
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Natural Land Institute 

The Natural Land Institute (NLI), a nationally accredited conservation land trust, is a 501(c)3, not-for-profit 

organization based in Rockford, Illinois and has protected nearly 19,000 acres of natural land in Illinois and 

southern Wisconsin since 1958. Our current service area covers twelve counties in northern Illinois. For more 

information: www.NaturalLand.org. 

 

Partner With Us 
     You are invited to partner with NLI as a sponsor of one or more events throughout the year. This Events 

Sponsorship Guide outlines opportunities available to partner with us and reach your marketing goals through 

NLI events. As a Sponsor you will reach individuals, families, businesses, and community leaders from a 12 

county region. The NLI audience cares about the natural environment and the communities where they live, 

work, worship, learn, and play.  

     As a sponsor, you become a partner – a very important part of NLI’s success. And, in turn we hope to help 

contribute to the success of your business or organization. Your input is welcome as our sponsorship partner. We 

will work with you to reach your marketing goals through our events and marketing platforms. Let us know if 

you have questions, comments or ideas about how to forge a strong partnership. 

 

At-a-Glance 2026 Event Schedule           
Wander at the Wetland: 

     Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike  Monday, February 2  Nygren Wetland Preserve 

Dexter Patterson Book Signing/Program Wednesday, February 18 RPL Nordlof Center 

     Author, Birds of the Great Lakes 

Annual Dinner     Thursday, March 19  The Radisson, Rockford 

Bioblitz: Quest for the Star-nosed Mole Saturday, June 20  Silver Creek Woods Preserve 

Party on the Prairie Fundraiser  Saturday, July 18  Nygren Wetland Preserve 

Fall Prairie Harvest Day   Saturday, Sept. 26  Nygren Wetland Preserve 

OAKtober Hike    Saturday, October 24  Location TBD 

 

Sponsorship opportunities are outlined on the following pages from the Annual Presenting Sponsor (supporting 

all events) to single event sponsorships. Please review the information and let us know if you have any 

questions and at what level you would like to partner with us this year. 

 

 

Please sign and return the Commitment Form by the date listed related to the sponsorship type or event on 

the last page of the Sponsorship Guide. 
 
Natural Land Institute is a tax exempt organization under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. A donation receipt will be provided for the amount of 
the sponsorship less the cost of event tickets 

 

2026 Events 

Sponsorship Guide 
NLI’s mission is to create an enduring legacy of natural land in northern 

Illinois for people, plants and animals. 

http://www.naturalland.org/


 

 
 
 

Annual Presenting Sponsor  |  $10,000 
Recognition at all NLI events listed below. Plus monthly recognition as Presenting Sponsor of NLI’s Legacy Tree Program, recognition 
in a news release to announce the Annual Presenting Sponsor partnership with NLI, and Corporate Donor member recognition at the 
$500 level. 

Sustainability Sponsor  |  $7,500 
You choose three events from the list below. Plus recognition in a news release to announce the Sustainability Sponsor partnership 
with NLI, and Corporate Donor member recognition at the $500 level. 

Stewardship Sponsor  |  $5,000 
You choose two events from the list below. Plus recognition in a news release to announce the Stewardship Sponsor partnership with 
NLI, and Corporate Donor member recognition at the $500 level. 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Wander at 
the Wetland: 

Full Moon 
Snowshoe & 

Hike  

Dexter 
Patterson 

Book Signing 
and Program 

Annual 
Dinner 

Bioblitz: Quest 
for the Star-
nosed Mole 

Party on the 
Prairie 

Fundraiser 

Fall Prairie 
Harvest 

Day 

OAKtober 
Hike 

 

Tickets to event 
 

Free 
admission 

4 - VIP 
reception and 

seats 

Table for 8 Free admission Table for 10 Free 
admission 

Admission 
for 8 

Special gift   ✓ ✓  ✓   

2 Bottles of Wine 
for Table 

  ✓  ✓   

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

  ✓  ✓   

Opportunity to 
disseminate 
information  

  ✓   ✓   

     RECOGNITION 

Event News Release   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Printed invitation    ✓ ✓ ✓   

Digital invitation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Program Book   Full Page ad Name Full Page ad   

Event Table Sign   ✓  ✓   

Verbal Recognition 
at Event 

 ✓ ✓  ✓   

Event Slide Deck  ✓ ✓     

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sponsor Banner at 
Event, provided by 
Sponsor 

  ✓  ✓   

 

 
 

Multiple Events Sponsorships 



 

                          2026 Wander at the Wetland: Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike 
                                    Monday Feb. 2, 2026  |  4:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  
                                    Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL 61072 

 

                                    SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Full Moon  
$1,000 

  

Wetland  
$750 

Prairie  
$500 

Owl 
$250 

Free Admission 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Special gift  ✓    

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓    

News Release ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Enews 
announcement  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Table Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                          Dexter Patterson Meet & Greet, Book Signing and Program 
                                    Author, Birds of the Great Lakes    
                                    Wed., Feb. 18, 2026  |  4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  
                                    Location: RPL Nordlof Center, 118 N. Main St., Rockford, IL  61101  

                                   SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

  
$1,000 

VIP 
  

  
$750 

Venue 

  
$500 

Program 

 
$250 

Partner 

 
$100 

Supporter 

Free Admission 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Seats in the VIP 
section of the 
Theater for the 
Program 

8 6 4 2 1 

Invitation to VIP 
Reception on stage 
at 3 p.m.  

8 6 4 2 1 

Special gift  ✓     

Birds of the Great 
Lakes book (1 copy) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

6-ft Table in Lobby 
(1st come 1st serve, 
up to 5 available) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓     

RECOGNITION:      

News Release ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Enews 
announcement  

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Poster  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Flyer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Stage Screen ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Table Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
 
 
Recognition subject to sponsorship confirmation prior to news release, print and enews deadlines. 

Deadline to confirm sponsorship is December 30, 2025. 

Call Kim at 815/964-6666 or email her at kjohnsen@naturalland.org to confirm your sponsorship level and for any 
questions.  

 

 

mailto:kjohnsen@naturalland.org


 

                          2026 Annual Dinner and presentation of the George and Barbara Fell Award 
                                    Thursday, March 19, 2026  |  5:30 p.m. Social, 6:30 p.m. Dinner, 7:15 p.m. Program 
                                    Radisson Conference Center, 200 N. Bell School Rd., Rockford, Illinois 61108 

 

                                    SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Keystone 
$2,500 

Bur Oak 
$2,000 

White Oak 
$1,500 

Red Oak 
$1,000 

Table Sponsor 

Chinkapin 
Oak 
$750 

Swamp 
White Oak 

$500 

Conservation 
Advocate 

$350 

 

Tickets to event 
 

Table for 8 
in premier 

location 

Table for 8 
in premier 

location 

Table for 8 Table for 8 4 Tickets 2 Tickets 2 Tickets 

Special gift  ✓ ✓      

2 Bottles of Wine 
for Table 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

1 Year Corporate 
Membership  

✓ ✓       

Opportunity to 
disseminate 
information  

✓        

     RECOGNITION 

News Release ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Printed invitation  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Digital invitation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Event Program Book Full page ad Half page ad Half page ad Quarter page 
ad 

Name Name Name 

Event Table Sign ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Verbal Recognition 
at Event 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

Event Slide Deck ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sponsor Banner at 
Event, provided by 
Sponsor 

✓       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                          Bioblitz: Quest for the Star-nosed Mole 
                                    Join an awesome adventure in scientific sleuthing at Silver Creek Woods Preserve. 
                     Saturday, June 20, 2026  | 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.                                    
                                    Location: Silver Creek Woods Preserve, enter through gate west of 6038 Tipple Rd., Rockford, IL 61102 

                                    SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

                                     
Please note that your sponsorship value gets twice the bang for your buck because there is an event the prior evening that is part of 
this program called Bioblitz: Secrets of the Night. Recognition will also be given to sponsors based on the table below during the 
evening activities on Friday, June 19, 2026 at the same location. 6:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.  
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Star-nosed  
Mole 

$5,000 

Mammals 
$2,500 

Birds 
$2,000 

Insects 
$1,500 

Fish 
$1,000 

Woods 
$750 

Wildflowers 
$500 

 

Free Admission 
  
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Special gift  ✓       

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

1 Year Corporate 
Membership  

✓ ✓ ✓      

Opportunity to 
disseminate 
information  

✓ ✓ ✓      

     RECOGNITION 

News Release ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event Flyer/Poster  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Digital invitation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Event directional 
signage 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
Recognition subject to sponsorship confirmation prior to news release, print and enews deadlines. 

Deadline to confirm sponsorship is April 30, 2026. 

Call Kim at 815/964-6666 or email her at kjohnsen@naturalland.org to confirm your sponsorship level and for any 
questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kjohnsen@naturalland.org


 

                          2026 Party on the Prairie 
                                    A Fundraiser for Nygren Wetland Preserve 
                     Saturday, July 18, 2026  |  4:30 – 6:30 p.m. Event Kick-off Concert, Horse-drawn Wagon Rides through the Prairie,           
                                    Silent Auction open for bidding, 5:30 Social Hour, 6:30 p.m. Dinner, 7:15 p.m. Scrumptious Dessert, Comments  
                     from the Executive Director, Alan Branhagen 
                                    Location: Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL 61072 
                                     

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Keystone 
$5,000 

Compass 
Plant 

$2,500 

Wild 
Bergamot 

$2,000 

Grey-headed 
Coneflower 

$1,500 

Pale Purple 
Coneflower 

$1,000 

Purple Prairie 
Clover 
$750 

Black-eyed 
Susan 
$500 

 

Tickets to event 
 

Table for 10 
in premier 

location 

Table for 10 
in premier 

location 

Table for 10 Table for 8 6 Tickets 4 Tickets 2 Tickets 

Special gift  ✓       

Bottles of Wine for 
Table 

3 2 2 2 2 
 

  

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

1 Year Corporate 
Membership  

✓ ✓ ✓      

Opportunity to 
disseminate 
information  

✓ ✓ ✓      

     RECOGNITION 

News Release ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Printed invitation  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Digital invitation ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Event Program Book Full page ad 
 

Full page 
ad 

Half page ad Half page ad Quarter page 
ad 

Name Name 

Event Table Sign ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

Verbal Recognition 
at Event 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sponsor Banner at 
Event, provided by 
Sponsor 

✓       

 
Recognition subject to sponsorship confirmation prior to news release, print and enews deadlines. 

Deadline to confirm sponsorship is June 4, 2026. 

Call Kim at 815/964-6666 or email her at kjohnsen@naturalland.org to confirm your sponsorship level and for any 
questions.  

 
 

mailto:kjohnsen@naturalland.org


 

                          Fall Prairie Harvest Day 
                                    Sept. 26, 2026  |  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
                                    Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton, IL 61072 

 

                                    SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Compass 
Plant  

$1,000 
  

 Common 
Milkweed 

$750 

Sawtooth 
Sunflower  

$500 

Prairie 
Dropseed 

$250 

Free Admission 
 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓    

News Release ✓ ✓   

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Enews 
announcement  

✓ ✓   

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Table Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓   

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                          OAKtober Hike 
                                    Oct. 24, 2026  |  1:30 p.m.  
                                    Location at an NLI preserve TBA 

 

                                    SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

 
RECEIVE 

 

Bur Oak 
$1,000 

  

 White Oak 
$750 

Red Oak 
$500 

Pin Oak 
$250 

Tickets 8 6 4 2 

Certificate of 
Appreciation 

✓    

News Release ✓ ✓   

NLI Website Event 
Page 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Enews 
announcement  

✓ ✓   

Event Thank You 
Sponsor Table Sign 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Facebook, LinkedIn ✓ ✓   

Land & Nature, 
Annual Report 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Please sign this page and return it with payment to:  
Natural Land Institute, 320 S. Third St., Rockford, IL  61104 
Or scan and email this signed page to kjohnsen@naturalland.org for a quick response and then mail a check or call the 
office with a Visa, MC or Discover card number. Inclusion of Sponsor name or logo depends on confirmation prior to print 
or email news deadline. Please email your logo to kjohnsen@naturalland.org.   

 
2026 Commitment DEADLINES Print:     Email Invitation: 
Annual Presenting Sponsor  Jan. 15    Jan. 22    
Sustainability Sponsor   Feb. 6    Feb. 12    
Stewardship Sponsor   Feb. 6    Feb. 12      
    
Single Event Sponsors  
Wander at the Wetland   NA    Jan. 7 
Dexter Patterson Meet & Greet,  Jan. 6    Jan. 15 
   Book Signing and Program 
Annual Dinner    Feb. 5    Feb. 12   
Bioblitz     May 8    May 28     
Party on the Prairie   May 22    June 18 
Fall Prairie Harvest Day   NA    Aug. 28 
OAKtober Hike    NA    Sept. 24     

 
I would like to be the ________________________________________________    
    (name of annual sponsorship or single event and sponsorship level) 
 
          Sponsor in the amount of $_________________________. 
 
For the Sustainability Sponsorship please list the three events here:        
 
                
 
For the Stewardship Sponsorship list the two events here:          
 
                
 
 
 
Your Name:               
 
Business/Organization Name:              
 
Please use this name for recognition:           
 
Address:       City/ST/Zip:         
 
Email:        Phone:         
 
Check one: 
 See check enclosed made out to Natural Land Institute 
 Please charge my Visa, MC, or Discover card:         
 
Exp date:  Sec. #   Signature:        
 
Natural Land Institute is a tax exempt organization under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code. A donation receipt will be provided for the amount of 
the sponsorship less the cost of event tickets.  
 

Commitment FORM 

11 

mailto:kjohnsen@naturalland.org
mailto:kjohnsen@naturalland.org

