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Executive Director's Message

Sticking to NLI's Mission of Land Protection

025 fell on the heels of significant ~ We had some reserve funds for land acquisition in 2025, and
2 land acquisitions totaling 535 acres  thankfully so, because NLI was able to act fast to purchase
in 2024 — it was a time to share
Alan Branhagen those lands with our membership and plan
Executive Director  for their stewardship. The flora and fauna
of these new sites are now secured with
habitat to thrive into the future. Oxbow Spring’s open house
fell on April 30th and more than 100 members and donors “win” column. Blair Road Woodlands is such a unique forest of
walked the site to experience the sea of Virginia Bluebells in mainly White Oak and Black Maple — read more about it on
peak bloom and look through a scope at the Bald Eagles on the following page.
their nest. The open house for the S Y o B L
Jerry and Kathy Busse Prairie Preserve }
followed on May 28th as guests hiked
around this wonderful grassland
expanse and got to look through a
scope at a Sandhill Crane on her nest

while overlooking Lake AJ.

In planning for the ongoing
stewardship of these and all NLI

lands, we put together an appeal

for our stewardship endowment to
raise funds for care of the land. We
introduced the appeal at the Annual
Dinner and announced an anonymous
gift of $250,000 we hoped to match

— we sent out a revised appeal in

late summer to all our members and
together our supporters raised the
match for a total of almost $550,000 P : / b
for the Lands Owned Stewardship Marianna Page looks through a telescope to see Bald Eagles on a nest across the field

Blair Road Woodlands in September from a willing seller
before it went on the open market. We had lost a bid on the
open market to protect some conservation lands in spring so

we were grateful for the Blair Road Woodlands to be in the

Endowment. Thank you! during the Open House at Oxbow Springs. Judi Nichols (left) looks on with Grace Wieland
(AmeriCorps Service Member in 2025), and Terry Nichols in the background. Photo by Jill Kennay

Cover Photo: Midsummer wildflowers in a restored prairie at Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek.
Photo by Isabelle Molitor
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We had donors, who wish to remain anonymous, come
forward with a gift of land last year and after evaluating the
land for our working and conservation lands mission, I asked
the donors if they would allow NLI to sell the land. The
donors said yes, as long as the proceeds go towards acquiring
lands NLI would otherwise be unable to protect. NLI took
ownership of this donated land in the last quarter of 2025 and
the land’s pending sale led to a purchase agreement to acquire
149 acres of critical buffer lands from a willing seller for
Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve — hear more about
that in next year’s Annual Report as these transactions were
completed on March 17, 2026.

NLI put together a 2025 Year End appeal to replenish
the land acquisition fund to recover funds spent for Blair
Road Woodlands and to cover the remaining funds needed

¥ b - Lo

A Bald Eagle sits on the nest that can be seen through the

telescope at Oxbow Springs. Photo by Patrick Yarbrough

Rayand C
at Oxbow Springs.

to acquire the 149-acres of buffer lands around Beach
Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve. Again, our membership
came through raising $363,280. This was another point in the
“win” column, but a tract of significant old growth woodland
suddenly came available on the open market at this time

and we were challenged to pull enough funds together to
acquire that before it sold. Please consider a gift to NLI's Land
Acquisition Fund so we can always be ready to act quickly to
protect lands. Purchase agreements to protect land that give
NLI time to raise funds are often not an option.

har Ferdgson stan

Photo by Alan Branhagen
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View looking west with Blair Road Woodlands on the right side of the road (see cluster of trees in fall color) from the right corner
foreground to the background. Pecatonica Wetlands Preserve is on the left side of the road. Photo by Curt Johnsen

Blair Road Woodlands Acquisition

lan Branahagen wrote a detailed description of the for growing native woodland wildflowers for seed production,
A Blair Road Woodlands in the fall Land and Nature and gathering space for events held on the site. A couple of

newsletter (https://www.naturalland.org/newsletter/). ~ working lands uses are being explored too: as a potential space
This new preserve of old growth woodland was acquired on for mushroom production using thinned maple wood as the
Sept. 2, 2025 with an open house held this year on May growing medium and as a place to collect maple syrup gathered
5, 2026. Because of its sensitive nature with a lot of road from the land’s significant stand of Black Maples. Let us know
and power line frontage, NLI will not be opening the site if you are interested in such a project or know of someone who
to the public until complete inventories of the flora and a might be interested. Black Maples are closely related to Sugar
management plan for the site is completed. NLI is exploring Maples with a rich, very sweet sap.
uses for the former structures sites and that may include beds
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Anderson Conservation Easement

LI closed on the 40-acre James and Marilyn

Anderson Conservation Easement in Carroll

County on July 29, 2025. This privately protected
property lies in NLI's Mississippi River Blufflands Priority
Conservation Area and just 1.5 miles down East Johnson
Creek from NLI’s Banes Conservation Easement. The
property is comprised of old growth timber: about one-fifth

Map created by JDCF, 12-9-2020

oak savanna, and the remainder oak-hickory woodland with
a wetland seep in the northwestern quadrant. The easement
legally protects in perpetuity the site’s woodland, savanna and
wetlands, preserving the open and natural character of the
site including its scenic value to passers-by. The natural land
protects the water quality of East Johnson Creek and habitat
for wildlife and plants.

[ Proposed Conservation Easement
Anderson Parcels
' NLI Conservation Easements.
| -

Basemap Orthographic Imagery, 08-02-2019
Source: USDA Service Cehter Agencies
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Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve boasting spring native wildflowers of (light
pink) Shooting Star, (purple) Prairie Phlox, and (yellow) and Golden Alexander

with farmland in the background that was acquired using funds from the 80-acre
anonymous farmland donation in 2025. Photo by Alan Branhagen.
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Land Gift donation
of 80-acres

s mentioned in the Executive

Director’s Message, NLI received

a gift of land late last year. The
donors wish to remain anonymous and NLI
always honors that. The donors originally
contacted NLI regarding the Working
Lands Initiative and you can read more
about that on NLI’s website (https://www.
naturalland.org/working-lands-initiative/).
This land was prime farmland without any
natural land or linkage to natural lands so
did not score very well on NLI’s land rating
system which keeps the organization focused
on its mission, even when considering
working farmland. The donors agreed to
give the land for NLI to sell, as long as the
proceeds were used to protect lands that
NLI would otherwise be unable to protect.
In keeping with the working land’s theme of
the gift, NLI thought these funds would be
great in acquiring the farmland surrounding
Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve
which needed more buffer for its long-term
conservation — 85% of the adjacent farm is
in agriculture. The buffer land also contains
a relic prairie, abandoned railroad rights-of-
way and other gravelly grasslands that make
sense to restore, while much of the farm
could be maintained as working lands. The
donors agreed with this potential and gave
us their land. We have followed through
with our promises and they are pleased on

how they could help.
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Land Stewardship

Restoration Efforts Realized

025 was a tremendous year for wildlife observation she said, “appears to be near the northwest edge of its range
at Natural Land Institute preserves. Staff, volunteers, and relatively rare in this area. It certainly surprised me!”
and members documented several rare species acrossa .0k to ongoing management that has been culminating

variety of habitats and natural areas. for decades, as well as some pioneering new technologies,

Grace Wieland (an AmeriCorps Service Member on NLI’s our restoration efforts are providing quality habitat for some
Stewardship Team at the time) conducted a months-long imperiled critters.

wildlife monitoring project in 2025 at Burr Oak Valley
Nature Preserve and Lind-McGeachie Preserve. The most
unexpected sighting was at Lind-McGeachie where a Bobcat
was caught on the trail cam.

In November, Nygren Wetland Preserve had uncommon
visitors. A pair of Federally Endangered Whooping Cranes
stopped over in the main wetland for just one night.

2025 marks 25 years since the property was acquired and

Barbara Williams conducts monitoring of several species restoration began. Much of the preserve is in great shape, but
at various NLDs natural areas. She observed an American invasive species control is ongoing. Staff began working with a
Bumble Bee, an uncommon bee in this region, and she contractor to use an aerial drone to apply herbicide to control
documented a Federally Endangered Rusty Patched Bumble Reed Canary Grass. Thanks to funding from the Natural

Bee, both at Nygren Wetland Preserve. On another visit to Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), future applications

Nygren Wetland she spotted a Riley’s Clearwing Moth, which  are planned for 2026 and 2027.

Two Federally Endangered Whooping Cranes visited Nygren Wetland Preserve in November along with Sandhill Cranes, Geese and many
other migratory birds. Photo by Emery (Ed) Johnson
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Another long term project began in 2025 at Lost Flora Fen
on Racoon Creek. With funding support from NRCS and the
American Bird Conservancy, work began on a 5-year, 20.5-
acre project focusing on oak ecosystem restoration by staff,
volunteers, and the Kepotah Sportsman Club. During one

of our workdays, a volunteer found the cocoon of a Cecropia
Moth, the largest moth native to North America. The cocoon
was saved and the moth was released back in the woodlands
where it was found. Other notable wildlife sightings here
include a Barn Owl and another Bobcat.

\ k1 L d

[ 2 |

Photo by Barbara Williams

Cecropia Moth at Lost Flora Fen

Joe Petrow, the site manager and leader of the
Kepotah Sportsmen’s Club, which helps with deer
and land management at Lost Flora Fen, saw this

Bobcat one day last fall while there. photo by joe Petrow

Riley’s Clearwing Moth, an
unusual sighting at Nygren

Wetland Preserve.
Photos by Barbara Williams
,, _

Purple Martin nest gourds

were added at Nygren Wetland
Preserve in 2025, thanks to
Barbara and Dan Williams for
donating and installing them. It
was exciting to see these Purple
Martin eggs in a nest during the
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Busse Prairie Preserve, which was acquired in September of
2024, had some big steps toward its restoration in 2025. The
preserve saw fire return to the prairies as staff and volunteers
completed three prescribed burns on more than 60 acres. This
last Spring we observed an outstanding bloom of wildflowers
in the burned area. Aerial drone spraying for Reed Canary
Grass was conducted with support from a local foundation,
and we are seeing an excellent response from the underlying
sedge community.

Thanks to some dedicated naturalist volunteers, the Fauna
observation list at Busse Prairie is growing rapidly! The unique
wetland is home to dozens of species of dragonflies and

Photo by Barbara Williams

damselflies, including the Golden-winged Skimmer, a second
state record in Wisconsin. Racoon Creek flows through the
property, where the Wisconsin State Threatened Slippershell
Mussel was observed. Staff and volunteers are actively
monitoring Busse Prairie Preserve for species of all kinds to aid
in managing this property.

Monitoring the animals, big and small, that call our

preserves home is vital information. It helps us make sound
management decisions. We are grateful for the help our
members and volunteers provide in both managing these wild
places, as well as monitoring the plants and animals that live
here.

An lllinois State Endangered species,
this Blanding’s Turtle was found

near Raccoon Creek at one of NLI's
preserves. Notice the eyes and nose
above the yellow chin in this close up
of the Blanding’s face.

Stéwardship Wish List

In Order of Priority

B Pickup Truck: Replacement for our current
midsize pickup that is beginning to falil
mechanically

W Camera drone: for monitoring and invasive
species mapping

W Tracks for UTV: for better access to our
wetland properties

M Pull Behind Mower: for ATV/UTV: for trail
and maintenance mowing

B Construction Lumber: 2x4s, 2x6S, 4x4s,
etc. (New or Reclaimed)

W Misc. Mechanics tools: socket sets, vise
grips, pipe wrenches, etc.
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Fiscal Year 2025 Financial Summary

E Assets

F (@71 $ 1,129,773
Prepaid Expenses........cocccoeuevrincecuennnee 43,383

Land Held for Preservation.......... 13,229,784

Conservation Easements ............... 1,254,868

Buildings and Equipment................. 204,868

FY 2025 Investments.........cooeeeeveeecveeneeennes 10,228,398
Revenue Total Assets ......cccooevevueennnee. $26,091,074

Less

Payables......c.ccoceeueuerrircecuennnee $ 136,634

Net ASSets.......cevverrereeerenennns $25,954,440

Revenue and Expenses

Revenue
A) Contributions................ $ 1,528,026
B) Contribution of Land............... 1,279,800
C) GIantS..cueeveeverreeresresresresresressessenns 173,994
FY 2025 D) Investment Income.................. 1,398,317
E) Events, Net......ccoceverreveereerereererennns 19,842

Expenses

F) Landholding and Management ..... 85,989
Total Support and Revenue...$ 4,485,968

Expenses
G) Program Services.................. $ 831,397
H) Management and General............ 76,847
; . I) Membership and Fundraising......... 17,913
Summary of audited financial
statements. For financial statements Total Expenses..........ccccoveneucunne $926,157

audited by the Benning Group, LLC,
please visit www.naturalland.org

NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE

The mission of the Natural Land Institute is to create an
enduring legacy of natural land in northern Illinois for people,
plants and animals.

Our vision: WWe envision a world in which people recognize that

we are a part of nature and act with the knowledge that our future
depends upon preserving the natural systems that support all life on
Earth.

The Natural Land Institute, an accredited land trust, is a private,
501(c)3, not-for-profit, land conservation organization based in
Rockford, lllinois, which has protected approximately 19,000 acres
of natural land in lllinois since 1958.

The NLI is a not-for-profit supported by tax-deductible
contributions. To donate, contact:

Natural Land Institute, 320 South Third Street,
Rockford, lllinois 61104

Phone: 815/964-6666

Email: info@NaturalLand.org; or

visit our website at www.NaturalLand.org

2025 Board of Trustees:

* Starting in June

President (through JUNe) ..o Paul Baits
President..........ccoovvvvvivieinnnnns ... Mark Luthin*
Vice President (through June) .........c.ccooeeveiiinnnninnae Mark Luthin
ViCE PIESIABNT. ..o John Cook*
Vice President... ... Judy Barnard
TrEASUIET ...t Nancy Holm
SEOTETAMNY ... Ashley Sarver

Trey Ambrose, Rockton
April Bieschke, Rockford
Robert Clark, Rockton
Mark Cormier, Rockford
Ray Ferguson, Rockford

Jenn Nowicki, Freeport
(through May)

David Schroepher*, Belvidere
Todd Tucker*, Byron
Nancy Williamson, Village of

Adam Guarino, Machesney Park ~ Lakewood
Jamie Johannsen, Rockford Patrick Yarbrough*, Loves Park
Russ Johansson, Rockford Trustee Emeritus

Howard Knodle, Rockford Paul Baits*, Rockford

Lisa Normoyle, Rockford

Staff:

EXECULIVE DIFECTON ... Alan Branhagen
ASSIStANT DIFECION ....cv.vvvecveecce e Jill Kennay
Director of Stewardship.............cccccevee. Zachary Grycan

Director of Marketing & Membership...... ....Kim Johnsen

Field Biologist.........cccccovvrinnae ..Laura Helmich
Natural Resources TeChniCian...........ccccvvveeeriieeiniienenas Kyle Hulbert
AmeriCorps Member ................ ..Grace Wieland
Administrative SpecialiSt............cccoevvivieiiiiiiinas Jessica Formea
Facilities MaiNtenance ...........ccooveevvieienieee e Kent Wolfe
Weekly Volunteer:

AAMINISIAION ... Marianna Page
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Thank You to Our 2025 NLI Members

Protectors of the
Land ($5,000 and
above)

Anonymous

Dorothy Baits

Paul and Teri Baits

Robert and Beverly Beebe

Jerry and Kathy Busse

Mark Cormier

Joy Duerr

Ed and Vicki Eggers

Jay and Jane Evans

Ray and Char Ferguson

Marilyn Fulton Foundation

Brett and Margret Hanson

William and Sally Hoff

John and Colleen Holmbeck

Eugene and Sasha Jarvis

Judy Letourneau

Nancy Maze

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Gordon and Linda Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Herb and Marianna Page

Daryl and Erica Periman

David and Martha Pippitt

Jim and Tami Saunders

Paul and Carol Soderholm

Dan and Susan Swift

Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Dave and Nancy Voss

Nancy Williamson and Steve
Byers

Stewards of the
Land ($2,500 -
$4,999)

Bruce and Phyllis Beneditz
Clare Bland
Alan Branhagen

Mary Jo Brown

Bernie and Cindy Buchholz
Kirby Doyle

David and Cynthia House
Virginia Meyer

Joe and Sindy Micho

Shane and Janet Peterson
Will and Jacki Rodgers

Bill and Julie Shippee
Daniel and Barbara Williams

Trustees of the Land
($1,000 - $2,499)

Anonymous

Charles Anderson

Gary and Robin Anderson

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family Foundation

Richard Benning

Andrew and Jeanne Bergstrom

Elizabeth Brewer

John Harding Family
Foundation

Carol Burmeister

Mary Caskey

Gary and Debra Chessare

Steve and Diane Clark

Dale Collura

Keith Copeland

Peter and Elisabeth Cormier

Gordon and Rose Eggers

Vincent Fidanza

Steve and Diane Gleasman

Ken and Barb Hall

David Hansen

Dennis and Cheryl Henry

Helen Hill

Gary and Cathy Hoover

Abdullah Chtewi

Steve and June Keibler

Mark Keister and Sheryl Wolff

Howard and Lauren Knodle

Carrie Meyer

Judi and Terry Nichols

Jerry and Diana Ogren

William and Nancy Plate

John and Karen Ray

Jane Reuber

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

Julianne Schmidt

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi

Hazen and Carol Tuck

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Greg and Elizabeth Wahl

Steve and Amy Waranauskas

Teresa Wilmot

Nancy Winter

Benefactor ($500 -
$999)

Jon and Tammy Aldrich

Peter and Kris Baldo

John and Anna Borchers

Leroy and Diane Busker

Lynell Cannell

John and Sandra Carleton

Sammy Dalati

Ray and Darlene Davis

Roger Derix

Doug and Laura Dufford

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Joan Edlefsen

Sylvia Emerson

Gayle Englof

Marlene Evans

Mary Lou Fitzpatrick

Ed Foster

Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson

Marilyn Goepfert in memory of
Ron Goepfert

Charles and Prudy Harker

Scott and Mary Hitchcock

Kurt Hubbard

Jane Kerr

Susan Lacerra

Kerry Leigh and Jim Anderson

Dick Leighton

Peter and Pam Lonsway

Richard Luthin

Ronald and Kathleen Mattison

Darryl McCabe

Don McFall

Gary and Joanne Mclntyre

Hope Moore

Bruce and Susan Peterson

Maria Ragonese

John Rogner

Greg and Karen Ruffner

Kevin and Denise Scharat

David and Sue Schroepfer

Marilyn Schweitzer

Richard and Sandra Scott

Mark Shedd

Paul Sikes

Barbara and Jack Simon

Troy and Jill Skwor

David and Connie Sliktas

Judy Snyder

Gary and Teresa Sommers

Duane and Melissa Teske

Mark Vanderpoel and Linda
Coady

Loyd and Judith Wollstadt

Chris and Sandy Wrate

Randolph Zimmerman

Guardian ($250 -
$499)

Anonymous
Dorothy Anderson
Jack and Joyce Armstrong

Carmen Augelli

Ellen Baker

Jay Baker

Rick and Bonnie Barton

Carol Beatty

Brad Beile

Brian Benjamin

Gerard and Marie Bueche

Dan and Stacy Burton

Terry and Julie Carius

Joe and Ann Chamberlain

Marjorie and Roland Christen

Robert Clark and Cassi Paslick

Terri Clark

John and Marcia Cook

Phil and Kathy Dierstein

Douglas Ecker

Dianne Feldt

Kay Fisher

Barry and Diane Fitz

Gregory and Laurel Franchini

Larry and Colleen Gill

James Godshalk and Marjorie
Lundy

Paul and Alberta Grossen

Mary Hallock

Fran and Heather Harty

Janet Herbert-Verhaar and
John Verhaar

Gary and Darcy Hess

Charles Hillebrand

Robert Ivey

Mark Jenssen

Terri Joern

Kim and Curt Johnsen

David and Anita Johnson

Thomas Jordan

Dan and Diane Kane

Jill Kennay

Gary and Jeanne Kovanda

Isabel Larson and Solomon
Perrin
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Co Leber and Robert Mirgain

Ray and Deborah Lecuyer

Ruth and Tom Little

William Luhman

Matt Markley

Bruce and Mary Anne
Mathwich

Connie Matusiak

Phil and Connie Mclntosh

Scott and Kelly Monson

Jerrold Moors

John and Karin Nitiss

Richard and Luci Nora

Lynn Nybo

David and Linda Oldenburg

Paula Olson

Pamela Osborne

Betty Owano

David Paddock

Ejner and Margo Pagh

Arthur and Susan Pearson

Allen and Ruth Penticoff

Timothy and Carrie Rollins

John and Catherine Schafman

Stephen Schmaeng

Jeffrey Schneider

Keith and Pamela Shaver

Kathleen Simms

Ron and Jennifer Spielman

Jeffrey Stack and Kathryn
Mielke

Denise Thompson

Mary Anne Toppe

Jack Tower

Cindy Skrukrud and Thomas
von Geldern

Neita Webster

Vicki Weidenbacher

Richard and Kathleen Welch

Bill and Marijean Whitcher

Jim and Janet Wilson

David Zaber

< 2025 ANNUAL REPORT &£ SUMMER, 2026

Protector ($100 -
$249)

Anonymous

Nathan and Mayumi Aaberg

Denise Anderson

Gary and Mary Ann Anderson

Jim and Marion Applegate

Bill and Mary Anne Ax

Gretchen Bain

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Judy Barnard

Brian and Liz Barnes

Francie Barnes

William and Leah Baskin

Mark and Gill Batterman

Joy Beckman and Dan
Boutelle

Wendy Bennett

John and Marilyn Bettice

Karen Bieschke

Mary Blackmore

Joe Bove

Janice and John Bowman

Bill and Joyce Brown

Terry and Karen Brown

Steve and Cindy Bunk

Tom and Cheryl Butler

Bruce and Mary Canterbury

Susan Carlin

Steve and Kathy Chapman

Paul Christensen

Laura Comilla

Mary Conley

Sherri Crawford

Wendy Dahlberg

Kira Devin

Chris and Machelle Dopkins

Polly Doyle

Nicole Eckstein

Lora Edwards and Michael
Simmons

Charles and Marge Elliot

George and Mary English

Margaret Erickson

Frank and Barbara Flores

Jan Floto

Margaret Fox-Hawthorne

Christopher Fye & Associates

Richard and Karen Gadke

Gary Garman

John and Carol Gerrond

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

William and Maureen Glass

Anne Godin

Cynthia Grantz

Tim Gruner

Andrew Gulya

Lisa Haderlein and Tom Cubr

Nancy Hatten

Julia Heglund

Joseph Hemlock

Rodger and Deena Hergert

Ray and Nina Herzer

Paul and Linda Hoefert

Kevin Holdmann and Lenae
Weichel

Tom and Marline Holmes

Nancy Holstrum

Wanda Hoover

David Hougan

Dan and Rita Houlihan

Daniel and Claudia Hueber

Michael Jeffords and Susan
Post

Pegay Jencius

Joe and Barb Jirak

Jamie Johannsen and Jeff
Layng

Cathy Johnson

George Johnson

Nita Johnson

Noelle Johnson

Dan and Sandi Kelly

Bruce Kessler

Brad Keyes

Jean Killingsworth

Curtis and Laurie Kleckler

Dr. Thornton Kline, Jr.

Ryan Knodle

Barb Kober

Lloyd and Diane Koch

Carol Kraft

Doug and Deb Kruger

Pat Lawlor

Kent and Kathy Lawrence

Gary Lefko and Rebecca
Nekolite

Diane Lichtenstein and Steven

Diamond

Chuck and Michele Lind

Dan Loescher

Dan and Julie Long

Keith and Kathleen Magnus

Dave and Linda Martin

Julieanne and Erik Mason

Jeanne and Ray Massingill

Don Mateer and Dawn
Hallsten

Karen Matz and John
Skowronski

Dennis McFall

Cindy Mclntyre

Neil McLaughlin

Rich and Susan McMullen

Andrew Meindl

Rebecca Millar

Don and Sue Miller

Gilbert Mitchell

Denise Morgan

Marcia Mueller

Katrina Mulcahy

Beverly Neff

Chris Nelson

Lisa Normoyle

Northwest lllinois Bird and
Nature Alliance

Randy Nyboer

Tom Oberg

Randy and Nancy Ocken

Karen O’Hayer

Larry Page

Susan Palm Lynch

Beth Parentice and Patrick
Goeckner

Jan Pausteck

Chelsea Peterson

John Peterson

Diane Phillips

Sam and Linda Pirrello

Paul and Velta Pocs

Linda Posner

Marjory and Gerald Rand

Christopher and Kim Reisetter

Jacqueline Rheaume

John and Gayle Risley

Mary Robinson

Kevin and Kim Rohling

Audrey Salberg

Ashley Sarver

Doug Schandelmeier

Randy and Nancy Schietzelt

Karen and Thomas Schiller

Frank and Rhonda Schmitt

Kristine Schnor

Dave and Pat Schubert

Verna Schubert

Susan Schulze in memory of
George B. Fell

Marcelle Schwartz

Upal and Tracy Sengupta

Bob and Mary Ann Severson

Charles Sewell

Kathryn and Brian Sewell

Nancy Shade

Bob Shaw

Thom and Teresa Shelow

Sheila Schoenfeld

James and Ingrid Siebel

John and Mona Siebel

Carter and Ruth Siegfried

Lloyd Smith

Paul Sorensen

Paige Spangler

Linda Spickler

Mark Spitzer
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Robert Stanton

Dennis and Dianne Stenerson

Elba Stirlen

Brad Suster

Wayne Svoboda

Richard and Michelle Swanson

Ross Sweeny

Steven and Marcia Terrill

Janis Thelen

Ken Thomson and Mari Weikel

James Tibensky

Pablo Toral

Jim and Alison Vanderpoel

Cathryn Vernon and Chris
French

Jim and Mary Vieregg

Matthew Vincent

Garrett Waecker

Randall Walker

Thomas and Karen Walsh

John and Susan Walt

William Walz

James Weichel

Joylene Westphal

Fred and Mary Ann Wham

Whiteside Co. Soil and Water
Cons. Dist.

Laurel Wild

Larry and Tess Wilke

Andrew Williams and Rebecca
Christoffel

Richard Wilsie

Doug and Diane Wilson

Dan and Amy Wolf

Supporting ($50 -
$99)

Anonymous

Dean Almquist

Ken and Julie Beach
Raoul Bergersen
Linda Bergstrom
Karen Blomgren

Steve and Mardie Blomgren

Alyson Broman Conn

Tracy Cannell

John and Timmie Clemetsen

Charles Corley

llene Dailey

Sandra Deahn

Nancy Degnan

Ron and Phyllis DeGraff

Deb Dietz

Amy Doll

Randy and Sylvia Downing

Janell Drolsum

Jim Duhigg

Jane Eaton

Eric Ellison

Judy Emmett

Ellen and Stephen Franklin

Andrew Fulrath

Jeff Gahris

Marissa Giannangeli and
Derek Nelson

Reid Goodrich

Brian Hedges

Susan Heinke

Bill and Kady Hevrin

Nancy Hoey

Richard and Jane Hoffman

Justin and Christy Hohlen

Larry and Lois Holeton

Carla Jaffe

Carla James

Dan and Betsy Johnson

Garnett Johnson

Kathi Jurkowski

Michael Kearney

Terry and Marcee Keilback

Carolyn Keller

Mary Kisamore

Jane Klep

Bud and Therese Laman

John Larson

Jim Laseman

Sandra Lee

Nels and Liz Leutwiler
Jeanne and Chuck Ludeke
Diane Lyon

Jan MaclLeod

Linda Martin

Pam May

John and Cindy McKee
Mary McMannis

Sarah Meadus

Suzette Merchant

Philip Meyers

David and Janet Miller
Terry and Linda Mohaupt
Dave and Elizabeth Mullen
Christine Nelson

Dennis Nemeth

Daniel Oberg

Raylin Olson

Barb Peterson

Douglas and Kathryn Pherigo
Dwayne Proctor

Miles and Sharon Radzienta
Kenneth Ramsay

Linda Robertson

Susan Rogowski

Arnold and Kathy Rosen
Judy Rossi

Virginia Rous

Daniel Salvi

Valerie Sanders

Sandy Sarno

Richard Schlobohm
Susan Schumacher
John and Ann Shallcross
Shawn Stacey-Choinard
Nancy Story

Rick Strader

Robert and Vicki Stretton
Christine Swanberg

Joe Swierkosz

Lynne Townsend

Randy and Julie Trank
Steven and Joy Vee
Lance Verderame

.,

.

Photo by Kyle Hulbert

R ey e

B'arbara‘Wi.I'ljams helps with a prescribed
burn at Busse Prairie'Préserve
-

Linda Vojtech

John and Kim Vollmer
Kenneth Wengert

Sara Winter

Ross Youngberg

Greg and Jamie Zimmerman

Partner ($35 - $49)

B.J. Alexis

Gina Alis

Ders Anderson

Marcia Aramovich

Kaleb Baker

Matthew and Tiara Bertrand

Catherine Biagioli

Chris Bielawski

Brian Bielema

llene Bindl

Mark Blassage and Tara
O’Leary

Drake Branca

Sue Breidigam

Chris Burkhart

Craig Campbell

Margie Carroll

Ellen Caskey

Dan and Kathy Davis

Marcia DeClerk

Susie Douglas

Ellen Edlefson

Robert Fritsch

Linda Gibson

Carlos and Eliana Gomez

Dorothy Graton

Jeffery Hawkins

Jackie Hickey

Jane Hicks

John Hockman

Ken and Kathleen Hodowanic

Hilary Hofstetter

Brian Horner

Jean Howell

Nancy Jacobson

Charlene and Alan Knudten

Amy Koziol

Wendell and Judy Kurr

Mark Lautenschlager

Michelle Lecuyer

Shelby Leick

Janaan Lewis

Ron and Elsie Magnussen

Carolyn Mann

Ann Martin

Jerry McCormick

Mark Meier

John Mueller

Toni Murray

John Nall

Myles Nelson

Ron Nelson

Charles Nixon

Gary and Jerri Noller

Zoe Norwood

Josephine Peebles

Tyler Pellegrini and Jaimie
Curtis

Daniel Pohl

Carolyn Rasmussen

Laura Rea

Linda Ricker

Cassandra Rodgers

Elizabeth Roseman
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Michele Rotello
Laurie Scudder
Jose’ and Lois Seijo
Robert Sitko

Carrie Stralow
Teresa Tomblinson
Cari Vanderheyden
Dave Watts

Dylan Watts

Robert Wendt

Eric Werschin

Mark and Melissa West
Christy Westman
John White

Ann Whitney

Diana Wiemer
Karen Witter

Patrick Yarbrough
Jerrold Zar

Other

Janette Aguilera

Jan Asprooth

Johanna Cole

Alliyah Correnti

Tracy Drobick

Brenda Fermanich

Annabella Fumo

Amy Genis

Andrew and Jenni Hassler

Alice Heath

Bill and Susan Kleiman

Annie Kordesh

Karen Larson and Jim
Ackleson

Jeff Linden

Steve Liphart

Larry Swanson

Wendy Tumminello

Paul Vogrinc

Corporate Council

David C. Olson Photography
Gibbons Electric

< 2025 ANNUAL REPORT &£ SUMMER, 2026

Thank You to Our 2025 Project Gifts

Thank You to
NLI Project
Partners

Anonymous

Alfred & Ella Peterson

Anderson Family
Foundations

Tim and Catherine
Balassie

Black-Periman
Foundation

Brubaker Family
Foundation

Jerry and Kathy Busse

Community Foundation
of Northern lllinois

Mark Cormier

Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County

Guy Reno Family
Foundation

linois Department of
Natural Resources

John Knaus

Judith Letourneau

Nancy Maze

Merrill Johnson Trust

Gordon and Linda
Neese

Don and Espie Nelson

Nicor Gas

Marianna and Herb Page

Pivot Energy Inc.

Roscoe Sportsman’s
Club

Trajectory Energy
Partners

Unitarian Universalist
Church

Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation

Thank you

for Generous
Donations for
the Acquisition
of the 21-Acre
Blair Road
Woodlands

Gift for Naming
Opportunity

Nancy Maze

Gifts $1,000+

Anonymous

Dorothy Anderson

Paul and Teri Baits

Robert and Beverly
Beebe

Mary Blackmore

Alan Branhagen

Kirby Doyle

Jay Evans

Janet Herbert-Verhaar
and John Verhaar

Russ and Gin
Johansson

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Neil McLaughlin

Suzette Merchant

Louis Mule’

Don and Espie Nelson

Daryl and Erica
Periman

Jane Reuber

Greg and Karen Ruffner

David and Sue
Schroepfer

Bob and Mary Ann
Severson

Dan and Susan Swift Elaine Gabel

Janis Thelen Rich and Joyce

Phil and Karen Gibbons in honor of
Thompson Zach Grycan

Mark Vanderpoel and Reid Goodrich
Linda Coady Andrew Gulya

Vanderpoel Steven and Keiko Hall
Conservation Kurt Hubbard
Foundation Kim Johnsen

Dave and Nancy Voss Garnett Johnson

Daniel and Barbara Noelle Kaushik
Williams Bruce Kessler

Christopher Wise

Bloodroot. Phéto by ;Alan Branhagen
Mary Kisamore
Gifts up to $999 Howard and Lauren
Knodle
Nathan and Mayumi Barb Kober
Aaberg Bob and Elizabeth Lind
James Akers Chuck and Michele
Jim Alwill Lind
Sally Baker Mary McMannis

Peter and Kris Baldo
Brian Benjamin
Ben Harding Family

Carrie Meyer
Christine Nelson
Benjamin Neuendorf

Foundation
i ; Tom Oberg
E/:g?agjagﬁg ning Ron and Susan Panzer
Ileng Daile ' Jerry Paulson
-y Connie Pemble
Roger Derix

Chelsea Peterson
Paul Petrie in honor of
Russell V. Petrie

Phil and Kathy Dierstein
Douglas Ecker

Donna Reber

Jacqueline Rheaume

Russ Rudey

Jim and Tami Saunders

Loren and Linda
Schafer

Mark Shedd

David and Lori
Sollenberger

Robert and Vicki
Stretton

Christine Swanberg

Dan and Susan Swift

Daniel and Cynthia
Torrisi

Laurie Van Dreese

Linda Vojtech

Joylene Westphal

Sara Winter

Thank You

for Generous
Donations for
the 128-acre
Oxbow Springs

Gifts $1,000+

Anonymous

James Godshalk and
Marjorie Lundy

William and Sally Hoff

Ted Ross

Gifts up to $999

Susan Adams and
Gregg Schneider

Gerard and Marie
Bueche

Paul Mollway in
memory of Pat Walker
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Learning about Eastern Bluebirds and their habitat at

Family Nature Adventures

Randy Nyboer

Beth Parentice and Patrick
Goeckner

Lisa Weckerly

Thank you for gifts
for the 149-acre
addition to Beach
Cemetery Prairie
Nature Preserve

Gifts $1,000+

Anonymous

Alan Branhagen
Nancy Maze

Jack and Terry Shouba

2025 Donors to the
Gordon G. Eggers
Fund, an Endowment
for the Nygren
Wetland

Ed and Vicki Eggers
Emerson Eggers
Gary and Rose Eggers

Photo by Kim Johnsen

Thomas Jordan

Bob and Elizabeth Lind
Richard Luthin

Ronald and Kathleen Mattison
Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Gifts for Nygren
Wetland Restoration

Alfred & Ella Peterson
Anderson Family Foundation

Carol Bingley

Mary Jean Jecklin gave in
honor of the Jecklin and
Hulett families

Judy Letourneau

Gordon and Linda Neese

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

Daniel and Barbara Williams

Gifts to the
Conservation
Easement
Endowment Fund

James and Marilyn Anderson

Gifts to the Lands
Owned Stewardship
Endowment Fund

Gifts $1,000+

Dorothy Baits

Paul and Teri Baits

Tim and Catherine Balassie

Richard Benning

Andrew and Jeanne
Bergstrom

Alan Branhagen

Wendy Dahlberg

Kirby Doyle

Ray Ferguson

Brett and Margret Hanson

Mark and Laurie Luthin

Gary and Joanne Mclntyre

Gordon and Linda Neese

Herb and Marianna Page

Daniel and Cynthia Torrisi

Gifts up to $999

Jack and Joyce Armstrong
Gretchen Bain

Francie Barnes

Brian Benjamin

Mary Blackmore

William N. Evans

Graham and Fiona Fordyce
Elaine Gabel

Lydia Garvey

Osprey at Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Rich and Joyce Gibbons

Mary Hallock

Richard and Jane Hoffman

Kurt Hubbard

Mary Johnson

Howard and Lauren Knodle

Deb Kramar

Connie Matusiak

Suzette Merchant

Tom Oberg

Nancy Perry

Paul Petrie

Bruce Ross-Shannon and
Ruthe Falk

Russ Rudey

John and Catherine Schafman

Julianne Schmidt

Ed and Judy Stemwedel

Duane and Melissa Teske

Steven and Joy Vee

Matthew Vincent

Walter and Virginia Watson

Lisa Weckerly

Andrew Williams and Rebecca
Christoffel

Employer Matching
Gift Programs

Benevity Community Impact
Fund

Blackbaud Giving Fund

CME Group Community
Foundation

Photo by Upal Sengupta

EarthShare of lllinois
Exelon CyberGrants
General Mills

Network for Good
PayPal Giving Fund
ThermoFisher Scientific

Thank You to Our In-
Kind Donors

An Anonymous couple gave
NLI 80 acres of land

Jim Akers provided equipment
for restoration work at the
Foss Farm

Judy Barnard donated graphic
arts design, refreshments,
and silent auction items for
NLI events

Mark Cormier donated
materials and built 10 kestrel
boxes and 2 barn owl boxes

Linda Gibson gave rain
boots and buckets for seed
collecting

David Holman produces
GIS-based maps for NLI
preserves

Chad Hoover provided
equipment for restoration
work at Silver Creek Woods

Martin Kehoe provided
equipment for restoration
work at Conklin Preserve

Gregg Maze donated a farm
truck for the Lost Flora Fen

Joe Micho provided
equipment for brush clearing
at Lost Flora Fen and a
trimmer at Nygren Wetland
Preserve

Gordon and Linda Neese
provided equipment for
stewardship projects
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Joe Petrow provided
equipment for restoration
work at Lost Flora Fen on
Raccoon Creek, Silver Creek
Woods and the Foss Farm

John and Karen Ray provided
equipment and fuel for site
maintenance at Oxbow
Springs and Pecatonica
Ridge Prairie

New Conservation@
Home Members

Phil and Carolyn Fulkerson
Andrew and Jenni Hassler
Ron Holm and Alice Fox
Jeff Linden

Dan Schandelmeier

In Appreciation to
our Annual Dinner
Sponsors

Anonymous

Suzette Merchant

WilliamsMcCarthy LLP

Northern Trust

Paul and Teri Baits

Rockford Park District

Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, LTD

The Eggers Family

Nancy Williamson and Steve
Byers

Studio GWA

Specialty Screw Corp.

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Campus

Davey Resource Group

Keith Syfert and Linda Miller

Viking Chemical

Friends of lllinois Nature
Preserves

N

Rusty Patched Bumble ee at Nygren Wetland

Preserve.

Family Nature
Adventures Grantors
and Sponsors

Community Foundation of
Northern lllinois

Paul and Teri Baits

Mark and Laurie Luthin

N. Regional Groundwater
Protection Planning
Committee

North Park Water

ARC Design Resources, Inc.

Lisa and Tim Normoyle

State Bank of Davis

von Briesen & Roper

Thank you to our
Wine & Brew at the
Wetland Sponsors

Anonymous

Gibbons Electric, Inc.

Sjostrom and Sons, Inc.

Dave and Nancy Voss and
Family

Benning Group LLC

Cindy Campbell

Paul and Teri Baits

Specialty Screw Corp.

North Pointe Health &
Wellness Campus

Lindstrom Travel

Photo by Barbara Williams

Studio GWA
Brian and Julie Thomas

In Honor of ...

Steven and Keiko Hall donated
in honor of Dave McCollom

Rita Howard and Jim and
Rose Sime gave in honor
of George Johnson’s 100th
Birthday

Helene Price donated in honor
of Diane Rose Dailing

Will and Jacki Rodgers gave in
honor of Dorothy Powell

Judith Stolper gave in honor of
Jerry Moors

Dave and Nancy Voss made
a gift in memory of Kamla
Thappa

James Weichel gave a
donation in honor of Kevin
Holdmann

David Zaber gave in honor of
his Mother, Emily Zaber

Donations in
Memory of Maribeth
Brigham:

Johathan and Sarah
Brockman
Lisa Mueller

< 2025 ANNUAL REPORT & SUMMER, 2026

Dick and Paula Rasanen
Joel and Sharon Sjostrom

Gifts in Memory of
Jane Evans:

Anonymous

Paul and Teri Baits

Linda Bosley

William and Sally Hoff

John and Colleen Holmbeck

Patricia Hoople

Karen Matz and John
Skowronski

Judith Meuleman

Lisa Novak

Jerry Paulson

Dan and Susan Swift

Wild Ones - Rock River Valley
Chapter

David and Carolyn
Wollenhaupt

Gifts for Nygren
Wetland in Memory
of Loren Floto:

Susan Haney

Robert Harris and Janet
Palazzetti

Shirley and Eric Johnson

Meredith Mamckelvey

Mr. and Mrs. Danie Saavedra

Nancy Vodick-Mapes

Michael and Rebecca Wachtel

Raymond Young

Gifts in Memory of
Richard Luthin:

Paul and Teri Baits

Jay Evans

Mark and Laurie Luthin
Jerry Paulson

Gifts in Memory of
Pat Walker:
Ken and Barb Hall

Gary and Jennifer Schwerin
Dave and Terry Walker

Gifts for the Nygren
Wetland in Memory
of Lute Wyttenbach:

John and Mary Dammann
Mike and Deb Eickman
Sherman and Lynn Finer
Rudolph and Linda Gebhardt
Ryan Hearn

Harlan and Debra Hettrick
Gina and Timothy Lam
Steve and Pat Lewis

Daniel and Marion Lingel
John and Barbara Lumina
Bill and Paula Morgan

Jerry Paulson

Lester and Jennifer Plymale
Mary Jane Sinkel

John and Patricia Sternad
Thomas and Debra Wellman
David and Jody Wyttenbach

Mark Luthin directed his
speaker honorarium from
Northwest Bird and Nature
Alliance to NLI

Northwest lllinois Bird and
Nature Alliance sponsored the
2026 Dexter Patterson event

Jeff Pfaller donated proceeds
from his book “Dark Skies:
Rare Phenomena in America’s
Public Lands”

Micky Torpedo donated proceeds
from Birdsongs Vol. 2: Sounds
of The Bell Bow! Prairie
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Community Outreach and Engagement

NLI provides learning and engagement opportunities by
hosting events and programs that bring about a better
understanding of nature and our organization. We also do
this by participating in other organizations events.

Recognizing one tree a month with its unique story
through NLI’s Legacy Tree Program is another way

Legacy Tree Program

NLI’s Legacy Tree Program continued with a suite of 12 trees
of significance, one featured each month: 6 in Rockford, 2 in
Freeport, 2 in Cherry Valley and one each in Ogle County
and Rockton. The program has discovered many very special
trees throughout our service area. In October, Justin Vozzo,
former Extension Specialist in Forestry with the University of
Ilinois in Champaign, visited to confirm measurements of
several of NLI legacy trees whose measurements indicated they
may be new State Champion Trees. In November of 2025,
Justin, Alan Branhagen, and Howard Knodle (NLI Trustee
and volunteer legacy tree measurer) drove around Winnebago
County and remeasured many of these trees. Justin reported
that five of the trees were new State Champions and three

of them are pending (which means they have to remeasure
existing champion trees in case they have grown since their
last measurement). Justin also certified Howard as an official
tree measurer after the experience. NLI member and volunteer
Chris Reisetter, took photographs of each of the trees and
their nominators.

If you would like to become more involved with this program
or sponsor it, please give the office a call. Nominations are
accepted from NLIs 12 county service area: Boone, Bureau,
Carroll, northern DeKalb, Henry, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Rock
Island, Stephenson, Whiteside and Winnebago.

to create awareness in the community about NLI and
engage the public through their own connection to trees.
The program inspires the community to understand the
value of trees for their contributions to both the natural
environment, developed landscapes and to the quality of

life.

These five trees were identified through NLI’s Legacy Tree
Program as potentially being the largest of their
species in the State of lllinois and nominated
to the lllinois Big Tree Register in 2025.
They were measured in November and
confirmed as the biggest of their kind.

See the month and year the tree was
recognized as the monthly tree under each

& e ':: .. : e 0 L T T e =
Black Maple in the right of way on Moody Road in Rockton Township.

L: Alan Branhagen presents Rockton Township Supervisor Randy Johnson
with the lllinois Big Tree Register Certificate (March 2024).
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Read more about NLI’s Legacy Tree Program, the five new State Champions, the monthly trees and find the nomination form
at: heeps://www.naturalland.org/nlis-legacy-tree-program-january/. The Illinois Big Tree Certificates were presented to the
landowners and photographed in ]anuary 2026

- W 5 E i ’ _-I-L. o B 8 ey X s - Ry T o =5 : il i s
This Northern Red 0Oak is located on private land at the home of Thom y Coffee tree at Dahlquist Park in Rockford. L: Alan Branhagen
Shelow and Teresa Beach-Shelow. R: Alan Branhagen presents the lllinois  presents the lllinois Big Tree Register Certificate to Rockford Park District
Big Tree Register Certificate to Thom and Teresa (June 2024). Commissioner Tyler Smith (September 2024).

SN

Paper Birch at Dahlqwst Park in Rockford L AIan Branhagen presents Rock EIm at Hononegah Forest Preserve Mlddle L: AIan Branhagen

Rockford Park District Commissioner Jack Armstrong with the lllinois Big presents the lllinois Big Tree Register Certificate to Dan Olson, Executive

Tree Register Certificate (January 2026). Director Forest Preserves of Winnebago County surrounded by their
Natural Resources staff (March 2026).




Guests enjoyed sampling craft brew, wine and whiskey while
listening to Three Good Men perform and dining on delicious
fare from GreenFire during Wine & Brew at the Wetland, a
fundraiser for Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Events presented by NLI

Wander at the Wetland: Full Moon Snowshoe & Hike, Jan.
13, at Nygren Wetland Preserve

Annual Dinner, March 20 — at The Radisson in Rockford,
presented the George and Barbara Fell Award to Ed Collins;
Guest Speaker: Dr. Brita Lorentzen, who also gave tree coring
programs at locations around Rockford.

Photo by Kim Johnsen

Members Only Event: Woodcock Skydance at Lost Flora Fen,
April 16

Observation Walk at Lost Flora Fen, April 25 — part of the City
Nature Challenge/Rock River Valley (Coordinated by Severson
Dells Nature Center, now called Wild Roots Nature Center)

Open House at Oxbow Springs, April 30
Open House at Busse Prairie Preserve, May 28

Family Nature Adventures, June 28, 15 learning stations at
Nygren Wetland Preserve

Wine & Brew at the Wetland, July 12, at Nygren Wetland
Preserve
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Fall Prairie Harvest Day, Sept. 27, at Nygren Wetland Preserve

OAKtober Hike, Oct. 25, at Howard D. Colman Dells Nature
Preserve

Holiday Open House, Dec. 9, at the NLI office

Partnership Events

Wildflower Walkabout Series with Severson Dells Nature
Center (Wild Roots Nature Center as of 7/1/26), April 23 —
June 24, held once a week at natural areas throughout Boone,
Winnebago and Ogle Counties.

Rockton Pelican Fest, May 17 — with JR Finally Art Studio &
Gallery, Sinnissippi Audubon Society, and Village of Rockton
held in downtown Rockton and at Nygren Wetland Preserve.

Birdscaping Program and Hike (Forest Preserves of Winnebago
County Headquarters) May 3, Butterfly Hike (Kieselburg Forest
Preserve), June 22, and Legacy Tree Hike (Deer Run Forest
Preserve), Oct. 18 in partnership with Forest Preserves of
Winnebago County.

L: Kyle Hulbert, NLI's Natural Resources Technician in 2025, led a
hike for the Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve Wildflower

Walkabout. Photo by Jill Kennay
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NLI Participated in the Following Community Events

Wild Things Conference (Rosemont, IL) — Feb. 1 — Legacy Tree
Program presentation and information table

Lifescape/RSVP Volunteer Fair, April 2, information table

Week of the Young Child — Family Fun Fair, April 12, information
table and kids activity

Country Road Greenhouses
Native Plant Sale, May 17 &
18, information table, native
plant book sales

Garden Fair, May 31 and

June 1 at Klehm Arboretum,

g information table and kids
== activity

- South Main Mercado, June

- 8, information table and kids

3

- activity

Pollinator Palooza, Severson Dells Nature Center, May 3,

NLI provided a variety of activities Rockford City Market, June

for children at their booth during : ; ;
South Main Mercado. 13, information table and kids

Photo by Judith Barnard activity
Domingos En El Parque, June 22, information table and kids
activity

Rick Barton led a hike at Nygren Wetland Preserve during Rockton Collins Aerospace Health & Wellness Fair, Sept. 17, information
Pelican Fest. Photo by Jill Kennay table

Field Trips

Hononegah High School Biology Students, Sept. 24 & 25, nearly 300 young people
used Nygren Wetland Preserve for a field study and helped collect seeds in the prairie.

Land Legacy Circle Dinner

é (egacy Thank you to Nancy and Rick Holm for sharing their extensive and
3 G%ﬁ beautiful gardens and home for the Land Legacy Circle dinner
"f‘ on Sept. 4, 2025. NLI holds this thank you event once a year for
L1l
=

>

Land Legacy Circle members (those who have named NLI in their -
will) and major donors. Michelle Princer catered the unique and  Nancy Holm (L) took guests on a walking tour
A Cand IV delicious dinner. If you would like to name NLI in your will or estate  of her yard and talked about the many different

plans please let us know. Call Jill at 815/964-6666 or send an email  kinds of trees and plants she has added in the
to info@naturalland.org past twenty plus years they have lived there.

L]
e
=
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Conservation@Home

Congratulations to Carolyn and Phil Fulkerson, Jenni and

Andy Hassler, Alice Fox and Ron Holm, Jeff Linden, and Dan
Schandelmeier for becoming certified Conservation@Home
participants. Thank you to them, also, for their hard work creating
native and conservation friendly habitat for wildlife. If you would like
to learn more about the Conservation@Home program call NLI at
815/964-6666 or visit our website at: https://www.naturalland.org/
conservationatprograms/.

(Right) Ron Holm and Alice Fox have curated a variety of native
plants that create a haven for wildlife with food and shelter. They
were certified as a Conservation@Home site in September of 2025.

(Left) Phil and Carolyn

Fulkerson.
Photo by Mark Luthin

Jeff Linden.
Photo by Mark Luthin

.i'
e
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boug (L) and Dan (R)
Schandelmeier.
Photo by Mark Luthin

Jenni Hassler.
Photo by Rick Barton

Volunteers

NLI couldn’t accomplish our mission to protect and preserve land without the help of volunteers. We appreciate each and every one of you
and for all the different ways you supported NLI from land stewardship to events and in the office, and by serving on committees and the
board. In 2025 we had 284 volunteers (178 land stewardship volunteers, 106 events, office, committees and board volunteers) for a total
of 3,691 hours (1,536 for land stewardship and 2,155 for events, office, committees and board).
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U pCO m i n g Fa I I Eve nts continued from page 24

Please Register for events by visiting the calendar at www.NaturalLand.org or calling NLI at 815/964-6666.

Sat., Sept. 26 — Fall Prairie Harvest Day
Free | 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Nygren Wetland Preserve, 3190 W. Rockton Rd., Rockton — Parking on site

" This is a fun outdoor activity that kids and adults will enjoy. Great for all kinds of groups,
N : LUl Scouts, 4-H Clubs, and families. Collect seeds from native prairie wildflowers and grasses.
Collecting seeds in the prairie during Fall ~ Learn how to identify these plants in their dormant stage and best practices for collecting seeds.
Prairie Harvest Day at Nygren Wetland The seeds will be used by NLI for future prairie plantings at Nygren Wetland Preserve and
Preserve. It's a fun and easy activity for NLI’s other preserves. Dress for the weather and wear sturdy closed toe shoes. Refreshments
any age. Photo by Jill Kennay  available. Registration requested.

Sat., Oct. 24 — OAKtober Hike

$5 each, $10 family (Includes a 6-month introductory NLI membership)

Free for NLI Members | 1:30 PM | Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve
Across from Cross & Crown Lutheran Church

7404 Elevator Rd., Roscoe. Limited parking on site. Parking available at the church.
October is Oak Awareness Month in Illinois, otherwise known as OAKtober! Oaks

have played an important part in the history of Illinois. The state tree is the White Oak.
Long living oak trees provide food and shelter for birds, mammals, and insects. Humans
depend on the shade of oak trees to cool the air and their homes, helping reduce energy
use and costs. Oaks store more carbon dioxide than other tree species, delivering clean air.

S Staff will lead a guided walking tour through restored and remnant prairies and the oak
A Bhagen (bluoa i T ) woodlands at this hilly preserve. Learn about the restoration process in the prairie and
led a group through NLI's Howard D, Colman Dells woodlands, hear about why the remnant dolomite prairie is special, and find out why
Nature Praservafoiie 202 5.0AKher Hike. oak trees and their ecosystem are so significant. Dress for the weather, wear sturdy closed
Photo by Jill Kennay toe shoes. Moderate to difficult hiking. Bring a hiking stick. Registration requested.

S

Tue., Dec. 8 — Holiday Open House

Free | 4:00 — 7:00 PM | NLI Office, 320 S. Third St., Rockford
Parking on the street.

Celebrate the holidays with NLI. Enjoy mingling with staff, Trustees, and each other. Snacks,
sweets, cider and punch served. Registration requested.

Guests enjoy fellowship and food at the NLI Holiday Open House.
Photo by Patrick Yarbrough




{_ NATURAL LAND INSTITUTE

Statement on Use of Artificial

Intelligence

The Natural Land Institute (NLI) embraces the

many benefits of evolving technology in pursuit of
natural resource conservation and the advancement of
knowledge. NLI also recognizes its responsibility as a
scientific organization to share information for scientists,
conservation professionals, and the general public that is
trustworthy, accurate, and evidence-based.

In all of its communications, publications, reports, land
stewardship planning, biological surveys, and any other
kind of conservation activity or documentation including
text, graphics, and artwork; NLI relies on information
compiled or created by people, not generated by Artificial
Intelligence (AI). NLI uses information from first-hand
human observations of the natural world (including
photography and artwork), peer-reviewed scientific
publications, and communications with people.

NLI recognizes the potentially useful applications of Al in
the pursuit of natural resource conservation, and should
NLI ever use Al for data modeling, analysis, interpretation,
and/or visualization, document text, illustrations, or
graphics, or in any other areas of its work, NLI will clearly
acknowledge the use of Al tools.

NLI would like to acknowledge our fellow Land Trust, the
Missouri Prairie Foundation, for their work creating this
model Al use document (statement).

NLI Wish List

NLI is looking for funds for the following:

W Restoration of the NLI office/headquarters
W [and Stewardship shop/building

W [and Acquisition Fund

W [and Stewardship Endowment Fund

<EID@XD
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We want to connect with you
on Social Media

Facebook: Natural Land Institute, Nygren Wetland
Preserve, Howard D. Colman Dells Nature Preserve,
Burr Oak Valley Nature Preserve, Silver Creek Woods
Preserve, William & Gayle Keefer Nature Reserve;
Group: Birders of Nygren Wetland Preserve

X: NLI 1958
Instagram: NLI 1958

, Naturalland.org
YouTube: Natural Land Institute El.'l E
LinkedIn: Natural Land Institute

TikTok: Natural Land Institute E .
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Natural Land Institute meets all 20 BBB Standards for Charity
Accountability and was awarded the recognition as a BBB
Accredited Charity. Visit the BBB website for more information
at; http://blue2.bbb.org/chicago/charity-reviews/internal/
charity-90006838/.

) EarthShare

Thank you to those who participate in the workplace giving

program, EarthShare, which supports NLI.

PRAIRIE STATE

: S Check out the Prairie State Hike App that

Ay Byl includes information and a guided tour

of the Dianne Nora Nature Trail at Nygren
Wetland Preserve. Many other trails
throughout the State of Illinois are featured
on this app, as well. Find the app in your
Apple or Android store.

Cost: 99 cents.

Northwest Hlinois
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£ 2025 ANNUAL REPORT # SUMMER. 2026

Upcoming Fall Events

Please Register for events by visiting the calendar at www.NaturalLand.org or calling NLI at 815/964-6666.

Wed., Sept. 9 — Open House at Beach Cemetery Prairie Preserve
Free | 4:00 PM — 7:00 PM
11500 East Big Mound Road, Davis Junction, IL 61020

Explore the new land that NLI purchased in March, 2026 to help safeguard
the remnant Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve, as well as the historic
Cemetery Prairie’s late summer blooming wildflowers like Rough Blazing
Star and expansive landscape views. The new parcel includes agricultural
land and natural areas with woods and a remnant prairie. Dress for the
weather and wear sturdy closed toe shoes. Refreshments will be provided.
Registration requested.

Beach Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve showing the Prairie Blazing Star
blooming in September and the farmland that NLI purchased to provide a
buffer in the background. photo by Alan Branhagen

(See more on page 22)
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