miller
Patrick Mockus

Dave and Elizabeth Mullen
Dennis Nemeth

Patrick and Doreen O'Brien
Raylin Olson

Will Overbeck

Susan Palm Lynch

Jeff and Paula Parentice
Barb Peterson

Gloria Powell

Sandra Quillen

- E

This photo of a Kildeer
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Carolyn Rasmussen

Laura Rea

Fred and Carol Redmore

Jacqueline Rheaume

Linda Ricker

Jim and Sallyann Roberts

Linda Robertson and Katy
Allen

Susan Rogowski

Arnold and Kathy Rosen

Dave and Gina Ross

Judy Rossi

Kathy Scarpaci

Dave and Pat Schubert

Pamala Schultz

Gary and Jennifer
Schwerin

Patricia Scott in memory of
Ann Armstrong

Upal and Tracy Sengupta

David and Jackie Shair

John and Ann Shallcross

Bob Shaw

Jack and Terry Shouba

James and Ingrid Siebel

Robert and Vicki Stretton

Randy and Julie Trank

Rose Turner

Jim and Mary Vieregg

Kenneth Wengert

was shared on
the Birders of Nygren Wetland Preserve
Facebook Group.

Photo by Joan Edlefsen

Sara Winter
Ross Youngberg
Kristine and Todd Zinkgraf

Partner ($35 - $49)

B.J. Alexis

Kaleb Baker

Raoul Bergersen

Linda Bergstrom

Matthew and Tiara
Bertrand

Chris Bielawski

Brian Bielema

llene Bind|

Mark Blassage and Tara
O'Leary

Drake Branca

Craig Campbell

Charles Corley

Peter Czyzewski

Marcia DeClerk

Deb Dietz

Susie Douglas

Jim Duhigg

Robert Fritsch

Linda Gibson

Reid Goodrich

Dorothy Graton

Frances Gregorcy

Dale and Amy Hamilton

Jeffery Hawkins

Julia Heglund

Jackie Hickey

Jane Hicks

John Hockman

Janet Hoisington

Larry and Lois Holeton

Brian Horner

Jean Howell

Nancy Jacobson

Carla Jaffe

Carla James

Noelle Kaushik

Martin and Vonnie Kehoe

Terry and Marcee Keilback

Charlene and Alan
Knudten

Jeannine Langoussis

John Larson

Mark Lautenschlager

Shelby Leick

Lora Leigh

Janaan Lewis

Ron and Elsie Magnussen

Carolyn Mann

Paul and Michelle
Mannino

Ann Martin

Richard and Kristine
McMahon

Mark Meier

Gilbert Mitchell

Don and Mary Kay
Morrison

Alyssa Murphy

Toni Murray

Ron Nelson

Lisa Normoyle

Daniel Oberg

Betty O'Neal

Josephine Peebles

Douglas and Kathryn
Pherigo

Daniel Pohl

Brian Pruka

Kenneth Ramsay

Lauralee Reese

Anne Remington

Cassandra Rodgers

Sandy Sarno

Susan Schumacher

Jose" and Lois Seijo

Charles Sewell

Kathryn and Brian Sewell

Christopher Shaffer

John and Dawn Skupien

Carrie Stralow

Laurie Van Dreese

Jim and Alison Vanderpoel

Steven and Joy Vee

Linda Vojtech

John and Kim Vollmer

John and Susan Walt

Margie Watson

Dave Watts

Karen Weedman

Robert Wendt

Mark and Melissa West

John White

Ann Whitney

Diana Wiemer

Larry and Tess Wilke
Richard Wilsie

Dave Winters

Karen Witter

Dan and Amy Wolf
Gary York

Jerrold Zar

Other

Gina Alis

Krystal Allen

Ders Anderson

Omaf Andres

Catherine Biagioli

Thomas Brain

Gail Burgeson

Chris and Kathy Dixon

Eric Ellison

Angelia Ford-Meylor

Alexandra Garcia

Daniel and Laura
Goergens

Alice Heath

Brian Hedges

Samantha Heider

Justin and Christy Hohlen

Walter and Michelle Koch

Hilit Kravitz

Timothy Lee

Emily Lucas-Vandehei

Cindy Matson

Jerry McCormick

Renee and Andrew Mealey

Rebecca Millar

Sam and Vick Montalbano

Kimatha Phillips

Marcialynn Post

Joe Swierkosz

Wendy Tumminello

Cathryn Vernon and Chris
French

Greg and Jamie
Zimmerman
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Thank You to Our 2024 Project Gifts

Thank You to NLI
Project Partners

Anonymous

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

Anderson Family
Foundations

Black-Periman Foundation

Brubaker Charitable Trust

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County

Guy Reno Family
Foundation

Hamill Family Foundation

[Il. Clean Energy
Community Foundation

Illinois Department of
Natural Resources

Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation

John Knaus

Judith Letourneau

Merrill Johnson Trust

Gordon and Linda Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Nicor Gas

North Central Ill.
Ornithological Society

Marianna and Herb Page

Roscoe Sportsman’s Club

The Morton Arboretum

Unitarian Universalist
Church

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Thank you for Donations for the
Acquisition of the 327-acre Jerry
and Kathy Busse Prairie Preserve

Gifts for Naming
Opportunities:

Jerry and Kathy Busse

Dorothy Baits

Anonymous

Nancy Maze

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Gifts $1,000+

Gary and Robin Anderson

Gary and Mary Ann
Anderson

Paul and Teri Baits

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz

Andrew and Jeanne
Bergstrom

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey
Jens

Alan Branhagen

Bernie and Cindy Buchholz

Gerard and Marie Bueche

Campbell Science

Peter and Elisabeth
Cormier

Wendy Dahlberg

James Godshalk and
Marjorie Lundy

Ken and Barb Hall

Brett and Margret Hanson

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Kevin Holdmann and
Lenae Weichel

John Knaus

Judy Letourneau

Mark and Laurie Luthin

David and Christine
McCarty

Greg and Karen Ruffner

Dan and Susan Swift

Jim and Alison Vanderpoel

Mark Vanderpoel and
Linda Coady

William and Nicole
Vanderpoel

Jim and Mary Vieregg

Steve and Amy
Waranauskas

Christopher Wise

Gifts up to $999

Sheryl Almquist Hall

Jim Alwill

Marcia Aramovich

Carmen Augelli

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Peter and Kris Baldo

Richard Benning

Mary Blackmore

Elizabeth Brewer

Mary Caskey

Susan Cerny

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

llene Dailey

Sammy Dalati

John Defenbaugh

Roger Derix

Kirby Doyle

Jim Duhigg

Douglas Ecker

Mike and Deb Eickman

Kay Fisher

Barry and Diane Fitz

Loren and Jan Floto

Graham and Fiona Fordyce

Ed Foster

Kara Gallup

Kirk Garanflo

Gary Garman

Marissa Giannangeli and
Derek Nelson

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

Reid Goodrich

Cynthia Grantz

Mark and Jill Grove

Andrew Gulya

Bruce and Susan
Hammond

Samantha Heider

Janet Herbert-Verhaar and
John Verhaar

Charles Hillebrand

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Gary and Cathy Hoover

Carla James

Jamie Johannsen and Jeff
Layng

Garnett Johnson

Lee Johnson

Mary Johnson

Nita Johnson

Kevin Kaltenbach

Steve and June Keibler

Howard and Lauren
Knodle

Gary and Jeanne Kovanda

Carol Kraft

Diane Lichtenstein and
Steven Diamond

Richard Luthin

Tom and Nancy Mangan

Matt Markley

Connie Matusiak

Pam May

Darryl McCabe

Don McFall

Gary and Joanne McIntyre

David Miller

Don and Sue Miller

John and Barb Miller

Christine Nelson

Charles Nixon

Northwest lllinois
Audubon Society

Randy Nyboer

Tom Oberg

Norm Olsen

Marge Orchard

David Paddock

Rhonda Parsons

Nancy Perry

Chelsea Peterson

Dwayne Proctor

Brian Pruka

Linda Robertson and Katy
Allen

Russ Rudey

Loren and Linda Schafer

Randy and Nancy
Schietzelt

Stephen Schmaeng

Julianne Schmidt

Marilyn Schweitzer

Gary and Jennifer
Schwerin

Bob Shaw

Paul Sikes

Kathleen Simms

Dr. Paul Sorensen

Wayne Svoboda

Larry Swanson

Kerry Tatlow

Duane and Melissa Teske

Teresa Tomblinson

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi

John Vanderpoel

Walter and Virginia
Watson

Joylene Westphal

David Wiemer

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel

Sara Winter

Chris and Sandy Wrate

Thank You to

the Anonymous
Donors for the
Acquisition of the
80-acre addition to
Pecatonica Ridge
Preserve

Thank You

for Generous
Donations for
the 128-acre
Oxbow Springs
Gifts for Naming
Opportunities:

Anonymous (2)

Nancy Maze

John Knaus

Donald & Verna Peterson
Foundation Trust

Robert and Beverly Beebe

Gifts $1,000+

Dorothy Anderson

Eric and Becky Baeverstad

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz

Ann Boisclair and Jeffrey
Jens

Alan Branhagen

Bernie and Cindy
Buchholz

John Harding Family
Foundation

Wendy Dahlberg

William and Patricia
Determan

Lora Edwards and Michael
Simmons

Ed and Vicki Eggers

Ted and Janice Gill

Wayne and Virginia
Hatwich

Tamima [tani

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Richard Luthin

Rich and Susan McMullen

Carrie Meyer

Virginia Meyer

Louis Mule’

Fred and Carol Redmore

Jane Reuber

Julianne Schmidt
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Dale Shriver and Judy
Rogers

Paul and Carol Soderholm

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi

Mark Vanderpoel and
Linda Coady

Dave and Nancy Voss

Steve and Amy
Waranauskas

Jim and Janet Wilson

Christopher Wise

Gifts up to $999

Anonymous

Nathan and Mayumi
Aaberg

James Akers

Chris and Sara Alesandrini

Jim Alwill

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Judy Barnard

Carol Beatty

Joy Beckman and Dan
Boutelle

Brian Benjamin

Richard Benning

Mary Blackmore

Merry Blake and James
Kantor

Robert Boyd Ill

Alyson Broman Conn

Jack Pizzo hosted a tour of his pririe anddinner in his home for

Terry and Julie Carius

J. Carlson Growers, Inc.

Mary Caskey

Robert Clark and Cassi
Paslick

Seedling Garden Club

Margaret Curttright

Ilene Dailey

Ray and Darlene Davis

John Defenbaugh

Nancy Degnan

Roger Derix

Kirby Doyle

Polly Doyle

Douglas Ecker

Nicole Eckstein

Mike and Deb Eickman

William N. Evans

Margaret Fox-Hawthorne

Vicki Funke

Glen and Jean Gabel

Kirk Garanflo

Lydia Garvey

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

William and Maureen
Glass

Marilyn Goepfert

Teresa Good

Reid Goodrich

Andrew Gulya

Annette Hagerty

Mary Hallock

Brian Hedges

Jeffrey Hedrich

Samantha Heider

Bill and Kady Hevrin

Charles Hillebrand

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Ted and Phyllis Holm

Wanda Hoover

Jamie Johannsen and Jeff
Layng

Dan and Betsy Johnson

Garnett Johnson

Kevin Kaltenbach

Mary Kisamore

Howard and Lauren
Knodle

Deb Kramar

Joseph and Lorie Langan

Chuck and Michele Lind

Dan and Julie Long

John Longhenry

Matt Markley

Connie Matusiak

Pam May

Sheila McCabe

Jerry McCormick

Don McFall

Phil and Connie McIntosh

Suzette Merchant

Don and Sue Miller

Scott and Kelly Monson

Toni Murray

NLI's Land Legacy Circle members and major donors in September.

NLI holds a conservation easement on his prairie so it is protected in

perpetuity.

Photo by Kim Johnsen

Richard and Janet Myers

Christine Nelson

Charles Nixon

Lisa Normoyle

Tom Oberg

Olson Ecological Solutions

David Paddock

Larry Page

Brad and Sue Roos

John Rowley

Russ Rudey

Dennis and Sherry
Scheider

Stephen Schmaeng

Gary and Jennifer
Schwerin

Upal and Tracy Sengupta

Nancy Shade

Bob Shaw

Jack and Terry Shouba

Carter and Ruth Siegfried

Anne Simon

David and Connie Sliktas

Jeanne Smith

Brad Suster

Larry Swanson

Steven and Marcia Terrill

Duane and Melissa Teske

Teresa Tomblinson

Lynne Townsend

Jim and Alison Vanderpoel

Chuck and Pat Wemstrom

Joylene Westphal

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel

Dana Williams and Joel
Rennich

Sara Winter

Lute Wyttenbach

David Zaber

Thank you for gifts
for the acquisition
and restoration of
Lind McGeachie
Preserve

Tim and Catherine Balassie
Rich and Joyce Gibbons

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Philip and Janet Meyers

John Nash

Wild Ones - Rock River
Valley Chapter

Dan and Laura Wyatt

2024 Donors to
the Gordon G.
Eggers Fund, an
Endowment for the
Nygren Wetland

Ed and Vicki Eggers

Gordon and Rose Eggers

Thomas Jordan

Bob and Elizabeth Lind

Richard Luthin

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

Dave and Nancy Voss

Gifts for Nygren
Wetland
Restoration

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family
Foundation

Margaret Erickson

Judy Letourneau

Gordon and Linda Neese

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

Audrey Williams

Daniel and Barbara
Williams

Gifts to the
Conservation

Easement
Endowment Fund

James and Marilyn
Anderson

Bill Handel

Jeannine Langoussis

Laurie Miller

WFI Holdings

Gifts to the
Lands Owned
Stewardship
Endowment Fund

Hamill Family Foundation

Gordon and Linda Neese

Brubaker Family Foundation

Herb and Marianna Page

Andrew Williams and
Rebecca Christoffel

Mark Shedd

Gifts for the
Rockford Country
Club Prairie
Restoration Project

Chad Anderson

Dave and Nancy Voss
Gregory Watt

Michael Schappert

Mike and Donna Hayes
Patricia and Bryan Burgy
Thomas and Karen Walsh

Employer Matching
Gift Programs

Benevity Community
Impact Fund
Blackbaud Giving Fund
EarthShare of Illinois
Exelon CyberGrants
General Mills
Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
ThermoFisher Scientific

Thank You to Our
In-Kind Donors

Judy Barnard donated
graphic arts design,
refreshments, and silent
auction items for NLI
events

Francie Barnes donated
nature-themed books
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David Holman produces
GlS-based maps for NLI
preserves

Chad Hoover provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek
Woods

Martin Kehoe provided
equipment for restoration
work at Conklin Preserve

Gordon and Linda Neese
provided equipment for
stewardship projects

Joe Petrow provided
equipment for restoration
work at Lost Flora Fen
on Raccoon Creek, Silver
Creek Woods and the
Foss Farm

Jim Akers provided
equipment for restoration
work at the Foss Farm

New
Conservation@
Home Members

Eric Ellison

Justin and Christy Hohlen

Walter and Michelle Koch

Renee and Andrew Mealey

Christopher and Kim
Reisetter

Christine Swanberg

Cathryn Vernon and Chris
French

Greg and Jamie
Zimmerman

In Appreciation to
our Annual Dinner
Sponsors

WilliamsMcCarthy LLP
Paul and Teri Baits
Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, LTD
The Eggers Family
Rockford Park District
Foundation
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Boone County
Conservation Dist.

Studio GWA

George Covington

Davey Resource Group

Midwest Packaging and
Container, Inc.

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Center

Olson Ecological
Solutions

Specialty Screw Corp.

Family Nature
Adventures
Grantors and
Sponsors

Kiwanis Club of Rockford

Gorsegner Family Trust

Paul and Teri Baits

Mark and Laurie Luthin

von Briesen & Roper

N. Regional Groundwater
Protection Planning
Committee

North Park Public Water
District

ARC Design Resources,
Inc

Tim and Lisa Normoyle

State Bank of Davis

Thank you to our
Party on the Prairie
Sponsors:

Cindy Campbell

Sjostrom & Sons, Inc.

Studio GWA

Northern Trust

Paul and Teri Baits

Gibbons Electric, Inc.

Savant Capital, LLC.

Specialty Screw Corp.

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Center

Greenfire

Midwest Packaging and
Container, Inc.

Least Skipper at Lost Flora Fen.

Keith Syfert and Linda
Miller

Viking Chemical

Thank you to Cindy

Campbell, Joel Sjostrom

for supporting the

live auction. NLI also

appreciates donors to the

silent auction.

Donations in
Memory of Fred
Bushnell:

Michael and Brenda
Anderson

Gretchen Bain

Harold and Miranda Best

Meg Bushnell

Bradley and Melody Hedges

Eileen Morrissey

Philip Nye

Karen and James Virnoche

In Memory of
Richard Finch:

Photo by Barbara Williams
Robert and Laurel
McVinnie
Mrs. Karl Okeson
Paul Petrie
Thomas Rudnicki
Jerome and Cynthia
Sheetz
Kerry Speich
Karen Streeter
James and Linda Whale
Charles Willett
Daniel and Suzanne Young

Gifts for the
Nygren Wetland

in Memory of
Lorraine Maffei:

Ned Burns

Robert and Judy Gard
Julie Maffei

Ted and Debra Roberts

Donations in
Memory of
Roger Sass:

Pierce and Rise Barker

Scott and Kathryn
Christiansen

Robert and Lori Fanello

Steve and Jean Fransen

Steve and Diane Larson

Shawn Bell

Richard Bowerman
Louis Cambier

Roy and Joanne Caniano
Kristine Carey

Stephanie Carlson
Brooke Clark

Shari Daw

Carol Gordon

Ruth Guenzler

Mark Hill

Scott Hill

Larry and Lois Holeton

Donald Hyson

Mark and Nancy Irby

Sue Jansen

Sue Kaufman

Marlene Luedke

Tim Malone

Chuck McGuire

Linda Nunn

Lee Rauner

Donald and Pamela Ray

Donna Reber

Rebecca Reber

Donald and Ronna
Robertson

Mark Sargent

Samuel and Pamela Smith

Laura Telling

Mary Lou Lafler
named NLI as the
beneficiary of her IRA

Gordon and Linda
Neese supported land
stewardship

Suzette Merchant
sponsored a Whooping
Cranes program for NLI's
2026 Annual Dinner

Rebecca Olson directed
speaker honorariums
from Wild Ones - Rock
River Valley and lllinois
Prairie Wild Ones to NLI

Harvard State Bank gave
a donation to promote
electronic statements

Micky Torpedo donated
proceeds from Birdsongs
Vol. 2: Sounds of The Bell
Bowl Prairie

Anna Akerlund gave
in memory of Elaine
Akerlund

Colleen Donovan donated
in honor of Theresa and
Mark Hiser

Bill and Sally Hoff gave in
honor of Jerry Paulson

Pamela Jenkins gave in
memory of Marlene
Grace Cagnoni

Noelle Johnson donated
in memory of Henry
Johnson

Tom and Ellen Maher
and Angelique Stuckey
gave in memory of John
Joseph Koplos

Darryl McCabe and
Tanya Peterson gave a
Christmas gift in honor of
Chelsea Peterson

John Nash gave in memory
of Betty June Carr

Neil Scherbarth
donated to the Nygren
Wetland in memory
ClaraBelle Scherbarth

Judith Stolper
gave in honor of Jerry
Moors

Dan and Susan Swift
donated in memory of
Brenda Cormier

Rich and Mary Anne Toppe
gave in memory of Bruce
Olson

James Weichel gave a
donation in honor of
Kevin Holdmann
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Community Outreach and Engagement

NLI organizes and hosts events so the community can learn about the mission of our organization and be inspired to
g g
protect land. We also participate in community events to promote our work and invite people to our own events.

NLI Hosts Events
Wander at the Wetland:

Full Moon Snowshoe & _ 2 O
Hike at Nygren Wetland 3 , N -
Preserve was held on Feb. : [/ | :

fo - | | WO Ry
22. The Annual Dinner and = | i\ s P F vj“‘ {ﬁf ;{é |

presentation of the George

IR ; « i
and Barbara Fell Award o T AT ;" if i y < i i __
to Dan Kane was held on P y fEe=-3

April 4 at the Radisson s -4 T
Conference Center. Rockton ¥

Pelican Fest was held on
May 18 in downtown
Rockton and at Nygren
Wetland Preserve. Both
Family Nature Adventures
on June 22 and Party on the .
Prairie on July 20 were held
at Nygren Wetland Preserve.
A Members Only Hike at
Burr Oak Valley Nature
Preserve was held on July
24. An open house was held
at the William & Gayle

A favorite activity at Party on the Prairie is taking a horse drawn wagon ride through the prairie: Pictured

here L-R: Ashley and Grant Sjostrom, Joel and Sharon Sjostrom. Photo by Jill Kennay
Keefer Nature Reserve
on Sept. 26 to launch the and host the Wildflower Walkabout series featuring 10 guided
start of this site being open to the public. The seed collection tours at different locations in Boone, Ogle and Winnebago

event, Fall Prairie Harvest Day, was held on Oct. 5 at Nygren ~ Counties from April 23 — June 26.
Wetland a_nd the OAKtObel' Hike was held at a new location, We hOSth nearly 300 freshmen blology Students from

the Lind-McGeachie Preserve, on Oct. 26. Hononegah High School at Nygren Wetland Preserve on Oct.
NLI partnered with Severson Dells Nature Center to plan 8 and 9 to do an environmental field study.




NLI volunteers teach children how to create their very own butterfly
lifecycle craft at Pollinator Palooza held every spring at Severson

Dells Nature Center. Photo by Kim Johnsen

NLI at Community Events

NLI hosted an information table and kids activity at several
other organizations’ events in 2024 including: 815 Outside
Sunset Soiree, Pollinator Palooza, Spring Native Plant Sale at
Country Road Greenhouses, Klehm Arboretum’s Garden Fair,
and Rockford City Market. NLI hosted an information table
at the Collins Aerospace Health & Wellness Fair, University of
Ilinois College of Medicine Rockford Volunteer Fair, and at
the Wild Ones Rock River Valley Chapter’s 30th Anniversary
Reception.

NLI Volunteers

Volunteers help make NLI successful in reaching our goals
and accomplishing our mission to create an enduring legacy
of natural land in northern Illinois for people, plants and
animals. Thank you to the 284 volunteers who provided
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The inaugural Legacy ee was the Bur Oak (Qercus macrocarpa)
on N. Alpine just south of the intersection with Spring Creek Road
in Rockford.

NLI’s Legacy Tree Program

In the first year of NLI’s Legacy Tree Program that launched
last January, 42 trees were nominated. We're grateful for

all of the nominations and you can see the list of them on

the Legacy Tree Program section of NLI’s website. One tree
per month was featured, so not all of the nominated trees
could be recognized with a story and photos through a news
release, email news update, website and social media posts.
Remarkably nine trees have been identified through this
program as being the largest of its species in the state and they
have been submitted to the Illinois Big Tree Registry. We will
let you know when they become official “State Champions”.
You can read the monthly tree stories, see the E m E
2024 nominations list, and read more about the

program by scanning the QR Code here or visit -
https://www.naturalland.org/nlis-legacy-tree- E ;

Photo by Christopher Reisetter

program-january/.

3,673 hours in 2024. 161 of those volunteers took care of the
land providing 1,561 hours of service. The other volunteers
served on the board, on committees, at events, and in the

office. Again, thank you!
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Conservation@Home Program
Eight homeowners were certified with a Conservation@
Home yard sign in 2024 because they are choosing to bring
conservation into their home landscape in the areas of native

y : vegetation, water
stewardship, yard
management and
wildlife habitat.
Thank you to the
following individuals
for caring for nature
in their part of the
world: Catie Vernon
and Chris French,
Eric Ellison, Chris
Reisetter, Greg and
e i ¥ St disency Jamie Zimmerman,
Justin and Christy Hohlen stand next Renee and Andrew

to their Conservation@Home sign with Mealey, Michelle
their children, Ava and Henry at their ..
Koch, Christine

homestead in Lee County. Follow them on )
Facebook and Instagram under The Hohlen Swanberg, Justin
Homestead. and Christy Hohlen.

Land Legacy Circle

NLI is grateful to Jack Pizzo for opening up his home
on the evening of Sept. 11 to host a dinner, catered by
Michelle Princer, and tour of his prairie for our Land
Legacy Circle members and major donors. Jack provided
an interesting tour of his beautiful prairie, on which

he has a conservation easement held by NLI so it is
protected in perpetuity. Land Legacy Circle members
have named NLI in their will or estate plans. If you
would like to name NLI in your will or estate please let
us know. Call Jill at 815/964-6666 or send us an email
about it at info@naturalland.org.

agﬂr

We want to connect with you
on Social Media

Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland
Preserve, Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve,
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek Woods
Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve;
Group: Birders of Nygren Wetland Preserve

X: NLI 1958
Instagram: NLI 1958

, Naturalland.org
YouTube: Natural Land Institute El.'l E
LinkedIn: Natural Land Institute

TikTok: Natural Land Institute E .
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=
=
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Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB Standards for Charity
Accountability and was awarded the recognition as a BBB
Accredited Charity. Visit the BBB website for more information
at; http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-reviews/internal/
charity-90006838/.

) EarthShare

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving
program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

PRAIRIE STATE

S Check out the Prairie State Hike App that
e b e - includes information and a guided tour
of the Dianne Nora Nature Trail at Nygren
Wetland Preserve. Many other trails
throughout the State of Illinois are featured
on this app, as well. Find the app in your
Apple or Android store.

Cost: 99 cents.

Northwest Hlinois
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Conserving Land
in Northern lllinois

Help Protect Nature

Renew your NLI membership or join
today with monthly online giving at
www.naturalland.org
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Saturday, July 12th, from 3 to 6 p.m.

% Nygren Wetland Preserve
to Pencfit 3190 Rockton Road, Rockton IL

Reserve Today!
Presese Registration Deadline July 3, 2025

To register call the NLI office at 815/964-6666 with a Visa,
Mastercard or Discover, mail a check with payment and guest names
(Natural Land Institute, 320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL 61104), or
register at www.naturalland.org

Cost: $60 members, $65 non-members

Sample Wine, Whiskey, and local Craft Beers!

Tasty Tidbits from GreenFire Restaurant, plus

other goodies! Music under the tent provided
by Three Good Men . .. and more!

© 2025 Natural Land Institute. All rights reserved ® 1.5M/6-25 e Printed on recycled paper ® Printing: Rockford Litho Center @ Design: Gene Hertenstein

320 S. Third Street, Rockford, lllinois 61104 o]
815/964-6666 ® E-mail: info@naturalland.org ® www.NaturalLand.org [Tﬂ X @J,F [



